
 

 

APPENDIXES 



154 Education and National Development in Asia 

Table A1.1: Primary-Level Gross Enrollment Rates,  
1975–1995 (%) 

 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 

Economy Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F 

Afghanistan 25 41 8 34 54 12 20 27 13 27 35 19 49 64 32 
Bangladesh 73 95 51 61 75 46 64 72 54 79 84 73 — — — 
Bhutan 9 13 15 16 — — 27 34 19 — — — — — — 
Cambodia — — — — — — — — — 113 — — 126 138 113 
PRC 122 130 114 113 121 104 123 132 114 127 132 121 118 118 117 
Cook Islands — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Fiji Islands 137 138 137 119 119 119 122 122 122 125 — — 128 128 127 
Hong Kong, 

China 
119 122 117 107 107 106 105 106 105 102 102 103 94 93 95 

India 81 96 64 83 98 67 96 110 80 98 111 84 100 111 90 
Indonesia 86 94 78 107 115 100 117 120 114 115 117 114 113 116 111 
Kazakhstan — — — 85 — — 88 — — 88 — — 98 98 98 
Kiribati — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Korea 107 107 107 110 109 111 97 96 98 105 105 105 95 95 96 
Kyrgyz Republic — — — 116 118 115 123 123 123 112 112 112 104 105 103 
Lao PDR 67 — — 113 123 104 111 121 100 98 112 84 112 123 100 
Malaysia 94 97 92 93 93 92 101 101 100 93 93 93 103 103 104 
Maldives — — — 145 — — — — — 130 132 128 132 134 130 
Marshall Islands — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Micronesia, F.S. — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Mongolia 108 111 104 107 107 107 101 — — 97 95 100 88 87 90 
Myanmar 83 — — 91 93 89 98 101 96 105 107 104 120 122 117 
Nauru — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Nepal 51 86 16 84 117 49 75 101 47 103 128 77 109 126 91 
Pakistan 41 56 25 39 51 27 44 56 30 56 76 36 74 101 45 
Papua New 

Guinea 
57 69 44 59 66 51 — — — 72 78 66 80 87 74 

Philippines 107 — — 112 114 110 107 108 107 111 113 109 114 115 113 
Samoaa — — — — — — — — — 122 117 127 102 102 102 
Singapore 110 113 106 108 109 106 108 110 106 104 105 102 95 96 94 
Solomon Islands — — — 76 85 65 79 — — 84 90 78 97 103 89 
Sri Lanka 77 81 74 103 105 100 103 104 101 105 106 104 113 115 112 
Taipei,China 101 101 101 101 101 101 99 99 100 100 100 101 101 100 103 
Thailand 84 87 80 99 100 97 96 — — 99 100 99 86 — — 
Tonga — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Tuvalu — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Uzbekistan — — — 82 83 80 87 88 85 82 83 81 78 79 76 
Vanuatu — — — — — — 100 — — 106 109 103 106 105 107 
Viet Nam 107 106 108 109 111 106 103 106 100 103 — — 114 — — 

— = Data not available. M = Male, F = Female. 
Note: For Myanmar, Solomon Islands, and Uzbekistan, 1995 figures are not available in UNESCO 1999; values 
shown are for 1994. 
a The official age range for primary education in Samoa switched from ages 5–11 to ages 5–12 in statistics for 
1995 and thereafter. Thus, GERs shown for 1990 and 1995 are not directly comparable, since they use different 
populations in the denominator. 

Sources: UNESCO 1981, 1989, 1996a, 1997, 1998b, 1999; country sources. 
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Table A1.2: Secondary-Level Gross Enrollment Rates,  
1975–1995 (%) 

 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 

Economy Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F 

Afghanistan 7 13 2 10 16 4 8 11 5 9 8 9 22 32 11 
Bangladesh 19 29 8 18 26 9 18 26 11 19 25 13 — — — 
Bhutan 1 2 0.3 — — — 4 6 1 — — — — — — 
Cambodia — — — — — — — — — 27 — — 26 33 20 
PRC 46 54 38 46 54 37 39 45 33 48 53 41 66 69 62 
Cook Islands — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Fiji Islands 44 43 44 55 53 57 51 51 51 — — — 64 64 65 
Hong Kong, 

China 
49 51 47 64 63 65 71 69 73 80 — — 73 71 76 

India 28 37 18 30 39 20 37 48 26 44 54 32 49 59 38 
Indonesia 20 25 15 29 35 23 41 — — 44 48 40 51 55 48 
Kazakhstan — — — 93 — — 103 — — 98 — — 84 84 85 
Kiribati — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Korea 56 64 48 78 82 74 92 93 91 90 91 88 101 101 101 
Kyrgyz 

Republic 
— — — 110 112 108 110 111 108 101 100 102 79 75 83 

Lao PDR 8 — — 21 25 16 23 27 19 25 31 20 27 32 21 
Malaysia 46 53 39 48 50 46 53 53 53 58 56 60 59 55 63 
Maldives — — — 44 — — — — — — — — 56 55 57 
Marshall 

Islands 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Micronesia, 
F.S. 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Mongolia 81 77 84 91 85 97 92 — — 86 — — 59 51 68 
Myanmar — — — 22 — — 23 24 22 23 23 23 30 29 30 
Nauru — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Nepal 13 23 4 21 33 9 25 37 12 31 43 18 40 49 30 
Pakistan 15 22 7 14 20 8 17 24 10 23 30 15 — — — 
Papua New 

Guinea 
12 16 7 12 15 8 — — — 12 15 10 14 17 11 

Philippines 54 — — 64 60 69 64 64 65 73 — — 77 77 78 
Samoa — — — — — — — — — — — — 47 44 50 
Singapore 52 51 53 60 60 60 62 63 61 68 70 66 73 — — 
Solomon 

Islands 
— — — 16 22 9 19 — — 14 17 11 17 21 14 

Sri Lanka 48 47 49 55 52 57 63 60 66 74 71 77 75 72 78 
Taipei,China 74 78 69 80 81 80 90 89 91 95 93 97 96 94 98 
Thailand 25 28 22 29 30 28 30 — — 30 31 29 54 — — 
Tonga — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Tuvalu — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Uzbekistan — — — 106 117 94 107 117 97 100 104 95 94 100 88 
Vanuatu — — — — — — — — — 16 18 14 20 23 18 
Viet Nam 39 38 41 42 44 40 43 44 41 33 — — 47 48 46 

— = Data not available. M = Male, F = Female. 
Note: For Myanmar, Solomon Islands, and Uzbekistan, 1995 figures are not available in UNESCO 1999; 
values shown are for 1994. 
Sources: UNESCO 1981, 1989, 1996a, 1997, 1998b, 1999; country sources. 
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Table A1.3: Tertiary-Level Gross Enrollment Rates,  
1975–1995 (%) 

 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 

Economy Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F Total M F 

Afghanistan 1.0 1.7 0.3 — — — — — — 1.7 2.3 1.1 1.7 — — 
Bangladesh — — — 2.8 4.6 0.8 4.8 7.5 1.9 3.9 6.4 1.3 6.1 — — 
Bhutan — — — 0.3 0.4 0.1 — — — — — 0.2 — — 
Cambodia — — — — — — — — — 1.2 — — 1.6 2.7 0.5 
PRC  0.6 0.7 0.4 1.7 2.3 1.0 2.8 3.9 1.7 2.9 4.0 1.8 5.7 7.3 4.0 
Cook Islands — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Fiji Islands 2.9 4.2 1.6 2.5 — — 3.2 3.9 2.4 12 — — 13.0 — — 
Hong Kong, 

China 
10.0 15.0 5.3 10.0 14.0 6.6 13.0 17.0 9.4 20.0 23.0 16.0 21.9 23.9 19.7 

India 8.6 13.0 4.2 5.2 7.4 2.9 6.0 8.1 3.8 6.0 7.7 4.2 6.4 7.9 4.8 
Indonesia 2.4 — — — — — — — — 8.5 — — 11.1 13.5 8.6 
Kazakhstan — — — 34.0 — — 37.0  — — 40.0 — — 32.7 28.7 36.8 
Kiribati — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Korea 10.0 15.0 5.9 15.0 21.0 7.5 34.0 46.0 21.0 39.0 51.0 25.0 52.0 65.5 37.6 
Kyrgyz 

Republic 
— — — 27.0 — — 28.0 — — 26.0 — — 12.2 11.6 12.8 

Lao PDR 37.0 — — 0.4 0.6 0.3 1.6 2.0 1.1 1.2 1.7 0.8 1.5 2.2 0.8 
Malaysia — — — 4.1 5.2 3.1 5.9 6.6 5.2 7.2 7.4 6.8 10.6 — — 
Maldives — — — — — — — — — — — —  — — — 
Marshall 

Islands 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Micronesia, F.S. — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Mongolia  8.4 8.2 8.6 — — — 22.0 — — 14.0 — — 15.2 9.1 21.3 
Myanmar — — — 4.7 — —  4.5 4.2 4.8 4.3 3.8 4.9 5.4 4.2 6.7 
Nauru — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Nepal 2.3 — — 2.7 4.2 1.1 4.3 — — 4.9 7.5 2.3 5.2 — — 
Pakistan  1.9 2.7 0.9 — — — 2.5 3.5 1.4 2.9 3.7 2.0 3.4 — — 
Papua New 

Guinea 
2.5 3.5 1.4 1.8 2.7 0.9 1.6 2.2 0.8 — — — 3.2 4.2 2.1 

Philippines 18.0 — — 24.0 23.0 26.0 25.0 — — 27.0 23.0 32.0 27.4 23.4 31.5 
Samoa — — — — — — — — — — — — 4.6 — — 
Singapore 8.0 10.0 7.0 7.8 9.1 6.3 14.0 17.0 10.0 19.0 22.0 15.0 33.7 36.7 30.7 
Solomon 

Islands 
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Sri Lanka 1.3 1.7 1.0 2.7 3.1 2.4 3.7 4.4 3.0 5.2 6.2 4.1 5.1 6.0 4.3 
Taipei,China 15.7 19.3 11.9 17.9 20.2 15.5 23.2 24.9 21.3 34.1 34.4 33.9 46.4 45.1 47.8 
Thailand 3.5 4.3 2.7 15.0 — — 19.0 — — 16.0 — — 20.1 — — 
Tonga — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Tuvalu — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Uzbekistan — — — 29.0 — — 30.0 — — 31.0 — — 31.7 — — 
Vanuatu — — — — — —  — — — — — — — — — 
Viet Nam 2.1 2.6 1.6 2.1 3.4 0.9 2.4 — — 2.8 — — 4.1 — — 

— = Data not available. M = Male, F = Female. 
Note: For Myanmar, Solomon Islands and Uzbekistan, 1995 figures are not available in UNESCO 1999; values 
shown are for 1994. 
Sources: UNESCO 1981, 1989, 1996a, 1997, 1998b, 1999; World Bank 2000; country sources. 
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Table A1.4: Primary and Secondary Education Net Enrollment 
Rates, 1985–1995 (%) 

 Primary Education Secondary Education 

 Total Male Female Total Male Female 

Economy 1985 1995 1985 1995 1985 1995 1985 1995 1985 1995 1985 1995 

Afghanistan 17 — 23 — 11 — — — — — — — 
Bangladesh 57 — 64 — 48 — 17 — — — — — 
Bhutan — — — — — — — —  —  —  —  — 
Cambodia — — — — — — —  —  —  — —  —  
PRC — 99 — 99 — 98 — — — — — — 
Cook Islands — — — — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Fiji Islands 97 99 97 99 97 100 — — — — — — 
Hong Kong, 

China 
96 91 96 90 96 92 65 71 63 69 68 73 

India — — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Indonesia 98 97 100 99 95 95 — 42 — 45 — 39 
Kazakhstan — — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Kiribati — — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Korea 94 99 94 98 95 99 84 96 85 96 84 96 
Kyrgyz 

Republic 
— 97 — 99 — 95 — — — — — — 

Lao PDR — 68 — 75 — 61 — 18 — 21 — 15 
Malaysia — 91 — 91 — 92 — — — — — — 
Maldives — — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Marshall 

Islands 
— — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  

Micronesia, 
F.S. 

— — —  — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  

Mongolia — 80 — 78 — 81 — 57 — 48 — 65 
Myanmar — — — — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Nauru — — — — — — —  —  —  —  —  — 
Nepal — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Pakistan — — — — — — — — — — — — 
Papua New 

Guinea 
— — — — — — — — — — — — 

Philippines 96 100 97 — 96 — 50 60 49 — 50 — 
Samoa — — — — — — —  45 — 42  —  48  
Singapore 99 — 99 — 99 — — — — — — — 
Solomon 

Islands 
— — — — — — —  —  —  —  —  —  

Sri Lanka 100 — 100 — 100 — — — — — — — 
Taipei,China 96 99 96 99 96 99 78 89 78 87 79 91 
Thailand — — — —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Tonga — — —  —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Tuvalu — — —  —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Uzbekistan — — —  —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Vanuatu — — —  —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  
Viet Nam — — —  —  — — —  —  —  —  —  —  

— = Data not available. 
Sources: UNESCO 1998b; country sources. 
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Table A1.5: Student/Teacher Ratios by Level of Education 

 Preprimary Primary Secondary General 

Economy 1985 1995 1985 1995 1985 1995 

Afghanistan 19 — 37 58  18 28 
Bangladesh — — 47 —  28 — 
Bhutan — — 37 30 — — 
Cambodia 23 25 38 45  39 18 
PRC  27 31 25 24  18  16 
Cook Islands 26 — — — — — 
Fiji Islands  21 — 28 —  17 — 
Hong Kong, China 30 21 27 24  23  20 
India  62 62 47 63 26  25 
Indonesia 22 17 25 23 15 14 
Kazakhstan — 6 26 20  15  10 
Kiribati — — 29 27 16  18 
Korea  34  21 38 32 37  24 
Kyrgyz Republic   — 9 19  20  17 13 
Lao PDR  16  16 25 30 12  13 
Malaysia  32  23 24 20 22  19 
Maldives — — — — — — 
Marshall Islands — — — — — — 
Micronesia, F.S. — — — — — — 
Mongolia  28 12 30 25  22  18 
Myanmar — — 54 48  23  16 
Nauru — — — — — — 
Nepal  23 — 35 39 — — 
Pakistan — — 41 —  18 — 
Papua New Guinea — 32 30 33  25  24 
Philippines 41 — 31 35  32  36 
Samoa — — 26 24 24 19 
Singapore 23 — 27 —  22 — 
Solomon Islands — — 26 24  19 — 
Sri Lanka — — 35 28 22 22 
Taipei,China 19 15 32 22 21 18 
Thailand  20   19 20 18  20 
Tonga — — 23 22  19  18 
Tuvalu — — 22 — — — 
Uzbekistan 16 11 24 21  13  9 
Vanuatu — — 21 31 —  19 
Viet Nam 26 25 34 34  23 25 

— = Data not available. 
Sources: UNESCO 1998b; country sources. 
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Table A1.6: Public Current Expenditures on Education: 
Percentage Distribution by Level of Education 

 1980 1985 

Economy Prep. 1st 2nd 3rd Other Prep. 1st 2nd 3rd Other 

Afghanistan 1.6 41.6 22.3 18.4 4.8 — — — — — 
Bangladesh — 45.3 39.2 12.9 0 — 46.1 34.7 10.4 0 
Bhutan — — — — — — — — — — 
Cambodia — — — — — — — — — — 
PRC 0.5 27.1 34.3 20.1 18.1 0.9 28.6 33.2 21.8 15.5 
Cook Islands 1.8 38.9 27.5 4.5 0 2.7 35.1 35.8 6.0 0 
Fiji Islands — 53.0 45.1 1.9 0 — — — — — 
Hong Kong, China — 33.7 35.7 24.6 6.1 0.1 31.4 37.9 25.1 4.6 
India — 38.2 25.8 15.4 4.5 — 38.0 25.3 15.3 3.6 
Indonesia — — — — — — — — — — 
Kazakhstan — — — — — — — — — — 
Kiribati — 37.6 44.8 — — — — — — — 
Korea — 49.9 33.2 8.7 0.1 0.3 46.7 36.7 10.9 0.6 
Kyrgyz Republic — — — — — 10.9 — 60.4 8.8 6.4 
Lao PDR — — — — — — — — — — 
Malaysia — 35.0 34.0 12.4 2.0 — 37.8 37.1 14.6 0.5 
Maldives — — — — — — — — — — 
Marshall Islands — — — — — — — — — — 
Micronesia, F.S. — — — — — — — — — — 
Mongolia — 10.4 52.6 16.6 20.5  10.7 51.2 17.3 20.8 
Myanmar — — — — — — — — — — 
Nauru — — — — — — — — — — 
Nepal — — 58.8 35.0 2.1 — 35.7 19.9 33.4 0 
Pakistan — 39.4 31.0 18.8 0 — 36.0 33.3 18.2 0 
Papua New Guinea — — — — — — — — — — 
Philippines — 61.4 15.7 22.1 0.1 — 63.9 10.1 22.5 0 
Samoa — — — — — — — — — — 
Singapore — 35.8 41.1 17.1 3.1 — 30.1 36.9 28.4 0.5 
Solomon Islands — 44.1 42.2 13.3 0.4 — — — — — 
Sri Lanka — — 91.1 8.9 0 — — 90.2 9.8 0 
Taipei,China 1.0 31.1 16.9 1.5 6.0 1.0 27.1 12.7 16.3 8.5 
Thailand 0.2 55.1 28.3 13.3 1.8 — 58.4 21.1 13.2 2.2 
Tonga — 55.0 25.4 14.7 0 — 44.7 30.9 17.9 0 
Tuvalu — — — — — — — — — — 
Uzbekistan — — — — — — — — — — 
Vanuatu — — — — — — — — — — 
Viet Nam — — — — — — — — — — 

— = Data not available. 
Notes: (1) Figures indicate the share of total public education expenditures allocated to each level of 
schooling. The category “other” refers to expenditures on special, adult, and other types of education 
not included in the basic levels shown.  Figures may not sum to 100%, indicating general 
administrative expenditures and other “not distributed” public expenditures. (2) In some cases (i.e., 
Bangladesh), data do not distinguish between expenditures on preprimary and primary education.  
Similarly, for Sri Lanka and for Nepal in 1980, distinct values are not available for preprimary, 
primary, and secondary education, hence figures given for the secondary level include expenditures on 
all three levels of education.  
Sources: UNESCO 1989, 1996a, 1999; country sources. 
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Table A1.6: Public Current Expenditures on Education: 
Percentage Distribution by Level of Education (cont’d.) 

 1990 1995 

Economy Prep. 1st 2nd 3rd Other Prep. 1st 2nd 3rd Other 

Afghanistan — 87.6 — 12.4 — — — — — — 
Bangladesh — 45.6 42.2 8.7  — — — — — 
Bhutan — — — — — — — — — — 
Cambodia — — — — — — — — — — 
PRC — — 36.5 — — — — — — — 
Cook Islands 2.1 27.7 33.4 11.9 9.1 — — — — — 
Fiji Islands — 50.5   1.6 — — — — — 
Hong Kong, China 0.7 26.3 39.3  3.2 — — — — — 
India — 38.1 25.5 14.9 5.8 — — — — — 
Indonesia — — — — — — — 47.1 17.6 1.4 
Kazakhstan — — — — — — — — — — 
Kiribati — 50.5 28.7 7.9 — — — — — — 
Korea 0.1 44.3 34.1 7.4 1.2  40.9  7.6 1.1 
Kyrgyz Republic 8.5 — 57.9  7.1 7.3 — 68.8 10.8 8.5 
Lao PDR 2.7 39.5 43.5 3.9 5.3 — — — — — 
Malaysia — 34.3 34.4 19.9 0.2 0.3 33.2 37.7 16.8 6.4 
Maldives — — — — — — 66.7 31.9 — 1.4 
Marshall Islands — — — — — — — — — — 
Micronesia, F.S. — — — — — — — — — — 
Mongolia 18.8 — 63.9 17.2 — 23.5 — 58.6 17.8 0.2 
Myanmar — — — — — — 47.7 40.3 11.7 — 
Nauru — — 15.7 — — — — — — — 
Nepal — 48.2 15.7 23.3 — — — — — — 
Pakistan — 47.4 19.1 18.3 — — — — — — 
Papua New Guinea — — — — — — — — — — 
Philippines 1.2 31.5 34.4 18.6 14.3 1.4 35.5 31.5 16.5 15.2 
Samoa — — — — — — — — — — 
Singapore — 29.6 36.5 29.3 0.4 — 26.8 35.3  — 
Solomon Islands 0.3 56.3 29.8 13.7 0.1 — — — — — 
Sri Lanka — — 84.3 13.4 — — — 72.1 11.3 1.7 
Taipei,China — — — — — — — — — — 
Thailand 0.2  21.6 14.6 2.3 1.8  21.5 16.5 2.5 
Tonga — 38.8 24.2 7.3 — — — — — — 
Tuvalu — 35.9  — — — — — — — 
Uzbekistan — — — — — 16.8 — 69.9 9.7 0.6 
Vanuatu — 59.8 26.6 3.4 — — — — — — 
Viet Nam — — — — — — — — — — 

— = Data not available. 
Notes: (1) Figures indicate the share of total public education expenditures allocated to each level of 
schooling. The category “other” refers to expenditures on special, adult, and other types of education 
not included in the basic levels shown.  Figures may not sum to 100%, indicating general 
administrative expenditures and other “not distributed” public expenditures. (2) In some cases (i.e., 
Bangladesh), data do not distinguish between expenditures on preprimary and primary education.  
Similarly, for Sri Lanka and for Nepal in 1980, distinct values are not available for preprimary, 
primary, and secondary education, hence figures given for the secondary level include expenditures on 
all three levels of education.  
Sources: UNESCO 1989, 1996, 1999; country sources. 
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Appendix 2: Organization of National Education 
Systems 

 Compulsory Educationa Student Age  
Economy Age 

Limitsb 
Duration 
(years)c 

Entry 
Aged 

 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

    Duration of Primary and Secondary (General) Education 

Afghanistan 7–13 6 3    P  P P P P P S S S S S S 
Bangladesh 5–10 5 5   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Bhutan — — 5   P P P P P P P S1 S1 S2 S2   
Cambodia — — 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
PRC 7–15 9 3    P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2   
Cook Islands 6–15 9 4  P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2   
Fiji Islands 6–15 8 3   P P P P P P S S S S S S  
Hong Kong, China 7–15 9 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 
India 6–14 8 4   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2  
Indonesia 7–15 9 5    P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 
Kazakhstan 6–17 11 3    P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Kiribati  6–15 9 4   P P P P P P P S S S S S  
Korea 6–15 9 5   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
Kyrgyz Republic 7–16 10 3    P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Lao PDR 6–15 5 3   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2   
Malaysia — — 4   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2 
Maldives — — 4   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Mongolia 8–16 8 4     P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Myanmar 5–10 5 4  P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2    
Nauru 6–16 10 5   P P P P P P P S S S S   
Nepal 6–11 5 3   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2    
Pakistan — — 3  P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 S2   
Papua New Guinea — — 5    P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 
Philippines 6–12 6 5    P P P P P P S S S S   
Samoa 5–14 8 3  P P P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Singapore — — 4   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 
Solomon Islands  — — 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2   
Sri Lanka 5–14 9 4  P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2  
Taipei,China 6–14 9 4   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 
Thailand 7–15 6 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
Tonga  6–14 8 3   P P P P P P S S S S S S S 
Tuvalu  7–14 7 3  P P P P P P P P S S S S S  
Uzbekistan — — 3   P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2   
Vanuatu  6–12 6 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2 
Viet Nam 6–11 5 3   P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
Other regional economies                 
Australia  6–15 10 4   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
Japan 6–15 9 3   P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  
New Zealand  6–16 11 2  P P P P P P S1 S1 S1 S1 S2 S2 S2  

— = Data not available. 
Note: P = primary; S = secondary; S1 = lower secondary; S2 = upper/senior secondary. 
a Figures reflect official regulations for compulsory education. However, in some countries and territories, exemptions are 
made depending on the situation (i.e., exempting children for whom there is no suitable school within a reasonable 
distance of the home).  
b Refers to lower and upper age limits specified under the regulations for compulsory education. For example, age limits 
of 6–14, imply that (unless exempted) children are subject to compulsory education laws from their sixth to their 
fourteenth birthday. 
c Number of years of compulsory school attendance. For example, regulations in Thailand state that the duration of 
compulsory education shall be six grades between the ages of seven and 15, meaning that a child ceases to be subject to 
the regulations either on the fifteenth birthday or on completion of six years of schooling even if not yet 14.  
d Entry age to preprimary education. Denotes the age at which children are generally accepted for preprimary education, 
which is often publicly provided on a limited basis. In many cases, only a small proportion of children (disproportionately 
urban children) actually receive preschool education. 
Source: UNESCO 1999; country sources. 
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