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Foreword

Countries of mainland Southeast Asia—Cambodia, Lao
PDR, Thailand, and Viet Nam-have one of the most
diverse biotic and cultural environments in the world
today. They provide habitat to exotic species of endemic
plants and animal life. Having rich aspirations, these coun-
tries are at varying stages of development. They have
significant resource endowments, stable political
economy, and cordial relationships with neighbors. In
the past, rapid economic changes and social conflicts have
adversely impacted the region’s natural resources. In its
assistance program, ADB is keen to identify the key envi-
ronmental issues in each of the countries and determine
how best the donors could assist priority environmental
issues.

In addressing this challenge, ADB'’s Programs
Department (V\est) undertook baseline studies on the state
of the environment in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand,
and Viet Nam with the assistance of environment agen-
cies of these countries. The country environment reviews
(CENRs) are primarily intended for internal use in
addressing environmental issues during preparation of
operational programs and policies. They are also useful
for development practitioners. In this technical

monograph, the CENRs of these four countries are
brought together in an attempt to build a subregional
environment perspective.

The study provides an overview of environmental
issues with a view to enhancing sustainability through
improved resource management. The report includes
information on issues pertaining to forest and policy
issues, biodiversity and protected parks, water resources,
coastal and marine resource management, urban and
industrial pollution, and energy use. Policy and institu-
tional framework in each of the countries are described,
along with the actions needed for their resolution.
The Appendix summarizes the key issues and the
required investment and technical assistance for each
country.

We thank governments, officials, policymakers,
scholars and researchers, NGOs, civil society, and
donors in each of the four countries for promoting
environmental protection and sustainable use of natural
resources. | also take the opportunity to thank the
Operations and Policy Coordination Unit of Programs
Department (\West) for its initiative in mainstreaming
environmental issues in ADB's operations in Region W\est.

YOSHIHIRO IWASAKI
Director
Programs West Department
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