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Foreword

The Asian Development Bank’s overarching goal is poverty reduction 
throughout Asia and the Pacific. Improving the transport sector in the 
developing member countries is critical to combating poverty. Lack of 
mobility not only impedes efforts to achieve poverty-related Millennium 
Development Goals but also restricts people from being assured of their 
basic human rights. Movement is essential if people are to have the power 
to be autonomous and take control of their lives. In this wider sense, 
improving mobility includes developing transport infrastructure and 
services to overcome the social, economic, political, and physical constraints 
to movement and thus development faced by the poor, women, and other 
disadvantaged groups.

Because the Asian Development Bank aims to increase knowledge 
sharing throughout its developing member countries, knowledge products 
are being developed for different technical and thematic areas. This case 
study highlights the innovative design features of the Timor-Leste Road 
Sector Improvement Project,� approved in 2005. The project was designed 
specifically to engender sustainability, and include stakeholders and 
beneficiaries that have been ignored in typical road improvement projects. 
The new aspects of the project support the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Timor-Leste’s commitment to sustainable development of 
community infrastructure.�

�	 Asian Development Bank (ADB). 2005. Road Sector Improvement Project. Manila.
2	 Ministry of Transport, Communications and Public Works. 2004. Priorities and Proposed Sector 

Investment Program (SIP). 2nd draft. Dili, Timor-Leste.
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Abbreviations
ADB	 —	 Asian Development Bank
COI	 —	 corridor of influence
DPA	 —	 distribution and poverty analysis
ENPV	 —	 economic net present value
GOTL	 —	 Government of Timor-Leste
HIV/AIDS	 —	 human immunodeficiency virus/acquired 	

		 immunodeficiency syndrome
INGO	 —	 international nongovernment organization
MPW	 —	 Ministry of Public Works (Timor-Leste)
NGO	 —	 nongovernment organization
PIR	 —	 poverty impact ratio
PMU	 —	 project management unit
PWD	 —	 Public Works Department (Timor-Leste)
STI	 —	 sexually transmitted infection

Glossary
suco	 —	 village
aldeia	 —	 hamlet

Notes
Timor-Leste uses the US dollar (US$) as its official currency.

All data in boxes, figures, and tables were generated for the present 
study by the authors. 

Other sources are cited directly in the text.
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