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Let’s split 
some 
(etymological) 
hairs…

From the real world To the ivory tower
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"Good water governance implies that these 
laws, policies, programs and projects are 
effective, efficient, equitable, sustainable and 
are consistent with the Dublin Principles.”
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The societal goal was to “conquest 
nature” (Prussia was a malarial 
swamp)

(Water) reform is 
dialectic, not 
mechanical….

“the institutions and organizations 
were always provisional – something 
that historians know well, but 
hydrological engineers found hard to 
accept”.
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A complete misalignment between the priorities of donors 
and those of governments of developing countries
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The heavily-overloaded social cart has left the economic 
horse up in the air!
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•Rich countries (Type 3)  should be focusing primarily on management 
and be wary of more investments in “dumb” infrastructure
•When they impose these priorities on poor (Type 1) countries 
(through the World Bank, for example) there is a serious moral and 
ethical problem
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1947 – Partition, with Sir Cyril Ratcliffe’s line as brutal to 
hydrology as it was to people…
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Large Storage

Huge Link Canals

•Three rivers for India, three for Pakistan
•A huge violation of the integrity of the basin
•But a second-best which has worked amazingly well (albeit with 
major questions arising now…)
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Water flowing from dry to wet areas!
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A consistent finding on the question:
How has Country XX done vis a vis Dublin Principles?

Comprehensive:  
·  Some state and basin plans, national plan beginning

·  Ecological and hydropower not integrated into plans

·  Weak stakeholder participation

·  Lack of financing to implement plans

Institutional:  
·  State and national water laws—weak implementation

·  Laws for bulk water charges not yet approved

·  State and federal water councils, river basin
committees—limited policy and planning influence

·  Fledging water resource management agencies at state
and national level

Economic:  
·  Heavily subsidized water resource infrastructure

without explicit justification

·  Very limited bulk water charging

·  State Water Funds undercapitalized

Green

Yellow

Red
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� The “institutional” principle:
� stakeholder participation
� subsidiarity (federal, state,

municipality, users…)
� greater role for private sector, 

NGOs and women

� The “instrument” principle:
� greater attention to economic 

value of alternative uses
� greater use of economic instruments 

(water rights, user charges…)
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Thank you!


