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Definition

Integrated water resources management 

is a systematic process for the sustainable 

development, allocation and monitoring of 

water resource use in the context of 

social, economic and environmental 

objectives.
www.archive.cap-net.org/iwrm_tutorial



Definition

•IWRM is a systematic process.

Integrated water resources management is a systematic process for the 

sustainable development, allocation and monitoring of water resource use 

in the context of social, economic and environmental objectives.

•Global Water Partnership - Technical Advisory Committee, 2000

•www.archive.cap-net.org/iwrm_tutorial



• Another definition by UNDP is: "IWRM is 
necessary to combat increasing water scarcity 
and pollution. Methods include water 
conservation and reuse, water harvesting, and 
waste management. An appropriate mix of 
legislation, pricing policies and enforcement 
measures is essential to optimize water 
conservation and protection."



• Integrated Water Resource Management 
(IWRM) is simultaneously a philosophy, a 
process, and an implementation strategy to 
achieve equitable access to, and sustainable 
use of, water resources by all stakeholders at 
catchment, regional, national, and 
international levels, while maintaining the 
characteristics and integrity of water 
resources at the catchment scale within 
agreed limits.

• In the past water resource management has 
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Definition

One old, but very important 

view of science  and knowledge

– Aristotle and 

The Nichomachean Ethics 
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