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Indicator for country “j”=
[(Rj−Rmin)/(Rmax−Rmin)]×100

The index is computed for 2004 for 23 
developing member countries (DMCs) 
of  the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
accounting for 99% of  the total popula-
tion of  all 44 DMCs. The IDWA values 
of  the 23 DMCs are given above to 
demonstrate the use and implications of  
the new index.  

Ranking based on IDWA

Comparing Malaysia and the 
Republic of  Korea, the latter has a 
relative paucity of  water resources and 
not quite 100% access. It has capacity 
to purchase/exploit water resources at a 
much higher level than Malaysia, but it is 
not translated into full access, and hence 
its IDWA is slightly lower. 

The People’s Republic of  China 
(PRC) and India have about the same 
IDWA, but some of  the component 
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