
Rapid Environmental Assessment (REA) Checklist      
 
 
Instructions: 
 
� This checklist is to be prepared to support the environmental classification of a project. It is to be 

attached to the environmental categorization form that is to be prepared and submitted to the Chief 
Compliance Officer of the Regional and Sustainable Development Department. 

 
� This checklist is to be completed with the assistance of an Environment Specialist in a Regional 

Department. 
 
� This checklist focuses on environmental issues and concerns. To ensure that social dimensions are 

adequately considered, refer also to ADB checklists and handbooks on (i) involuntary resettlement, 
(ii) indigenous peoples planning, (iii) poverty reduction, (iv) participation, and (v) gender and 
development. 

 
� Answer the questions assuming the “without mitigation” case. The purpose is to identify potential 

impacts. Use the “remarks” section to discuss any anticipated mitigation measures. 
 
 
Country/Project Title:   
 
Sector Division:     
 

SCREENING QUESTIONS Yes No REMARKS 
A. Project Siting 
 
Is the project area… 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

� Densely populated?    

� Heavy with development activities?     

� Adjacent to or within any environmentally sensitive 
areas? 

 

   

• Cultural heritage site  
 

   

• Protected Area 
 

   

• Wetland 
 

   

• Mangrove 
 

   

• Estuarine 
 

   

• Buffer zone of protected area 
 

   

• Special area for protecting biodiversity  
 

   

• Bay 
 

   

B.   Potential Environmental Impacts 
 
Will the Project cause… 
 

   

URBAN DEVELOPMENT



SCREENING QUESTIONS Yes No REMARKS 
� impacts on the sustainability of associated sanitation and 

solid waste disposal systems and their interactions with 
other urban services. 

   

� deterioration of surrounding environmental conditions 
due to rapid urban population growth, commercial and 
industrial activity, and increased waste generation to the 
point that both manmade and natural systems are 
overloaded and the capacities to manage these systems 
are overwhelmed? 

 

   

� degradation of land and ecosystems (e.g. loss of 
wetlands and wild lands, coastal zones, watersheds and 
forests)? 

 

   

� dislocation or involuntary resettlement of people 
 

   

� degradation of cultural property, and loss of cultural 
heritage and tourism revenues? 

 

   

� occupation of low-lying lands, floodplains and steep 
hillsides by squatters and low-income groups, and their 
exposure to increased health hazards and risks due to 
pollutive industries? 

 

   

� water resource problems (e.g. depletion/degradation of 
available water supply, deterioration for surface and 
ground water quality , and pollution of receiving waters? 

 

   

� air pollution due to urban emissions? 
 

   

� social conflicts between construction workers from other 
areas and local workers? 

 

   

� road blocking and temporary flooding due to land 
excavation during rainy season? 

 

   

� noise and dust from construction activities? 
 

   

� traffic disturbances due to construction material transport 
and wastes?  

 

   

� temporary silt runoff due to construction?  
 

   

� hazards to public health due to ambient, household and 
occupational pollution, thermal inversion, and smog 
formation? 

 

   

� water depletion and/or degradation?  
 

   

� overpaying of ground water, leading to land subsidence, 
lowered ground water table, and salinization? 

 

   

� contamination of surface and ground waters due to 
improper waste disposal? 

 

   

� pollution of receiving waters resulting in amenity losses, 
fisheries and marine resource depletion, and health 
problems? 

 

   

Urban Development, page 2



 


