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Memorandum of Understanding 

(The “Manila Compact”) 

 

Supplier Cooperation to Develop a Quality Identification System for Integrated 
Compact Fluorescent Lamps in Asia 

 

1. This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) expresses an intention to develop a quality 
system for integrated compact fluorescent lamps (CFLi).  While it is not a binding 
document, it forms a foundation and basis for future cooperation and coordination 
between the signatories. 

2. Given that: 

2.1. compact fluorescent lamps are an important technology for saving energy and 
addressing climate change by mitigating emissions of greenhouse gases; 

2.2. at least 40 countries have announced plans to phase out the use of inefficient lamps 
during the coming five years worldwide; 

2.3. there are currently a range of unaligned standards and specifications for CFLi in 
different Asian countries, with no valid technical rationale for the minor differences; 
and 

2.4. manufacturers and suppliers of CFLi’s have a strong interest in harmonizing CFLi 
quality standards in order to reduce barriers to trade, improve product quality, and 
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. 

3. We the undersigned agree to develop a quality identification system for CFLi’s that can 
be implemented initially across Asia, with possible later expansion to developing 
countries in other regions of the world.  It is envisioned that the quality identification 
system will include the following elements: 

3.1. a commonly agreed set of key performance and quality criteria of CFLi’s (such as 
efficacy, lumen maintenance, lifetime, and mercury content); 

3.2. a voluntary system for marking the CFLi’s, to indicate which performance threshold 
they meet; 

3.3. eventually, an Asia CFL Quality Registry, a web-based system that will be used to 
record and track information with accredited test results submitted by manufacturers; 
and 

3.4. eventually, a system for check-testing and monitoring the quality of CFLi’s sold in 
the marketplace, to ensure the integrity of the CFLi quality identification system. 

4. The parties will cooperate to develop a detailed roadmap for these activities, which will 
be completed within three (3) months. 
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