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FOREWORD

This edition of the Key Indicators of Developing Asian and Pacific Countries is the thirty-second

in a series of annual statistical publications of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The current

edition, containing economic, financial, environmental, and social data for ADB’s 40 developing

member countries (DMCs), departs from previous editions by incorporating two changes.

To enhance the value of the data and to aid readers in their informed analysis of the document,

a brief technical note has been added highlighting the underlying concepts and definitions employed

in the compilation of the statistics.

The second innovation introduced in this edition is the inclusion of a broad analysis of the

numbers. Our goal has been to add value to the data and to draw certain general conclusions. The

analysis highlights the great diversity of country circumstances and the development experience of

groups of countries in the region. Several major themes emerge. Most countries in the region have

experienced growth, but the growth performance has varied considerably from one country to

another. Living standards for many Asians continue to be at unacceptable levels despite perceptible

improvements. The quality of life remains low, and poverty continues to be intolerably and unacceptably

high.

In the process of the analysis, other lessons have been learned. A key lesson is that large data

gaps exist in some countries, and there is no strict comparability of data across countries. These

limitations point to the past underinvestment in national information services, and to continuing

underfunding of statistical operations. Although ADB has provided DMCs with technical assistance

for capacity building in statistics, their governments must be responsible for devoting additional

resources to the systematic gathering of information and its dissemination.

As we embark on the new millennium and information becomes a major driving force, countries

will need to focus on the availability of and access to statistical data. The costs associated with poor

data are amply demonstrated by the experience of countries devastated by the economic crisis of

1997. The lessons from that crisis were that market failures can be linked to the lack of key data

sets; that markets can be punishing when data are less than transparent and that markets react

favorably to country circumstances when credible data are available. Building upon these lessons,

it is imperative that governments and their development partners take a fresh look at the role

information plays in the evolution of effective development strategies. In an endeavor to contribute

to that effort, Chapter II offers pointers for establishing policy-driven statistical systems. ADB remains

committed to supporting country efforts at strengthening national statistical systems, especially for

improving their capacities to compile indicators of poverty and living standards. Such indicators are

critical both for designing projects and programs and for monitoring progress.

Tadao Chino

President
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES

Concepts, Definitions and Estimation Methodology

The data series are compiled from two major sources, namely, the developing member countries (DMCs) of ADB and

international statistics agencies. The data obtained from the DMCs are comparable to the extent that the individual countries

follow the standard statistical concepts, definitions and estimation methods recommended by the United Nations and other

applicable international agencies. However, countries invariably develop and apply their own concepts, definitions and estimation

methodology to suit their individual conditions and these may not necessarily conform with the recommended international

standards. Hence, although attempts are made to present the data in comparable and uniform format, they are subject to

variations in the statistical methods used by individual countries. These variations are reflected in the footnotes of the country

tables.

General Guidelines

The cut-off date for the data to be included in this issue was 13 July 2001.

Sixteen countries have varying fiscal years not corresponding to the calendar year. Whenever the statistical series, e.g.

national accounts or government finance, are compiled by fiscal year, these are presented under single year captions

corresponding to the period in which most of the fiscal year falls, as follows:

Country Fiscal Year Year Caption

Afghanistan 21 March 2000 to 20 March 2001 2000

Cook Islands (before 1990) 1 April 1989 to 31 March 1990 1989

Cook Islands (after 1990) 1 July 1999 to 30 June 2000 2000

Hong Kong, China

India

Indonesia 1 April 2000 to 31 March 2001 2000
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Singapore

Bangladesh

Bhutan

Pakistan 1 July 1999 to 30 June 2000 2000

Samoa

Taipei,China

Tonga

Nepal 16 July 1999 to 15 July 2000 2000

Lao PDR

Marshall Islands 1 October 1999 to 30 September 2000 2000

Micronesia, Fed. States of
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0 or 0.0 Magnitude is less than half of unit employed

* Provisional/Preliminary/Estimate/Budget figure
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kgoe kilogram of oil equivalent

kl kiloliter

km kilometer

kWh kilowatt-hour

lb pound

m meter

mn million

m t metric ton

pc piece

sq m square meter

‘000 thousand

toe ton of oil equivalent
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fc factor cost

fob free on board
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HSC Harmonized System Classification

IEA International Energy Agency

ILO International Labour Office
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OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
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PPP purchasing power parity

SDRs Special Drawing Rights

SEA Southeast Asia

SITC Standard International Trade Classification

UN United Nations

UNCTAD UN Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP UN Development Programme

UNEP UN Environment Programme

UNESCO UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

WB World Bank

WRI World Resources Institute

Publications

ADB, GIDAPC Gender Indicators of Developing Asian and Pacific Countries

ESCAP, APF Asia-Pacific in Figures

SIAP Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific

SYAP Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific

FAO, PY Production Yearbook

ILO, YLS Yearbook of Labor Statistics

IMF, BOPS Balance of Payments Statistics

DOTS Direction of Trade Statistics

GFS Government Finance Statistics

IFS International Finance Statistics

NCDS, SPESD South Pacific Economic and Social Database

OECD, EDS External Debt Statistics

FEDDC Financing and External Debt of Developing Countries
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     Situation of  Women
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MBS Monthly Bulletin of Statistics

SY Statistical Yearbook
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xiv

WER World Education Report

WB, GDF Global Development Finance

PPMC Price Prospects for Major Commodities

SID Social Indicators of Development

WDI World Development Indicators

WDR World Development Report

WDT World Debt Tables

WT World Tables

Notes

1. Data on GDP estimates converted through purchasing power parities (PPP) under the International Comparison

Program (ICP) coordinated by the United Nations are not shown in this publication, mainly because of the lack of continuous

series and more current data for many of the Bank’s developing member countries.

2. Data on Direction of Trade contained in most country tables are based on data shown in the Direction of Trade Statistics

(DOTS) yearbooks and CD-ROMs of the IMF, which in turn are reported by the respective countries. However, such data may

not be fully consistent with those reported by their trading partners.

3. Data on Germany in the Direction of Trade refer to those of the former Federal Republic of Germany through June

1990. As from July 1990, data cover the area of united Germany.
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