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GLOSSARY

S = Sinhala

ahinsaka (S)

anduwe rassavak athi aya (S)
anthima pahathayi (S)
asarana (S)

attam (S)

batgama (S)

berava (S)

cadjan (SE)

chena (SE)

dhanapathi (S)

diyunuyi (S)

diyunuwa (S)

duka (S)

duppath (S)

durvala (S)

dushakara (S)

dilindu (S)

eda vela hoyaganna beri aya (S)
ekamuthukama (S)
genikaraya (S)
gevaldoraval athi aya (S)
grama sevaka/niladhari (S)

idakadam athi aya (S)
illuk (S)

jak
kashtam (T)
kananthi (T)
kitul (S)
kotahata (S)

T = Tamil

SE = Sri Lankan English

harmless, innocent

those with a government job
totally low

without refuge

exchange labor

palanquin bearer caste
drummer caste

palm thatch

swidden cultivation
capitalists

improved, developed
improvement, progress, development
sorrow, suffering

poor, suffering

weak

difficult, remote

poor, suffering

those who cannot find the day’s meal
togetherness, unity
fruitseller

those with houses and doors
village servant/officer
(lowest level state official)
those with land/space

grass species, Imperata arundinacea
Cyrill

jackfruit

difficult, remote

a leaf used for flavoring food
fish-tail palm, Caryota urens
for a share (tenant fishing)
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kuli veda karana aya (S)
kurakkan (S)

meneri (S)

mudalalila (S)

mung (S)

neti beri (S)

nimmadiyaha waala mudhiyadu (T)

oluva ussanna beri aya (S)
padum mosam (T)

pasi thahattinai vadukirain (T)

pinpadi (S)

pittu (S)

posath (S)
prapathaye (S)
sallikarayo (S)
samanya (S)
samurdhi kaella (S)

sepapahasukam athi aya (S)
sittu (S)
talipot (SE)

thana (S)
thovil (S)

thukkatai anubavikkirain (T)

verdh (T)
warakang (S/T)
warumai (T)

those who do wage labor

finger millet, Eleusina coracana
species of millet

traders, moneyed people

mung bean

have-not, cannot

living without relief

those who cannot lift their heads
totally bad

withering without food and water
public assistance, “merit wages”
rice or flour-based food

rich

in the precipice

moneyed people

average

piece of samurdhi

(public assistance stamp)

those with luxuries and facilities
revolving credit

palm species used for thatching,
Corypha umbraculifera

species of millet

healing ceremony for demonic
possession

undergoing suffering
honey-collector caste

windy season (off-season for fishing)

poor, ill-fated



