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What kind of funding does ADB offer to CSOs?

ADB does not maintain a dedicated general small grants fund for 

CSOs. JFPR finances small-scale investment projects that directly  

target poverty reduction and have a conceptual link to ADB- 

financed loan projects. CSOs are often engaged to help implement 

JFPR-financed projects. Separately, ADB’s pilot and demonstration 

activities provide opportunities for CSOs and other entities to test 

innovative ideas, technology, and methodologies for improving  

water services delivery and water resources management on a 

limited scale. However, external proposals must be sponsored by an 

ADB staff member who agrees to act as the “activity officer.” 

How accountable are CSOs?

CSOs increasingly respond to the challenge of matching the level 

of accountability demanded by many governments, media, and the 

public. Most reputable CSOs establish and make publicly known 

the standards to which they adhere. In addition, many commit to 

national or international codes of conduct. In a growing number 

of countries, ratings and accreditation systems are used to assess 

CSO accountability, capacity, and performance. 

What do I do if the government does not want to 
work with CSOs?

Explain that it is ADB policy to cooperate with CSOs, and that such 

cooperation has yielded positive benefits in other countries. Attempt 

to determine if the government’s concern relates only to particular 

CSOs, or if it extends more broadly. Staff may consider apprising 

the government of meetings with CSOs, or inviting officials to 

participate in discussions with CSOs. 
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CSO Sourcebook: A Staff Guide to Cooperation with Civil Society Organizations

ADB cooperates with a broad range of community-based organizations, international 
nongovernment organizations, and other civil society organizations (CSOs) to 
strengthen the effectiveness, quality, and sustainability of the activities that it 
supports. The CSO Sourcebook provides practical tips and guidance on how to 
maximize the benefits  
of cooperation with CSOs in various operational contexts. It also defines civil society–
related terminology, presents numerous examples of ADB–CSO collaboration, offers 
convenient checklists, and summarizes policy requirements and good practice. In 
short, the CSO Sourcebook is a valuable resource tool for ADB staff and partners with 
questions on how to cooperate with CSOs to achieve better results.   
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