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Foreword

Oceasional Papers is a monograph series established as an avenue for the
publication of pelicy analyses and operational research undertaken in the Bank. As the
activities and experiences of the Bank broaden and deepen, there is greater need and
scope for such analysis as a basis for the discussion of issues and the formulation of new
operations and policies.

Occasional Papers is meant for distribution mainly within the Bank,
However, papers under this series are also available upon request to interested readers
outside the Bank.

This series is the fifth in the Economics and Development Resource
Center’s research monograph program which includes Economic Staff Papers, Report
Series, Statistical Report Series, and Special Studies, Separate titles for each series are
found at the end of this paper.

V.V, DESAIT
Director and Chief Economist
Economics and Development Resource Center
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1. Introduction

Demographic issues in the South Pacific developing member countries (SPDMCs)
of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) were not of major concern until very recently.
Small populations, which were scattered among various remote islands and net
migration over several decades to the metropolitan countries, gave rise to a feeling that
the issues of farm land availability, environmental degradation, deforestation, rapid
urban growth, and rising unemployment among the youth were of concern only to large
countries such as the People’s Republic of China and India (Gannicott 1993). Recognition
of population issues came about only in the early 1990s, when the subject of slow or near
negligible growth of the Pacific island economies, despite substantial transfer of
resources through bilateral grants and concessional lending by multilateral financing
institutions, came under close scrutiny of the World Bank (1991, 1993) and the Asian
Development Bank (1993).

Among various reasons identified for poor rates of growth were weak absorplive
capabilities and high rate of population growth of about 2.2 per cent per annum on
average for all SPDMCs. In the current context of resource constraints and declining
trend in external aid to SPDMCs, a high population growth rate has caused considerable
concern as it would adversely affect in the long run, allocation of expenditures to human
resource development, including education and training for skills formation.

The annual rates of natural population growth are high in all SPDMCs reflecting
declining mortality, with 2.2 per cent and 2.9 per cent in the two Polynesian countries of
Tonga and Western Samoa, respectively, and 3.5 per cent and 2.9 per cent in the two
Melanesian countries of Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. In the case of the Polynesian
countries, due to steady annual migration to Australia and New Zealand in the past and
increasing migration in recent years to North America, the annual population growth
rate has been necligible. On the other hand, because of near absence of out-migration of
the population in the two Melanesian countries, the annual population growth rates in
the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu have remained high and equal to natural growth rates.
[t is feared that in case there are changes in the policies of the metropolitan countries
with regard to migration, the relatively stagnant population in the two Polynesian
countries would also dramatically increase.

In view of the rising population levels threatening the prospects of sustainable
development in the South Pacific, the governments of SPDMCs have given high priority
to consideration of issues relating to effects of rapid population growth on provision of
services. Due to strong influences of religion as well as community leaders such as chiefs
in Vanuatu and the Selomon Islands and matais in Western Samoa, including traditions
in the South Tacific, the subject of fertility control through use of contraceptives
continues to remain a taboo m public discussions. However, indirect recognition of the
mother and child welfare aspects of family health programs has led to increased use af
contraceptives in recent vears, especially in the urban areas of SPDMCs. Although part
of the reason for contraceptive usage can be ascribed to the fact that the growing urban
population in newly emerging lowns is far more receptive to modern influences
generated through tourism and related service sector activities, the unique traditional
and cultural influences still play a significant role.
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The objective of this paper is to analyze various factors determining the use of
contraceptives among the married women of reproductive age living in the urban areas
in the Melanesian countries. The analysis relies upon the findings of the survey of
women in Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu, undertaken over a period of three months in
the first half of 1994. The paper is organized into four sections. The first section
delineates the past demographic trends of Vanuatu as well as Port Vila, and future
projections. The second section provides a literature survey on the subject of fertility
control and determinants of contraceptives in developing countries. The third section
briefly outlines the methodology employed, which was used for analyzing the data
collected and discusses the survey findings. The last section presents some conclusions
and implications of significance for Bank operations.

II. Trends in Pcrpulaticnn Growth and Projections

A. Population Growth During 1979-1989

Vanuatu's population grew to about 142,00 at an average rale of 2.8 per cent per
year during the decennial census period 1979-1989, as compared with 3.1 per cent during
1969-1979 (Republic of Vanuatu 1991). Although the total fertility rate (TFR) has declined
from 6.5 in 1979 to 5.3 in 1989, the crude birth rate has remained high at 38 births per
thousand population. The crude death rate decreased from 12 per thousand in 1979 to 9
per thousand in 1989, accompanied by a decline in infant mortality from 94 per thousand
births in 1979 to 45 per thousand in 1989, The annual population growth rate is
estimated at 2.9 per cent (Table 1). The high TFR has been observed to be due to health
status, cultural beliefs, and perceived economic security with large families (South
Pacific Commission 1994). According to the 1989 census, the national contraceptive
prevalence rate (CPR) is about 15 per cent.

TABLE1
Vanuatu: Population Trends, 1967-1989

1967 15979 1389

Population: 105,00 111,251 142.630

Percent Urban 10.0 14.4 18.4
Population Density 8.8 9.4 12.0
Annual Population Growth Rate (%) In.a. 31 24
Infant Mortality Rate (per '000) 123 G4 45
Total Fertility Rate 6.7 6.3 2.3
Life Expectancy at Birth Year

Males 51.0 562 61.5

Females 51.0 53.7 64.0

Source: Republic of Vanuate, National Statistics Office (19911,






