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for comparison of  national data sets, all 
DMCs should use consistent definitions 
and similar processes for collection, 
analysis, and interpretation. This is not 
happening at present at any significant 
or consistent scale, as a result of  which 
apples and oranges are often being ag-
gregated and compared. Accordingly, the 
present situation often may not give re-
alistic views of  water-related conditions, 
or help in formulating and implementing 
efficient policies, programs, and projects. 
To ensure efficient water planning and 
management in the future, data avail-
ability, quality, and access need to be 
improved significantly. 

Forging Partnerships for 
Water Management
In the late 1990s, certain international 
institutions (not ADB) strongly and con-
sistently promoted the participation of  
a few multinational corporations as the 
panacea for solving water and wastewater 
problems of  major urban centers of  the 
developing world. As noted earlier, by 

sets across the entire Asian region. Such 
an effort will unquestionably improve 
data availability and accessibility, and 
may contribute to the reduction, or even 
elimination, of  unreliable and conflict-
ing data sets. For example, when the 
background work was carried out for the 
present report, it was noted that national 
and international data sets on achieve-
ments toward the MDG on water supply 
were very different. Some examples are 
given in Table 3 above. National data sets 
often tended to provide more optimistic 
pictures of  progress. This may also be 
due to data errors and/or definitional 
problems in the data. For example, 
access to water can be defined in differ-
ent ways by different countries and/or 
national and international institutions. 
Clear definitions of  the data that are 
being collected are needed so that users 
are aware of  the data’s relevance, appro-
priateness, comparability, and limitations. 

For data aggregation at national 
levels, all local data sets must use identi-
cal definitions of  the parameters for 
which data are being collected. Equally, 

Table 3: Proportions of Populations in Selected Countries Receiving Water and Sanitation Services (%)

Country Source and date Overall 
water

Urban water Rural water Overall 
sanitation

Urban 
sanitation

Rural 
sanitation

Cambodia WHO/UNICEF (2004) 41 64 35 17 53 8

Ministry of Planning (2005) — 76 42 — 55 16

Fiji WHO/UNICEF (2004) 47 43 51 72 87 55

FAO (2002)a 70 — — — — —

Sri Lanka WHO/UNICEF (2004) 79 98 74 91 98 89

ABDb (2000/1 data yr) 82 98 70 80 97 —

NWSDB (2005)c — 39.5 — — — —

Viet Nam WHO/UNICEF (2004) 85 99 80 61 92 50

Viet Nam Govt. (2004)d 70 — 58 — — 41

FAO = Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, UNICEF = United Nations Children’s Fund, WHO = World Health Organization.
a Gateway to Land and Water Information, University of South Pacific, Samoa - Fiji National report.
b Country Strategy and Program Update 2006–2008.
c National Water Supply and Drainage Board Annual Report (NWSDB) (2005) – excludes some large municipalities, such as Kandy and Jaffna.
d Viet Nam Govt. (2004) Report on Viet Nam Development Goals.
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