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Foreword

The medium-term development objectives of the Bank accord high
priority to environmental concerns. In recent years the Bank has

been actively providing technical assistance in the area of
environment protection to its developing member countries (DMCs).
Such assistance can become more effective if policy makers’ decisions
are based on reliable quantifiable information. However, there is a
general paucity of environment statistics in the DMCs.

In 1995, the Bank provided Regional Technical Assistance (RETA)
for Institutional Strengthening and Collection of Environment Statis-
tics in 11 selected DMCs. In the course of RETA implementation, a
number of technical papers and documents were prepared. In view of
the still sparse literature in the relatively new field of environment
statistics, it was decided that organizing the documents in publication
form would make them useful references for the national statistical and
environmental agencies charged with compiling environment statistics.

The chapters of this publication were contributed partly by
the staff of the Statistics and Data Systems Division of the Economics
and Development Resource Center and partly by a consultant from
the Tata Energy Research Institute of India. The data were based on
RETA outputs such as country-specific frameworks for the develop-
ment of environment statistics, technical papers from the various
RETA workshops, and the compendiums on environment statistics
prepared by the participating countries. Guidance and coordination
in bringing out this publication were provided by the Statistics and
Data Systems Division. Nevertheless, the views expressed in this
publication are those of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect
the views and policies of the Bank.

I would like to thank the people concerned for their
contributions to this publication. It is hoped that all those involved
in the development, collection, and compilation of environment
statistics in the Bank’s DMCs will find this handbook useful.

Chief Economist
Economics and Development Resource Center
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