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The Journal for Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Development Studies is a multidisciplinary 
publication that seeks to promote better understanding of development issues in the GMS. The 
journal is published twice a year, in June and December, respectively, by the Asian 
Development Bank under the auspices of the Phnom Penh Plan for Development Management 
--- a regional capacity building initiative under the GMS Economic Cooperation Program. The 
Journal is targeted at a broad range of planners, policy makers, academics, and researchers. In 
addition to its primary objective of disseminating knowledge about the GMS, the Journal is 
intended to serve as a catalyst for further research and discussion about the GMS.   
 
Journal Scope. The Journal invites original contributions from scholars, researchers, and 
practitioners dealing with GMS development issues. Articles should have strong emphasis on 
the policy implications flowing from the analysis, and should also present this from a regional 
perspective. 
 
Article Content. Articles should be between 5,000 and 8,000 words in length. The first page 
should include the title of the paper and complete institutional affiliation of all authors. For 
coauthored articles, a principal author should be identified for purposes of correspondence, and 
an e-mail address should be included, if possible. The second page should contain the abstract 
(see below) and brief acknowledgments of those who assisted in fieldwork, analyses, or 
preparation of the article. The acknowledgments will appear as a footnote on the first printed 
page, along with any other information the author or editor may wish to include concerning 
authorship (e.g. financial support for the research). 
 
There are no prescribed sections for articles, bearing in mind the diversity of possible topics and 
approaches to development. However, in general there should be an Introduction that sets the 
stage for the article’s thesis; a brief Methodology section if applicable; Results of analyses, 
surveys, etc; Discussion of results; and Conclusions, including policy implications of the results.  
Articles should be properly referenced. References in the text follow the (Author date) system 
and must be listed alphabetically in a Reference section at the end of the article. Care must be 
taken to include all and only those items cited in the text of the article. 
 
Abstract. An abstract of not more than 250 words should accompany the article and provide a 
highly readable summary of the article’s objectives, methods, conclusions, and, normally, policy 
implications. The abstract should not contain jargon or include references. 
 
Style. The Journal’s reference for spelling is Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth 
Edition. Following are examples of reference punctuation and style for commonly used 
documents. 
 
For book references: 
Author(s). Date. Title, Capitalized in Italics. City: Publisher. 

 
Examples: 
ADB. 2005. Special Evaluation Study on Small-Scale Freshwater Rural Aquaculture 
Development for Poverty Reduction. Manila. 
Mallaby, S. 2004. The World's Banker : Story of Failed States, Financial Crises, and the Wealth 
and Poverty of Nations. Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin. 



Sugiyama, S., D. Staples, and S. Funge-Smith. 2004. Status and Potential of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture in Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok: FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. 
Akhtar, Shamshad, ed. 2002. Demutualization of Stock Exchanges: Problems, Solutions and 
Case Studies. Manila: ADB. 
 
For journal articles: 
Author(s). Date. Title Capitalized. Journal Name in Italics Volume(number): pages. 
 
Example: 
Brown, R.A. 2004. Conglomerates in Contemporary Indonesia: Concentration, Crisis and 
Restructuring. South East Asia Research. 12 (3): 378–407. 
 
For website documents: 
World Health Organization. 2003. A Practical Guide for SARS Laboratories: From Sample 
Collection to Shipment. 
www.wpro.who.int/sars/docs/practicalguidelines/pg_sars_lab_29Dec03.pdf 
Barrock, J. 2001, 25 Oct. Government to Standardize Haulage Charges to 
Avert Price War. Malaysia Business Times. http://www.nstpi.com.my 
 
Illustrations should be in black and white only. Footnotes should be kept to a minimum. 
 
Book Reviews should be 1,000-1,500 words in length. Reviews are generally by invitation only 
and concern books and monographs of interest to GMS development. Publishers are invited to 
send book announcements to the editor. The published review will be forwarded to the book's 
publisher. 
 
Submission of manuscripts by e-mail is preferred, to the following address: 
editorsgmsjournal@adb.org 
 
Manuscripts submitted by mail should be addressed to 
The Editor 
Journal of GMS Development Studies 
Social Sectors Division, Southeast Asia Department 
Asian Development Bank 
6 ADB Avenue or P.O.BOX 789 MCPO 
Mandaluyong City 
1550 Metro Manila, Philippines 
 
Peer Review. All articles are subject to review by two referees. Although the journal editor 
reserves the right to appoint referees, authors may also nominate suitable referees. Such 
nominees must not have a conflict of interest with the authors. The full mailing address, 
including e-mail, should be provided along with a short description of the nominees' 
qualifications to review the manuscript. 
 
Acceptance. After review by referees, an article may require additions or changes to reflect 
their comments. A time limit is given for revision of papers after review. Authors may dispute 
referees’ comments but must do so within the allotted time frame. Authors will be notified of final 
acceptance and the corresponding author will be sent 5 copies of the printed article. 


