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CURRENCY EQUIVALENTS
(as of 5 November 2002)

Currency Unit - afghani (Af)
Af1.00 = $0.01923
$1.00 = Af52

On 4 September 2002, Afghan President Hamid Karzai announced a new currency for his
country; the new afghani will be worth one thousand old afghanis. Please refer to para. 6 of the
main text for details.

ABBREVIATIONS
AACA —  Afghan Assistance Coordination Authority
ADB —  Asian Development Bank
ADF — Asian Development Fund
AlIA — Afghanistan Interim Administration
ARTF —  Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund
CBO —  Community-based organization
CNA — comprehensive needs assessment
CSC —  Civil Service Commission
DAB —  Da Afghanistan Bank
FAO —  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
GDP —  gross domestic product
GNP — gross national product
IDA — International Development Association
IDP — Internally displaced person
IFI — International Financial Institution
IMF — International Monetary Fund
ITGA — Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan
MOC —  Ministry of Commerce
MOF —  Ministry of Finance
MOMI —  Ministry of Mines and Industry
MOP —  Ministry of Power
MOPH —  Ministry of Public Health
MOT —  Ministry of Transport
MPW —  Ministry of Public Works
MWP —  Ministry of Water and Power
NDF — National Development Framework
NGO — nongovernment organization
OAA —  Office of Administrative Affairs
PMPL —  Postconflict Multisector Program Loan
SY —  Solar Year
TA —  technical assistance
TAC — technical assistance cluster

UNDP — United Nations Development Programme



NOTES

0] The fiscal year (FY) of the Transitional Government begins on 22 March. FY

before a calendar year denotes the year in which the fiscal year ends (e.g.,
FY2002 ends on 21 March 2002).

(i) In this report, “$” refers to US dollars.

This report was prepared by a team consisting of: Craig Steffensen (Team Leader/Sr. Programs

Officer), Manabu Fujimura (Economist), Caroline Vandenabeele (Counsel), Mohiuddin Alamgir
(Staff Consultant)
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Borrower
Classification

Environment
Assessment

Program Description

Rationale

LOAN AND PROGRAM SUMMARY
Afghanistan
Core poverty intervention

Category C. Environmental implications were reviewed, and no
significant adverse environmental impacts were identified.

By extending a postconflict multisector program loan to
Afghanistan, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) will support
policy and institutional reforms to improve governance and
strengthen the financial, transport, and energy sectors; and
promote economic recovery and growth within the framework of a
market economy.

More than 20 years of war and civil turmoil, together with 4 years
of drought beginning in 1999, have devastated Afghanistan’'s
economy and affected the conditions of governance. An
appropriate policy and governance framework must be
established at all levels of government and all sectors to support
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the economy.

At the macro level, the Islamic Transitional Government of
Afghanistan (ITGA) is committed to ensuring noninflationary
growth and macroeconomic stability. The minister of finance has
outlined an ambitious reform agenda across a range of issues
including (i) revenue administration and expenditure management,
(i) budget preparation, (iii) central bank management, and (iv)
other issues such as commercial banking and functional payments
systems. In addition to governance and financial sector reforms,
ITGA is committed to substantial policy and institutional reforms in
key sectors of the economy, including the transport and energy
sectors.

In partnership with ITGA, ADB is working closely with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and other aid
agencies to identify the selected sectors for support under the
program loan and define the required policy and institutional
reforms and actions. The highly concessional loan funds will meet
the adjustment costs associated with these reforms and
associated rehabilitation activities. ADB’s ongoing technical
assistance cluster to Afghanistan will further support the reform
process.



Objective

Cost Estimates

Financing Plan

Loan Amount and Terms

The program objective is to promote economic growth and poverty
reduction through support for market-based policy reforms, public
infrastructure investment, and institutional capacity building. The
purpose is to enhance opportunities for economic revival by
addressing key policy and institutional constraints to the efficient
and effective functioning of the financial, transport, and energy
sectors within a transparent and accountable governance
structure. The Program supports ITGA’'s National Development
Framework (NDF) and National Development Budget (NDB) and
is consistent with the operational thrusts of ADB'’s Initial Country
Strategy and Program for Afghanistan (2002—2004).

The program reform agenda will be complemented by the TA
cluster (TAC) approved by the Board on 30 May 2002, which is
helping to strengthen the capacity of key government agencies
and civil society institutions.

The adjustment and other costs of the policy and institutional
reforms addressed by the program loan are estimated to be at
least about $158 million.

ITGA has requested a loan equivalent to $150 million from ADB’s
Special Fund resources to support the proposed program, as
indicated in the attached development policy letter. The loan will
be released in two installments upon satisfactory compliance with
agreed-upon conditions. The first tranche of $100 million
equivalent will be made available upon loan effectiveness. The
second tranche of $50 million equivalent will be made available
about 12 months later upon satisfactory compliance with agreed-
upon conditions, as well as continued compliance with all previous
tranche conditions.

A loan of SDR113,496,000 will be provided from ADB'’s Asian
Development Fund (ADF) to support the program. The program
loan will have a repayment period of 40 years, including a grace
period of 10 years, and carry an interest rate of 1.0% per annum.
In addition, the interest charge during the grace period will be
capitalized and charged to the Loan Account.



Allocation and Relending The proceeds of the loan will be used to finance the foreign

Terms

Period of Utilization
Estimated Project
Completion Date

Implementation
Arrangements

Executing Agency

Consulting Services

exchange costs of items produced and procured in ADB member
countries (except items specified in the negative list and imports
financed by bilateral and multilateral sources) and to finance
high-priority rehabilitation projects. The Government will certify
that the volume of imports exceeds the amount of ADB’s projected
disbursements under the loan for the given period. Counterpart
funds generated by the Postconflict Multisector Program Loan
(PMPL) will be used by the Government to meet program
expenditures and related costs of reforms. No relending is
planned under the program. ADB will retain the right to audit the
use of the loan proceeds and to verify the accuracy of the
Government’s certification. To facilitate the timely release of funds
to meet adjustment costs, the loan proceeds may be used to
finance eligible imports incurred within 180 days before the date of
loan effectiveness.

The program loan will be disbursed within a period of 18 months,
beginning from the date of loan effectiveness.

30 June 2004

The Ministry of Finance (MOF) will be the Executing Agency (EA)
and will be responsible for disbursing the loan proceeds and
maintaining records. MOF, Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), Office of
Administrative Affairs (OAA), Civil Service Commission (CSC),
Ministry of Public Works (MPW), Ministry of Transport (MOT),
Ministry of Commerce (MOC), Ministry of Mines and Industry
(MOMI), and Ministry of Water and Power (MWP) will be
implementing agencies (lAs). Each will be responsible for
implementing the relevant policy and institutional reforms in its
sector. A steering committee will be formed, chaired by the
minister of finance or his representative, to coordinate policy
decisions that may need to be taken to pursue reforms under the
PMPL.

Ministry of Finance

No consulting services will be provided under the program.
Considering that the program will address governance and basic
policy and institutional reforms in the transport, energy, and
financial sectors, however, necessary provisions were made for
investment and capacity building in these areas by linking
program monitoring and implementation with the activities of ADB-
funded advisors already working in the concerned ministries and
departments under an ongoing TAC."

! ADB. 2002. Technical Assistance to Afghanistan for Capacity Building for Reconstruction and Development.

Manila.



Vi

Program Benefits and
Beneficiaries

Risks and Assumptions

The Program will (i) provide critically needed fiscal support to the
Government, enabling it to continue providing essential services
and rehabilitate and reconstruct the physical and social capital of
Afghanistan; and (ii) contribute to economic recovery, employment
generation, higher productivity, improved per capita incomes, and
social stability. Specific beneficiaries are hard to identify a priori
due to the nature of the Program, but might reasonably be
expected to include, among others, the rural and urban poor,
returning refugees, internally displaced persons, demobilized
combatants, and women. Specifically the following benefits will be
directly or indirectly attributable to the different Program
components.

In terms of governance and financial sector development: (i)
improved public sector; efficiency and effectiveness, (ii) improved
resource mobilization from domestic and foreign sources for
rehabilitation and reconstruction, (iii) improved macroeconomic
management and payments system, and (iv) development,
diversification and deepening of the financial sector.

In terms of infrastructure development: (i) improved national road
network, (ii) improved maintenance of roads, (iii) increased sub-
regional cooperation and foreign private investment in electricity
and natural gas development, and (iv) increased production and
distribution of natural gas and electricity.

Implementation of the program entails a number of risks:

Government commitment to the reform process could weaken.
Despite recent policy statements by the president and the minister
of finance, other ministers and senior officials may have vested
interests or opposing philosophies with regard to the role of the
government and the public sector. There is therefore a risk that
political will to implement the proposed reforms will be tested in
the months ahead. There is also a risk that a change in
Government after the national elections scheduled for June 2004
might result in a policy shift. However, the PMPL does not cover
politically sensitive areas, such as reforms in the social sectors
and agriculture, and prospects for a change in Government that
would significantly alter the broad macroeconomic and policy
orientation appear relatively remote at this stage.

The overall political and security situation remains volatile, and it
is yet to be seen how much the situation will improve. ADB will
need to closely monitor the situation.



Vii

Weak implementation capacity may delay implementation of
reforms. ITGA has limited capacity for planning and implementing
even basic rehabilitation and reconstruction. In addition, there is
limited understanding of the policy and institutional reform
process, and of the importance of synchronization and appropriate
phasing. ADB’s TAC will help mitigate this problem. MOF has
assumed a lead role in eliminating development constraints and
bringing the PMPL and other reform programs to fruition.

The macroeconomic and budgetary situation may worsen, causing
a diversion of funds from meeting adjustment and other costs
associated with the program’s policy and institutional reforms. The
Government and the international community are providing
significant levels of relief and rehabilitation assistance to affected
groups. The situation will be carefully monitored.

Aid coordination requirements are extensive. The Program was
formulated with the Government, in close consultation with the aid
community especially the World Bank and IMF. The coordination
process will need to be further enhanced during program
implementation.
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l. THE PROPOSAL

1. I submit for your approval the following report and recommendation on a proposed loan
to Afghanistan for the Postconflict Multisector Program.

Il. THE MACROECONOMIC CONTEXT

2. Since the catastrophic events of September 11, which catapulted Afghanistan onto the
international stage, the world has witnessed the removal of the Taliban from power; the signing
of a power-sharing agreement calling for a “broad-based, moderate and unitary Afghan state” by
representatives of the major Afghan factions in Bonn in December 2001; the installation of an
interim administration; the preparation of an ordinary budget,' strategy for recovery and
reconstruction, as outlined in a national development framework (NDFY and national
development budget (NDB);* and the convening of a Loya Jirga (a traditional council of elders)
in June 2001, that allowed for a smooth and orderly transfer of power to a legitimate transitional
government led by H.E. Hamid Karzai, to rule Afghanistan for a further 2 years and prepare the
ground for elections by June 2004. Throughout this period, the Government and people of
Afghanistan have sought to assert their own leadership in the recovery and reconstruction effort.
Recent statements by Government leaders indicate a strong commitment to political, economic,
and social development; to a free and competitive economic system, and private-sector-driven
growth that invites domestic and foreign investment—to create jobs and increase income; and,
to this end, to undertaking a series of necessary policy and institutional reforms.

3. Economic Performance. The absence of reliable economic data for Afghanistan
makes it difficult to report with any degree of accuracy on its past and recent performance.*
Afghanistan’s gross national product (GNP) was estimated at $6.7 billion in 1997/98, giving a
per capita GNP of $280.° Per capita GNP is currently estimated at only $182 in 1998 dollars (or

Yn April 2002, the Government announced an ordinary budget of $463 million for Solar Year (SY) 1381 (22 March

2002-21 March 2003) to cover ordinary expenditures including wages, salaries, and other recurrent expenses.

Refer to para. 7 for details.
2 The goal of the National Development Framework (NDF) is to provide a strategic plan for the development of
Afghanistan, around which all actors can unite, to address poverty and provide economic opportunity through a
series of concrete programs and projects. The NDP is based on five principles: (i) the development strategy must
be domestically owned, with the Government in the driver's seat; (ii) markets and the private sector are more
effective instruments than the state in delivering sustained growth; (iii) aid cannot be effective without the state
investing in human capital and the creation of an institutional framework that allows the rule of law to prevail; (iv)
promoting sustainable economic growth requires the active participation of the population; and (v) externally-
funded investments must be anchored in the Government’s development program to be successful over the longer
term. The NDF focuses on three pillars of development: (i) security and human development, (ii) rebuilding
physical infrastructure, and (i) enabling the creation of a viable private sector as the engine for sustainable and
inclusive economic growth. Restoring security and reestablishing law and order, administrative and financial
reform, and gender are crosscutting priorities. The key challenges and priorities in the short term are to quickly
establish basic security for the population, revitalize agriculture, facilitate private economic activity, and rebuild
infrastructure and social services. Please refer to Appendix 8 for an official NDF summary.
The Ministry of Finance presented a national development budget (NDB) to a meeting of the Implementation
Group in Kabul on 12-13 October 2002. The NDB translates the priorities of the NDF into programs and projects
while simultaneously providing a vehicle for policy development. It provides an outline of ongoing and proposed
investments for 2002-2004 and consolidates investments based around 12 programs presented within the NDF.
Compilation of most macroeconomic statistics was discontinued in the mid-1990s, except for the consumer price
index. The International Monetary Fund has place a resident statistics advisor in Kabul to assist in capacity building
and implementing a number of recommendations regarding data compilation. Much of the macroeconomic data
presented here are estimates and the best information available to ADB as of November 2002.
® The exchange rate in 1997-98 was approximately $1=Af4,679.



$205 in 2002 dollars), reflecting the effects of the war, civil turmoil, and 4year drought.® A
rebound in economic growth is expected in 2002—2003.

4, Poverty. Poverty has worsened over the past two decades, with an estimated 60—-80%
of the population living below the threshold of $1 a day.’ It is estimated that 80% of the rural
population is in need of emergency assistance, as cereal production declined by 50% between
1998 and 2001. Vulnerable groups include small farmers, landless laborers, sharecroppers,
debtors, internally displaced persons (IDPs, estimated at 1.1 million), returning refugees, ex-
combatants, war widows and orphans, and the disabled (800,000, of whom 200,000 were mine
victims).? IDPs are particularly indigent, as they receive little or no assistance, in contrast to
returning refugees who have some resources of their own.

5. Inflation. Consumer prices increased by almost 70% between 1994 and 1998, or at an
annual compound rate of inflation of 14%. According to the Kabul-based consumer price index
(CPI) produced by the Central Statistical Office (CSO), prices have fluctuated widely over the
past year — first deflating as a result of the appreciation of the afghani following September 11.
The Kabul CPI increased by just over 1% in the second quarter of 2002, well below the 4.5%
envisaged in the monetary program.

6. Exchange Rate. The official exchange rate of Af45:$1 set in 1963 was adjusted to
Af3,000:$1 in April 1996, reflecting, among other factors, a weakening of monetary discipline
under the Jamiat regime. During the late 1990s, the currency further depreciated as a result of
market forces. By 200, the foreign exchange market had become more fragmented and
volatile, with wide divergence between official, spot, and black market rates and also between
Taliban and opposition-controlled areas. By September 2001 the rate had depreciated to
Af79,000. Following the start of the war on terrorism in Afghanistan, the currency appreciated
significantly to under Af30,000:$1 by December 2001. Since then, the afghani has weakened to
Af35,000—Af40,000 to the dollar. Most recently, the exchange rate plunged to Af60,000 or lower,
as a result of the announcement that the Government would introduce a new currency.® An
upsurge of violence also exacerbated the exchange rate volatility.

7. Fiscal Developments. On 6 April 2002, the Afghanistan Interim Administration (AlA)
adopted an ordinary budget of $460.3 million for FY2003.*° A development budget, which is

® ADB staff estimates. The population in 2002 is estimated to be 26.4 million. Per capita gross domestic product is
likely underestimated by $15-41, or more, reflecting illegal trade in drugs and arms. Transfer from abroad are about
$1 billion annually, adding to the gross national product (GNP).

’ Reliable statistics on poverty are not available.

8 ADB, United Nations Development Programme, and the World Bank. January 2002. Afghanistan: Preliminary
Needs Assessment for Recovery and Reconstruction.

® On the evening of 4 September, President Hamid Karzai announced a new currency. The new currency will still be
called afghani, but each new afghani will be worth 1,000 old ones. The operation will remove from circulation an
inflated currency that has been cumbersome to use, requiring an excessive number of notes for most transactions.
The operation to exchange the old notes for new ones is expected to take about 2 months. The IMF issued a
statement following the President's announcement saying: “The authorities’ decision to introduce a new currency is
an important step in their efforts to establish macroeconomic stability and to create an environment that is
conducive to restoring sustainable economic growth in Afghanistan. The new afghani will be a symbol of national
sovereignty and unity. The authorities fully recognize that the outlook for the currency will to a large extent depend
on the fiscal and financial policies of the government, and the Fund welcomes the authorities’ demonstrated
commitment to implement sound fiscal and monetary policies. The introduction of a new currency is a major
operation with numerous logistical challenges to overcome. Preparations for the change over are well under way.”

% The Fiscal year starts on 21 March. FY2003 refers to 21 March 2002-20 March 2003.



essentially a list of externally-funded investment projects, covering both the current FY2003 and
FY 2004, was presented in October 2002 and is estimated at about $3.2 billion. For financing,
the ordinary (recurrent) budget, the Government projected $83 million or 18% of total
expenditures sourced from domestic revenue, with the remainder financed by external
assistance.” The budget gap could be higher due to the fact that a portion of domestic
revenues will be needed to cover $22.5 million in back salaries for civil servants for August—
December 2001. According to a report prepared by the Ministry of Finance (MOF) in October,*
domestic revenues in the first quarter amounted to $22.7 million (mainly from customs duties)
against planned revenues of $16 million; however, transmittal of revenues by provincial offices
has been problematic partly due to the difficulty of determining surpluses in provinces that are to
be submitted to the central Government. Foreign assistance for recurrent expenditures has also
fallen short of expectations. In addition, $285.4 million in grants from multilateral (e.g., AIA and
Land and Order Trust Funds of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the
Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ARTF), and bilateral sources™ are expected, against
the required $377.3 million. It follows that the revised budget for FY 2003 includes a net
financing gap of $91.9 million. A fiscal crisis has so far been avoided; however, the situation is
expected to change in the coming months and financial resources are urgently needed. The
World Bank is processing direct support of $100 million through its International Development
Association (IDA) resources. While the Development Budget will need to be largely foreign
financed for the foreseeable future, the ordinary budget will eventually be financed from
domestic revenues. As the authority of the central Government extends over the entire country,
revenue collections from both direct and indirect sources should increased substantially.

8. Monetary Developments. Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), the central bank, is responsible
for monetary policy. During the Taliban regime, however, DAB had little authority over currency
regulation. In September 2002, ITGA announced that it would introduce a single Afghan
currency to replace the multiple Afghani currencies that are currently in circulation. To this
effect, DAB has been assigned full authority over the issuance of currency. DAB has decided to
issue completely new Afghani banknotes with higher security features to prevent counterfeiting,
and to withdraw the existing multiple variations now in circulation. Conversion of the currency
will get underway in October 2002. As noted earlier, the announcement has triggered a sharp
depreciation of the currency, reflecting that currency traders and the public alike lack
understanding of the conversion process. To extend its currency control, DAB will encourage
foreign exchange transactions through the banking system. Further, it will be involved in
auctioning foreign exchange to ensure that money creation is limited by the holding of foreign
exchange reserves at DAB. According to the IMF, the increase in the money supply during the
first quarter of 2002 was consistent with the Government’'s target of limiting the 12-month
inflation rate to 18%. Absence of a modern banking system makes formulating and
implementing a monetary policy difficult. DAB is not yet fully operational and commercial and
other banks are much less so. The country depends on the traditional hawala system for money
transfer, the only effective operational payments system.

0. External Account. Available data indicate that Afghanistan has experienced large

current account deficits since the late 1990s. Official capital transfers and unofficial transactions
(e.g., the drug trade) financed the gap. A survey sponsored by the World Bank found that

1 Assumed exchange rate is Af34,000=%$1.

2 Ministry of Finance, Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan. Report on Donor Assistance for the Afghanistan
Ordinary Budget. A report submitted to the Implementation Group Meeting, 12-13 October, Kabul.

3 Of this amount, $54 million is categorized as “Expected, Unannounced.”



Afghanistan’s total trade in 2000 was $2.5 billion, comprising $1.2 billion in imports and $1.2
billion in exports, most of which was comprised of reexports.** Trade has since fallen sharply,
except for emergency food aid and other imports and perhaps exports of opium. The AlA and
ITGA have extended the Taliban-imposed ban on poppy cultivation and opium production, but
there is no machinery to enforce it. In fact, it is reported that poppy cultivation has picked up
considerably and Afghanistan is once again the world’s largest producer of opium, estimated at
2,952 tons in 2002, up from 74 tons in 2001. Reported collections of customs duties give an
insight into the level of imports. In the first quarter of 2002, customs collections were about $20
million, which implies an annual official mport volume of at least $600 million, assuming an
average tariff of 20%, and coverage rate of 67%. Imports are likely to grow at the rate of 15—
20% annually over the next few years but exports will likely grow more slowly.

10. External Debt. The external debt™ situation is very sketchy with the exception of debt
to international financial institutions (IFIs). Arrears to the IFIs total about $54 million (i.e., about
$27 million with IDA, about $17 million with ADB, and about $10 million with IMF). Once arrears
to the IFIs are cleared, outstanding debts to the IFls of about $86 (of which $15.8 million is to
ADB) would be serviced. The total debt to Paris Club members (excluding Russia) is estimated
at about $473 million. Outstanding Russian loans amount to $5.9 billion as of 1991, valued at
one-to-one with the US dollar. After including the outstanding balance (deficit) of Afghanistan’s
bilateral payments agreements as of 1991, total debt owed to Russia amounts to Rubles 6.6
billion. Under the agreement on Russia’s participation in the Paris Club as a creditor,
Afghanistan would be eligible for an upfront discount of 80 percent prior to any future
concessional rescheduling. Other than these information, given the very weak database and
considerable uncertainties about Afghanistan’s economic prospects, as well as uncertainties
about economic projects, as well as the absence of the precise foresight on how the existing
debt might be rescheduled or forgiven, the debt sustainability analysis is very difficult. The
results depend very much on the assumptions made on macroeconomic scenarios and debt
rescheduling arrangements. While precise conclusions cannot be drawn from the preliminary
analysis, general implications are: (i) achievement of debt sustainability will probably require
debt relief that goes beyond the normal terms of debt restructuring, (ii) debt indicators appear to
worsen in the initial period, the duration of which depends on the macro scenario, before leading
to a robust improving trend, and (iii) debt sustainability is very sensitive to positive or negative
shocks to output and export growth. The macroeconomic situation needs close monitoring over
the medium term before it can be said with any degree of certainty whether the Afghan
economy is on a desired path. Of course, stability in the security situation and Government
commitment to sound macroeconomic management are prerequisites to debt sustainability.

11. Aid Flows. The international community pledged $5.1 billion in assistance at the
International Conference on Reconstruction Assistance to Afghanistan in Tokyo in January

4 World Bank, 2001. Afghanistan’s International Trade Relations with Neighboring Countries 2001.

1> Based on the latest ADB staff analysis with inputs from IMF staff reflected. Work is underway by IMF staff on the
sustainability of Afghanistan’s debt. In this work, the implications of different scenarios are being explored
regarding the extent of debt relief, the mix of external financial assistance (nonconcessional and concessional,
including grants), the quality of economic policies and their implementation, and different growth and exports
assumptions. Although this work is at a preliminary stage, the early implications are that given the initial level of
Afghanistan’s external debt, the achievement of debt sustainability will depend importantly on positive policy and
growth outcomes and the extent of concessional financing.



2002. Some donors made multi year pledges and commitments of various timeframes®®
Revised pledges for 2002 total $1.94 billion, about $1.73 billion of which has been committed for
specific projects. '’ As of October 2002, however, disbursements per capita are far lower in
Afghanistan than in other recent post conflict settings, suggesting that there is an urgent need to
“shift gears” and accelerate program delivery so as to meet Afghanistan’s huge reconstruction
needs. Specifically, about $1.31 billion, or 67% of pledges for 2002, has been disbursed (i.e.
has been placed in a bank account of the implemented or in one of several trust funds for
Afghanistan). The breakdown of this amount follows: $195 million has been deposited in various
trust funds, $50 million was committed for “large ticket items” such as United Nations
Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) flights and agency information services; $20 million
supported Afghan refugees outside Afghanistan; about $630 million was committed for
humanitarian/relief activities; and $420 million went to reconstruction-related activities. The last
two categories are hard to pin down. Much of the reconstruction assistance is emergency/short-
term assistance to provide education or basic sanitation to IDPs/refugees, for example, or for
de-mining activities.

12. Need to Fast-Track Assistance. ITGA has launched an ambitious nation-building
agenda. It is committed to far-reaching policy and institutional changes to set the stage for
reconstruction and development. The opportunity cost of delayed assistance by the aid
community to underwrite investments required for reconstruction and development is very high,
in both human and political terms. The cost would be both national and regional. With the
country’s economy restored and on a solid growth path, and with social stability, the
considerable potential for subregional cooperation and mutual benefits among neighboring
countries could be realized.

. THE SECTORS

A. Sector Descriptions and Performance

13. The objective of ADB’s initial strategy and operations in Afghanistan is to assist the
Government in making a seamless transition from humanitarian to reconstruction and
development assistance. This will take place under the overall vision of the NDF. The emphasis
is on broad-based growth within a multi-ethnic society, which is essential to reducing poverty
and securing peace and stability. Broad-based growth will be inclusive, engaging the productive
potential of the poor, including women, returned refugees and IDPs, and other vulnerable
groups, and ensuring that they are an integral part of the growth process. To achieve this
objective, ADB will work with the leadership of the ITGA, together with Afghan civil society, local
communities, the private sector, and other development partners, to bring about the policy and
institutional changes required for sound future investments.

14. The Postconflict Multisector Program loan (PMPL) will address policy and institutional
reforms concerning governance and the financial, transport, and energy sectors. Reforms in
these sectors and areas will help pave the way for the sustained long-term growth of
Afghanistan’s economy. These sectors constitute the focus of the program because (i) the
Executing Agency requested that the program focus on these sectors, (ii) ADB plans to provide

% The preliminary needs assessment estimated that $1.7 billion in external contributions would be required for the
first year of Afghanistan’s recovery to jump-start reconstruction effectively, $4.9 billion in the first 2.5 years, $10.2
billion in the first 5 years, and $14.6 billion over the first decade.

" Based on information provided by Afghan Assistance Coordination Authority at the Implementation Group Meeting
on 12-13 October 2002 in Kabul.



grant financing for pilot projects involving rehabilitation of small-scale irrigation systems and
education and health facilities, and (iii) bilateral sources are already providing considerable
assistance for agriculture and the social sectors. In addition, ADB’s ongoing TAC, a $150 million
emergency rehabilitation project planned for early 2003, aad a social sector program loan
proposed for later in 2003 will address the social and agriculture sectors, with the result that key
sectors will be supported by ADB.*® In this context, it is useful to review the current situation of
the financial, transport, energy, education, health, and agriculture sectors.

1. Financial and Public Sector Management

15. The financial sector is extremely weak. DAB, the country’s central bank, is still not fully
functional and lacks the instruments for effectively managing monetary policy. Multiple domestic
currencies exist and replacing them with a new single national currency will be extremely
difficult and potentially destabilizing in the short run. The price of money fluctuates sharply and
there is no official reference interest rate, either in the central bank or the few commercial
banks.”® Urgently needed policy and institutional reforms include modernizing of the central
bank, separating of central and commercial banking activities, developing accounting standards
and prudential rules, exercising bank supervision, establishing payments system, regulating
currency, managing foreign exchange, and modernizing and expanding the banking system. In
the absence of a stable monetary system and an accessible credit system, reviving economic
activities to their potential will remain extremely problematic. After all, farmers need short- and
medium-term credit to resume agricultural activity; trade and commercial activities cannot
resume without working capital support; and industrial (small- and medium-scale) activities
require both short- and longer-term credit. Also, the absence of credible financial institutions
hampers savings mobilization and financial intermediation. The capital market is undeveloped
and modern savings and investment instruments are almost nonexistent.

16. Regarding fiscal management, in April 2002 ITGA announced an ordinary budget of
$460 million for FY2003 to cover recurrent expenditures including wages and salaries. More
than 80% of the ordinary budget will have to be financed by foreign assistance, but
commitments as of September 2002 for this purpose were still short by $166 million.?° The
development budget will more than double the need for foreign assistance.

17. War and civil turmoil spanning more than two decades have severely undermined
significant elements of the administration. Responsibility for overall management of the civil
service is diffused and the division of responsibilities within and between the central and
provincial governments is unclear. Many ministers and ministries have little experience in policy
making and in directing the public service. The Cabinet needs technical assistance in support of
the policy and institutional reform process. The Office of Administrative Affairs (OAA) serves the

8 The Minister of Finance requested ADB on 1 September 2002 to process an emergency rehabilitation and
reconstruction project of at least $150 million, for consideration in early 2003, in addition to the PMPL. The project
loan will focus on rehabilitation of priority infrastructure, including national roads, petroleum storage facilities,
irrigation schemes, civil aviation facilities, among others.

¥ pAB nominally has 89 branches, 20 of which have been destroyed and 14 are dysfunctional. There are also six
banks (two commercial banks, a trade finance bank, an agriculture development bank, a housing bank and an
industry bank). However, none of these are performing intermediation functions.

® Transitional Government of Afghanistan, Ministry of Finance, 2002. Afghan Ordinary Budget and Donor Assistance,
Report by Ashraf Ghani, Finance Minister to the Co-Chairs, Afghanistan Reconstruction Steering Committee
(ARSG), 6 July 2002.



Council of Ministers, but is not very effective, partly because of its centralized approach.
Developments during the past two decades have resulted in (i) considerable weakening of
controls in managing financial resources; (ii) a breakdown in the revenue system and collection
and management of basic information for decision making; and (iii) a nontransparent system of
appointments of staff. Although there have been some recent improvements, basic systems and
skills for preparing budgets, programs, and projects are very weak. Operational problems
include (i) inability to produce an accurate payroll or to make timely payment of salaries; (ii)
insufficient checks and balances in the payroll system; (iii) poor management of personnel
records; and (iv) absence of merit-based recruitment or effective control of recruitment caps.

2. Infrastructure

18. Afghanistan is a large country (about the size of France) with a population of
approximately 24 million, widely dispersed over mountainous terrain. It is also a landlocked
country. Consequently, road and air transport are vital to Afghanistan’s development prospects.
Road transport is also vital to facilitating humanitarian aid and the return of refugees. The road
network includes about 5,800 kilometers (km) of national roads, 2,700 km of secondary roads,
and 15,000 km of provincial roads. Only 2,400 km of national roads were originally paved. The
remaining network of roads has either gravel or earthen surface. Their state has not yet been
surveyed systematically, although it is apparent that the road system generally is substandard.
More than two decades of conflict combined with lack of maintenance has resulted in serious
damage to extended road sections, critical structures, bridges, and the snow galleries on the
approach to the Salang Tunnel. A recent survey of some sections of the network shows the
road conditions have further deteriorated. The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) urgently needs
assistance to rebuild confidence following the assassination of Vice President and Minister of
Public Works Muhammad Haji Kadir in July 2002 and long-standing managerial problems. The
ministry is considerably overstaffed and the financial and asset management system must be
thoroughly strengthened.

19. Afghanistan is well endowed with natural gas, coal and hydropower. Geological studies
carried out with financial and technical assistance from the former Soviet Union show that the
country is potentially rich in hydrocarbon resources. Afghanistan’s energy sector infrastructure is
in disarray because of a combination of factors: the direct effects of war and conflict, shortage of
expertise, and unavailability of spare parts, tools, and equipment due to lack of funding. As a
result, sector entities are unable to operate, repair, and maintain the system. Gas production,
transmission, and distribution systems suffer from severe operating problems and urgently need
rehabilitation. The gas supply is grossly inadequate to meet current requirements mainly due to
loss of production facilities and a high rate of leakage. Gas leakage represents not only a loss of
revenue but also a major safety hazard. State institutions are basically dysfunctional. Electricity
networks are located around big cities and industrial areas; there is no national power grid. The
power sector is characterized by daily rationing of electricity, loss of power generation capacity,
missing overhead transmission and distribution lines, and high system losses. The country
imports most of its requirements of petroleum products. A significant part of the infrastructure for
storing, transporting, and distributing petroleum products has been damaged while the
remaining capacity is in need of rehabilitation. As a result the supply of petroleum products is
unregulated and distribution is very costly.

20. Significant gas reserves were discovered in the early 1960s near the city of Sheberghan.
Commercially, natural gas is the most important primary energy source. Potential gas reserves
are estimated to be about 250 billion cubic meters (m®). The reserves are spread over eight
fields in the northern area of the country. Two fields have been brought into production, but the



remaining six have not been exploited and the field structure has not been delineated. The first
gas field was developed and put into commercial operation in 1967 for export to the former
Soviet Union. A pipeline was built from the gas field to the border with Uzbekistan, where it
connected to a major pipeline to the Soviet Union. The second gas field was developed in 1980.
Gas exports ended in 1987 with the end of Soviet domination in Afghanistan. For domestic gas
consumption, a transmission pipeline was built from Sheberghan to Mazar-i-Sharif, a distance of
about 135 km. Gas production in the 1980s amounted to an average 2.8 million m® per day, of
which about 2.4 million m® was for export and the remaining 400,000 m’ was for domestic
consumption. Thus, 86% of the gas produced was exported. The current gas production is
about 550,000 m*® per day, that is, about one fourth the level of production in the 1980s.

3. Social Sectors

21. The social sectors are not included as components of the PMPL (para.13), as to do so
would place too many demands on the PMPL. Instead, ADB is addressing the social sectors
through other instruments, including (i) an ongoing cluster TA, (i) a $4 million grant-funded
project for community-based, gender-sensitive basic education from ADB's Japan Fund for
Povery Reduction (JFPR), financed by the Government of Japan, and (iii) the possible provision
of additional grant assistance for a $3 million pilot project for health, and a social sector program
Loan for $50 million in 2003. It is further noted that ADB and the Government led the
preparation by the aid community of the preliminary and comprehensive needs assessments
(CNA) for Afghanistan’s education sector, which serve as the basis for many programs and
projects supported by ADB’s development partners. Although the PMPL does not directly
address the social sectors, the activities of other aid agencies working with ITGA in addressing
education policy and institutional reforms will benefit importantly from the findings and
recommendations of the CNA. In this context, it is useful to review briefly the current situation of
the social sectors.

22. The Afghan education system suffered badly as a result of 23 years of war, widespread
physical destruction, restructuring under the Communist regime, and successive governments
use of the nation as a political and religious pawn. The capacity to supply education in terms of
both quantity and quality was decimated, even as the demand expanded in both quantity and
complexity. The regime change in December 2001 and the relative political stability, together
with extensive foreign assistance for the education sector, have given renewed opportunity for
children to attend school. Despite serious deficiencies in school structures and teaching
materials, and salary arrears of several months to teachers and school administrators, the
numbers of students and teachers who have returned to school as a result of the back-to-school
campaign have far exceeded expectations. The United Nations Children Fund estimates that 3
million are in search of schooling opportunities.

23. The most informed estimates suggest that Afghanistan’s education indicators are among
the worst in the world, with girls and rural populations being particularly disadvantaged.”
Before installation of the AIA in December, the gross enrollment rate (GER) for primary
education was estimated at 38% for boys and 3% for girls; that for secondary education was
estimated at 5-11% for boys and as low as 1-2% for girls. Moreover, 80% of school buildings at
all levels were estimated to have been damaged or destroyed, as well as all but two of the
teacher training colleges. Most of the vocational-technical facilities were either damaged or

2 UNESCO EFA 2000 report.



destroyed. A large number of qualified teachers fled the country or were killed during the war
years and civil turmoil, or took jobs outside of education.

24. Afghanistan’s economy is heavily based on agriculture (crops, horticulture, and
livestock). Indeed, the sector supports about 85% of the population and accounts for about
50% of gross domestic product (GDP). Almost 70% of the labor force is engaged in
agriculture.” Further, agriculture accounted for most merchandise exports and a large share of
imports (65% and 38%, respectively) in 1999.%*Agricultural production has been badly affected
by the protracted period of war and civil turmoil, population displacement, 4 years of severe
drought, land loss through mines, dysfunctional irrigation systems, and degradation of natural
resources (soil erosion from cultivation of steep hillsides, stripping of brushwood for fuel, and
reduced land productivity due to the use of animal dung for fuel rather than fertilizer). Less than
10% of the land or 7.91 million hectares (ha) is arable. About 30% of total arable and permanent
cropland was irrigated in 1999, much of it through community-based small and medium-scale
irrigation (river valley) schemes. Most of the irrigation facilities are now in serious disrepair, and
significant parts are inaccessible due to land mines. In addition, large-scale facilities exhibit
management problems, waterlogging, and salinity from overuse. Substantial assistance is
required to rehabilitate the irrigation infrastructure to revitalize agriculture. Wheat is the main
crop, comprising 80% of total grain production.”* Wheat production declined by over 50%
between 1998 and 2000, from a relative high of 2.83 million metric tons to 1.49 million tons.
Resurgence of poppy production signals the need for a strategic approach of providing
opportunities for alternative income sources for poppy farmers and workers, and/or for support
measures by the authorities. Livestock has been a major source of cash income, including the
sale of dairy items, mutton, wool, animal hides, and the skins of karakul sheep (accounting for
14% of exports). >> However, the 4-year drought has reduced herd numbers by 40% (footnote
8). Loss of grazing land due to mines has also affected livestock herds. Horticultural production
and exports have similarly declined. In the 1970s, horticulture exports accounted for 40% of
total exports (footnote 8); in 1999 they accounted for about 30%.2°

B. Issues and Opportunities

25. Need for Appropriate Policy and Institutional Framework. It is urgent that the
governance, policy, and institutional frameworks necessary for a well-functioning economy be
established. This is a necessary condition for significant investment in Afghanistan’s
reconstruction, and to inspire confidence in private investors (domestic and foreign) to
participate in development opportunities. Transparency, accountability, community participation,
and the rule of law form the basis for good governance, which must be established at all levels
of government, from the center to the community and local levels. Policy reforms are needed to
help mobilize resources and to ensure these are used productively. Substantial institutional
capacity building is needed to ensure effective reconstruction and development of the economy
and social systems.

2 Encyclopedia Britannica, Yearbook 2002. Country Profile for Afghanistan.
Data are taken from Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 2001. Compendium of Food and Agriculture
Indicators 2001. Rome, country table of Afghanistan.

% Other crops include barley, corn, rice, beans, cotton, fruits, nuts, rice, sugar beet, potato, opium, vegetables, and
fodder crops (alfalfa and clover). Source: Encyclopedia Britannica 2002.

= Khan, Ulfat-un-Nabi, and Muzaffar Igbal. 1999. Role and Size of Livestock Sector in Afghanistan. World Bank,
Islamabad, p.11

% Data are taken from FAO. 2001. op. cit.
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26. Need for Prudent Fiscal and Monetary Management. ITGA is committed to fiscal and
monetary policies consistent with noninflationary growth and macroeconomic stability. To
improve revenue performance and expenditure management, wide-ranging policy and
institutional reforms will be undertaken in budget preparation and execution, domestic resource
mobilization, tax policy laws, the incentive framework for private investment, customs
administration, intergovernmental fiscal relationships, rationalization and privatization of state
enterprises, and cost recovery and user charges in relevant sectors. The minister of finance has
outlined an ambitious reform agenda across range of issues including (i) revenue policy,
administration, and expenditure management, (ii) budget preparation, (iii) central banking, and
(iv) broader economic policy issues including, but not limited to, privatization and commercial
banking. In the same vein, ITGA is committed to substantial policy and institutional reforms in
all key sectors of the economy, including agriculture, and the social, transport, and energy
sectors. ADB is working in partnership with ITGA and aid agencies, notably IMF and World
Bank, to elaborate the required policy and institutional reforms and actions. This consultation
and analysis form the basis for providing technical assistance and highly concessional loans to
help meet the adjustment and other costs associated with policy and institutional reforms.

27. Need for Currency Conversion. Currency conversion is a perfect example of the
reforms that must be undertaken. The Government issued on 4 September 2002 a currency
decree authorizing the introduction of a single national currency to replace the multiple Afghani
notes that are currently in circulation. A single currency is a prerequisite for establishing a
functional national payments system and creating a sound basis for economic development.
The decree pursues three objectives: (i) improve the credibility of and efficiency of the Afghan
currency system, (ii) convert the debt owed by central and local governments, debt owed to
public sector entities, as well as debt owed by or to DAB, into debt denominated in the new
currency, and (iii) remove from circulation currencies previously issued by authorities other than
DAB. Although envisaged as a transitional measure in lieu of an early enactment of a new
currency law and a new central bank law, the decree empowers DAB to be the sole issuer of
currency conversion, mandates continuity of contractual relationships, and outlines the
implementation arrangements. Thus, what appears to be a simple reform measure (however
difficult logistically) in fact has far-reaching implications and will ultimately prove an important
contributing factor to Afghanistan’s development prospects.

28. Need to Strengthen the Financial Sector. The transition from subsistence farming to
a modern commercial and diversified economy depends highly on the strength of the financial
sector. This is a major challenge to the authorities. Reforms include replacing the 1994 Law on
Money and Banking with a Central Bank Act-Decree and Banking Decree-Law; introducing a
new currency; privatizing the commercial banking activities of DAB so as to establishing a two-
tier banking system; adopting and implementing prudential regulations; implementing an
effective monitoring and reporting system; establishing modern payments system; and enacting
laws on bankruptcy and foreclosure. ADB’s cluster TA addresses some of these requirements,
but a great deal more needs to be done to strengthen the sector.

29. Need to Reconstruct Public Administration and Restore the Effective Functioning
of the Government Machinery. Significant reconstruction efforts are required to establish basic
administrative procedures and systems of accountability in the Afghan public service. Data on
the size of the public sector are very poor, but estimates suggest about 240,000 with a large
proportion located in Kabul. Staff are unevenly distributed and there is an imbalance between
professional and administrative staff. Wages and salaries are very low and pensions negligible.
ITGA has started working on (i) improved payroll processes, (ii) building the capacity of staff by
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establishing capacity building groups, (iii) a merit basis for recruitment and pomotion, (iv)
improving the policy management process, (v) the pay and grading review, and (vi) improved
monitoring of staffing totals. The ITGA is also considering a new budget planning process.

30. The longer term challenges facing public administration include defining and
implementing sound relationships between central, regional, provincial, and district
governments; creating a sustainable fiscal management process including issues concerned
with budget revenues; rationalizing the role and number of institutions and ministries and
retraining and reducing staff accordingly; and providing a social safety net that can make
retrenchment of surplus staff feasible.

31. Opportunity to Strengthen Public Consultation and Involvement of Civil Society.
ITGA faces enormous challenges over the next 2 years, as it prepares to conduct national
elections, draft and promulgate a new constitution, train and deploy new national armed forces,
demobilize 200,000 faction-based soldiers, and implement a multibillion dollar reconstruction
program. In addition, much more needs to be done to nurture national unity and participation by
civil society. The ITGA’s attempts to meet these challenges are complicated by the imperatives
set forth by the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) and coalition forces in
Afghanistan, whose concerns for long-term stability and participatory governance appear to be
overshadowed by more immediate efforts to root out terrorism. On the brighter side, there
appears to be considerable interest in and willingness for a more participatory process.
However, more needs to be done to nurture national unity and support the emerging civil society
organizations, including NGOs. Participation of these more inclusive institutions in public
decision-making processes is necessary to reinforce and decentralize modern institutions.
There is need to empower communities and strengthen community-based organizations so as
to develop social and physical capital. At the national level, a gender policy and action plan is
required to improve women’s access to resources and services and to ensure integration of
gender into community development strategies. Service delivery policies need to consider the
role of civil society in providing services and in conducting social audits of services provided by
the government.

32. Need to Rebuild the Transport System and Improve Management of the Sector.
ITGA has declared that reconstruction and rehabilitation of the road system, especially of
national roads, is the country’s top priority in reconstruction. Improved roads will not only
facilitate the physical and political integration of Afghanistan but also help unify the significant
informal trade and the formal international trade of Afghanistan. Rebuilding the road network is
also critical in facilitating humanitarian and development assistance. The reconstruction and
rehabilitation work will be labor intensive, providing much-needed employment and income
generation. It will contribute to social stability, by engaging among others refugees and ex-
combatants. Production and trade and commerce will be promoted, thereby expediting
economic recovery and growth. A strengthened transport system will serve regional interests,
with the possibility of reestablishing Afghanistan as a trade hub. The benefits for Afghanistan
would be enormous. Substantial investment will be required to rehabilitate and improve the road
network and to pursue a regional approach. To ensure effective use of investment resources
and to improve the efficiency of the sector, policy and institutional reforms are essential. These
include restructuring the transport sector, promoting market-based competition, introducing
privatization and commercialization, improving governance, and encouraging beneficiary
participation and cost recovery. MPW must draw on international experience in engaging the
private sector in road construction, maintenance, and management. There is an important
opportunity for reviving, developing and upscaling the domestic road construction industry.
There is also scope for commercializing the road department. As in the case of other taxes and
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levies, toll collection on national and provincial highways is irregular, unsupervised, and
unaudited. Further, much of the revenues collected from tolls are not received by the central
Government. Such revenues should be an important source of funds for road maintenance,
which has been very substandard. MOF proposes to take over toll collection as a central
revenue item. A modern road asset management system is needed.

33. Need to Reform the Legal and Regulatory Framework of the Energy Sector. To
facilitate the growth of the natural gas and electricity subsectors, state enterprises will be made
more efficient in preparing for the transition to greater involvement by the private sector. The
Policy and regulatory functions of the concerned ministries must be separated, so as to
minimize conflicts of interest. The legal and regulatory framework will have to be reviewed and
revised, and gaps in the framework filled. Greater attention must be paid to cost recovery.
Necessary reforms must be undertaken to promote energy trade.

34. Opportunities for Regional Cooperation. Trade patterns indicate that, in 1999,
Pakistan accounted for 32.4% of Afghanistan’s exports and 19.2% of its imports. According to a
World Bank survey,?’ abstracting from third-country trade, Pakistan accounted for 88.2% of
exports and 47.3% of imports in 2000-2001, followed by Iran with 11.3% and 46%, and
Turkmenistan with 0.5% and 6.7%, respectively. Pakistan is obviously the main trading partner
of Afghanistan. Reexports to Pakistan through unofficial channels are an important component
of total trade. An open trade regime and other forms of regional cooperation will generate many
benefits for Afghanistan and the neighboring countries. Cooperation in road transport and
energy development will foster regional cooperation in trade. Improved governance is needed to
curtail corruption, which is a serious nontariff barrier to trade. Streamlining of customs and
border procedures and improving the quality of information are other much needed measures to
foster regional trade. Regional cooperation in developing and distributing natural gas ad
electricity has great potential. Iran and Turkmenistan have vast natural gas reserves, and the
Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan have large hydroelectric potential. The possibilities for regional
power trade include (i) export of power from hydroelectric projects in Afghanistan, (ii)
resumption of export of natural gas from Afghanistan, (iii) export of natural gas from Iran to India
via Afghanistan and Pakistan, (iv) export of natural gas from Turkmenistan to India via
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and (v) and export of electricity from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan.
Further, there is considerable scope for regional cooperation in water resource management,
given that many rivers originate in the Afghan highlands and flow to neighboring countries. The
headwater watersheds of the Indus and Amu Darya are in the northern highlands of
Afghanistan. A beginning could be made with meteorological and hydrologic monitoring and
data sharing.

V. THE PROPOSED PROGRAM

35. A program loan of $150 million is proposed for Afghanistan, with the first tranche to be
disbursed upon loan effectiveness, expected before end-2002. As discussed in the Initial
Country Strategy and Program for Afghanistan (2002—2004), approved by ADB’s Board of
Directors on 28 May 2002, the quick-disbursing nature of a program loan is appropriate, given
the need to expedite assistance to the country. The focus of the program is appropriate, given
the importance of policy and institutional reform as a basis for sustained economic growth and
poverty reduction. The flexible nature of the program loan modality is also appropriate, given the

#\World Bank. 2001. Afghanistan’s International Trade Relations with Neighboring Countries.
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difficulty-of ensuring full compliance with all conditionalities-in light of the problematic nature of
the current security situation.

36. ITGA not only appreciates the importance of undertaking far-reaching policy and
institutional reforms, but is in fact leading the reform process. The proposed Program is
consistent with the vision and priorities for Afghanistan’s development as expressed in the NDF.
The Program supports policy and institutional reforms to improve governance and to strengthen
the financial, transport, and energy sectors. Thus, it will contribute to economic recovery and
growth within the framework of a market-based system. The proposed keforms are aligned
therefore with Pillar Il of the NDF, which calls for “external assistance to build the physical
infrastructure that lays the basis for a private sector-led strategy of growth, in such a manner as
to support the building of human and social capital”; and Pillar Ill, which calls for the “creation of
sustainable growth, where a competitive private sector becomes both the engine of growth and
the instrument of social inclusion through the creation of opportunity.”?® In addition, the Program
complements the administrative and financial reform objectives included in the NDF.

37. Program formulation was closely coordinated with various stakeholders. The proposed
program of policy and institutional reforms was drawn up based on the NDF as well as the
various assessments covering for the financial, transport, and energy sectors, on which
Government officials worked closely with ADB staff who assisted in further elaborating of key
reforms. During a meeting at the MOF on 1 September, the minister concurred with ADB
support for implementing of necessary reforms in governance and the financial, transport, and
energy sectors. The development policy letter of ITGA and the policy matrix are in Appendix 1.
The program framework is in Appendix 2. Sector backgrounds are in Appendix 3. The expected
poverty reduction impact of the program is presented in Appendix 4. The estimated adjustment
costs of the program are in Appendix 5. Appendix 6 lists the ineligible items. Appendix 7
presents the development coordination matrix. The NDF is summarized in Appendix 8. The
summary of the national development budget is in Appendix 9. Appendix 10 gives the
chronology of the PMPL.

38. It will be noted (para. 57) that the adjustment costs of the policy and institutional reforms
agreed upon in the PMPL policy matrix are expected to be as large as or larger than the loan
amount. It is also expected that the reforms, backed by ADB support, will prompt the
Government to invest in the identified sectors — particularly in the transport and energy sectors.
The quick-disbursing nature of the PMPL will enable it to serve as “bridge-financing” for reform-
related adjustment costs, although the loan proceeds may not immediately be used for financing
the adjustments. The reforms and initiatives under the PMPL are envisaged to generate
substantial incremental benefits, offsetting the adjustment and other costs associated with the
loan.

39. As outlined by the minister of finance in the development policy letter, Afghanistan’s
fiscal position is critical. However, as the minister stated:

“The reform process cannot wait until the fiscal situation improves. On the contrary,
acceleration of the reform process is an essential part of strengthening the fiscal
position—both directly and indirectly. Directly in that reform of the revenue system is
critical to strengthening the central government’s fiscal position. Indirectly in that reform

 National Development Framework, Draft for Consultation (Version 2), Kabul. April 2002.
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of the policy and regulatory framework is critical to creating a positive environment for
private sector enterprise and investment.”

40. It is proposed that loan disbursements be phased over an 18-month period through June
2004, to allow sequencing of the reforms and appropriate pacing of the accompanying
investments and capacity-building initiatives.

A. Objectives and Scope

41. The proposed program will contribute to poverty reduction by supporting market-based
policy and institutional reforms—fundamental to economic growth—Ileading to hew employment
and income opportunities throughout the country. The objective of poverty reduction is vital, as
the majority of the Afghan people are living below the poverty threshold of $1 per day. But for
extensive humanitarian assistance, and now the beginning of extensive development
assistance, famine and other hardship would be widespread. By helping to improve governance
and to strengthen sectors essential to economic recovery, the program will make a major
contribution to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Afghanistan.

42. The Program draws extensively from the NDF and NDB and the reform agenda
prepared by the Government. With regard to governance, the Program will address
transparency, budgetary management and revenue generation, together with measures to
strengthen and rationalize the public service. With regard to the financial sector, the Program
will assist the central bank in becoming fully operational; facilitate the establishment of a modern
commercial banking system, including appropriate licensing, regulation, accounting and
supervision; and help to establish a national payments system. With regard to the transport
sector, the Program will support the establishment of the legal, regulatory, and institutional
framework necessary for an efficient transport system, one that maximizes private sector
participation and cost recovery. Program support will also contribute to transparency and full
community participation in planning and implementing transport investments. The program
funds are expected to facilitate rehabilitation and reconstruction of national roads. With regard to
the energy sector, the Program will support the establishment of the legal, regulatory, and
institutional framework necessary for efficient development of the natural gas and hydropower
subsectors. The objectives include improving the domestic supply of energy and facilitating
export opportunities for natural gas and electricity. The Program will help rationalize the energy
sector, promote private sector participation, and minimize subsidies to the extent acceptable.

43. The Program will promote employment opportunities for women and other forms of
gender equity. The Program will be pro-poor in that some of the benefits of improved
governance and of strengthening the energy, transport, and financial sectors will reach the
majority of Afghans who are poor. It will also assist in strengthening sectors vital to economic
recovery in all areas of the country. Further, the Program will contribute to regional stability, for it
will encourage regional cooperation in the transport and energy sectors.

44. An ongoing $14.5 million TA cluster (TAC) for capacity building in Afghanistan, approved
by the Board on 30 May 2002, will support monitoring of the program reform agenda.
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B. Policy Framework and Actions
1. Improving Governance and the Financial Sector
45, Reforms under this component deal with four important areas of concern. First, the

financial sector must be strengthened through market-based policy and institutional reforms.
The starting point is the introduction of a new national currency as a basis for macroeconomic
stability. In addition, a suitable institutional framework, and proper monetary policy instruments
will need to be evolved. DAB, the central bank, is very weak and strengthening it will require
time and substantial assistance. Progress is not only critical to regaining effective management
of monetary policy but also to the credit operations of commercial and other banks, and to
savings mobilization and general financial intermediation. Reform measures will focus on
establishing the legal and regulatory framework for efficient and effective operation of the
financial sector. DAB will gradually divest its commercial banking functions, restricting itself to
traditional central bank roles. Bank licensing, regulation, and supervision will be strengthened.
Prudential regulations will be introduced, together with internationally accepted accounting
principles and standards. Second, the financial system will be improved by modernizing the
payments system on a suitable legal basis with the enactment of a payments law and
establishment of clearing and settlement facilities for interbank operations. Third, a wide range
of budgetary management reforms will be undertaken in preparing ordinary and development
budgets and improving efficiency and transparency in revenue, expenditure, and other
budgetary matters (e.g., debt management and public sector accounting). Finally, improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of the Afghan civil service is imperative. A strategy and action plan
will be prepared for designing and implementing a payroll system, and suitable checks and
balances for the payroll in line ministries, departments, and provinces will be evolved. In
addition, the Civil Service Commission will review government functions in key ministries, and in
the financial, transport, and energy sectors; and establish appropriate staffing (or retrenchment)
and retraining programs for an efficient and effective civil service.

2. Improving the Transport and Energy Sectors

46. The weak state of existing transport infrastructure is paralleled by the weak policy and
institutional framework for the sector. The prolonged period of war and conflict has significantly
undermined the capacity of key ministries and agencies to develop and implement policies and
projects. The ministries concerned include MPW, which is responsible for implementing all
infrastructure development programs; Ministry of Transport (MOT), which owns and operates
government-owned trucks and buses and is responsible for assisting and regulating the largely
private-sector-run road transport industry; the Ministry of Rehabilitation and Rural Development
(MRRD), which plans and implements rural development projects including support for rural
roads; and the Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism (MCAT), which manages all airports and
runs the government-owned airline and tourism business. Lack of capable staff seriously
constrains these ministries, which are responsible for leading the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the transport sector. A generation of professional expertise was lost during the
conflict, as most of the capable and qualified staff left the country. The small number of
professionals who stayed in Afghanistan is reaching retirement age. Due to lack of additional
training during the conflict period, there is a large gap in capacity that needs to be filled by
recruiting and training a new generation.

47. Rehabilitating and reconstructing road transport infrastructure and capacity building are
top priorities for the responsible ministries. Other sector issues must also be addressed:
institutional reforms such as merging some responsibilities on functional lines, decentralization,
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increasing involvement of the private sector, introducing cost recovery and self-financing
measures, direct participation of beneficiaries/communities in development activities,
environmental safeguards and ensuring environmental considerations in all development
projects, safeguards for indigenous peoples and affected ethnic minorities, proper resettlement
procedures for project-affected persons, and incorporating gender considerations in developing
transport sector projects.

48. Thus, transport sector reforms will focus on (i) creating an enabling framework for
market-based competition and efficiency; (ii) establishing efficient, safe, and reliable transport
services that meet gender, environmental, and involuntary resettlement objectives; (iii)
improving institutional efficiency and effectiveness of the concerned agencies; (iv) establishing a
regulatory framework for the road transport subsector; (v) introducing good governance in the
sector; (vi) instituting cost recovery mechanisms; (vii) promoting private sector participation in
developing infrastructure and delivering public services; (viii) establishing a system for
beneficiary participation in planning and design of transport projects; and (ix) establishing a
system for national road maintenance and upgrading that will sustain subregional transit traffic.
Accordingly, a working group will be established to draft a transport sector policy statement for
the government to consider. A plan for restructuring transport sector institutions will be finalized
and approval sought from the Government. In addition, the sector will be restructured,
separating operational and regulatory functions. Appropriate guidelines and transparent
procedures for procurement will be developed. Transparent procedures for regulating transport
operations will be put in place. A report on existing road financing arrangements will be
completed and cost recovery mechanisms in the sector will be adopted and implemented. A
legal and regulatory framework will be developed to encourage private investment in the sector.
An action plan will be developed for the participation of beneficiaries/users in public sector
transport projects. A plan for national road maintenance and upgrading will also be developed.

49. Similar actions are planned br the energy sector. The Ministry of Water and Power
(MWP) is responsible for the electricity sector and development of renewable energy. Until
recently, MWP had about 6,600 staff positions, most of which were vacant. Some 4,000 staff
recently reported back for duty. Da Afghanistan Bresha Moassese (DABM), an enterprise under
MWP, is responsible for generating, transmitting, distributing, and selling electricity. The serious
lack of experienced professional staff and poor work facilities prevent MWP/DABM from making
much progress in reconstructing and rehabilitating the electricity sector. MWP is also in need of
assistance in formulating policies and strategies for sector development, and for efficient
management and human resource development.

50. ITGA gives high priority to development of natural gas as a major source of energy for
the country. Long-term sustainability requires development of natural gas resources on a least-
cost basis, in an environmentally sound and socially acceptable way. External assistance is
needed in formulating policy and institutional reforms to improve the efficiency of the energy
sector, and opportunities for investment and development.

51. Accordingly, a number of policy actions are envisaged for the energy sector. First, to
create an efficient, safe, reliable, and environmentally sound energy system that meets gender,
environmental, involuntary resettlement objectives, an energy sector policy statement will be
drafted and government approval sought. Second, policy, regulatory, and operational functions
in the oil and gas sector will be assessed to improve efficiency and minimize potential conflicts
of interest, and the relationship between MWP and power sector enterprises will be reviewed
and their staffing and skills mix evaluated. Third, a capacity-building plan will be developed and
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implemented at all levels for the ministries and agencies responsible for the sector. Fourth, the
Government will begin preparing a master plan for institutional strengthening of MVP and
sector enterprises. Fifth, electricity and gas pricing, billing, and collection operations will be
reviewed to improve cost recovery, and an agreement will be sought to reduce gas subsidies to
an acceptable level. Sixth, the Government will prepare a policy statement on private
investment in oil and gas exploration and development for consideration. Finally, institutional
capacity will be created for improving corporate governance in the petroleum subsector, and
negotiating and monitoring private investments in exploring and developing oil and gas
resources.

C. Important Features

52. An important feature of the PMPL is the very high degree of Government ownership of
the policy and institutional reforms included in the Program. Consultation with the Government
in formulating the policy matrix has been extensive and maximum effort was made to reflect the
special circumstances of Afghanistan so as to ensure a practical and realistic agenda.
Consultation with other aid agencies has also been extensive, especially with IMF and the
World Bank. The Government is determined that development assistance to Afghanistan will be
well coordinated, hence the emphasis on complementarity of all assistance with the NDF and
NDB. The proposed conditions are designed such that they reinforce one another as well as
those under the World Bank’'s proposed fiscal rehabilitation operation in support of the
Government’s budget in 2002, supported by a $100 million IDA credit.

53. Another important feature of the PMPL is its timeliness. While the Government has
hesitated to request loan assistance out of concern for long-term debt implications and other
considerations, it now recognizes that highly concessional loan assistance should be part of the
financing effort for Afghanistan’s reconstruction. Because of the large grant element embodied
in the PMPL, it will only marginally affect Afghanistan’s debt service burden. Moreover, the
program design fully considers the Government’s concern that loan funds be used productively
and prudently. Most critically, the fast-disbursing nature of the program responds to the
Government's request that the international aid community accelerate the disbursement of
pledged assistance to Afghanistan.

54. Yet another important feature of the PMPL is its flexibility. The policy matrix is
deliberately more adaptable than is typical for program loans. Besides reflecting Afghanistan’s
extremely difficult circumstances, including increased security concerns, this formulation draws
from ADB’s overall experience with program loans as reported on by the Operations Evaluation
Office. In the past, overly ambitious and numerous conditionalities have contributed to
disappointing program performance.

55. Finally, another feature of the PMPL is that it addresses factors fundamental to transition
to a more market-based, modern economy. This objective was drawn to the attention of the
Board Members during Afghanistan’s participation at ADB’ s 35" annual meeting in Shanghai:

“The nation we are endeavoring to rebuild is a modern Afghanistan, consistent with our
religious and cultural beliefs. Our strategy is designed to recover lost time, to put the
country on a faster development track and place it firmly in the 21st century. We want
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up-to-date technologies and policies and programs in line with regional requirements
and global realities.”®

56. The PMPL meets the spirit of this vision. For example, it supports the introduction of a
new national currency and the process of currency conversion. It also highlights the importance
of a strong and independent central bank, while recognizing that a great deal of reform and
capacity building is needed before this can be realized. Moreover, the PMPL focuses on the
critical need to create the policy, regulatory, and institutional framework for an efficient banking
system, without which private sector investment and enterprise will flounder. Reform of the civil
service is another essential step in securing the foundation for economic growth and poverty
reduction; hence, several program elements address this reform. Other governance initiatives
include strengthening transparency and community participation in forming the development
agenda. Finally, the Program emphasizes and contributes to regional cooperation.

D. Financing Plan

57. ITGA has requested a loan of $150 million from ADB’s Special Fund resources, with the
interest charge during the grace period to be capitalized and charged to the Loan Account, to
support the proposed program, as described in the development policy letter and the policy
matrix (Appendix 1). The loan amount was determined on the basis of the adjustment and
related costs of the proposed policy and institutional reforms. Four cost elements are
considered: (i) costs of compliance with the new legal and regulatory systems and standards, (ii)
costs of capacity building, (iii) costs of enforcement, and (iv) costs of price adjustments.
Adjustment costs cover technical expert inputs, administrative support, training, compensation,
building and equipment associated with compliance, capacity building and enforcement. In
addition, costs of price adjustments have been included, where appropriate. The major cost
elements under reforms of governance and finance are costs associated with (i) introducing the
new official afghan currency, (ii) implementing the national payments system, (iii) completing a
diagnostic review of customs procedures, simplifying customs procedures, and rationalizing the
customs tariff structure, and (iv) enhancing efficiency and effectiveness of the civil service. The
major cost elements under reforms of the transport sector are costs associated with (i) finalizing
a plan for restructuring transport sector institutions, (ii) adopting and implementing cost recovery
mechanisms in the transport sector, which includes construction of toll booths and weighing
stations, and (iii) national road reconstruction and maintenance. The major cost elements under
reforms of the energy sector are costs associated with (i) improving the efficiency of sector
ministries and institutions, (i) developing capacity, (iii) creating a market framework, (iv)
promoting cost recovery, and (v) promoting private sector participation. These and related costs
are estimated to be at least about $158 million, consisting of the following major cost categories:

0] market-based policy and institutional reforms (about $29 million),

(i) financial system reforms (about $17 million),

(iii) fiscal policy reforms (about $9 million),

(iv) improved institutional efficiency in the transport sector (about $8 million),
(V) improved cost recovery in the transport sector (about $14 million), and
(vi) road rehabilitation and maintenance system (about $62 million).

# Address to ADB's Board of Governors, 9 May 2002, by H.E. Hedayat Amin-Arsala, then Minister of Finance, how
Vice President of ITGA.
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58. Details of estimated adjustment costs and underlying assumptions are in Appendix 5.

59. The program loan will have a repayment period of 40 years, including a grace period of
10 years, and carry an interest rate of 1.0%, with the interest charge during the grace period to
be capitalized and charged to the Loan Account, on an exceptional basis. The loan proceeds
will be available for disbursement in two tranches, upon satisfactory compliance with agreed-
upon conditions from the date of loan effectiveness until 31 December 2004.

E. Implementation Arrangements
1. Program Management

60. MOF will be the Executing Agency for the PMPL and will be responsible for disbursing
the loan proceeds, maintaining program records, and ensuring compliance with all policy-related
conditions. MOF will appoint a program coordinator and assign appropriate staff to assist in
monitoring and supervising program activities. MOF, DAB, OAA, Civil Service Commission
(CSC), MPW, MOT, Ministry of Commerce (MOC), Ministry of Mines and Industry (MOMI), and
MWP will be Implementing Agencies (IAs). MOF and the IAs will assume responsibility for
implementing all conditions and program components within their regulatory and development
mandates. Each IA will appoint a program officer, who will liaise with the program coordinator on
policy decisions concerning the PMPL. MOF and the IAs will liaise closely with consultants
assigned under the cluster TA for capacity building, which will be utilized to sort out institutional
development and policy reform issues and otherwise to facilitate compliance with program
conditions in all sectors. Program implementation will require considerable input from ADB staff,
who will backstop program implementation and coordination activities.

61. In addition, a national program steering committee chaired by the minister of finance will
be established to provide program oversight. Committee members will be deputy ministers of
concerned ministries. The Afghan Assistance Coordination Authority (AACA) will serve as the
committee’s secretary. The steering committee will meet at least quarterly to review program
implementation and to resolve interdepartmental and other issues. The Program will be
implemented in close coordination with other aid agencies, especially the World Bank and IMF,
to avoid duplication and enhance impact.

2. Implementation Period

62. The program loan will be implemented within 18 months, starting from the date of loan
effectiveness. The loan will be released in two tranches upon satisfactory compliance with
agreed-upon conditions from the date of loan effectiveness up to 31 December 2002.

3. Procurement and Disbursement

63. The loan proceeds will be used to finance the foreign exchange costs of items produced
and procured in ADB member countries (other than items specified in the negative list and
imports financed by other bilateral and multilateral sources). The Government will certify that the
volume of eligible imports exceeds the amount of ADB’s projected disbursements under the
loan for the given period. ADB reserves the right to audit the use of the loan proceeds and verify
the accuracy of the Government’s certification. The Government will open an account (the
deposit account) with a bank acceptable to the ADB into which the loan proceeds will be
deposited and through which all withdrawals will be made. Monthly statements of the deposit
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account will be attached to the semiannual report of PMPL implementation to be submitted by
the AACA to ADB.

4. Consulting Services

64. No consulting services will be provided under the Program. But because the Program
will address basic policy and institution reforms in governance and the transport, energy, and
financial sectors, investment and capacity building in those sectors were ensured by linking
program monitoring and implementation with the activities of ADB-funded advisors already
working in the concerned ministries and departments under an ongoing TAC for capacity
building.*® Significant progress has been made with recruiting and fielding consultants under the
TAC. These consultants, together with those financed by other external funding agencies, will
support ITGA and various ministries in securing compliance with first and second-tranche
conditions of the policy matrix. In particular, technical assistance provided by IMF, Department
for International Development, and ADB will help DAB and MOF to comply with the governance
and finance policy conditions. Policy actions in the transport sector will be facilitated by the TAC
and technical assistance provided by Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
while those in the oil and gas subsector will be supported by the TAC.

5. Counterpart Funds

65. The Government will use the local currency counterpart funds generated by the PMPL to
meet program expenditures and the adjustment costs of reform.

6. Monitoring and Tranching

66. The loan will be released in two tranches upon satisfactory compliance with the agreed-
upon conditions. The first tranche, equivalent to $100 million, will be made available upon loan
effectiveness. The second tranche of $50 million will be made available about 12 months later
upon satisfactory compliance with agreed-upon conditions, as well as continued compliance
with all previous tranche conditions. The conditions for release of the first and second tranches
are as follows:

a. Conditions for First-Tranche Release

i Governance and the Financial Sector

0] Prepare drafts of a Central Bank Decree-Act and Banking
Decree-Law, to replace the 1994 Law on Money and
Banking

(i) Issue new currency decree

(iii) Complete preparation of a time-bound action plan for
phasing out commercial banking activities of DAB.

(iv) Prepare a time-bound action plan for modernizing the
payment system

% ADB. 2002. Technical Assistance to Afghanistan for Capacity Building for Reconstruction and Development.

Manila.
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V) Prepare and announce a development budget for the
current fiscal year

(vi) Establish a civil service commission

(vii)  Identify technical assistance requirements to improve
payroll and personnel systems and processes

Transport

0] Establish a working group to prepare a transport sector
policy statement

(i) Begin preparing a plan for restructuring ministries and
departments in the transport sector

(iii) Begin developing a regulatory framework for road transport
industry operations

(iv) Begin drafting standard procurement guidelines,
regulations, and documentation meeting international
standards

v) Begin a comprehensive assessment of legal and nonlegal
barriers, including policy and regulatory frameworks, to
private  participation in road construction and
maintenance, and transport services

(vi) Assign staff and consultants to prepare a plan for
maintaining and developing the national road network

Energy

Power

0] Establish a working group to prepare an energy sector
policy statement (ESPS).

(i) Begin reviewing the relationship between MWP and power
sector public enterprises

(iii) Begin developing a plan to improve the financial
management system and billing and collection operations

(iv) Begin reviewing the current tariff and cost structure and
begin developing a pricing strategy for cost recovery

Oil and Gas

@ Complete the terms of reference for a study to establish
policy, institutional and regulatory frameworks for the oil
and gas subsectors

(i) Complete the terms of reference for a study on safety and
efficiency improvement in the gas subsector

(iii) Establish a working group to study policy, regulatory, and
operational functions in the oil and gas subsector

(iv) Begin assessing the institutional capacity of the key
entities responsible for rehabilitating and reconstructing of
the oil and gas subsector

v) Agree on the need for cost recovery from natural gas users

and on minimizing subsidies to acceptable levels
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(vi) Begin preparing a policy statement on private investment
in oil and gas exploration and development
(viii  Begin preparing standard procurement guidelines and
procedures for importing petroleum products
(viii)  Begin reviewing the safety and environmental codes for
petroleum storage, transport, and distribution
b. Conditions for Second-Tranche Release

Governance and the Financial Sector

0] Draft decrees on bank licensing, regulation, and
supervision and submit to the Cabinet for approval

(i) Establish an accountancy board.

(iii) Establish a Banking Supervision Department at DAB, and
prepare a strategic plan for the development of bank
supervision functions

(iv) Complete draft payments decree-law in line with
international best practice

V) Begin implementing a national payments system

(vi) Announce ordinary and development budgets for FY2004
(SY 1382)

(vii)  Finalize a draft policy statement on public debt
management, including establishment of a debt
information system

(viii)  Begin simplifying customs procedures and rationalizing the
tariff structure

(iX) Begin issuing monthly reports on public spending and
revenue at the center

(X) Finalize a plan for establishing a central employee
database for controlling the payroll

(xi) Finalize a strategy for designing and implementing payroll
and personnel records systems for line ministries,
departments, and provinces

Transport

0) Submit a final draft TSPS for government consideration
and for use by the aid community

(i) Finalize an action plan for restructuring transport sector
institutions

(iii) Draft key regulatory provisions and decree-laws, identifying
ways and means to ensure that regulatory functions are
free from conflicts of interest with the government.

(iv) Adopt a time-bound action plan for implementing of
procurement guidelines and regulations in the transport
sector

(V) Report on existing road financing and maintenance

arrangements and recommend sustainable financing
mechanisms in the transport sector
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(vi) Prepare draft legal and regulatory framework to promote
private investment in the transport sector and submit to
Government for consideration

(vii)  Finalize a plan for upgrading, maintaining and developing
the national road network and submit to Government for
consideration

iii. Energy
Oil and Gas

0) Begin a study on the policy, institutional, and regulatory
framework for the gas subsector

(i) Begin study to establish codes and safety standards for
the gas subsector

(iii) Study policy, regulatory, and operational functions in the oll
and gas sector

(iv) Begin implementing capacity-building plans

(V) Finalize an action plan for improved cost recovery from gas
consumers

(vi) Prepare a policy statement on private investment in oil and
gas exploration and development

(viiy  Establish quantity standards for petroleum products

Power

0] Submit ESPS for consideration by the Government

(i) Develop plan to improve system stability and control

(iii) Begin assessing current staffing and skills mix and
personnel requirements for MWP and power utilities

(iv) Begin preparing a master plan to strengthen MWP and
sector enterprises

(V) Develop and begin training programs for public servants
responsible for the power sector

67. The integrated benefits and impacts are expected to outweigh the costs, given the
likelihood of the risks occurring.

7. Accounting, Auditing, and Reporting

68. ADB reserves the right to audit the use of the loan proceeds and verify the accuracy of
the Government’s certification. The Government will open a deposit account in a bank
acceptable to the ADB into which the loan proceeds will be deposited and through which all
withdrawals will be made. Monthly statements of the deposit account will be attached to the
semiannual report on PMPL implementation that AACA will submit to ADB.

8. Program Performance Monitoring and Evaluation
69. ADB will closely monitor the progress of PMPL implementation and the impact of the

reforms on governance and finance, and the transport and energy sectors. The Government
and ADB will continue to engage in active policy dialogue throughout PMPL implementation,
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including additional reforms that may be considered necessary or desirable for the sustained
development of the concerned sectors. ADB will also pay close attention to the poverty impact
of reforms, particularly during the transition phase between the first and scond tranches.
Adequate compensation and fair treatment for workers who seek to retire voluntarily from public
enterprises will be closely monitored.

70. AACA will be responsible for monitoring progress of implementing the program reforms
during 2002—2004. Monitoring will involve coordination with the Central Statistical Office, MOF,
DAB, and partner ministries, and support will be mobilized to rapidly develop information
systems at central, provincial, and local levels. There are, however, serious capacity gaps in
skills relating to field surveys, data collection and analysis, computer systems, management
feedback, and report writing. In short, the Government’s capacity to carry out monitoring is
almost nonexistent. In any case, AACA will provide ADB with semi-annual reports on PMPL
implementation, in particular policy actions set out in the development policy letter and policy
matrix, and the accomplishment of objectives and purposes. The reports will be submitted in
such form and detail, as ADB may reasonably request. They must include information on
progress made and problems encountered during the period in review, steps taken or proposed
to be taken to remedy problems encountered, the proposed detailed activity for PMPL
implementation, and epected progress during the next half year or period of review. On
completion of the PMPL, but in any event not later than 6 months after program completion, the
Government will prepare and furnish ADB with a comprehensive report on the overall impact of
the policy reforms.

9. Program Review

71. ADB will field trimesterly Program review missions. A midterm review will take place in
September 2003. In addition, the Program Steering Committee chaired by the minister of
finance will periodically review the Program. AACA will prepare a summary of the discussions of
the steering committee and send the summary to ADB.

V. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

72. The Program will address governance and basic policy and institutional reforms in the
transport, energy, and financial sectors. Accordingly, investment and capacity building in these
sectors will be provided by linking Program monitoring and implementation with the activities of
ADB-funded advisors already working in the concerned ministries and departments under an
ongoing TAC.* Grant cofinancing to build the capacity for monitoring and implementing
Program reform measures may be considered.

% The TA objective is to strengthen policy formulation and programming in different ministries for rehabilitation and
reconstruction as well as for longer-term development through provision of long- and short-term advisory services
and training opportunities. The project will also provide office equipment and supplies for the effective operation of
ministries and departments.
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VI. PROGRAM BENEFITS, IMPACTS, AND RISKS
A. Benefits

73. The Program will provide critically needed fiscal support to enable the Government, to
continue providing essential services and rehabilitating and reconstructing the physical and
social capital of Afghanistan. It will contribute to economic recovery, employment generation,
higher productivity, improved per capita incomes, and social stability. Specific beneficiaries are
hard to identify a priori due to the nature of the Program, but they may include, among others,
the rural and urban poor, returning refugees, IDPs, demobilized combatants, and women.
Specifically, the following benefits will be directly or indirectly attributable to different Program
components.

74. Improved governance and financial sector development will lead to (i) improved
efficiency and effectiveness of the public sector, (ii) improved resource mobilization from
domestic and foreign sources for rehabilitation and reconstruction, (iii) improved
macroeconomic management and payments system, (iv) increased credibility in the financial
sector, and (v) development, diversification, and deepening of the financial sector.

75. Infrastructure development will lead to (i) improved national road network, (ii) improved
maintenance of roads, (iii) increased subregional cooperation and foreign private investment in
electricity and natural gas development, and (iv) increased production and distribution of natural
gas and electricity.

B. Risks
76. Implementation of the Program entails a number of risks:
0) Government commitment to the reform process could weaken. Despite recent

policy statements by the President and the minister of finance, other ministers
and senior officials may have vested interests or opposing philosophies on the
role of the Government and the public sector. Political will to implement the
proposed reforms will be tested in the months ahead. There is also a risk that a
change in Government after the national elections scheduled for June 2004 may
result in a policy shift. However, the PMPL does not cover politically sensitive
areas, and prospects for a change in Government that would significantly alter
the broad macroeconomic and policy orientation appear relatively remote at this
stage.

(i) The overall political and security situation remains volatile, and it is yet to be
seen how much the situation will improve. ADB will need to closely monitor the
situation.

(iii) Weak implementation capacity may delay implementation of reforms. ITGA has
limited capacity for planning and implementing even basic rehabilitation and
reconstruction. In addition, there is limited understanding of the policy and
institutional reform process, and of the importance of synchronization and
appropriate phasing. ADB’s TAC will help mitigate this problem. MOF has
assumed a lead role in eliminating development constraints and bringing the
PMPL and other reform programs to fruition.
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(iv) The macroeconomic and budgetary situation may worsen, causing a diversion of
funds for meeting adjustment and other costs associated with the Program’s
policy and institutional reforms. The Government and the international community
are providing significant levels of relief and rehabilitation assistance for affected
groups. The situation needs to be carefully monitored.

v) Aid coordination requirements are extensive. The Program was formulated with
the Government, in close consultation with the aid community, especially the
World Bank, IMF, and United States Agency for International Development.
Coordination needs to be further enhanced during Program implementation.

77. The integrated benefits and impacts are expected to outweigh the costs, given the risks.
C. Impact on Poverty

78. The direct impact of the Program is partially pro-poor, provided the Government
allocates funds made available through the loan for employment-creating investments such as
rehabilitation of roads, schools, and irrigation systems. The indirect impact, which will be more
substantive, will be generally pro-poor as the majority of the population is poor. The actions
under the Program will contribute to institution building for efficient public sector administration
and policy making conducive to private sector led economic growth, which will naturally reduce
aggregate poverty. Indirect impacts can benefit the poor disproportionately through improved
access to public services, which were previously limited to urban population groups.

79. Rehabilitation of roads and other labor-intensive civil works will create important direct
short-term employment. Little is known about the possible indirect short-run impact. Indirect
medium-term impact will include improved functioning of labor markets. Major groups affected
are unskilled labor (directly) and entrepreneurs (indirectly). Prices of goods and services will
have positive indirect short-run impact because of stable prices due to macroeconomic stability.
Over the medium term, benefits will accrue from improved functioning of the goods markets,
enhanced productivity, and regained private sector confidence. The economy in general and the
entire population will benefits from price and macroeconomic stability. This impact will also be
magnified in both the short-run and medium-term due to enhanced public sector planning and
execution, improved user confidence, and greater public sector-NGO collaboration in delivering
of services. Further indirect medium-term impact will accrue from improved security and
property rights, and improved access to financial assets. The poor, especially the IDPs, will
benefit from this channel. Over the medium term, the poor will benefit from improved fiscal
space for pro-poor transfers as well as improved room for private transfers.
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VIl.  ASSURANCES

A. Specific Assurances

80. In addition to the standard assurances, the Government has given the following
assurances, which are incorporated in the legal documents:

(i)

(if)

The policies and actions taken before the date of the Loan Agreement as
described in the development policy letter and the policy matrix will continue to
be in effect for at least the duration of the PMPL.

The Government will adopt the other policies included in the PMPL and specified
in the development policy letter and the policy matrix in a timely manner and will
ensure that the policies and actions continue to be in effect for at least the
duration of the PMPL.

B. Conditions for Disbursement

(i)

(ii)

(i)

The loan will be released in two installments upon satisfactory compliance with
agreed—-upon conditions as specified in the development policy letter and policy
matrix. The first tranche, equivalent to $100 million, will be made available upon
loan effectiveness. The second tranche of $50 million will be made available
about 12 months later upon satisfactory compliance with agreed-upon conditions,
as well as continued compliance with all previous tranche conditions.

Before submitting to ADB the first application for withdrawal from the loan
account, the Government will open a deposit account in a bank acceptable to
ADB into which loan proceeds will be deposited and through which all
withdrawals will be made. Monthly statements of the deposit account will be
attached to the semiannual report of PMPL implementation that AACA will submit
to ADB.

No withdrawal will be made from the loan account in respect of the second
tranche unless the ADB is satisfied, after consultation with MOF, that sufficient
progress has been achieved in carrying out the Program and, in particular, that
ITGA has fulfilled the conditions for the release of the second tranche as
specified in the policy matrix.
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Vill.  RECOMMENDATION

81. | am satisfied that the proposed loan would comply with the Articles of Agreement of
ADB and recommend that the Board approve

(i)

(ii)

(i)

the loan in various currencies equivalent to Special Drawing Rights
113,496,000 to Afghanistan for the Postconflict Multisector Program, from
ADB’s Special Funds resources with a term of 40 years, including a grace
period of 10 years, an interest charge at the rate of 1% per annum, and such
other terms and conditions as are substantially in accordance with those set
forth in the draft Loan Agreement presented to the Board. In addition, the total
amount of the interest charge during the grace period will be capitalized and
charged to the Loan Account;

in respect of such loan, a variation from the existing loan terms under ADF
resources on an exceptional basis; and

also, the variation from the previous ADB practice that all arrears to ADB must
be cleared before Board consideration, and instead that the Board consider
the loan conditional on the clearance of arrears.

TADAO CHINO
President

18 November 2002
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Development Policy Letter
04 November 2002

Mr. Tadao Chino
President

Asian Development Bank
Manila, Philippines

Dear Mr. Chino,

The Asian Development Bank has earmarked $200 million in concessional assistance
for Afghanistan in 2002 - including $50 million in grants. We are beginning to benefit from ADB’s
grant assistance, and | understand that more such assistance will be operational soon. It is now
opportune to make ADB’s offered loan assistance operational.

On behalf of the Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan, | would like to confirm
agreement with ADB to proceed with support for a Postconflict Multisector Program Loan,
whereby the first tranche will be available later this year. Consistent with ADB’s program lending
modality, the program will facilitate policy reforms of priority interest to the Government.
Accordingly, the program will address basic policy and institutional reforms in budgetary
management and in the transport, energy, and financial sectors. Reforms in these areas will
greatly contribute to Afghanistan’s recovery and reconstruction. Again consistent with ADB'’s
program loan modality, provision will be included for investment and capacity building
components in each of these sectors, by linking program monitoring and mplementation with
the activities of ADB-funded advisors working in concerned ministries and department under
TA3874-AFG: Capacity Building for Reconstruction and Development, approved for $14.5
million on 30 May 2002.

With reference to the attached policy matrix, | am pleased to inform you that the agreed
reforms and accompanying investment and capacity building initiatives reflect the wishes of the
Government, as the representative of the people of Afghanistan. Further, these reforms are
practical and consistent with our National Development Framework, and will contribute
significantly to economic growth and poverty reduction. It follows that we were able to conclude
negotiations with ADB officials and finalize a mutually acceptable policy matrix without difficulty.
Extensive consultation with other donor agencies, notably the International Monetary Fund and
World Bank, during preparation of this policy matrix will ensure that ADB assistance is fully
complementary with the Government’'s development program and coordinated with the activities
of our development partners.

As you may be aware, the Government has been reluctant to enter into loans for the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of Afghanistan. Grant assistance is the much-preferred form of
assistance, so as to minimize encumbrances on the next generation. At this juncture it is hard
for many Afghan people to foresee the economic basis that would support an increased debt
burden. A further consideration is the obligation of foreign governments to help Afghanistan
recover from a history plagued by geopolitical interventions. These considerations were
reflected in the generous degree of grant assistance included in the $4.5 billion in reconstruction
assistance pledged so far by the donor community to Aghanistan. It is recognized that loan
assistance — on highly concessional terms — is an important component of these pledges. This
is especially the case for ADB, Islamic Development Bank, and World Bank. Thanks to your
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leadership on this issue, ADF loan terms for this Program were modified on an exceptional
basis, to increase loan concessionality and reduce any debt burden to a more manageable
level. Your understanding of our situation and support was an important factor in enabling us to
develop the necessary political consensus to borrow from the ADB. Accordingly, we request
that ADB fast-track processing of the Postconflict Multisector Program Loan.

We recommend an amount of $150 million on concessional ADF terms, with
disbursements phased over an 18-month period beginning in 2002. This would allow phasing
and sequencing of the reforms, and appropriate pacing of the accompanying investments and
capacity-building initiatives. The reforms and initiatives we have agreed upon are expected to
stimulate growth and generate incremental benefits totaling more than $2 billion over the next
decade, more than offsetting the adjustment and other costs associated with the program loan.

As you well know, there is great urgency in fast-tracking international assistance for
Afghanistan. Our situation is extremely serious, as evidenced by the fact that the majority of
Afghan people are living below the poverty threshold. The protracted war and civil turmoil have
resulted in a devastated economy and badly strained national unity. Further, four years of
drought — together with land mines and other disruptions — have cut agricultural production by
half. But for extensive humanitarian assistance, famine would be widespread. The challenge of
reconstruction and rehabilitation is being compounded by unexpectedly high numbers of return
refugees.

Our efforts to respond have been severely hampered by the Government’'s extremely
weak fiscal situation. In April 2002, an Ordinary Budget of $460.3 million was approved, mostly
for wages and salaries of public employees (including teachers and health workers). At the time
of approval, it was expected that 18 percent of the Ordinary Budget (or $83.0 million) would be
financed from domestic revenues (mainly customs duties) and the rest by foreign assistance.
Unfortunately, in both cases the expectation is proving difficult to meet. Revenues have fallen
badly short of target and foreign assistance for ordinary expenditures has fallen far short of what
is needed to sustain basic government functions.

In addition, the Development Budget must be financed. While not yet finalized, this will
likely exceed the Ordinary Budget in financing requirements — which will be 100 percent
dependent on foreign assistance. It is vital that the Ordinary and Development Budgets be in
close tandem, so as to avoid the current/capital imbalance that so often undermines essential
services and public investment in developing countries. Moreover, public sector operations
conducted in an effective, accountable and transparent manner will provide a sound basis for
future development.

The reform process cannot wait until the fiscal situation improves. On the contrary,
acceleration of the reform process is an essential part of strengthening the fiscal position — both
directly and indirectly. Directly in that reform of the revenue system is critical to strengthening
the central government’s fiscal position. Indirectly in that reform of the policy and regulatory
framework is critical to creating a positive environment for private sector enterprise and
investment.

In April of this year, a National Development Framework (NDF) was formulated and
presented at the first meeting of the Afghanistan Reconstruction Implementation Group (IG) in
Kabul. The NDF constitutes the basis for our reconstruction strategy and presents a vision for a
prosperous, secure, and self-reliant Afghanistan, setting out strategic directions and overarching
principles to guide all interventions. Very briefly, our strategy has three pillars. These include:
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humanitarian assistance and human development; reconstruction of infrastructure; and the
pivotal role of the private sector. This last point is important. Our government has decided that
the private sector should be the main engine of growth and development in Afghanistan.
Therefore, we have drafted and are finalizing a liberal legal framework, which would enable the
private sector to play an active role in the country’s future. The laws will provide investors with
necessary protections, incentives and facilities to foster domestic and foreign investment. We
are also adopting a series of macroeconomic policy measures, which will create an environment
conducive for enterprise development. Our hope is the external private sector will commit not
only to playing a key role in Afghanistan’s reconstruction program, but also to a longer-term and
broad-based role. Since becoming Minister of Finance in June, | have helped spearhead a
number of such macro- and micro-economic reforms including budgetary management and
financial sector reform.

I should note also that the reform process is critical to reestablishing trade and other
forms of economic cooperation with neighboring countries, and to participating effectively with
the international community more generally. Afghanistan was once a vital land bridge between
Central Asia and the Sub-continent, and between the East and West. We want to regain the
status of a vital trade partner, on modern terms consistent with our religious beliefs and our
traditions. Our landlocked nature and difficult terrain underscores the importance of
rehabilitating the country’s national road network.

Decidedly, Afghanistan is at a historic crossroads. Progress in installing a progressive
government and stabilizing the political situation offers a window of opportunity to rebuild the
economy — providing the basis for improved incomes, reduced poverty and renewed national
unity. There are growing signs of this improvement and renewal throughout the country.
Businesses are springing to life, small and modest but nonetheless helping to give meaning to a
market-based economy. Children are returning to school, and houses are being rebuilt. We are
rebuilding our national army and police forces, so as to ensure stability. Besides this being
essential for the security of Afghan people, it is a necessary condition for effective and efficient
foreign assistance.

| think you will agree with me that Afghanistan has considerable potential. With proper
water resource management and other elements of sustainable development, the agriculture
sector can be revitalized to its former strength. Perhaps more than any other factor, this is at
the heart of poverty reduction. More than 80 percent of the Afghan people are wholly dependent
on this sector. With guidance on rehabilitation, reconstruction and development of Afghanistan’s
energy potential, a current deficit can be converted into a future surplus. For future growth of
the gas and power sector, public sector enterprises must be made operational during a
transitional phase as the basis for greater private sector involvement is established.
Accordingly, policy and regulatory functions of concerned ministries will be separated; legal and
regulatory frameworks will also be developed. Greater attention will also be paid to cost
recovery and administrative reform requirements. The energy sector is one area in which the
needs and opportunities for economic cooperation are well understood by the countries of the
subregion, and there are strong incentives for cooperation and trade. Finally, with the proper
policy and regulatory environment supported by an efficient and effective financial system,
Afghan’s long-standing expertise in trade and small business will reemerge and lay the
foundation for modernization and commercialization of the economy.

The Government with ADB assistance has designed a reform program that will move
this country forward on a clear path toward sustainable development. | think you will agree with
me that Afghanistan’s development framework coincides well with that of ADB. Our top priority
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is poverty reduction, based on a community-based participatory process that identifies how best
to restructure our education, health, and other essential services. We are committed to an open,
competitive economy, where government helps facilitate private enterprise rather than
extensively intervening in the employment of productive resources. Very importantly, our
government is committed to full transparency and accountability. As agreed with ADB officials,
these principles and views are included in the proposed Postconflict Multisector Program Loan
for Afghanistan.

| am pleased to inform you that the Government has initiated significant initiatives over
the past several months with respect to policy and institutional reforms at both macroeconomic
and sector levels, thereby setting the stage for undertaking reconstruction and development
work within a consistent framework. As a matter of fact, we have been able to achieve all the
first tranche conditions included in the attached policy matrix. All relevant documentation and
other supportive evidence to substantiate this claim are available for review by ADB upon
request.

| trust that ADB will expedite the loan agreement and that our partnership will continue to
strengthen in a most favorable and constructive manner.

Sincerely yours,

Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai
Minister of Finance



Policy Matrix

Policy Objectives

Actions Prior to First-Tranche Release

Actions Prior to Second-Tranche Release

Program objective:

investment, and institutional capacity building

Promote economic growth and poverty reduction through support for market-based policy reforms, public infrastructure

Program purpose:

functioning of the financial, transport, and energy sectors

Enhance opportunities for economic revival by addressing key policy and institutional constraints to the efficient and effective

A. Finance and Governance

1.

Improve finance and governance

1.1 Create an enabling framework for

market-based policy and
institutional reforms in the financial
sector

DAB shall have prepared and submitted to
ADB, a draft Central Bank Decree-Law and a
Banking Decree-Law to replace 1994 Law on
Money and Banking.

ITGA shall have issued a Currency Decree.
DAB shall have finalized a time-bound action
plan for the phasing out of commercial
banking activities of DAB.

DAB shall have finalized the drafting of a Decree
on bank licensing, regulation and supervision, and
submitted to Cabinet for its approval.

MOF shall have established an Accountancy
Board with a mandate to (1) develop accounting
standards in conformity with international
accounting standards, and (2) license practicing
chartered accountants.

DAB shall have established a Banking
Supendsion Department, and shall have prepared
and submitted to ADB for its review, a strategic
plan for the development of bank supervision
functions.

1.2 Improve working of the financial

system

MOF shall have commenced drafting of a
time-bound action plan for modernizing the
payment system.

DAB shall have drafted a Payments Decree-Law
in line with international best practices.

DAB shall have commenced the implementation
of a national payments system.

1.3 Improve fiscal management and

transparency.

MOF shall have prepared and announced the
development budget for FY03 (21 March 2002
— 20 March 2003).

MOF shall have completed a review of the
customs procedures.

MOF shall have prepared and announced the
ordinary and development budgets for FY04.
MOF shall have finalized a draft policy statement
on public debt management and submitted to
ADB for its review, including on the establishment
of debt information system.

MOF shall have commenced the simplification of
customs procedures and rationalization of tariff
structure.

MOF shall have commenced the implementation
of public financial accounting procedures.
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Policy Objectives

Actions Prior to First-Tranche Release

Actions Prior to Second-Tranche Release

MOF shall have commenced the issuance of
monthly reports on public spending and revenue
at the central government.

1.4 Improve personnel management in
key government agencies

ITGA shall have established Civil Service
Commission (CSC).

MOF shall have finalized a plan for establishing a
central employee database for controlling the
payroll.

MOF and CSC shall have finalized the strategy for
the design and implementation of payroll and
personnel records systems for implementation in
line ministries, departments and provinces.

B. Transport

2. Improve efficiency of the transport
sector

2.1 Create an enabling framework for
market based competition and
efficiency in the transport sector

2.2 Establish safe and reliable
transport services that meet
gender, environmental and

involuntary resettlement objectives.

MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have established
a working group for the preparation of a
Transport Sector Policy Statement (TSPS).

The working group on the preparation of the
TSPS shall have submitted the TSPS for
consideration by the Government, and for use
with the donor community.

2.3 Improve institutional efficiency and
effectiveness of ministries and
departments in the transport sector

The Government shall have initiated the
drafting of an action plan for the restructuring
of ministries and departments in the transport
sector.

The Government shall have finalized an action
plan for the restructuring the transport sector
institutions.

2.4 Establish regulatory framework for
the road transport subsector

MOT shall have initiated the preparation of a
regulatory framework for operations of the
road transport industry.

MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have identified
institutions to function as regulators in the
transport sector, which shall be separate from
operations.

MOT shall have finalized the drafting of key
regulatory provisions and decree-laws for the road
transport subsector. This shall include provision
aimed at ensuring the separation of regulatory
functions from government operations.

12>
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Policy Objectives

Actions Prior to First-Tranche Release

Actions Prior to Second-Tranche Release

2.5

Improve transparency and
accountability in transport sector
operations

AACA, MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have
initiated the drafting of standard procurement
guidelines, regulation and documentation in
accordance with international standards.

AACA, MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have adopted
a time bound action plan for the implementation of
procurement guidelines and regulations in the
transport sector.

2.6

Institute a mechanism for cost
recovery in the transport sector

MPW and MOF shall have finalized a report on
the road financing and maintenance
arrangements in place and shall have prepared
recommendations on sustainable financing
mechanisms in the transport sector.

2.7

Encourage private sector
participation in the transport sector

MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have
commenced the preparation of a
comprehensive assessment of legal and non-
legal barriers, including policy and regulatory
frameworks, for participation of the private
sector in road construction and maintenance,
and transport services.

MPW, MOT and MCAT shall have finalized a draft
legal and regulatory framework aimed at
promoting private investment in the transport
sector and submitted it to Government for its
consideration.

2.8

Establish a system for upgrading
national road maintenance and
upgrading to meet international
standards and to be adequate for
sustaining subregional transit
traffic

MPW shall have initiated the preparation of a
plan for the maintenance and development of
a national road network.

MPW shall have finalized a plan for the upgrading,
maintenance and development of the national
road network and shall have submitted such plan
to Government for its consideration.

C.

Energy (electricity, oil, and gas)

3.

Improve efficiency of the energy
sector, and opportunities for
investment and development

3.1 Create efficient, safe, and reliable

energy system that meets gender,
environmental, involuntary
resettlement objectives.

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have completed the Terms of
Reference for a study aimed at evaluating the
establishment of the policy, institutional and
regulatory framework in the gas sub-sector.
MMI shall have completed the Terms of
Reference for a study on safety and efficiency
improvement in the gas sub-sector

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have commenced a study on policy,
institutional and regulatory framework for the gas
subsector.

MMI shall have commenced a study on codes and
safety standards for the gas subsector and shall
have initiated the preparation of procedures to
enforce agreed standards
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Policy Objectives

Actions Prior to First-Tranche Release

Actions Prior to Second-Tranche Release

Power

MWP shall have established a working group
for the preparation of an Energy Sector Policy
Statement (ESPS).

Power

The working group on the preparation of the
ESPS shall have submitted the ESPS to ADB for
its review.

MWP shall have developed a plan to improve
system stability and control.

3.2 Separate policy making, regulatory
and operational functions for the
energy sector to improve efficiency

Oil and Gas

MOC and MMI shall have established a
working group to study policy, regulatory and
operational functions in the oil and gas sector.

Power

MWP shall have initiated the review of the
relationship between MWP and power sector
public enterprises.

3.3 Develop capacity of ministries and
agencies responsible for the
energy sector to manage electricity
and gas production, transmission
and distribution more efficiently

Oil and Gas

MOC and MMI shall have commenced a
assessment of institutional capacity of the key
entities responsible for rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the oil and gas sector.

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have commenced the implementation of
institutional capacity building for key entities
responsible for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the oil and gas sector.

Power
MWP shall have commenced the preparation of a
master plan for the institutional strengthening of
MWP and sector enterprises
MWP shall have commenced the preparation of
training programs for public servants responsible
for the power sector.

3.4 Improve cost recovery

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have expressed, in writing, its intent
to introduce cost recovery from natural gas
users to minimize subsidies.

Power

MWP shall have commenced the
development of a plan to improve financial
management systems as well as the billing
and collection operations in the power sector.

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have prepared an action plan for
improved cost recovery from gas consumers and
shall have submitted such plan for consideration
by the Government

ot
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Policy Objectives

Actions Prior to First-Tranche Release

Actions Prior to Second-Tranche Release

MWP shall have commenced a review of the
current tariff and cost structure and shall have
initiated the development of a pricing strategy
for cost recovery.

3.5 Encourage private investment in
the energy sector

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have initiated the preparation of a
policy statement on private investment in oil
and gas exploration and development.

Oil and Gas

MMI shall have prepared a policy statement on
private investment in oil and gas exploration and
development, and shall have submitted such
policy for consideration by the Government

3.6 Improve corporate governance in
the petroleum subsector

MOC shall have initiated the drafting of
standard procurement guidelines and
procedures for the import of petroleum
products.

MOC shall have initiated a comprehensive
review of safety and environmental codes for
petroleum storage, transportation and
distribution.

MOC shall have issued guidelines for petroleum
product quality standards.
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PROGRAM FRAMEWORK

Design Summary

Performance
Indicators/ Targets

Monitoring
Mechanisms

Assumptions and Risks

Goal

Market-based policies
and institutions,
sustainable public
financing, and improved
efficiency of public
sector services

Well-defined public
sector role, policy and
planning capacity, and
institutional capability

Government commitment to
institution building and reform

Political stability

Stable security situation

Purpose

Improved governance
and financial sector
efficiency

Improved transport and
energy sector efficiency

Government capacity for
policy making and
planning

Efficient and effective
ministries/concerned
agencies

Government public
expenditure review
Government financial
statistics

ADB postprogram
assessment

Sustained Government
commitment to the reform
process

Macroeconomic stability

Technical assistance is
implemented effectively

Outputs

Governance and
financial sector reforms

Transport sector reforms

Energy sector reforms

(See policy matrix for
details.)

Government approval by
30 June 2004

Government approval by
30 June 2004

Government approval by
30 June 2004

ADB program
completion report

Government
promulgations / acts /
decrees

ADB review missions

Tripartite meeting

Aid agency

Government commitment to the
reform process

External assistance (especially
from World Bank, IMF, EU and
major bilateral services) in
governance and the financial
sector, transport and energy is
appropriate and forthcoming

Risk: ITGA inability to
implement the agreed-upon
reforms

Activities

Preparation and
Government approval of
priority policy reforms,
institutional frameworks,
and time-bound action
plans.

(Specific reform
measures are detailed in
the policy matrix.)

Start: October 2002

Complete: 30 June
2004

Responsible: Cabinet.
EA: MOF

IAs: MOF, DAB, OAA,
CSC, MPW, MOT, MOC,
MOMI, and MWP

TA progress reports
ADB review missions
Tripartite meetings

Aid agency

Risk: volatile political situation

Risk: unpredictable security
situation

Risk: adjustment costs higher
than ADB anticipated,
necessitating a waiver or
revision of certain
conditionalities

Inputs

ADB Postconflict
Multisector Program
Loan

Resources
1st tranche: $100 million

2nd tranche: $50 million

ADB disbursement
records

Advisors under TA 3875-AFG to
monitor the reform program
closely

ADB = Asian Development Bank, CSC = Civil Service Commission, DAB = Da Afghanistan Bank, EA = executing
agency, EU = European Union, IAs = implementing agencies, IMF = International Monetary Fund, ITGA = Islamic
Transitional Government of Afghanistan, MOC = Ministry of Commerce, MOF = Ministry of Finance, MOMI = Ministry
of Mines and Industry, MOT = Ministry of Transport, MPW = Ministry of Public Works, MWP = Ministry of Water and
Power, OAA = Office of Administrative Affairs.
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SECTOR ANALYSIS
A. Macroeconomic and Fiscal Performance
1. Macroeconomic Development
1. The macroeconomic performance of Afghanistan cannot be properly assessed due to

the absence of reliable statistics." The 1997/98 gross national product (GNP) is estimated at
$6.738 billion, giving a per capita GNP of $280.> The current level of per capita GNP is
expected to be down by at least 37%, which would be about $182 in 1998 dollars or $205 in
2002 dollars.?® Given the current deteriorated economic base, a rebound in economic growth is
expected in 2002/03. If the short- and medium-term strategies articulated in comprehensive
needs assessment (CNA) of key sectors are implemented together with required policy and
institutional reforms, the GNP of Afghanistan could return to the level of 1997/98 by FY2006.

2. Monetary Development

2. The need assessment exercises led by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and World Bank highlighted the importance of a
functioning central bank, prudent monetary and fiscal policy, and establishment of a payments
system to facilitate transactions and other essential services of the government and other

! Compilation of key macroeconomic statistics such as national accounts, prices, labor, government finance,

monetary and financial statistics, balance of payments, external debt, and trade statistics was discontinued in the
mid-1990s, with the exception of the consumer price index. An International Monetary Fund (IMF) statistics
mission to Kabul in April 2002 made a number of recommendations to resume data compilation and capacity
building, and an IMF resident statistics advisor was assigned to Kabul in July 2002. Much of the macroeconomic
data presented here are ADB staff’ estimates based on best available information as of November 2002.

At the exchange rate of $1=Af4,679 as quoted in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Yearbook 2002. Country Profile
Afghanistan. Population is estimated at 24.1 million in 2002.

ADB staff estimate. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimate was derived from an estimate of wheat
production prepared by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Food Program (WFP) (Special
Report, FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission to Afghanistan, 16 August 2002). Applying
relevant value added and GDP sector coefficients to the value of wheat production, value added in grain
production was derived, to which GDP sector coefficients were applied to obtain first the estimate of value added
in agriculture. Total value added (GDP) in 2002 was then estimated at about $4.4 billion. Adding an estimated
$1.0 billion in net factor income from abroad including transfers, the GNP for 2002 was calculated as $5.4 billion.
Per capita GNP was estimated as $205 in 2002 in current prices on the basis of a total estimated population of
26.4 million. In 1998 prices, per capita GNP is placed at $182 on an assumed dollar inflation rate of 3% per
annum between 1998 and 2002. It is estimated that the per capita GNP in 2002 prices is underestimated by about
$12-$26 due to non-accounting of poppy cultivation and by an additional amount of about $2-$2.8 due to non-
accounting of illegal arms trade. These estimates were derived as follows. Unaccounted-for value added in
poppy cultivation: In the late 1990s poppy cultivation covered some 90,000 ha (quoted in Food and Agriculture
Organization [FAO] and World Food Program [WFP]. Special Report) producing about 5,000 tons of opium before
the Taliban succeeded in imposing a complete ban. Recent revival seems to have covered 1-3% of land in some
provinces. It is uncertain how much land is now devoted to poppy cultivation. Assuming 90,000 ha has reverted to
poppy cultivation (unlikely, 40-50% more likely), the estimated value of production at farmgate is in the range of
$400-$900 million at $10,000 per ha (figure quoted by Ashraf Ghani at IG meeting in April in Kabul).
Corresponding value added would be $280 million-$630 million (value added coefficient is assumed to be 0.7
perhaps a slight overestimation). If we assume that none of it is captured in national accounts statistics, the total
value added per capita in 2002 would be underestimated by about $12-$26. Weapons: As for weapons,
legitimate value-added component is value added in illegal arms trade, which is very difficult to estimate. Trade
was 11.3% of GDP in 1993. lllegal arms trade could not have been more than 15-20% of it or 1.7-2.3% of GDP,
which would translate into $2.0-$2.8 per capita in 2002.

2
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entities. The situation on the ground, however, is different. A functioning monetary policy is not
yet in place, exchange rates fluctuate widely, and the central bank and commercial banks give
no official interest rates. Much work needs to be done to reform accounting for the financial
sector, bank supervision, payments system, problems of currency and liquidity, foreign
exchange management, and operationalization and modernization of the central bank and the
banking system. In the absence of a stable monetary system and an accessible institutional
credit system, revival of economic activities will remain problematic. Farmers need short- and
medium-term credit to resume agricultural activities, scarcity of working capital will hamper trade
and commerce, and unavailability of short- and long-term credit will constrain small and medium
enterprises. Absence of credible financial institutions also hamper savings mobilization and
financial intermediation. The capital market is undeveloped and modern savings and investment
instruments are almost nonexistent. Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB) operates with 89 branches, of
which 20 are destroyed and 14 are nonoperational. There are also six banking institutions (two
commercial banks, a trade finance bank, an agriculture development bank, a housing bank, and
an industry bank), none of which is reported to perform any intermediation functions.
Afghanistan will move away soon from the current multiple currency system to a unique
currency that would have public confidence and maintain a stable value internally and
externally. Liquidity needs of the economy will have to be assessed and decisions taken with
regard to the price of money (i.e., interest rate) and the external value of money (i.e., the
exchange rate). In principle, the central bank can set the base rate, but allows market forces to
determine lending rates to various sectors and individuals. On the exchange rate, a free-floating
exchange rate regime that worked well in the past has been adopted.

3. The agricultural development bank is not lending now, as it has no stocks of input or
equipment; it is burdened with large loan arrears, much of which is not recoverable; and the real
value of loans was reduced by inflation and currency depreciation. The informal credit market,
which has been operating through friends and relatives, landowners, shopkeepers, and
moneylenders, is the main provider of financial services. For poor farmers, wheat/opium had
been a good basis for obtaining credit from moneylenders and shopkeepers. Reviving the
financial sector, making the central bank operational, restoring confidence in the financial
system, and opening up lines of credit for farmers, other producers, traders and other
commercial operators are matters of high priority. In due course, Afghanistan will also have to
consider opening up the financial market to foreign banks and, insurance and finance
companies.

4. DAB, the central bank for the country, is responsible for monetary policy. During the
Taliban regime, the central government was not involved at all in the printing of money, as the
Russian company responsible did not deliver it to DAB. The (ATA) has now given DAB full
authority over issuance of currency. DAB has decided to completely change afghani banknotes,
withdraw the existing banknotes issued by various sources, and introduce new banknotes with
much higher security features. It remains to be seen how quickly this can be done. The
issuance of new unified banknotes is being discretely planned to avoid speculative actions. To
extend control over the currency, DAB will encourage foreign exchange transactions through the
banking system and will be involved in auctioning of foreign exchange to ensure that money
creation is limited by the holding of foreign exchange reserves at DAB. According to the IMF,
the increase in money supply over the first quarter is consistent with the government’s target of
limiting 12-month inflation to 18%. Formulating and implementing of a monetary policy are
difficult without a functioning and modernized banking system. DAB is not yet fully operational
and commercial, and other banks are much less so. The country depends on the traditional
hawala system for money transfer, the only effective payment system in place, and the informal
credit market meets the demand for liquidity.
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5. The National Development Framework highlights the importance of establishing a
central monetary authority for monetary control, payments system, and banking supervision;
and establishing a commercial banking system. For the medium- to longer-term, attention is
drawn to microfinance, rural finance, and small- and medium-sized enterprises (SME) credit and
leasing. A legal framework for banking will be required. While a banking law is being drafted,
emergency banking regulations will have to be issued. For microfinance, experience of
nongovernmental organizations (NGOSs) is positive in the country and internationally, a wide
range of options are available, of which the most suitable need to be adapted for Afghanistan.
Streamlining the operations of the existing banks and inviting foreign joint ventures can revive
commercial banking. Agricultural credit can be provided by a restructured ADB as well as a rural
bank. The latter can also finance nonagricultural activities in rural areas. Examples can be
drawn from the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives of Thailand and the Bank
Rayat Indonesia. Growth of private banking with possible support of the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) can fill the credit need of SMEs. Banks as well as leasing companies can
handle leasing. Financial, institutional, and economic sustainability need to be addressed in all
cases. To initiate any of these efforts, external technical support will be required since local
capacity is limited or nonexistent.

3. Inflation

6. Consumer prices increased by 68.9% between 1994 and 1998, giving an annual
compound rate of inflation of 14%.* Most recently, measured by the available Kabul-based
consumer price index (CPI) produced by the Central Statistical Office (CSO), the months
following the ouster of the Taliban saw a sharp deflation reflecting the appreciation of afghani,
followed by a sharp inflation in the first quarter of 2002, and then followed by a fairly stable price
increase in the second quarter of 2002 at 1% monthly, well below the 4.5% envisaged in the
monetary program.’

4, Exchange Rate

7. The official exchange rate of Af45:$1 set in 1963 was adjusted to Af3,000:$1 in April
1996, reflecting among—other factors—weakening of monetary discipline under the Jamiat
regime. During the late 1990s, further depreciation of the currency occurred as a result of
market forces. BY 2000, the foreign exchange market became more fragmented and volatile,
with wide divergence between official, spot, and black market rates and also between Taliban
and opposition-controlled areas. By September 2001 the rate had depreciated to Af79,000.
Following the start of the war on terrorism in Afghanistan, the currency appreciated significantly,
to under Af30,000:$1 by December 2001. Since then, the afghani has weakened to Af35,000—
Af40,000 to the dollar. By September 2002, the exchange rate plunged to Af58,000 or lower, as
a result of the announcement that the Government would introduce a new currency.® An
upsurge in violence also exacerbated exchange rate volatility.

University of Nebraska, UN-Omaha Afghanistan Atlas Project.

Information obtained from IMF mission visiting Kabul.

On the evening of 4 September, President Hamid Karzai announced a new currency. The new currency will still
be called the afghani, but each new afghani will be worth 1,000 old ones. The operation will remove from
circulation an inflated currency that has been cumbersome to use, requiring an excessive number of notes for
most transactions. The operation to exchange the old notes for new ones is expected to take about 2 months.
IMF issued a statement following the President's announcement, saying: "The authorities' decision to introduce a
new currency is an important step in their efforts to establish macroeconomic stability and to create an
environment that is conducive to restoring sustainable economic growth in Afghanistan. The new afghani will be a
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5. Fiscal Development

8. The Ministry of Finance (MOF) needs to quickly develop adequate capacity to formulate
and implement a responsible fiscal policy through a comprehensive and unified government
budget. Policies on the mobilization of domestic and external resources as well as expenditure
policies need to be clearly laid out. Old sources of tax and nontax revenue need to be
streamlined and new sources of revenue conceived. An efficient tax administration system must
also be put in place. The central Government does not collect much in the form of domestic
revenues at present. For the most part, provincial governments retain the amounts collected on
border trade. On the expenditure side, an early review of expenditure policies will make
government recurrent expenditures manageable and investment expenditures productive and
sustainable. During the first years, inevitably the budget will have large deficits, which have to
be covered through domestic borrowing and foreign loans and grants. The international
community is prepared to transfer a considerable amount of resources on a grant basis, but the
country must also be prepared to borrow to jump-start the reconstruction process.

9. On 6 April 2002, the Afghanistan Interim Administration (AlA) adopted an ordinary
budget for FY2003 of $460.3 million.” A development budget, essentially a list of aid-funded
investment projects - which covers both FY03 and FY04 — was presented in October 2002 and
is estimated at about $3.2 billion.® The Government projected $83 million or 18% of total
recurrent expenditures in the ordinary budget will be covered by domestic revenue, while the
remaining 80% would be financed by external assistance.® According to a report prepared by
MOF in October," domestic revenues in the first quarter amounted to $22.7 million (mainly from
customs duties) against planned revenues of $16 million; however, transmittal of revenues by
provincial offices to the central Government and foreign assistance for recurrent expenditures
have fallen short of expectations. In addition, $285.4 million in grants from multilateral (e.g., AIA
and Land and Order Trust Funds of the UNDP and the Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund
[ARTF] comanaged by ADB) and bilateral sources™* are expected, against the required $377.3
million. It follows that the revised budget for FY2003 (Table A3.1) includes a net financing gap of
$91.9 million. A fiscal crisis has so far been avoided; however, this is expected to change in the
coming months and financial resources are urgently needed. The World Bank is processing
direct recurrent budget support of $100 million through its International Development
Association (IDA) resources. While the development budget will need to be largely foreign-
financed in the foreseeable future, the ordinary budget will eventually be financed from domestic
revenues. As the authority of the central Government extends over the entire country, revenue
collections from both direct and indirect sources should increase substantially.

symbol of national sovereignty and unity. The authorities fully recognize that the outlook for the currency will to a
large extent depend on the fiscal and financial policies of the government, and the Fund welcomes the authorities’
demonstrated commitment to implement sound fiscal and monetary policies. The introduction of a new currency is
a major operation with numerous logistical challenges to overcome. Preparations for the change-over are well
underway."

The Fiscal year starts on 21 March. FY2003 refers to 21 March 2002—-20 March 2003.

The Ministry of Finance presented a draft national development budget totaling $3.18 billion covering 2 fiscal
years — SY 1381 and 1382 (22 March 2002 to 21 March 2004) - at a meeting of the Implementation Group in
Kabul on 12-13 October 2002.

Assumed exchange rate is Af34,000=$1.

Ministry of Finance, Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan 2002. Report on Donor Assistance for he
Afghanistan Ordinary Budget. A report submitted to the Implementation Group Meeting, 12-13 October 2002,
Kabul.

Of this amount, $54 million is categorized as “Expected, Unannounced.”

10

11
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10. MOF has set out to develop a smooth payments system and put in place effective
accounting, auditing, and expenditure control measures. As a measure of budget management,
cost recovery principles should be followed to reduce the burden on public resources and
promote financial sustainability of investment or service provision. For financing investments,
mobilization of domestic savings and foreign private investment will be important and will require
an enabling policy and institutional environment, including the eventual development of a capital
market.

Table A3.1: Financing Requirement and Potential Aid for Operating Budget

ltem SY1381 (21 March 2002-20 March 2003)
($ million)

Domestic Revenues 83.0

Current Expenditures 460.3

Current Domestic Surplus (Deficit)/ (377.3)

Financing Requirement
Financing Sources
Donor Assistance Grants

Multilateral -
AIATF 26.5
ARTF 159.8
Military Trust Fund 0.5
LOTFA 19.2

Bilateral
India 10.0
Pakistan 10.0
Denmark 3.4
USA, military salaries 2.0
Expected, Unannounced 54.0

Total Potential Financing 2854

Net Current Surplus (Deficit) (91.9)

Pay Arrears (22.5)

Accumulated IATA Revenue® 22.8

Total Surplus (deficit) (91.6)

This has been reserved by the cabinet for the development budget, but deposited in the Treasury Single Account,
temporarily supporting ordinary budget expenditures.

AIATF=Afghanistan Interim Administration Trust Fund (UNDP), ARTF=Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund (ADB,
IsDB, UNDP, World Bank), IATA = International Air Transport Association, IsDB = Islamic Development Bank,
LOTFA=Law and Order Trust Fund for Afghanistan (UNDP), UNDP = United Nations Development Programme.

Source: Ministry of Finance, Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan, 2002, Report on Donor Assistance for
The Afghanistan Ordinary Budget, submitted to a meeting of the Implementation Group, 12-13 October, Kabul.

6. External Account

11. Available data indicate that Afghanistan has experienced large current account deficits
since the late 1990s. Official capital transfers and unofficial transactions (e.g., the drug trade)
financed the gap. According to a survey sponsored by the World Bank,** Afghanistan’s total

2 World Bank, 2001, “Afghanistan’s International Trade Relations with Neighboring Countries 2001.”
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trade in 2000 was 2.5 billion, comprising $1.2 billion in imports and $1.2 billion in exports, most
of which comprised reexports. Trade has since fallen sharply, except for emergency food aid
and other imports and perhaps exports of opium. The Afghanistan Interim Administration (AIA)
and Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan (ITGA) have extended the Taliban-imposed
ban on poppy cultivation and opium production and eliminated $8 billion worth of drugs, the ban
has been difficult to enforce and poppy cultivation has reportedly picked up once again from 74
tons in 2001 to 2,952 tons in 2002, up from 74 tons in 2001. Reported collections of customs
duties gives an insight into the level of imports. In the first quarter of 2002, customs collections
were about $20 million, which implies an annual official import volume of at least $600 million,
assuming an average tariff of 20% and coverage rate of 67%. Imports are likely to grow at the
rate of 15-20% annually over the next few years, but exports will likely grow more slowly.

7. External Debt®

12. Arrears to the IFIs total about $54 million (i.e., IDA at about $27 million, ADB at about
$17 million, and IMF at about $10 million). Once these arrears are cleared, outstanding debts to
the IFIs of about $86 will be serviced - about $70 million to IDA and $15.8 million to ADB. IMF
does not have any outstanding debt after arrears are cleared. However, the data on debt to
bilateral creditors are very sketchy. The total debt to Paris Club members (excluding Russia) is
estimated at about US$473 million. Outstanding Russian loans amount to $5.9 billion as of
1991, valued at one-to-one with the US dollar. After including the outstanding balance (deficit) of
Afghanistan’s bilateral payments agreements as of 1991, total debt owed to Russia amounts to
Rubles 6.6 billion. Under the agreement on Russia’s participation in the Paris Club as a creditor,
Afghanistan would be eligible for an upfront discount of 80 percent prior to any future
concessional rescheduling. Other than these information, given the very weak database and the
considerable uncertainties about economic prospects, as well as the absence of the precise
foresight on how the existing debt might be rescheduled or forgiven, the debt sustainability
analysis is very difficult. The results depend very much on the assumptions made on
macroeconomic scenarios and debt rescheduling arrangements. While precise conclusions
cannot be drawn from the preliminary analysis, general implications are: (i) the achievement of
debt sustainability will probably require debt relief that goes beyond the normal terms of debt
restructuring; (i) the debt indicators appear to worsen in the initial period, the duration of which
depends on the macro scenario, before they start to show a robust improving trend, and (iii)
debt sustainability is very sensitive to positive or negative shocks to output and export growth.
The macroeconomic situation needs close monitoring over the medium term before it can be
said with any degree of certainty that the Afghan economy is on the desired path. Of course,
stability in the security situation and Government commitment to sound macroeconomic
management are prerequisites to debt sustainability.

3 Based on the latest ADB staff analysis with inputs from IMF staff reflected. Work is underway by IMF staff on the
sustainability of Afghanistan’s debt. In this work the implications of different scenarios are being explored regarding
the extent of debt relief, the mix of external financial assistance (nonconcessional and concessional, including
grants), the quality of economic policies and their implementation, and different growth and exports assumptions.
Although this work is at a preliminary stage, the early implications are that given the initial level of Afghanistan’s
external debt, the achievement of debt sustainability will depend importantly on positive policy and growth outcomes
and the extent of concessional financing.
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B. Infrastructure

1. Transport

13. Road transport plays a major role in delivering humanitarian aid, facilitates the return of
refugees and necessary imports, and is vital for the economic recovery of the country. However,
more than two decades of conflict combined with continued lack of maintenance has resulted in
damage to the road infrastructure including critical structures and bridges and the 2.8 km
Salang tunnel that provides vital access to the northern parts of the country. Overall, the road
network has been rendered only partly usable, and that too at a significantly high transportation
cost. The prolonged state of conflict has also resulted in large-scale deterioration of the civil
aviation infrastructure. In addition to lack of maintenance, heavy damage inflicted during the
recent military operations further accelerated deterioration.

14. Afghanistan, as a landlocked country, relies on surface and air transport. The road
network (Table A3.2) comprises about 6,000 kilometers (km) of national roads, of which 3,300
km are primary highways including 2,400 km roads that were originally paved. The national
primary road network consists largely of the ring road (Kandahar—Kabul-Mazar-e-Sharif—
Sheberghan—Meymaneh—Herat) and the six international links'* to neighboring countries. The
615-km Sheberghan-Herat section of the ring road is only partly constructed and is generally
unpaved. The remaining network comprising 2,700 km of secondary national roads and 15,000
km provincial roads has either gravel or earthen surface. The coverage and condition details of
the tertiary road network consisting of village access roads are not known," except that these
roads are all unpaved. Though the road density of 0.03 km of road per square km and 0.88 km
per thousand people is far lower than in most developing countries, the road network touches all
the major population centers and reaches to a certain extent the remote areas. During the
preconflict period, the recorded traffic on the primary network varied between 250 and 1,000
vehicles per day. Recent field visits have confirmed that the traffic levels were improving and in
some cases exceed these figures. Based on a recent survey of some sections of the network,
the road conditions have further deteriorated, with the Ministry of Public Works (MPW) still in a
state of flux due to lack of clear terms of reference of staff, little activity is undertaken except
what is carried out by the maintenance division. The ministry is clearly overstaffed and the
financial and asset management system is in virtual disarray.

Table A3.2: Major Road Network

Road Classification Length (km)
National Primary 3,280
National Secondary 2,785
Subtotal 6,065
Province Primary 8,882
Province Secondary 6,043
Subtotal 14,925
Total 20,990

Source: Asian Development Bank, United Nations Development Programme, and World Bank,
August 2002, Comprehensive Needs Assessment, Transport Sector, Draft Final Report.

 The international links are to Iran (1), Pakistan (2), Tajikistan (1), Turkmenistan (1), and Uzbekistan (1).
5 According to rough estimates, this is about 15,000 to 20,000 km.
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15. Only 26% of the national roads are in fair condition; national roads in poor condition
have increased to 54%. Large sections of roads in the southeast (Kabul-Kandahar) and east
(Kabul-Jalalabad—Torkham) have been lost. The concrete road from the southeast to the west
(Kandahar—Herat-Torghundi) is only partly traffic-worthy due to joint failures and other
damages. Only the road to the north (Kabul-Pol-e-Khomri-Konduz—Mazar-e-Sharif) is generally
in a better condition after the Salang pass. Between Kabul and the Salang tunnel, 13 bridges
require replacement, as well as reconstruction on some sections and deep patching and
strengthening on other sections. The Salang tunnel at 3,300-meter elevation is a major
constraint, as the tunnel, interior road, and snow gallery are badly damaged and usable only for
one-way traffic over a 10 km section.

16. Though the pavement structure has been severely damaged, the road embankment has
held up reasonably well despite two decades of civil war and neglect. The effect of recent
military actions is most pronounced in the form of damaged and destroyed bridges.'® Some road
improvement activities undertaken during the Taliban period (1996-2001) include asphalt
overlay of a 50 km section of the Kabul-Kandahar road beginning from the outskirts of Kabul
city. Although all 50 km received base course, the wearing course could only be applied to
some 40 km. Similarly about 195 km of the concrete Kandahar—Herat road was repaired by
sealing the transverse cracks to provide a smoother surface. It was noted that enterprising
transporter were doing patching and minor repairs works to reduce vehicle operating costs in
the absence of any Governm