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FOREWORD

The 1990s has been a decade of major change for the Asian
Development Bank and its Pacific Developing Member

Countries (PDMCs). As the Bank has transformed itself from being
primarily a project lender to being a broad-based development in-
stitution, a wave of economic, public sector and governance reform
has broken on most PDMC shores. The Bank has assisted the re-
form process through provision of program loans and technical
assistance.

This book presents the results of an assessment of Bank as-
sistance to reform efforts in six PDMCs. The assessment was un-
dertaken at the request of the Board of Directors of the Bank by an
interdepartmental task force consisting of Cedric Saldanha (Chair-
person, Office of Pacific Operations), Louis de Jonghe (Office of
Pacific Operations), David Edwards (Economics and Development
Resource Center), Manabu Fujimura (Economics and Development
Resource Center), Michael Heppell (staff consultant, Strategy and
Policy Office), Bruce Knapman (staff consultant, Office of Pacific
Operations), and Salvatore Schiavo-Campo (Senior Advisor for
Governance and Public Management). A summary report was pre-
pared on the basis of individual country reports, which involved
missions to the Cook Islands (October 1998), the Republic of
Vanuatu (October-November 1998), the Federated States of
Micronesia ( January-February 1999), the Republic of the Marshall
islands (February 1999), Solomon Islands (February 1999), and
Samoa (March 1999). These reports are published in order to make
the findings available to the Pacific community, external funding
agencies, and the public at large.

Special acknowledgment is made of contributions to the in-
dividual country reports by Manabu Fujimura (Samoa, Vanuatu),
Michael Heppell (Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia), and
Salvatore Schiavo-Campo (Samoa, Vanuatu).

Basudev Dahal
Director

Office of Pacific Operations


