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The Problem

Â The standard SNA method is to impute rents for 

owner occupied dwellings using rents actually paid 

for similar dwellings

Â But

ÅMost dwellings in Asia are owner-occupied

ÅOften only a small and unrepresentative market 

for rented accommodation

Â The standard method gives very poor results
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Actual and Imputed Rents as percentage of 
GDP:2005



Are more than 
25% of 
dwellings 
rented?

Yes

Are most rented 
dwellings 
occupied by 
nationals?

Yes

Are rented dwellings 
distributed evenly 
throughout the 
country ?

No

Estimate rents for dwellings by:
Åactual rents paid for rented accommodation 
Åimputing rents for owner -occupied dwellings using rents actually 
paid for similar dwellings.

Estimate  rents for dwellings by:
Åactual rents paid for rented accommodation 
Åthe user cost method for owner -occupied dwellings.

No
No

Yes


