
    

Water Supply
Coverage: Progress
and Prospects
THE WATER SUPPLY INDICATOR of Target 10 calls for halving by 2015 the propor-
tion of people without sustainable access to safe water supply. In 2002, 82% of the
region’s population had gained access to improved water supplies, an increase of
approximately 758 million people since 1990 (Table 2).13 The most dramatic
improvement was in urban water supply coverage, where 368 million people, an
overall increase of 35%, gained access to improved drinking water supplies.

Despite progress made between 1990 and
2002, approximately 669 million people
in the region were without access to safe
drinking water, with nearly half of them
in East and Northeast Asia. This is still a
large number of people, representing the
majority of the estimated 1.1 billion people
globally without adequate water supplies.
These aggregate figures also mask dramatic
disparities between the subregions, between

nations within subregions, and between
urban and rural areas within countries.

It is important to clarify what quali-
fies as safe water, which Target 10 specifi-
cally calls for. It is, unfortunately,
extremely difficult to confidently and sta-
tistically assure safe water. Countries may
at the national level, and certainly at the
local level, test to ensure that a water sup-
ply is in fact safe. Large scale and wide-
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Of course, im-
proved water sup-
ply does not
guarantee safe
water supply, but it
assumes a greater
likelihood a source
is clean because of
the level of tech-
nology used.

DRINKING WATER COVERAGE ESTIMATES FOR SUBREGIONS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, 1990 and 2002 (in million)

a  Breakdown of population was based on data provided by the WHO/UNICEF JMP for Water Supply and Sanitation.
b  Refer to Annex B for regional percentages of access to water supply; access rates were computed from figures given in the WHO/UNICEF JMP for Water Supply and Sanitation.
Note: Totals may not tally due to rounding.

1990 

Populationa Served Populationb Unserved Population Subregion 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural 

East and Northeast Asia         1,351             446             905             994             445             549             357                1             356  

North and Central Asia            215             140               75             196             135               61               19                5               14  

Pacific              27               19                8               24               19                5                3               -                 3  

South and Southwest Asia         1,232             345             887             875             310             568             357               35             319  

Southeast Asia            440             141             299             321             128             194             119               13             105  

Totals         3,265          1,091          2,174          2,410          1,037          1,377             855               54             797  
           

2002 

Populationa Served Populationb Unserved Population Subregion 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban  Rural Total Urban Rural 

East and Northeast Asia         1,502             631             871          1,202             591             604             300               40             260  

North and Central Asia            216             135               81             197             133               68               19                2               17  

Pacific              32               23                9               28               23                5                4               -                 4  

South and Southwest Asia         1,551             481          1,070          1,318             457             871             233               24             209  

Southeast Asia            536             220             316             423             201             226             113               19               94  

Totals         3,837          1,490          2,347          3,168          1,405          1,774             669               85             584  
          

Increase from 1990 to 2002 572 399 173 758 368 397 (186) 31 (213) 
 


