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ADBOs Safeguard

A Environment Policy (2002)
A Involuntary Resettlement Policy (1995)
A Indigenous Peoples Policy (1998)

The safeguard policies avoid, minimize, or
mitigate harmful environmental impact, social
costs, and marginalization of vulnerable groups
that may result from development projects.
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Why SPU?

A Changing circumstances in DMCs

A Emerging best practices in public and
private sectors, and across MFIs

A New ADB lending modalities/financing
Instruments beyond current policies
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Objectives and Main Thrusts of SPU

Enhance the relevance and strengthen the
effecti veness of ADBOs s

Aimproving clarity, coherence and consistency;

Abalancing a front-loaded procedural approach with
one more focused on results during
Implementation;

Amatching an evolving range of lending modalities
and frameworks in DMCs;

Aworking towards greater harmonization with
safeguard practices across MFIs; and

Aimproving internal processes and resource
allocation.
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Background & Current Status

A July 2005: ADB announced the safeguard policy update

A October 2005: a Discussion Noteposted on the SPU website
for comments

A Jan 2006 - March 2007: Special Evaluation Studiesdone by
OED and posted on website along with Management
response

A Oct. 2007: A Consultation Draft of the Safeguard Policy
Statement posted on website for comments

A Nov. 2007 - April 2008: ADB conducted 14 consultation
workshops

A October 2008: A Second Draft of the Safeguard Policy
Statement, together with a comments -response matrix,
posted on the SPU website for comments till 4 Dec. 2008
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