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Foreword

Progress in education has been remarkable in almost all
countries of the Pacific in the last few decades, yet daunting challenges
remain. While there has been tremendous success in ensuring access
to basic education, the results have not been equally distributed within
and across countries. Wide variations exist in Melanesia, Micronesia,
and Polynesia. Even in countries where access to basic education is
no longer an issue, quality and equity remain dominant policy
concerns. Many students do not acquire the learning skills they need
as productive adults in an increasingly competitive world. Children
of poor parents, especially those living in rural areas, often remain
deprived of an equal opportunity to learn and thus of the prospect of
a better future.

Basic education remains a necessary first step in this process.
Countries also need to build on this foundation to provide
opportunities for further education and training to youth and adults
who have already entered the workforce. This strategy paper suggests
actions that can help countries in the region to address these
challenges and describes the supporting role the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) can play in working with governments and other partners.
It presents an operational framework for ADB’s overall education
strategy for the next five years, based on advice from government
officials and colleagues in partner agencies. It is hoped the strategy
will provide the basis for discussions among governments, church
groups, nongovernment organizations, civil societies, regional
organizations, and development partners so as to achieve a shared
understanding of the nature of educational challenges and future roles
for ADB and others.

ADB is deeply committed to supporting educational development
through policy advice, technical assistance, and lending operations in
partnership with other agencies wherever possible. In implementing
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this strategy, ADB intends to actively explore and promote
opportunities to collaborate with regional institutions. Government
leadership is, of course, essential for developing a coherent framework
for sector development and harmonization of donor procedures and
thereby improving the effectiveness of external support to education.

PHILIP ERQUIGA
Director General

Pacific Department
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