
risks from the combination of widespread
pollution from human waste and the ex-
treme densities of many low-income ar-
eas in major cities.

The analysis in this chapter follows the
same methods used for measuring progress
and prospects for the water supply indica-
tor (Endnote 18). In this case, improved
sanitation involves better access and safer
disposal of excreta through facilities such
as septic tanks, simple pit latrines or venti-
lated improved pit latrines (Box 2).

East and Northeast Asia
With baseline data: CHINA, PEOPLE’S REP. OF
Without baseline data: CHINA, HONG KONG (SAR) • CHINA,
MACAO (SAR) • JAPAN • KOREA, DEM. PEOPLE’S REP. OF •
KOREA, REP. OF • MONGOLIA

The PRC is the only country in this sub-
region (without 100% coverage) to have
1990 baseline data. Mongolia only had
baseline data for its water supply cover-
age, but only sanitation coverage in 2002.

By 2002, the PRC increased its total
sanitation access by 67%—the result of a
6% compounded annual rate of expansion.
In its urban areas, total coverage grew by
8% (from 23% to 44%) over the 12-year
period. the PRC increased rural sanitation
coverage by a remarkable 150% from the
lowly level of just 7% in 1990 to 29% in

2002. The percentages of increase repre-
sent incredible amounts of people. Over-
all, about 300 million people in the PRC
gained access to improved sanitation fa-
cilities during this period. Although a
markedly lower percentage than rural
gains, the 8% growth in urban sanitation
coverage is remarkable given the rapid
rate of urbanization in the PRC. The 13%
annual increase in rural sanitation trans-
lates into nearly 174 million rural Chi-
nese gaining access, yet sanitation
coverage in rural areas still only reached
29% in 2002. Despite the progress, over
725 million people in the PRC alone re-
main without access to improved sanita-
tion facilities—over a quarter of all the
people without adequate sanitation glo-
bally.

North and Central Asia
With baseline data: KAZAKHSTAN • RUSSIAN FEDERATION •
UZBEKISTAN
Without baseline data: ARMENIA • AZERBAIJAN • GEORGIA
• KYRGYZ REPUBLIC • TAJIKISTAN • TURKMENISTAN

As with drinking water supplies, North
and Central Asia has a long history of pro-
viding access to improved sanitation fa-
cilities. Unfortunately, this legacy appears
to have not continued during the period
between 1990 and 2002, with the subre-

SANITATION COVERAGE ESTIMATES FOR SUBREGIONS IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, 1990 and 2002 (in million)

a    Breakdown of population was based on data provided by the WHO/UNICEF JMP for Water Supply and Sanitation
b    Refer to Annex B for regional percentages of access to water supply; access rates were computed from figures given in the WHO/UNICEF JMP for Water Supply and Sanitation
Note: Totals may not tally due to rounding.

1990 

Populationa Served Populationb Unserved Population Subregion 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural 

East and Northeast Asia         1,351             446             905             432             318             106             919             128             799  

North and Central Asia            215             140               75             176             128               48               39               12               27  

Pacific              27               19                8               24               19                4                3               -                 4  

South and Southwest Asia         1,232             345             887             283             201               76             949             144             811  

Southeast Asia            440             141             299             211               97             117             229               44             182  

Totals         3,265          1,091          2,174          1,126             763             351          2,139             328          1,823  
           

2002 

Populationa Served Populationb Unserved Population Subregion 

Total Urban Rural Total Urban  Rural Total Urban Rural 

East and Northeast Asia         1,502             631             871             751             468             273             751             163             588  

North and Central Asia            216             135               81             172             123               50               44               12               32  

Pacific              32               23                9               28               23                4                4               -                 4  

South and Southwest Asia         1,551             481          1,070             605             334             266             946             147             799  

Southeast Asia            536             220             316             327             181             163             209               39             170  

Totals         3,837          1,490          2,347          1,883          1,129             756          1,954             361          1,593  

          

Increase from 1990 to 2002 572 399 173 757 366 405 (185) 33 (230) 
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Text Box
Source: Asia Water Watch 2015 - Are Countries in Asia on Track to Meet Target 10 of the Millennium Development Goals?, 2006. (ADB / UNDP / UNESCAP / WHO)




