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Impacts of the Asian
Financial crisis of 1997/8

on Its women....

The views expressed in this paper are the views of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views or policies of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), or its Board of Governors, or the
governments they represent. ADB does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper
and accepts no responsibility for any consequence of their use. The countries listed in this paper do

not imply any view on ADB's part as to sovereignty or independent status or necessarily conform to
ADB's terminology.



Female dominated sectors
vulnerable......to downturns




Sex segregated in the Workforce




Means Lay offs hit women first

Lay-offs by sector and sex, Thailand January 1997-February 1998
(Percentage)

Female
B Male

Garment Shoes Food Financial Electrical and Department

and textile and leather processing electronic store/minimarts
products

Source: International Labour Organization, The Social Impact of the Asian Financial Crisis, 1998.




LESSONS LEARNED:NEED

= Public provision of basic social services
= Agricultural support-food security
= Stimulus packages target women too

= Employment programmes target care
and community services

= Soclal security system/ gender gaps
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LESSONS LEARNED:NEEDS

= End male bias ( get real)

= Support the informal sector

= Training /retraining open to women
= Accountability/Governance

= Regional cooperation: Good
Practice



