Foreword

he Social Protection Index is a new and crucial tool that will
help to assess, measure, and compare efforts in the area of Social
Protection. After the 1997 Asian crisis, one experience became
increasingly clear to policymakers and development experts:
the goals of achieving poverty reduction cannot be achieved merely
through the promotion of economic growth and the development of physical
and social infrastructure. Major international organizations felt that efforts
were needed to directly address the needs of those already in poverty. Also, it
is paramount to prevent members of vulnerable groups from falling into poverty.
There was a unanimous call for measures in the area of Social Protection.
Moreover, the concerned institutions felt that social protection in developing
countries should cover a wider set of policies and programs than the approaches
adopted in developed nations.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) reacted quickly and in September
2001, approved a Social Protection strategy. It identifies five major areas of
interest: labor markets, social insurance, social assistance, micro- and area-
based schemes, and child protection. Since then, various ADB-funded projects
have made a start in implementing the strategy. Other international financial
institutions have also developed Social Protection strategies, projects, and
programs, and have produced a number of qualitative publications.

However, internationally comparable quantitative indicators of Social
Protection are still in the making. ADB has taken a lead in this key task by
commissioning this regional technical assistance study of Social Protection in
six Asian countries, namely Bangladesh, Pakistan, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal,
and Viet Nam. The study is funded by the Department for International
Development of the United Kingdom (DFID) through the Poverty Reduction
Fund and the Government of the Netherlands through the Cooperation Fund
in Support of the Formulation and Implementation of National Poverty
Reduction Strategies.

The primary objective of this project is to construct an internationally
comparable Social Protection Index. It will provide a realistic and acceptable
summary of the overall level of Social Protection activities in the various
countries. Subsidiary objectives of this project are:
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(i)  to explore the variations in perceptions and definitions of Social
Protection in the different countries;

(i)  to provide quantitative and qualitative information on existing
Social Protection initiatives; and

(iii)  to generally raise awareness about the need for Social Protection
policies and programs.

The Index will not only provide policymakers with a tool to analyze and
measure Social Protection, but it will also, for the first time, give a complete
picture of Social Protection in the respective countries.

"This publication is intended to present the outcome of the studies and
to pave the ground for further activities. The next objective is to have such an
index for all Asian developing countries. Initial talks with other international
organizations have shown a growing interest in the progress of the work on
the Social Protection Index.

The work performed so far has made a significant contribution to the
development of the Index and ADB expects that there will be intensive and
productive discussions based on this publication.

Kunio Senga
Director General
South Asia Department
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PBM
PCCWD

PCRW
PDKMK
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National Development Action Committee

National Department for Children

National Employment Promotion Fund

Nepal South Asia Center

National Employment and Training Program
Non-formal and Distance Learning Educational Centre
National Family Planning Board
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National Human Development Report
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Support Program

National Labor Force Survey
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Nepal Living Standards Survey

National Planning Commission

Nepalese rupee, Nepalese national currency

National Statistical Office

National Social Security Fund

(Non-) Poverty Reducing Spending

Operasi Pasar Swadaya Masyarakat, a market operation
to distribute subsidized rice

Program Pengentasan Kemiskinan Perkotaan—Urban
Poverty Alleviation Program

Proyek Penanggulangan Pengangguran Tenaga Kerja
"Terdidik, a project to reduce unemployment of educated
labor laid-off during the economics crisis

Program Peningkatan Pendapatan Petani/Nelayan
Kecil—Small Farmer and Fishermen Income
Generation Program

Poverty Alleviation Fund

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal

Provincial Commissions for Child Welfare

and Development

Production Credit for Rural Women

Proyek Dampak Kekeringan dan Masalah
Ketenagakerjaan, a project for alleviating the impact of
drought and general employment problem
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SD INPRES
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SF
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Penanggulangan Dampak Pengurangan Subsidi Energi
BBM Bidang Kesehatan, a program to alleviate the
health impacts of oil subsidy reduction

Program Ekonomi Masyarakat Pantai, economic
empowerment of coastal community

State-owned oil company

Pakistan Integrated Household Survey

Project Implementation Unit

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation

Kerja Sistem Padat Karya, employment expansion
through a labor- intensive system

Perusahaan Listrik Negara, a state-owned electricity
company

Poverty Monitoring Section

Pemberian Makanan Tambahan Anak Sekolah, a food
supplement for student program that aims to give
breakfast (milk, bread and green peanut) ran by
National Planning Board

purchasing power parity

Pastoral Risk Management

Pakistani rupee, Pakistani national currency

Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

poverty targeting rate

public work project

Beras untuk Orang Miskin, Rice for the Poor Program
Rural Community Infrastructure Works Program (food-
for-work)

rural maintenance program

rural social services

South Asia Free Trade Association

Save the Children

Save the Children Fund

Sekolah Dasar Instruksi Presiden, a primary school built
based on President Instruction Decree in 1974
Population Teaching and Research Centre

of the Mongolian National University

self-financing

Small Farmers Development Program
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TR
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UK

UN
UNDP
UNFPA
UNICEF
UNU
UPPKS
VBARD
VBSP
VC
VDC

Swedish International Development Agency

small and medium enterprises

state-owned enterprise

Social Protection

Social Protection Index

Social Protection Strategy

Social Protection Study

State Social Insurance General Office

Social Safety Net for Health Program

Society for Social Services

State Social Welfare Office

Strategies and Tools Against Social Exclusion

and Poverty

secondary rural administrative unit

Survei Sosial Ekonomi Nasional, National
Socio-Economic Survey

Tabungan Kesejahteraan Rakyat/Kelompok Usaha
Kesejahteraan Rakyat—People Welfare Savings/People
Welfare Business Group

Tabungan Asuransi Pegawai Negeri (PERSERO), a
state-owned company responsible for managing pension
scheme for civil servants

total fertility rate

taka

terms of reference

test relief

Tugrik, Mongolian national currency
Underprivileged Children’s Education Program
United Kingdom

United Nations

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Population Fund

United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations University
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Vietnam Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development
Vietnam Bank for Social Policy

village council
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Vulnerable Group Organisation

Vietnam Household Living Standards Survey
Vietnam Living Standards Survey

Women’s Awareness and Income Generation Program
World Bank

ward committee

Women’s Committee of Ulaanbaatar

Women’s Development Fund

Women’s Development Program

Women’s Empowerment through Employment and
Health

World Food Program

World Inequality Database

World Institute for Development Economics Research
World Trade Organization
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