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30 November 2005

Kathryn E. Nelson
Lead Facilitator
ADB's Water Policy Implementation Review
knelson@adb.org

Dear Ms. Nelson,

We would like to make a submission of our comments to the ongoing review of the
implementationof the ADB's Water Policy.

PublicServicesInternational(pSI) is a globalunionfederationmadeup of morethan 600 trade
unions.PSIrepresentsmorethan20million workerswhodeliverpublicservicesin 160countries
around the world. PSI and its affiliates are committed to build quality public services that meet
the needs of workers and communities.Priorities include global campaigns for water, energy and
health services. PSI also promotes gender equality, worker rights, trade union capacity building
and equity, and social dialogue. PSI is an officially recognised non-government organization
(NGO) for the public sector within the International Labour Organisation and has accreditation
with UNESCO, ECOSOC and UNCTAD. PSI also works in association with the International
Confederationof Free Trade Union (ICFTU).

Comments:

A. Water is a basic hUllUlnneed, a fundamental hUlII/lnright and a finite natural resoUl'ce
that perfol'ltlSimportant ecological services. We believe that the provisioning of the supply
of water - a resource freely available in nature - for drinking and other household uses
shouldnot be madefor profit and should form part of the core of public servicesdelivered by
governmentasa social responsibility to its citizens. Moreover, the provisioning of water is a
constitutional mandatein many countries in the Asia-Pacific region.

B. Private is not necessarily better than public. Although we welcome ADB's recent
statements that the Bank no longer supports privatization, we are still cautious about the
Bank's support for "private-public partnerships" and the Bank's earlier assumption that
anything provided by the private sector is necessarily better than that provided by the public
sector. It was because of this flawed assumption which led the Bank to introduce many
forms oflargely untested private sector participation (PSP) in the water sector.
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