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FOREWORD

An earlier report in the Bank’s Pacific Studies Series examined the
role of land and labor markets in the Pacific developing member countries’
(PDMCs) economic growth and how best to mobilize these factors (Improving
Growth Prospects in the Pacific, 1998). This report is concerned with how better
to assist the PDMCs in moving forward with the economic reforms that they
are already undertaking. In particular, it looks at the factors constraining
reforms in trade and investment policies, in competition policy, in the labor
market, and in the provision of essential services.

This report was prepared under the supervision of Stephen Pollard
of the Bank’s Office of Pacific Operations. The study team received valuable
assistance from officials in the countries visited during the course of the study
(Cooks Islands, Fiji Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Samoa, Solomon
Islands, and Vanuatu), as well as from many others concerned with economic
developmentin the Pacific region.

Basudev Dahal
Director
Office of Pacific Operations



