
Rapid Environmental Assessment (REA) Checklist      
 
 
Instructions: 
 
q This checklist is to be prepared to support the environmental classification of a project. It is to be 

attached to the environmental categorization form that is to be prepared and submitted to the Chief 
Compliance Officer of the Regional and Sustainable Development Department. 

 
q This checklist is to be completed with the assistance of an Environment Specialist in a Regional 

Department. 
 
q This checklist focuses on environmental issues and concerns. To ensure that social dimensions are 

adequately considered, refer also to ADB checklists and handbooks on (i) involuntary resettlement, 
(ii) indigenous peoples planning, (iii) poverty reduction, (iv) participation, and (v) gender and 
development. 

 
q Answer the questions assuming the “without mitigation” case. The purpose is to identify potential 

impacts. Use the “remarks” section to discuss any anticipated mitigation measures. 
 
 
 
Country/Project Title:   
 
Sector Division:     
   
  

   
SCREENING QUESTIONS Yes No REMARKS 

A. Project Siting 
 
Is the Project area adjacent to or within any of the following  
 environmentally sensitive areas? 

  
 
 

 

 

§ Protected Area         
 

§ Wetland 
   

§ Mangrove    
 

   

§ Estuarine 
 

   

§ Buffer zone of protected area 
 

   

§ Special area for protecting biodiversity 
 

   

B. Potential Environmental Impacts 
 
Will the Project cause… 
 

   

§ loss of precious ecological values (e.g. result of 
encroachment into forests/swamplands or 
historical/cultural buildings/areas, disruption of hydrology 
of natural waterways, regional flooding, and drainage 
hazards)? 

 

   

IRRIGATION 

 

 



SCREENING QUESTIONS Yes No REMARKS 
§ conflicts in water supply rights and  related social 

conflicts? 
 

   

§ impediments to movements of people and animals? 
 

   

§ potential ecological problems due to increased soil  
erosion and siltation, leading to decreased stream 
capacity? 

 

   

§ Insufficient drainage leading to salinity intrusion? 
 

   

§ over pumping of groundwater, leading to salinization and 
ground subsidence? 

 

   

§ impairment of downstream water quality and therefore, 
impairment of downstream beneficial uses of water? 

 

   

§ dislocation or involuntary resettlement of people? 
 

   

§ potential social conflicts arising from land tenure and 
land use issues? 

 

   

§ soil erosion before compaction and lining of canals? 
 

   

§ noise from construction equipment? 
 

   

§ dust? 
 

   

§ labor-related social problems especially if workers from 
different areas are hired? 

 

   

§ waterlogging and soil salinization due to inadequate 
drainage and farm management?  

 

   

§ leaching of soil nutrients and changes in soil 
characteristics due to excessive application of irrigation 
water? 

 

   

§ reduction of downstream water supply during peak 
seasons? 

 

   

§ soil pollution, polluted farm runoff and groundwater, and 
public health risks due to excessive application of 
fertilizers and pesticides? 

 

   

§ soil erosion (furrow, surface)? 
 

   

§ scouring of canals? 
 

   

§  logging of canals by sediments? 
 

   

§ clogging of canals by weeds? 
 

   

§ seawater intrusion into downstream freshwater sys tems? 
 

    

§ introduction of increase in incidence of waterborne or 
water related diseases? 

 

    

 

Irrigation, page 2 


