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Beyond domestic

environment at risk. In accordance with the
Hyderabad Declaration on Wastewater Use in
Agriculture (2002), we believe that appropriate
policies, strategies and interventions can mitigate
the human health and environmental risks while
contributing to poverty reduction. The safer use
of wastewater in agriculture should be
encouraged and supported, and addressed within
an integrated policy framework.

4 People need local solutions and
multiple sources for multiple uses

4.1 Peoples’ water needs are typically met through
multiple sources - from rainwater to wastewater
to piped systems. Rarely do people rely on single
sources. And single sources tend to be used for
multiple purposes. A holistic approach that builds
on this reality is required in planning and service
delivery to meet peoples’ needs for household
water supplies. 

4.2 Wherever possible and taking into consideration
downstream users, household water needs
should be provided from locally available water
resources, drawing on local knowledge, and at
the lowest possible cost to provide a reasonable
level of service.

5 An integrated approach is essential to
achieve significant impacts on poverty 

5.1 Demand for water for multiple purposes at the
household level has, until recently, been
insufficiently recognised in the planning and
allocation of water resources in river basins. We
recommend a process in which planners, and in
particular local-level and catchment planners,
acknowledge and take into account these needs as
a priority consideration. This will need to be based
upon appropriate assessments of the resource
base, possible trade-offs, and environmental
sustainability, and within an appropriate
framework for demand management.

5.2 People who use water productively at the
household level are numerous, but a diffuse and
poorly represented group. Special attention is
required to ensure that the voices of household
level users, especially women, are heard at the
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
table. We believe that the use and management
of multiple sources at the community level lies at
the heart of IWRM, and that water should be
managed from bucket to basin.

5.3 Improving access to water will not, on its own,
eradicate poverty. People need better access to
markets and credit, and to overcome many
other constraints to make best use of more
water. Collaborative partnerships with
education, health and enterprise-based
programmes can overcome some of these
multiple constraints. This calls for better
coordination, communication, and cooperation
between different government departments,
civil society, NGOs and the private sector.

Further information

More details on the symposium and the work of
collaborative partners in initiatives to respond to this
statement can be found at:

This includes:

� Proceedings of the symposium

� The symposium statement in English and Spanish

� Details of a thematic group convened by IRC to
build partnerships for effective implementation, to
undertake research and to promote policy change.
We would like to hear from any individuals and
organisations interested in joining this initiative.
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“The water committee in Belén, Guatemala, faces
multiple simultaneous problems ... The population
grows as people migrate into the area due to the
violence in the country. New taps are connected
without taking into account the capacity of the
source. In addition, more and more water from the
system is being used for productive purposes such as
watering cattle and coffee production.” 
Schouten and Moriarty, 2003

In Tarata (Cochabamba, Bolivia) disputes came fatally
to a head in December 2002, over the rights to use
water for household level productive uses from a
multiple-purpose water supply dam (Laka Laka). The
dam was planned to provide water for farmers
growing vegetables and to meet the basic needs of
domestic users, but not for productive water uses at
the household level.  When the urban population
demanded the right to also use water for growing
vegetables around homesteads, there were violent
conflicts with farmers determined to protect their
irrigation water rights. 
Rocio Bustamante, Centro-Agua

“I do not know what I would have
done if I had not joined the
community garden group. My
plots in the garden are growing
all that myself, my husband
and my three grandchildren are
eating. We have had no maize
meal from the Grain Marketing
Board since April and it is now August.
My [rainfed] crops completely failed this year and what
we grow in the garden is keeping us alive.”
Mrs Selina Vanhukwavo, a 70 year old grandmother
from Bikita, Zimbabwe on the benefits of a garden
developed using surplus water from the village borehole.
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