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Conclusion

The Asian and Pacific region is a highly diverse and rapidly changing region,
exhibiting great variation across and within ADB ’s DMCs in population, size,
economic growth, and patterns of culture. However, some commonalties can
be identified in the challenges faced as education becomes recognized as a
central concern in attaining the goals of national development. This booklet
analyzes the regional and subregional trends, policies, and strategies in
education.

Depending on the criteria of interest, a number of subregional groupings
may be developed. In this study a typology of seven groups is identified and
utilized to examine intraregional comparisons and to facilitate understanding of
the range of education conditions and problems. The countries of South Asia,
for example, contrast greatly with the more advanced East Asian economies
on most economic, social, and educational indicators. The education policies
and priorities of the latter may differ sharply from those of the former.

 As part of the economic and social transformation taking place in Asia,
education systems are expanding and being reoriented to cope with growth in
social demand and to respond to economies driven by evolving industrial and
information technologies. The Asian and Pacific region as a whole has made
major advances in the quantitative and qualitative provision of education during
the last few decades. Most DMCs have achieved, or are well on the way to
achieving, universal primary education. For Southeast Asian countries basic
education is increasingly being defined to include nine years of schooling. For
many countries, the new thrusts are in expansion of secondary education; the
coming decades will bring high rates of growth in tertiary education. Several
East Asian economies currently have well-established mass systems of
secondary and tertiary education. The more economically advanced are
among the world’s leaders in student achievement on core subject areas as
measured by comparison of national test scores. In poorer countries and
disadvantaged areas of the majority of countries, illiteracy persists and
education opportunities remain limited and typically gender biased against
girls. Changes in the locus of control over education are under way, being
initiated, or subject to serious debate, in most Asian countries. The objectives
of such reform vary by country and over time, but include the delegation of
certain education responsibilities traditionally held in the central government to
lower echelons. The extent of decentralization may have a profound effect on a
broad range of planning, financial, curriculum, teaching, and evaluation
decisions.

Although ADB and other international agencies may play significant roles,
in meeting current social and education challenges in Asia, national and
subnational governments remain the key actors. In recent years, government
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efforts have been complemented to an increasing degree by private,
community, and nongovernment actors. National, and in some countries local,
governments are facing hard investment choices, often in the context of
political uncertainty and with few resources for which there is much competi-
tion. Nevertheless, there is ample room for optimism. DMCs have demon-
strated capacity for working within conditions of scarcity and uncertainty, for
sharing information and knowledge regionally, and for valuing strong education
institutions as requisites for attaining economic and social goals.
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