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PROFILE OF RESOURCE PERSONS 
 

 

ARSENIO M. BALISACAN obtained his Ph.D. (Economics) from University of 
Hawaii in 1985. He was Director of the Southeast Asian Regional Center for 
Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) from 2003 to 2009. 
He served as Undersecretary for Policy and Planning of the Department of 
Agriculture from 2000 to 2001. Mr. Balisacan is currently a member of the 
Technical Advisory Council of the Philippine Congress Commission on 
Science and Technology and Engineering. He is also the Chair of the Task 
Force on Climate Change at the National Academy of Science and 
Technology. 
 

 

ROMEO L. BERNARDO is President of Lazaro Bernardo Tiu and Associates 
(LBT), a boutique financial advisory firm. He previously served as 
Undersecretary of Finance and as Executive Director at the Asian 
Development Bank. He was an Advisor at the World Bank and the IMF 
(Washington D.C.), and served as Deputy Chief of the Philippine Delegation 
to the GATT (WTO), Geneva. Mr. Bernardo received his undergraduate 
degree in Business and Economics from the University of the Philippines 
(magna cum laude) and received his Masters degree at Williams College in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. 
 

 

EMILIA T. BONCODIN served as Secretary of the Department of Budget and 
Management from 1998 to 2005. She earned her degree in Business 
Administration and Accountancy from the University of the Philippines (UP) 
and her Master in Public Administration, as Edward S. Mason Fellow, from 
the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, in 1986. Ms. 
Boncodin is a recipient of a number of awards and citations recognizing her 
achievements in her field, one of which is the Ten Outstanding Women in the 
Nation’s Service. Currently, she is a faculty member of the U.P. National 
College of Public Administration and Governance. 
 

 

DANTE B. CANLAS is a professor of economics at the University of the 
Philippines School of Economics. He is currently the Point-of-Contact for the 
Millennium Challenge Account Philippines. He finished his B.S. 
(Mathematics) in 1967 and Ph.D. (Economics) in 1978, both at the University 
of the Philippines. He served in the national government as a Deputy-
Director General at the National Economic Development Authority from 
1992-1998, and as the NEDA Director-General, concurrently the Secretary of 
Socio-Economic Planning, from 2001-2002.  He also served as an Executive 
Director at the Board of the Asian Development Bank from 2003-2004.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

FELIPE M. MEDALLA served as Secretary of Socio-Economic Planning and 
Director-General of the National Economic and Development Authority from 
1998-2001. He was a member of the Presidential Task Force on Tax and 
Tariff Reform from 1994-1998 and the Technical Working Group on the 
Philippine National Development Plan for the 21st Century (Committee on 
National Framework for Regional Development and Macroeconomic 
Framework for Development Financing) from 1997-1998. Mr. Medalla 
obtained his Ph.D. (Economics) in 1983 at Northwestern University. He is a 
professor of economics at the U.P. School of Economics.  
 

 

CAYETANO W. PADERANGA, JR. was a member of the Monetary Board of 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas from 1990 to 1992 and from 1993 to 1999. 
He was the Secretary of Socio-Economic Planning and Director-General of 
the National Economic and Development Authority from 1990 to 1992. He 
also served as an Executive Director at the Board of the Asian Development 
Bank.  Mr. Paderanga obtained his Ph.D. in 1979 at Stanford University. He 
is currently a professor of economics at the U.P School of Economics, 
Diliman, Quezon City.  
 

 JUAN MIGUEL LUZ obtained his MA in Public Administration from Harvard 
University in 1992 and received his undergraduate degree in Classics/ 
Philosophy and Political Science from Saint Mary's College of California 
(magna cum laude).  He was part of the Presidential Management Staff of 
the Office of the President from 1987 to 1991. He was Undersecretary for 
Finance and Administration at the Department of Education from 2002 to 
2006. He was President of the International Institute of Rural Reconstruction 
from 2006 to 2008. He is currently the Executive Vice President for Policy 
Research of the National Institute for Policy Studies. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


