CAREC Program: Overcoming Barriers

region and draw attention to the wide range
of investment opportunities.

Proposed study on economic
corridors. The concept of economic corri-
dors, a potentially useful mechanism to accel-
erate regional economic cooperation and
development, was presented. Economic
corridors expand the boundaries of tradi-
tional sector-based CAREC projects (e.g., a
road project) to include a simultaneous fo-
cus on developing associated production,
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investment, and trade-related linkages
within a well-defined geographic area. Acriti-
cal requirement for implementing economic
corridor initiatives is an effective partnership
between the public and private sectors.
Proposed avian influenza
roundtable. The proposed Central Asia
Roundtable Meeting on Avian Influenza
Control and Human Influenza Pandemic
Preparedness and Response was held on
12-13 June in Almaty. The roundtable aims

to strengthen collaboration and cooperation
at the regional level, in line with global ini-
tiatives to streamline and strengthen the
control of these diseases. The roundtable
is led by governments in the region and co-
ordinated by ADB in collaboration with
many multilateral and bilateral development
partners. The World Bank administers $500
million on behalf of the international com-
munity to assist countries with their re-
sponse. Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz Republic, and
Tajikistan are the initial beneficiaries. ™




