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Ahmed AHSAN is Lead Economist in the Office of the Chief Economist and Director, PREM, 
East Asia and Pacific Region of the World Bank. He is currently leading Bank's East Asia 
region's Research Partnership Programs on "Cross Border Labor Mobility and Economic 
Development in the East Asia and Pacific Region" and "Climate Change and Economic Policy in 
APEC Countries" in addition to his other responsibilities. Before joining the East Asia Region, 
Mr. Ahsan has worked on countries in South Asia and Africa. His work has spanned 
macroeconomic and trade policies, and more recently labor market and regional development 
issues on India on which he has published several papers. In the Bank, Mr. Ahsan has also led 
several policy based lending operations in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Before joining 
the Bank he taught at Dhaka University, Bangladesh, Columbia University, New York and was 
Consultant to the Bangladesh Institute for Development Studies, FAO, and the UN. He received 
his Bachelor's and Master's degrees from Dhaka University, Bangladesh and his M.Phil. and 
Ph. D. degrees, from Columbia University, New York 
Nazneen AHMED is a Research Fellow at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies. 
She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Wageningen, the Netherlands; Masters in 
Economics from University of Sussex, UK and University of Dhaka. Dr. Nazneen has 
specialization in international trade, regional integration, industrial and labour issues, 
institutional economics and market distortions. She has extensive expertise in ready-made 
garment sector of Bangladesh. She has published articles in international journals and chapters 
in books from reputed publishers and organizations. She has experiences of working with policy 
making bodies of the government, various donors and international development organisations 
including the World Bank, DFID, UNCTAD, ILO, IFC, European Commission, Action Aid, IFPRI 
and so on.  
                                                 
1  Papers are sponsored by: ADBa, ADBIb, DFIDc, GTZ (on behalf of German Ministry for Economic Cooperation 

and Development, BMZ)d, ILOe, JICAf, UNDPg, WHOh, and World Banki . Presenters and discussants for ADBI 
papers will meet on Wednesday 30 September between 08:30 and 11:30 in function room 3 (for papers on the 
social impact) and function room 4 (for papers on the environmental impact). Papers sponsored by ADB under 
the Poverty Network project are supported by the International Poverty Reduction Center in China (IPRCC, 
Beijing), the Institute for Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS, Singapore), the Korean Development Institute (KDI, 
Seoul), and the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER, New Delhi). For more information on 
the conference agenda, knowledge papers, participants and administrative arrangements, please visit the 
conference website under http://www.adb.org/Documents/Events/2009/Poverty-Social-Development/default.asp 
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Ian ANDERSON is an Advisor, Principal Economist, Health Services Delivery, with the Asian 
Development Bank.    He works on the economics and financing of maternal, newborn and child 
health care in Asia and the Pacific, as well as the economics and financing of tobacco control.   
He has been actively involved in the Investment Case for Maternal Newborn and Child in Asia 
and the Pacific which is available on the ADB website.    He is currently the task manager of a 
study that examines the extent to which out of pocket expenditure acts as a barrier to health 
care and / or impoverishes women in 17 countries of Asia and the Pacific.  Prior to joining ADB 
he was with the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID)  and was seconded 
to the World Bank as a Senior Economist, Health Nutrition and Population Unit, South Asia 
Division. 

Mukul G ASHER is Professor of Public Policy at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
National University of Singapore. He was educated in India and the United States. He 
specializes in public finance, social security reforms, and India’s external economic relations. He 
has published extensively in national and international journals; and has authored or edited 
several books. He has been a consultant to many Governments and multi-lateral institutions 
including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and the International Labor Organization.  
He can be reached at sppasher@nus.edu.sg 

Muhammad Chatib BASRI is Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Economics University of 
Indonesia and Research Associate at the Institute for Economic and Social Research Faculty of 
Economics University of Indonesia. He is also special adviser to the Minister of Finance of the 
Republic of Indonesia, and special economic adviser to Prof Boediono, the Vice President Elect 
2009. Mr. Basri also served as a President of the Republic of Indonesia Dr. Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono's personal representative to the G-20 summit in Washington, November 2008 and 
serves as Deputy Finance Minister for G-20. Dr. Basri graduated from Faculty of Economics- 
University of Indonesia in 1992 he then awarded a Master of Economic Development and Ph.D 
in Economics from Australian National University in 1996 and 2001 respectively. From 2005-
2009, Dr Basri served as a Chairman of the Institute for Economic and Social Research Faculty 
of Economics University of Indonesia. He was also a member of Advisory Team to the 
Indonesia-Japan on Investment in 2005. Dr Basri was a visiting research fellow at the Institute 
for Southeast Asia Studies in Singapore in 2001. Basri is the author of number of papers and 
newspaper articles. His expertise is International Trade, Macroeconomics and Political 
Economy. He is also a Research Associate with the Indonesia Project, Economics Division, 
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University. He is also 
member of the international Advisory Board of Bulletin Indonesian Economic Studies, Australian 
National University, Council of Fellows of the East Asian Economic Association. He has acted 
as a consultant for the World Bank, the ADB, the USAID, AUSAID, OECD and UNCTAD. Dr 
Basri is a member of advisory team to the Indonesian National Team on International Trade 
Negotiation since 2005. 
Armin BAUER is Senior Economist in the Poverty Team of the Poverty Reduction, Gender, and 
Social Development Division of ADB’s Regional and Sustainable Development Department.  Mr. 
Bauer is responsible for ADB's knowledge work, as well as operational support and strategic 
advice on poverty reduction and inclusive growth. He also coordinates ADB's new Project 
Classification System, a major tool for monitoring ADB's contribution to development results. He 
wrote several ADB publication and is regularly updating  ADB's Poverty website and Poverty 
Matters newsletter. Mr. Bauer has over twenty-five years of development experience. He  
worked in Asia and the Pacific and in Africa. He joined ADB in 1995, and worked in the regional 
department on East Asia and in the Strategy and Policy Department. Prior to ADB he worked for 
the German technical assistance agency GTZ  and between 2003 and 2006 for the German 

mailto:sppasher@nus.edu.sg
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development Bank KfW. A German national, Mr. Bauer holds a Ph.D. in Development 
Economics (1990), a M.A. in Political Economy (1987), and a BA in Administrative Science. 

Henk BEKEDAM has been the Director of Health Sector Development (DHS) for the WHO 
Western Pacific Region since August 2007. Previously, Dr Bekedam was the WHO 
Representative in China, from 2002 till August 2007, where he and the WHO China office team 
were instrumental in supporting the government to successfully contain SARS and deal with the 
various avian influenza outbreaks.  Dr Bekedam also worked as team leader of a health sector 
reform project in Cambodia.  Before joining WHO, he worked in Africa for seven years. He was 
involved in both clinical and community work in Zambia, and served as Regional Health Officer 
in Malawi, responsible for all health issues of the Southern Region, including the health needs of 
one million refugees from Mozambique.  

Henk BEKEDAM 
Bela BIRD 
David BLOOM 
Hanka BOLDEMANN 
Ties BOERMA is the World Health Organization's Director of Health Statistics and Informatics.  
He has 20 years of experience working in public health and research programmes in developing 
countries, including 10 years at national and district levels in Africa. Dr. Boerma has worked for 
different United Nations organizations, bilateral donors, national governments and research 
institutions and has published extensively on AIDS, maternal and child health in epidemiological, 
demographic, and public health journals.  

Azra Abdul CADER is the Team Leader of the Poverty Assessment & Knowledge Management 
Progamme at the Centre for Poverty Analysis. She has an academic background in sociology 
and development studies specializing in rural livelihoods and her research interests include 
migration, displacement and conflict affectedness of vulnerable populations especially children. 
She has worked on research and impact evaluation projects related to child labor and child 
poverty; more specifically developing methodologies to understand longer term impacts on 
children and reducing child vulnerabilities in disaster situations, and developing a wider 
understanding of child poverty in Sri Lanka. More recently her work has involved a 
communications orientation, including working on internet based network facilitation on policy 
influence and supporting the development of an online information dissemination platform on 
poverty. 

Paulette CASTEL Paulette Castel is a French economist with a PhD in macroeconomics from 
Paris I. She first worked in France and later in Uruguay on sectoral forecast and 
macroeconomic modeling. She then worked at the World Bank where she specialized on the 
evaluation of the financial, poverty and gender impact of the reform of the pension systems in 
the East European and Central Asian countries. She is now living in Hanoi where she works as 
an independent international consultant. She has collaborated in studies with local partners 
(Ministry of Labor, Ministry of Health, Vietnamese Academy of Social Sciences) on social 
insurance, including health insurance, and poverty issues. 
Shiladitya CHATTERJEE obtained his MA from the Delhi School of Economics, and his Ph.D 
in economics from Boston University.  He has taught economics at Delhi and Boston 
Universities and at the University of Massachusetts. For the first 18 years of his professional 
career, Dr. Chatterjee was a member of the Indian Administrative Service, where his 
assignments included Director in the Prime Minister's Office, and Finance Secretary in the 
Government of Assam.  Dr. Chatterjee joined ADB in 1994 and worked initially as Country 
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Economist for Philippines and thereafter as Country Team Leader for Indonesia. His more 
recent assignments include Head of the Poverty Unit, and Practice Leader for Poverty 
Reduction.  He is currently Advisor in ADB's Strategy and Policy Department and Chair of the 
MDG Coordination Group.       

Chinchai CHEECHAROEN is presently Deputy Director of the National Commission on Social 
Welfare Promotion Office, Ministry of Social Development and Human Security. He received his 
B.S.W. (1980) and his M.S.W (1984) from Thammasat University, Bangkok, Thailand. He 
participated in the 10 th Study Program for the Asian Social Welfare Administrator, Tokyo, 
Japan. from JICWEL (1994)  and in the workshop "Protecting the Vulnerable: The Design and 
Implementing of Effective Safety Nets", Washington D.C. ,USA from the World Bank Institute 
(2004) , He is one of the authors “Philanthropy and Law in Asia A Comparative Study of the 
Non-Profit in Ten Asia Pacific Societies” a publication of the Asia Pacific Philanthropy 
Consortium (1999). He played a great role established GO-NGO Forum on Social Welfare and 
Development in ASEAN and on Social Welfare Promotion Act (B.E. 2003) in Thailand. 

Nieves R. CONFESORis Faculty (and former Dean) at the Asian Institute of Management 
(Philippines) and serves as Executive Director of AIM-Team Energy Center for Bridging 
Leadership. Professor Confesor serves as consultant/expert to the ILO, World Bank, the ADB, 
Government, NGOs and companies in the areas of general management and leadership 
development, public policy, labor and employment, strategy development. She also serves as 
Chairperson of the Philippine Government Panel Negotiating with the National Democratic 
Front-Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army. She is Project Director of the 
ASEAN Foundation project on ASEAN Foundation-Funded Project on “Mainstreaming Poverty 
Alleviation in the ASEAN Region” which focuses on private sector initiatives in the areas of 
development and poverty reduction.  Professor had also served as the Philippine Minister of 
Labor and Employment  and Chairperson of the ILO Governing Body.  

DANG Kim Son 
DANG Nguyen Anh 
Julie DELFORCE is currently Director of the Economics and Growth Section in the Pacific 
Branch of the Australian Government’s overseas aid program, AusAID.  Before joining AusAID 
in 1998 she spent three years at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat in Suva as Economic 
Advisor.  She holds Masters and PhD degrees in Agricultural Economics from the University of 
New England, Australia.  The paper she is presenting in Hanoi is an edited extract of a report 
compiled by a team of Australian and New Zealand government officials for the August 2009 
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders' meeting in Cairns, Australia. 

Tom DERKSEN (www.snvworld.org) is Country Director of SNV Netherlands Development in 
Vietnam. Mr. Derksen has over 25 years of experience in international development primarily in 
management functions. In his 13 years as Director for SNV Netherlands Development 
Organisation and Consul of the Netherlands (Hon) in Nepal and Bhutan he built up expertise in 
all aspects of management: strategic planning, human resources management, financial 
management, resource mobilisation, tendering, result based monitoring and evaluation, quality 
control, communication, networking and representation. In his work as Director and as 
consultant he has directly and indirectly contributed to the management development of over 75 
national and international organisations (government, private and NGO sector). He had 
oversight responsibility for international multi-cultural teams varying in size from 30 to 250 staff 
members. He holds a Masters degree in Social Anthropology and and MsC in Irrigation 
Engineering.  

http://www.snvworld.org/


5 

Rebecca DODD joined the Division of Health Sector Development (DHS) of the WHO Western 
Pacific Region in August 2009, where she is responsible for the Asia Pacific Observatory on 
Health Systems and Policies.  Before joining WPRO, Ms Dodd worked in the WHO Country 
Office in Viet Nam on donor co-ordination and aid effectiveness, and before that she was based 
in WHO Headquarters working on a range of health and development issues. Previous to WHO, 
she worked for Save the Children Fund UK.  

Chris DONNGES, a dutch National, studied economics at the University of Amsterdam. He has 
lived and worked in the Asia Pacific region for more than 20 years. Chris has worked on a 
number of UNDP and ILO field projects in the areas of local level planning, rural development 
and infrastructure and employment creation. He is currently in charge of the ILO's regional 
ASIST Asia Pacific programme which aims at mainstreaming local development, poverty 
reduction and job creation strategies through   infrastructure development and public works. He 
is currently based in the ILO's regional office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok, Thailand. 

Jhanna FATTAKOVA 
Karin FERNANDO is the Team Leader, of the Poverty Impact Monitoring Programme at the 
Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA). Her academic work has focused on environmental science 
and sustainable development. She has a Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science) from 
Allegheny College, Pennsylvania and Master of Arts on Sustainable Development from 
Brandeis University. She has 8 years experience working in development project 
implementation and management (with a focus on environmental issues) and poverty impact 
monitoring. Her recent work and research interest have included climate change and 
vulnerability, urban poverty, and resettlement. 

Anastasia FETSI is an senior expert on vocational education and training (VET) in the 
European Training Foundation (ETF). She is an economist and has been working in ETF since 
1996. She has experience with transition countries in Central Europe, Western Balkans and 
Central Asia. Her special fields of work are on the links between VET and the labour market, 
employment policies and the role of vocational training in social inclusion. She has designed a 
number of EU funded projects on VET and Employment Policies on the request of the European 
Commission; she has made country and transnational analyses on the developments and 
challenges of the VET systems; and she has provided policy advice to the Ministries of 
Education and Labour in the countries for which she was ETF country manager.     

Batkurel GALSANDORJ 
Bahodir Ganiev is Country Economist at ADB's Viet Nam Resident Mission (VRM). Prior to 
joining VRM, he was Economist at ADB's West and Central Asia Department, where he did 
regional economic and sector work. In particular, he led the teams of ADB staff members and 
consultants that conducted a study on remittances in Central Asia and the South Caucasus and 
a study on regional economic cooperation in Central Asia. He has authored a number of 
research articles and chapters of published reports on macroeconomic policies and regional 
economic cooperation. He holds a master's degree in economics from the University of 
Pennsylvania, a mater's degree in international affairs from Columbia University and a doctorate 
degree in economics from Tashkent State University of Economics.  
Rana HASAN is Principal Economist in the Economics and Research Department of the Asian 
Development Bank. His current research covers enterprise development issues, analysis of 
poverty and inequality, and assessment of the impact of market-oriented economic reforms on 
labor market outcomes and industrial performance. Dr. Hasan worked as a Fellow in the 
Research Program of the East-West Center in Honolulu, USA from 2000-2003. He received a 
Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Maryland in 1997. 
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David HALL an Oxford-trained social impact assessment specialist with 20 years consulting 
experience in Africa and Asia. He was worked in a wide variety of sectors, focusing on the 
social consequences of policy reforms and large-scale infrastructure projects. In the water 
sector,  he has undertaken work for the Mekong River Commission on the social  impacts of 
hydropower dams in Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.  Recently, he has undertaken 
work in Mongolia for the ADB related to the on-going social welfare reforms arising from the 
financial crisis. 

Patrick HETTINGER 

Zoe HORN 
Samantha HUNG is a Social Development Specialist (Gender and Development) in the Poverty 
Reduction, Gender, and Social Development Division of the Regional and Sustainable 
Development Department of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). Before joining ADB, she was 
the Gender Advisor for the New Zealand Agency for International Development (NZAID), where 
she was responsible for leading implementation of the NZAID Policy for Achieving Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women and providing advisory support to bilateral, regional 
and multilateral programs. Her other previous experience includes appointment as Gender 
Issues Advisor for the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Policy Officer for Australian 
Government Departments, Acting Manager/Gender Communications Officer for BRIDGE 
(briefings on gender-development) at the Institute of Development Studies in the University of 
Sussex, and various employment with UNICEF Vietnam. Ms. Hung originally started her 
international development career as an Australian Volunteer Abroad in Vietnam. 
Rosey HURST is director and co-founder of Impactt, a consultancy specialising in 
understanding and improving labour practices in supply chains.  Impactt has offices in London, 
Hong Kong, Dubai and Guang Zhou.  Since 1997 Impactt has worked with companies, 
governments and organisations to help them integrate workers’ rights and social standards into 
the way they buy, and to practices in supply chains.  Impactt’s clients include: BBC Worldwide, 
Cadbury, Ethical Trading Initiative, Marks & Spencer, the National Health Service, Novo Nordisk, 
Oxfam, Tesco and Traidcraft. Rosey’s work focuses developing group approaches to tackling 
labour standards problems, including the Impactt Overtime Project, the Local Resources 
Network and Sedex, the Supplier Ethical Data Exchange. Rosey has a degree in classics from 
Cambridge University and studied for an MSc in Development Studies at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies in London.  For more information on Impactt, visit: www.impacttlimited.com 

Lili Yan ING (liliyan.ing@anu.edu.au) is a lecturer at Faculty of Economics University of 
Indonesia as well as a researcher at Institute for Economic and Social Research (LPEM-FEUI). 
She is also actively involved in co-ordinating trainings for officials of the National Planning 
Agency of Republic of Indonesia. She completed an undergraduate degree in Economics with 
Magna Cum-Laude at Gadjah Mada University in 1999 and a Doctoral degree in Economics at 
the Australian National University (ANU) in 2009. During her study at the ANU, she presented 
papers at various international conferences (one of her papers was published in journal of The 
World Economy) and she was granted as a Promising Young Scholar by the Pacific Trade and 
Development (PAFTAD) Forum in 2007. Her research interests are international economics, 
monetary economics and political economy. 

Fukuya IINO currently works at the United Nations University in Tokyo as Academic 
Programme Officer and is determined to continue his work in environmental governance 
focusing on environmental monitoring and risk management. After receiving a Ph.D. in 
Chemical Engineering from the University of Tokyo in 1999, Dr. Iino's interests in chemical 
management and environmental governance has led him to develop his career through the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (1999-2001), the Research Center for Chemical 

http://www.impacttlimited.com/
mailto:liliyan.ing@anu.edu.au
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Risk Management in Japan (2001-2004) and United Nations University (2004-Present). Dr. Iino 
has served as an expert delegate from Japan to the OECD, Managing Editor for Sustainability 
Science, Dreyfus Fellow at the University of Connecticut, Regional Editor for Asia for a US 
based journal (Environmental Engineering Science), Steering Committee member for the UNU-
Gwangju Institute for Science & Technology joint program, and many other positions in relation 
to chemical management. Dr. Iino is determined to continue his work in environmental 
governance focusing on environmental monitoring and risk management. 

Reisuke IWANA, is Senior Analyst in the Health and Welfare Group of the Economic and Social 
Policy Department of the Mitsubishi UFJ Research and Consulting Co., Ltd. In Tokyo 
(iwana@murc.jp). Mr. Iwana, is a consultant in private research and consulting firm based in 
Tokyo. While working mainly with the Japan Government on domestic social security issue as a 
consultant, he has been engaged to sociall security project of JICA in Thailand or Lao PDR. He 
is also a member of Supporting Committee on Social Security issue in JICA (Japan International 
Cooperation Agency). IWANA received his MA in international politics from the University of 
Buckingham (U.K.), and another MA degree in social welfare from Tokyo Metropolitan 
University, BA in social welfare from Meiji Gakuin University. 

Nicola JONES has a PhD in Political Science and is a research fellow at ODI where she leads 
a programme on knowledge, policy and power, and coordinates the cross-institution Gender 
Theme. She has carried out research and advisory work for a variety of funders (AusAID, DFID, 
EU, FAO, UNICEF, UNDP, IDRC, GAVI Alliance Bernard van Leer Foundation, Plan 
International) and published for a range of academic, policy and NGO audiences on gender and 
age-related social protection and social policy issues in Asia, East and West Africa and Latin 
America. Prior to joining ODI she managed several multi-year cross-country policy research 
initiatives on childhood poverty and gender in the developing world, and also worked in the 
Ministry of Gender Equality in South Korea. Her current research foci include the politics of 
social protection, gender relations and care, and the social impacts of the global economic 
crisis.  

Somchai JITSUCHON eceived his doctorate degree in Economics in 1999 from the University 
of British columbia, Vancouver, Canada.  Dr. Jitsuchon is currently a research director at the 
Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI), specializing in macroeconomic policies, 
macroeconomic modeling (computable general equilibrium models and econometric models), 
theories and empirical applications on poverty and income distribution.  His past experiences 
include being a visiting researcher at the Economic Planning Agency (EPA), Tokyo, Japan; a 
special lecturer at the National Institute for Development and Administration (NIDA), and 
Thammasat University.  His contact info is tel (662)718-5460 ext. 322 and tao@tdri.or.th.  

Naila KABEER is a Fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, Sussex and a member of its 
Centre for Social Protection. Professor Kabir is also currently working as a  Senior Research 
Fellow within the Research and Policy Division of the Department for International Development, 
UK. Her main research focus is on issues of poverty, gender and social exclusion in relation to 
labour markets and livelihoods, social protection, collective action and citizenship.  She is  co-
director of a research, advocacy and network building programme in the Asia region 
(www.socialprotectionasia.org). Her most recent publication is 'Mainstreaming gender and social 
protection in the informal economy' published by the Commonwealth Secretariat and to be 
republished by Routledge India.  

Kaliappa KALIRAJAN is a Professor of Economics in the Crawford School of Economics and 
Government at the Australian National University. He is also an Advisor to the FASID-GRIPS 
Joint Graduate Program at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. He is an 
Adjunct Professor at the Madras School of Economics in Chennai. He received his PhD in 

mailto:iwana@murc.jp
mailto:tao@tdri.or.th
http://www.socialprotectionasia.org/
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Economics at the Australian National University in 1979. His areas of major interests include 
macroeconomic and trade policies and reform, poverty reduction, and technology issues in 
developing countries. He has several research publications (125) in these areas in reputed 
academic and policy oriented journals, He has either authored or co-edited 12 books on various 
themes of development. He has taught in Madurai University, India; National University of 
Singapore, Singapore; University of the Philippines, Philippines, National Graduate Institute for 
Policy Studies, International University of Japan, International Christian University, Sophia 
University, Japan; and the Australian National University, Australia. He is currently serving on 
the editorial boards of the following journals: Agricultural Economics, Australian Journal of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics, Journal of Asian Economics, The Developing Economies, 
and The Journal of Applied Economic Research. He has been a consultant to different national 
and international organizations. 

Elke KASMANN is Project Manager for poverty and social impact analysis and monitoring at 
GTZ in Germany. She has been working on social development issues in various sectors for 
GTZ since 1995. With an educational background in Economics, Sociology and Social 
Anthropology she designed and implemented technical cooperation programmes and evaluated 
projects and programmes for GTZ, BMZ (German Ministry of Economic Cooperation) and SDC 
(Swiss Development Cooperation). Previously, she worked within various policy research and 
advisory programmes in the social sector in Germany.  

Babar Naseem KHAN is the Lead Partnerhsip Facilitator for Asian Development Bank and 
WWF International, based in Manila. His role includes providing assistance to both the 
Instituions on furthering the Partnership, by servicing the current engagements, as well as 
identifying new areas of convergence, specifically in footprint analysis, spatial planning, and 
freshwater policy work. As Head of Programme Development for WWF Pakistan, he developed 
and secured various poverty-environment nexus projects in order to facilitate sustainable 
resource management for improved livelihoods all over Pakistan. He has been the propagator of 
tools such as economic valuation, incentive based conservation (Payments for Environmental 
Services schemes), and public-private partnerships as policy tools for sustainable development 
and poverty reduction in remote and under developed, ecologically significant areas. He has co-
authored numerous reports highlighting how variable socio-economic dynamics affect resource 
use practices, with or without a project specific intervention. He is a Development Economist 
with a specialization in Environment and Development from the London School of Economics 
and Polictical Science, UK.  

Idrees KHAWAJA did his Ph.D. in economics from Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics in 2007 and has been associated with the institute as a researcher cum teacher 
since 2006. His fields of interest include monetary economics and institutional economics. He 
also holds a Masters in Business Administration and has served with a premier development 
financial institution of Pakistan for sufficient length of time before adopting research and 
teaching as an occupation in 1998. 

Raj KUMAR is Senior Adviser and Head of the Special Unit for Countries with Special Countries 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). He 
works in both analytical and operational areas of development concerns of least developed, 
land-locked, economies in transition and small island developing countries; Raj Kumar also 
coordinates the production of the joint ADB-ESCAP-UNDP MDG report for the Asia-Pacific 
region.  While in ESCAP since 2001, Raj Kumar has managed ESCAP’s economic research 
teams and directed several publications including the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and 
the Pacific. Prior to joining ESCAP, Raj Kumar was Special Adviser (Economic) with the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in London for 20 years providing technical advisory services to over 
40 governments in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean the Pacific  in areas of debt management, natural 
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resource management and investment promotion. He also worked with the Singapore Civil 
Service for over 6 years in the 1970’s. Raj Kumar is a Malaysian national and holds a doctorate 
in Economics from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from the University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. He is an author of four books and has 
published numerously in professional economic journals on a range of economic development 
issues. 

Amitabh KUNDU is currently Professor of Economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi. He has been appointed a member of the Prime Minister’s Advisory Committee on JN 
National Urban Renewal Mission. He has been Visiting Professor for a semester at Sciences Po, 
Paris in 2008. He is chairperson of the Expert Group on Diversity Index appointed by the 
Ministry of Minority Affairs and of the Technical Advisory Committee on Housing Start up Index 
appointed by Reserve Bank of India.  He has done Post Doctoral work as a Senior Fulbright 
Fellow at the University of Pennsylvania. He has been a Visiting Professor at University of 
Amsterdam, Maison des Sciences de L’homme, Paris, University of Kaiserslautern and South 
Asian Institute Heidelberg, Germany. He has done research studies for UNDP, UNESCO, 
UNCHS, ILO, Government of Netherlands, University of Toronto, Sasakawa Foundation etc. He 
has worked as Director at various institutes such as National Institute of Urban Affairs, Indian 
Council of Social Science research and Gujarat Institute of Development Research. Currently 
he is in the Editorial Board of Manpower Journal, Urban India, Journal of Educational Planning 
and Administration, Indian Journal of Labour Economics. He has about twenty books and two 
hundred research articles, published in India and abroad, to his credit. His recent books are 
India: Social Development Report (Chief Editor), Oxford University Press, Handbook of 
Urbanisation, OUP, Country Study on Right to Food: India, Study Paper, Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, Rome, ICT for Human Development: Towards Building a Composite Index for 
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals, UNDP, Inequality, Mobility and Urbanisation: 
China and India, Manak Publications, Informal Sector in India, Institute for Human Development, 
Poverty and Vulnerability in a Globalising Metropolis: Ahmedabad, Manak. He has edited India: 
Urban Poverty Report published by Government of India and UNDP, prepared a background 
paper for Human Development Report 2009 and a country paper on India’s Economic Growth 
and Inequality for OECD in 2009. 

Soonman KWON is Professor of Health Economics and Policy, and Director of the BK (Brain 
Korea) Center for Aging and Health Policy in Seoul National University, South Korea. After he 
received his Ph.D. from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, he was assistant 
professor of public policy at the University of Southern California in 1993-96. Prof. Kwon has 
held visiting positions at Harvard School of Public Health (Fulbright Scholar and Tekemi Fellow), 
London School of Economics (Chevening Scholar), Univ. of Trier of Germany (DAAD Scholar), 
and Univ of Toronto. He is on the editorial boards of Social Science and Medicine (Elsevier), 
Health Economics Policy and Law (Cambridge U Press), and Health Systems in Transition (HiT, 
European Observatory). He has occasionally worked as a short-term consultant of WHO, World 
Bank, ADB, and GTZ (German Technical Cooperation) on health financing and policy in China, 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Philippines, Uganda, and Vietnam. He has 
also been a consultant of Korean government for the evaluation of its development aid 
programs in North Korea, Ecuador, Fiji, Mexico and Peru. 

Benoit LAPLANTE's main fields of expertise are environmental economics, environmental 
financing, economic instruments for pollution control, and cost-benefit analysis. He has worked 
on large water management projects in many regions in the world, and designed and tested 
market-based instruments for pollution control. He has designed public disclosure programs for 
industrial environmental performance and national and local environment and conservation 
funds, including the preparation of regulations and operational guidelines. He has extensive 
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experience in the economic analysis of environmental and social impacts of major projects and 
programs, including hydro-power projects, and the use of economics in strategic environmental 
assessment. More recently, Dr. Laplante has provided support to numerous projects aiming to 
enhance knowledge on the economics of adaptation to climate change. In recent years, Dr. 
Laplante has been particularly active in South East Asia, mainly Indonesia; Laos; Malaysia; 
Philippines; Thailand; and Viet Nam. Benoit serves as a Resource Person for the Economy and 
Environment Program for South-East Asia (EEPSEA), providing guidance to researchers 
throughout the region, and has conducted numerous training courses on specific topics in 
environmental economics and cost-benefit analysis. He regularly works to support the 
environmental economics activities of bilateral (including CIDA, DANIDA, the European Union, 
and USAID), and multilateral institutions (including the Asian Development Bank, the United 
Nations Development Program, the World Bank). 

Shireen LATEEF is Director Social Sectors, South East Asia Department and Chair of ADB's 
Gender and Social Development Committee. Prior to this position she was ADB’s lead person 
coordinating the gender and development program. As the principal gender specialist, she was 
responsible for developing ADB’s Policy on Gender and Development which constitutes ADB’s 
guiding framework for gender activities. Dr. Shireen Lateef has a PhD in social anthropology 
from Monash University, Melbourne, Australia and a graduate degree in education. Her PhD 
research was on gender issues in the Fiji Islands. Prior to joining ADB, she held various 
academic teaching positions in Australia and, undertaken numerous consultancy assignments 
for bilateral and multilateral agencies.  

Ximena Mora LOPEZ has more than 15 years of experience in the public and private sectors. 
She is a specialist in value chain development, inclusive business and local government 
management for public-private dialogue. She has been leading the designing and 
implementation of successful business ventures among multinational companies and low 
income segments in Latin America and Asia. She worked as business adviser to the Ministries 
of Agriculture and Commercial Trade in Ecuador and was involved in the negotiation of 
Commercial Agreement between the South America and the United Stated. She also worked as 
consultant for USAID, World Bank, and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on 
Agriculture. She made her studies in The Netherlands, Mexico and Ecuador and possesses an 
MBA degree, a bachelor in Human Resources and a certificate in Rural Economic Development. 

Victoria KWEAKWA is country director of the World Bank in Viet Nam. She ___ 

Idrees KHAWAJA did his Ph.D. in economics from Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics in 2007 and has been associated with the institute as a researcher cum teacher 
since 2006. His fields of interest include monetary economics and institutional economics. He 
also holds a Masters in Business Administration and has served with a premier development 
financial institution of Pakistan for sufficient length of time before adopting research and 
teaching as an occupation in 1998. 

Mahar MANGAHAS (mahar.mangahas@sws.org.ph), Filipino economist (Ph.D., University of 
Chicago, 1970), has done research on rice economics, land reform, poverty and the distribution 
of income, quality-of-life indicators, and public opinion.  He has been Professor of Economics at 
the University of the Philippines and UNICEF Consultant on Social Indicators in Malaysia and 
Indonesia.  In 1985, he co-founded and has since headed Social Weather Stations 
(www.sws.org.ph), a private, non-profit survey institute that regularly monitors poverty, hunger, 
governance, other dimensions of the quality of life, and public opinion. In 2001 he received the 
World Association for Public Opinion Research’s Helen Dinerman Award, the highest honor of 
the global public opinion profession. 

Thetis MANGAHAS 

mailto:mahar.mangahas@sws.org.ph
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Andrew D. MASON is Lead Economist for Poverty Reduction in the World Bank's East Asia 
and Pacific Region, where he carries out analytical work and policy dialogue on poverty, labor, 
gender, and social protection policy. Mr. Mason is author or co-author of numerous reports on 
poverty and social policy, including two recent World Bank flagship studies: Informality: Exit and 
Exclusion (2007) and Engendering Development -- Through Gender Equality in Rights, 
Resources, and Voice (2001). His most recent work has focused on the welfare impacts of 
aggregate shocks. Prior to joining the World Bank, Mr. Mason worked for the Harvard Institute 
for International Development in Jakarta, Indonesia, where he advised Indonesian policymakers 
on poverty reduction and on trade and industrial policy reform. During his career, Mr. Mason has 
worked on a number of countries, including Bangladesh, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. Mr. 
Mason has a PhD in Applied Economics from Stanford University and a Masters of Public Policy 
from The Harvard Kennedy School. He is an Affiliated Faculty at the Georgetown Public Policy 
Institute, Georgetown University. 
Ross McLEOD is an economist with 12 years experience designing, costing, implementing, 
evaluating and reviewing development and health projects across a wide rane of countries in 
Africa, Asia and the Australia-Pacific.  With a Doctorate of Philosophy, his focus is on the union 
of science and economics. Today this is primarily associated with strategic and business 
planning, along with facilitating public-private partnership development to maximise the returns 
from investments in the health sector.  He has been responsible for the management of, and 
has participated in, numerous projects. Examples include: (1) financial assessment of the joint 
donor avian influenza operational plan in Vietnam, economic assessment of program 
development options for the Expanded Program of Child Immunization in Pakistan; and analysis 
of the socio-economic impacts of the AIDS Epidemic in Asia for the Asia Commission.  He is a 
member of the International and French Associations for Health Economics 
Dominic MELLOR is the Country Economist in the Papua New Guinea Resident Mission 
(PNRM) of the Pacific Department, Asian Development Bank. Dominic started his career as an 
ODI Economic Fellow at the Bank of Papua New Guinea. His responsibilities included 
participation in macroeconomic policy formulation, the design of econometric modeling, and the 
improvement in the quality of economic statistics. In 2005, he worked as an Economist for 
BearingPoint, a USAID contractor, where he assisted the Iraqi Government to prepare the 
monetary survey of the Iraqi financial system. In early 2006, he was an Economic Intern at the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) where he researched public domestic debt markets in low-
income countries (LICs) that contributed to the policy paper ‘Debt Sustainability Framework for 
LICs’. Late 2006, he joined the Economic and Policy Division of the World Bank and participated 
in country missions to HIPC countries to carry out debt sustainability analysis. Just prior to 
joining the ADB, he was contracted by Adam Smith International, a DFID contractor, to work as 
an Economic Advisor in the Fiscal Policy Unit of the Afghan Ministry of Finance. He obtained his 
Masters in Economics from Oxford University, United Kingdom, and his Bachelor degree in 
Mathematics and Economics from Warwick University, United Kingdom. 
Daniel MONT is a Senior Poverty Specialist with the World Bank office in Hanoi working on 
issues of poverty, vulnerable groups, and statistical capacity building. Previously, he was a 
Senior Economist at the Bank specializing in disability measurement and inclusive development, 
particularly on issues of employment, education, and social protection. He also chaired the 
analysis working group of the UN's Washington City Group on Disability Statistics. Previously, 
he was the Director of the Workers' Compensation Project at the National Academy of Social 
Insurance, a Principal Analyst specializing in social policy for the US Congressional Budget 
Office, and an Assistant Professor at Cornell University. In 2003 he was awarded a public policy 
fellowship from the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation and in 1999 was named the first John 
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Jones Scholar on Workers' Compensation. He has a PhD in Economics from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison and a BA from Swarthmore College. 
Ralf-Matthias Mohs is Director of the Division for Millennium Development Goals, Fight against 
Poverty, Social Protection and Principles of Sectoral Policies in the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Having a professional background in 
economics and sociology, Dr. Mohs was a key driver in the establishment of social protection as 
a  new focal area of German development cooperation. Other positions held included 
responsibilities for Germany´s contribution to the reconstruction of Afghanistan, food security  
and cooperation with WFP.as well as secondmends to the European Commission and UNIDO.  

Takahiro MORITA (Takahiro.Morita@jica.go.jp) is the Director of the Development Issues 
Division in the Operations Strategy Department of the Japan International Cooperation Agency . 
he works in JICA on major emerging agendas in the field of development cooperation, including 
aid for trade, financial infrastructure for the poor, capacity development, triangular (south-south) 
cooperation, and knowledge management. Currently Mr. Morita is engaged actively in planning 
and coordinating JICA’s crisis response operations under the recent global financial and 
economic turmoil.  Before taking his current position, Mr Morita was director for overall 
supervision and coordination of processing and implementing JICA’s individual projects and 
programmes.  He also has extensive experiences in community development and grant 
financing for infrastructure development.  Mr Morita received his BA in agricultural engineering 
from Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, Japan.   

Endah MURNININGYTAS is Director for Poverty Reduction in the National Development 
Planning Agency (Bappenas) and worked before in Bappenas as director for Food and 
Agriculture (2002-2007). Ms. Murniningytas has a Ph.D in Agricultural Economist from the 
Colorado State University, and is also part time lecturer at the Bogor Agriculture University, 
Indonesia.   

Megumi MUTU 
Myo MYINT is currently Director General of the Department of Development Affairs, under the 
supervision of Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development 
Affairs in Myanmar.Furthermore, he is a focal person of SOMRDPE and also has been 
attending the various meeting of SOMRDPE and AMRDPE. He holds Master Degree in 
Development Studies from Yangon Economics University in Myanmar. He was born on 30th 
October, 1952 and he served as a government official since 20th December, 1969. 

Vikhram NEHRU is the Director in the East Asia Region of the World Bank for the Poverty 
Reduction and Economic Management and Private and Financial Sector Department and Chief 
Economist in the East Asia and Pacific Region.  He was formerly the Director of the World 
Bank’s Economic Policy and Debt Department, which covers macroeconomic and debt issues 
for developing countries.  Prior to that  Mr. Nehru worked extensively on issues of economic 
growth, financial sector policy, and the implications of global trends and developments on the 
economic prospects of developing countries in China, Indonesia and Malaysia, among other 
countries.  His latest work includes, When is External Debt Sustainable?, China 2020:  
Development Challenges in the New Century, and Indonesia: Imperative for Reform.  Mr. Nehru 
completed his graduate and postgraduate degrees at Oxford University.   

Nieves R. CONFESOR is Faculty (and former Dean) at the Asian Institute of Management 
(Philippines) and serves as Executive Director of AIM-Team Energy Center for Bridging 
Leadership.  She also serves as consultant/expert to the ILO, World Bank, the ADB, 
Government, NGOs and companies in the areas of general management and leadership 
development, public policy, labor and employment, strategy development. She also serves as 

mailto:Takahiro.Morita@jica.go.jp
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Chairperson of the Philippine Government Panel Negotiating with the National Democratic 
Front-Communist Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army. She is Project Director of the 
ASEAN Foundation project on ASEAN Foundation-Funded Project on “Mainstreaming Poverty 
Alleviation in the ASEAN Region” which focuses on private sector initiatives in the areas of 
development and poverty reduction.  Professor Confesor had also served as the Philippine 
Minister of Labor and Employment  and Chairperson of the ILO Governing Body.  

Luwalhati F. PABLO is the Undersecretary for General Administration and Support Services of 
the Philippine Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD). Ms. Pablo is also the 
Alternate Chair of the Inter-Country Adoption Board (ICAB), the National Project Director of two 
poverty-reduction programs of the DSWD - the KALAHI-CIDSS: KKB Project and the Pantawid 
Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps).  Prior to that, she was the Associate Program Director for the 
Philippines of the Community and Family Services, International’s (CFSI) in the Philippine 
Refugee Processing Center (PRPC) in Morong, Bataan. She was also Chief Social Worker at 
the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court of Manila.  Undersecretary Pablo graduated from the 
University of the Philippines with a Bachelor of Science degree in Social Work and placed 
second in the 1967 board examinations.  She completed a diploma course in Social 
Development at the Coady International Institute of St. Francis Xavier University, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. 

Gustav F. PAPANEK (papanek@bide.com, Ph: 1 781-862-7776,1781-862-4549; Fax: 1781-
674-2603) is President of the Boston Institute for Developing Economies (BIDE) and Professor 
of Economics Emeritus at Boston University. In over 50 years of work on the economics of 
development he has written or edited 8 books, 50-plus articles, and 52 other publications. He 
has a Harvard Economics PhD. He was on the faculty of Harvard University for 20 years and 
Director of its Development Advisory Service (later the HIID); Chair of the Boston University 
Economics Department; and directed over 15 advisory and research teams, most focusing on 
economic strategy, for AID, World Bank, ADB, Ford Foundation and Harvard University. He has 
provided economic advice to prime ministers, presidents, ministers, central bank governors and 
senior officials in: Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, Micronesia, Malaysia, 
Egypt, Korea, Nepal, Iran, Ghana, Greece, Colombia, Liberia, Guinea, Ethiopia, Venezuela, and 
Argentina. He started working with Indonesian economists in 1962 and is continuing to the 
present. From 1970-73 and 1987-88 he directed teams of economic advisers to the Planning 
Commission, the Ministry of Finance and other government agencies.  

Arianto A. PATUNRU is currently the Head of the Institute for Economic and Social Research 
(LPEM-FEUI). He also teaches at the Department of Economics, University of Indonesia. His 
research areas include trade, development, as well as environmental and resource economics. 
Prior to his current assignment as the LPEM Head, he was the research director at the institute 
covering issues of investment climate, poverty, and macroeconomics. Dr. Patunru holds a Ph.D 
from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was a consultant to the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute in Washington, D.C., USA while working on his dissertation on economic valuation 
techniques. As he was back to Indonesia and resumed his working with LPEM in 2004, he has 
been providing consultancy to OECD, World Bank, ADB, in addition to the Government of 
Indonesia (Bappenas, MOF, MOT, and CMEA). Dr. Patunru has published, among all, in 
American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Asian Economic Journal, Choices, and the Bulletin 
for Indonesian Economic Studies. He is also a co-editor of Economics and Finance in Indonesia.   

Helga PIETCHULEK studied medicine in Wuerzburg/Germany, tropical medicine in 
Geneva/Switzerland, and received the Master of Public Health from the Harvard School of 
Public Health in Boston/USA. She holds also a doctorate in medicine from Erlangen university 
inGermany. After some years of clinical work in a hospital, she worked  as a medical specialist 
in WHO headquarters in Geneva. In 1985 she joined the German Technical Cooperation. Dr. 
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Pietchulek has been working in Latin America, Africa and Asia in health system development, 
quality management, primary health care, reproductive health and others. In the last years she 
has been working as Senior Health Specialist also in the field of social protection.  

Gerard A. POSTIGLIONE is Professor and Head, Division of Policy, Administration and Social 
Sciences at the Faculty of Education, and Director of the Wah Ching Center of Research on 
Education in China of the University of Hong Kong. His scholarship focuses on reform and 
development in China and East Asia, especially in education and society. Mr. Postiglioone was 
a researcher/consultant/trainer for projects of the Academy of Educational Development, Asian 
Development Bank, Department for International Development, Institute of International 
Education, International Development Research Center, United Nations Development 
Programme, and other international development agencies. He has advised many NGOs and 
international foundations, including the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 
and Ford Foundation/Beijing. If you need more: www.edu.hku.hk/postiglione 

Usman QADIR is working as a Research Economist at the Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics, where he has taken up research on socio-economic issues such as the poverty-
trade nexus in Pakistan, economic growth in Pakistan, and strengthening regional trade 
cooperation in South Asia. He recently co-authored a conference paper on trends and prospects 
of Pakistan’s trade with China. His interest lies in international trade and finance and industrial 
organization. He holds a Masters in Economics from American University, Washington DC 
(USA). 

K. RAMANATHAN (PhD) is Head of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology 
(APCTT) of UN-ESCAP. Prior to becoming Head of APCTT in 2006, he was the Head of 
Business Systems at the School of Management of the University of Western Sydney, Australia. 
From 1989 - 1997, Dr. Ramanathan was Associate Professor at the School of Management of 
the Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand where he helped to design and run the 
MBA and Ph.D. programs in management of technology. Over the past two decades, he has 
undertaken teaching, research and consulting work in management of technology for several 
UN agencies, the ADB, the European Commission DG XII, the Ministries of Science and 
Technology of several governments in the Asia-Pacific region, and universities in China, Finland, 
and the Republic of Korea. 

Iwana REISUKE 
Andrea RIESTER is working since 2004 for the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in a 
sector project on migration and development. She is responsible for activities on remittances, 
like for example the price comparison website www.geldtransfair.de. Additionally, she is writing 
her PhD thesis on labour migration in West Africa at the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology in Halle. She has been working at UNESCO’s migration section in Paris from 
2003 to 2004, and obtained a masters degree in Social Anthropology, Political Science and 
Economics from the University of Freiburg in 2002. 

Matthias ROMPEL, is heading the Social Protection Section of German Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) at headquarters level. He is holding a PhD in Sociology (Giessen University). Dr Rompel 
has a broad record of research and teaching at university level and has been working 
extensively on social policy, social inclusion, social protection and HIV/AIDS for the last decade. 

Nicolas ROSELLINI 
Kazu SAKAI is the Director General of the Strategy and Policy Department of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) since November 2004, heading the team that provides ADB with a 
strategic planning perspective and direction, ensures policy and operations coordination, and 
maintains institutional relations with the international development community, especially on 
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mattes relating to resource mobilization. Prior to this, Mr. Sakai was the Deputy Director 
General of the Mekong Department. He assisted the Director General in implementing the 
strategic agenda of ADB in Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Viet Nam and the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). Mr. Sakai began his career in ADB in 
1987, and has since worked in various capacities in different subregions in Asia. Prior to the 
ADB reorganization in 2002, he worked in the Programs Department (West) as Head, GMS Unit, 
and as Programs Manager for the individual GMS countries and GMS program. He was also 
Programs Manager for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and the South Asia Subregional Economic 
Cooperation Program. Earlier, Mr. Sakai was involved in developing various ADB-wide 
strategies and policies.  He also acted as team leader for the processing of power projects in 
the PRC and Indonesia. During his stint in the Central Projects Services Office (now called the 
Central Operations Services Office), Mr. Sakai was responsible for country portfolio reviews in 
the Philippines and Sri Lanka. Prior to ADB, Mr. Sakai worked for 11 years in Japan's Overseas 
Economic Cooperation Fund. 
Jouko SARVI is ADB's Practice Leader for education sector. He is the focal point and lead for 
ADB's education sector policy and strategy, and for overseeing quality issues in ADB's project 
operations in the sector. Mr Sarvi is the coordinator and co-chair of ADB’s Education Sector 
Committee. He leads the preparation and updating of ADB-wide operation plan in the education 
sector, oversees the implementation of ADB's specific studies and preparation of knowledge 
products on timely education development issues in the region, and provides guidance and 
support to education specialists in ADB's project operations in the sector. In the past Mr Sarvi 
worked as a Mission Leader in ADB operations in South Asia. He was leading the preparation of 
education projects and sector wide programs for ADB financing and for co-financing from other 
development partners, supervising project implementation, and carrying out studies and sector 
analysis in support of programming ADB assistance in the sector. Prior to joining the ADB, Mr 
Sarvi worked as a Senior Advisor and Project Manager in a major international management 
consultancy, Cambridge Education Consultants (UK), with a particular focus on supporting 
development of education in developing countries. He has worked extensively in developing 
countries as a Team Leader of joint donors' teams tasked with program/project design, 
appraisal, review, and evaluation in the education sector. He has worked in the sector in about 
30 countries, in Asia and the Pacific, Africa, Middle East, and the Balkans. He has Masters 
degrees in Education (M.Educ.) and Business Administration (MBA). 
Ursula SCHAEFER-PREUSS is Vice-President of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for 
Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development since November 2006. Prior to joining 
ADB, she was the Director-General of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development in Bonn/Berlin, Germany. Dr. Schaefer-Preuss is an economist and has been 
engaged in the field of development policy for more than 30 years. 
Wolfgang SCHOLZ is an economist at the Social Security Department of the International 
Labour Office, Geneva. His academic interests include the interdependencies between labour 
markets and social protection finance. He is author/co-author of books on social budgeting and 
social protection finance and of articles on similar or related subjects. In recent years his 
professional focus has been on the financial evaluation of social protection systems, including 
health finance, mainly in contexts of technical cooperation projects with ILO member states. He 
teaches Social Budgeting at the Graduate School of Governance, Maastricht (Netherlands) and 
offers a course and a seminar on Actuarial Practice in International Social Protection at the 
Haute École de Commerce, University of Lausanne, Switzerland. From 1989 to 1994 he was 
appointed professor at the Sozialakademie Dortmund (University of Dortmund), Germany. He 
holds the position of a ministerial adviser of the German government; since 1994 he has been 
seconded to the ILO. 
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SEAH Yang Hee oversees the development of social assistance policies and programmes for 
low income individuals and families in Singapore. She is also involved in policies for the 
development of social enterprises and family service centres.. Ms. SEAH graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science with Honours from the National University of Singapore in 1995. She was 
awarded a Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship to read a Masters in Sociology from the 
University of Toronto, Canada. Ms Seah is the Senior Assistant Director of the ComCare and 
Social Support Division at the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports in 
Singapore.   

SEILAVA Ros is a Deputy Secretay General of the Ministry of Economy and Finance of 
Cambodia overseeing budget issues and regional cooperation (ASEAN & GMS). He has been 
with the ministry since 1993, serving various positions such as financial controller and inspector, 
public investment consultant, and director of economic policy department. Mr. Ros also holds a 
second position as Deputy Secretary General of the Supreme National Economic Council 
(SNEC) which is a think-tank of the Prime Minister of Cambodia. At SNEC, he manages 
research activities and assists the chairman in advising the prime minister on important 
economic issues. 

Janardhan Raj SHARMA is a senior visiting fellow at the Nepal Institute of Development 
Studies (NIDS) in Kathmandu where he is involved in research on foreign employment. He has 
been involved in the research and editing on labor migration published as the Migration Year 
Book published by NIDS since 2005. He holds a Ph. D. in political science from the Tribhuvan 
University. His main area of research, besides foreign employment, is state and democracy 
building. He is author of Democracy Without Roots (Book Faith India, 1998) which looks at the 
failed leadership since the new democratic opening in 1990 and 1997. He has contributed to a 
number of international and regional journals. His most recently article, co-authored with Prof. 
Ganga Thapa, “From Insurgency to Democracy: The Challenges of Peace and Democracy-
Building in Nepal,” appeared in the International Political Science Review, March 2009 (Vol. 30, 
No. 2). His comments on Nepal's development challenges have been published in journals like 
the Asian Wall Street Journal and the Khaleej Times. 

Margarita R. SONGCO is Deputy Director-General for Planning and Policy of the National 
Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) which is the Philippine Government’s  central 
planning and policy-making and coordinating body.  She supervises various units in NEDA 
involved in the formulation, evaluation and monitoring of national development plans and 
policies relating to the macro-economy, public finance, education and manpower development, 
health and nutrition, social services trade, industry and services, agriculture, natural resources 
and the environment, among others.  She has been an alternate representative to the 
Philippines’ Monetary Board (2005-2006); Vice-Chairperson of the Economic Committee of 
APEC (2000-2001); is the Philippines’ negotiator for trade in services in the on-going Doha 
Development Agenda negotiations of the WTO.  Ms. Songco has a Masters Degree in 
Development Economics from Williams College in Massachusetts, U. S. A.    

Paul STEELE is an environment advisor with the United Nations Development 
Programme.   He manages on behalf of UNDP, the Poverty Environment Initiative (PEI) which 
works with 10 countries across Asia and the Pacific including Thailand.   Before the UN he 
worked for the government of the UK and the government of Sri Lanka.   He has published 
widely on poverty reduction and environment issues.   He has a degree in economics from the 
University of Oxford and a degree in environment economics from the University of London 
Mark STOUGHTON (mstoughton@cadmusgroup.com_ is a Senior Associate at The Cadmus 
Group (www.cadmusgroup.com) and co-director of Cadmus’ Environment in International 
Development Practice, working for and with bilateral development assistance agencies, 
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multilateral organizations, NGOs and host country governments. An educator, researcher and 
consultant, his works spans and synthesizes business and environment, environmental policy 
assessment, and environmentally sound design and management of international development 
activities. He has more than 10 years’ experience in the application of and research on service-
led green business models, and for US EPA has just completed a research effort to assess the 
potential of service-led business models for a more sustainable US economy. This applies to 
the US context lessons learned from his three-year study of similar models in the Japanese 
economy for the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies and extensive first-hand 
experience in service-based approaches to chemical management. Dr. Stoughton holds a Ph.D. 
in Industrial Development and Environmental Policy from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (Technology, Management and Policy Program) and Masters’ degrees in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and Technology and Policy, also from MIT. 

Tomonori SUDO (Sudo.Tomonori@jica.go.jp) is advisor in the Office for Climate Change of the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). He is in charge of climate policy planning in 
JICA’s Operations, and he is also serving as a member of bureau of “Environment and 
Development Cooperation network” of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC). 
He has long experiences in ODA loan operation to Indonesia, Malaysia, Bangladesh and China. 
In addition, he was conducted several researches on climate policy and capacity building 
activities in the field of Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) at Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES). Dr. Sudo received his Ph.D. in International Studies from 
Waseda University, Japan, B.A. in Economics from Osaka University in Osaka, Japan and M.Sc 
in Environmental & Resource Economics from University of London (University College London). 

Elmira SUIUMBAEVA is currently, Chief of the Social Policy  Department in the Ministry of 
Finance of the  Kyrgyz Republic. Before MoF, she spent ten years at the international 
organizations such as UNFPA, USAID and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. 
She graduated Moscow State University, economy faculty. The paper she is presenting in Hanoi 
is an extract of the report of the Government PoA against Global Slowdown. 

Gyorgy SZIRACZKI is Senior Economist and Chief of the Economic and Social Analysis Unit at 
the ILO*s Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, based in Bangkok. He has over 18 years of 
experience in research and policy analysis and helping policymakers to develop, implement and 
assess employment and social policies. He is the author of numerous publications and research 
reports. He holds a Ph.D in Economics from Cambridge University (UK).  

TANG Min (tangmin@cdrf.org.cn or min.tang2@gmail.com) completed his Ph.D. at University 
of Illinois at Urban Champagne in 1989. In 1989, He became one of Economists in Economic 
Development Resource Center of Asian Development Bank, responsible for researches on East 
Asia economy, regional economic cooperation, debt issues in Asia and financial market 
development of Asia. In1995, he served as Senior Economist in Programs Department 
responsible for the policy and development strategy and economic affairs of Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. And in 2000, Dr. Tang became Chief Economist of Asian Development Bank, 
Resident Mission in PRC responsible for macroeconomic analysis, including finance, fiscal and 
sector development as well as poverty reduction, microcredit and regional cooperation of PRC 
with neighboring countries. Dr. Tang joint China Development Research Foundation since 
August 2007 in charge of Policy Research Department of the Foundation. He is now the Deputy 
Secretary General of the China Development Research Foundation of the Development 
Research Center of the State Council, and the Deputy Chairman of Graduate School of 
People’s Bank of China  

TONG Kimsum 
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Anbumozhi VENKATACHALAM is a Capacity Building Specialist at the Asian Development 
Bank Institute (ADBI). His previous positions include Project Manager and Senior Policy 
Researcher at the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, Assistant Professor at the 
University of Tokyo, Assistant Manager and Senior Engineer in Pacific Consultants International, 
Tokyo, and Research Associate in Asian Institute of Technology, Thailand. A distinguished 
fellow of Asia Pacific Rim University (APRU) Forum on Development and Environment, he also 
advised JICA, JBIC, APO, UNESCAP projects on sustainable development. He has published 
several books, authored numerous research articles and produced many project reports on 
natural resource management, environment friendly infrastructure design, and private sector 
participation in sustainable development. He obtained his PhD from the University of Tokyo.  

WAN Guanghua is Senior Economist of the Asian Development Bank. A known expert on the 
Chinese economy, his research expertise includes poverty and inequality analyses, economic 
development and applied econometric modeling. A pioneer in developing the regression-based 
decomposition framework for inequality and poverty studies, Dr. Wan has authored more than 
60 refereed articles in high-ranking international journals, edited several specials issues of 
leading development journals, and published numerous book chapters and 10 monographs, 
including two by Oxford University Press. Prior to joining ADB, Dr. Wan was Senior Research 
Fellow and Project Director at the World Institute for Development Economics Research, United 
Nations University (UNU-WIDER). An honorary Professor of several leading Universities in 
China including Fudan University and Sichuan University, Dr Wan taught development 
economics and applied economics at the University of New England and the University of 
Sydney.  

Wendy WALKER is a Social Development Specialist in the East Asia Urban and Social division 
of the ADB. She was co-mission leader for both of the recent social protection ADB programs 
with Mongolia. She has worked in a wide variety of sectors, focusing on the social 
consequences of policy reforms and social impact assessment of infrastructure projects in 
Africa and Asia. 
Axel WEBER (mail@axel-weber.de) studied economics and social protection in Cologne 
(Germany). He has a PhD in public goods from Cologne and Pennsylvania State University. 
After this he worked as lecturer at University of Cologne, later he worked as a specialist at the 
German Ministry of Labor, and headed the planning section of the German Regional Health 
Insurance agency (AOK). He also worked as a national expert at the EU Commission in 
Brussels. From 2002 to 2008, Mr. Weber was a social protection expert at the Asian 
Development Bank. Since January 2009 he works as independent advisor and is engaged as 
free-lance consultant.  

Eva Weidnitzer (Ph.D.)is a senior economic advisor working at the Planning and Development 
Division of GTZ, department for „Economic Policy and Private Sector Development” at GTZ 
Head Office in Germany. For 7 years, Ms Weidnitzer has been working as GTZ team leader for 
Government advisory services to the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation in the 
Republic of Yemen, mainly in the field of PRSP support. Since last year, Ms Weidnitzer is 
working as team leader of the sector project “Employment-oriented development strategies and 
projects” that provides consultancy to the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) focussing on employment promotion and labour market policies in German 
development cooperation as well as backstopping and support to project teams in the field.  

Sachiko YAMAMOTO was appointed Regional Director of the Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific, at the level of the Assistant Director-General, with effect from 1 July 2007. Dr. 
Yamamoto holds a PhD in International Law from the University of Cambridge (UK), an MA in 
International Administrative Law from the Graduate School of Public Administration, 
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International Christian University (Japan), and a BA in International Relations from the 
University of California (USA). Dr. Yamamoto has joined the ILO from the United Nations 
Environment Programme where she held the position of the Executive Secretary of the Basel 
Convention on the Control of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal from 2001 to 2007, with 
responsibilities for the operation of the Convention Secretariat and 14 Basel Convention 
Regional Centres worldwide.  Her earlier appointments at the United Nations include the 
Principal Legal Officer of the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (1997-2001), the Deputy 
Legal Adviser to the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia (1992-1993), Senior Legal Officer of 
the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (1988-1991), and the Secretary-General/Coordinator 
of the International Convention for the Protection of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (1984-
1985).  She was also the Coordinator of the UNEP projects on the control of land-based marine 
pollution and environmental impact assessment (1982-1984) and Programme Officer at the 
UNEP Environmental  Law Unit (1976-1981).  Dr. Yamamoto has published various books and 
articles on international environmental law, international law on terrorism and jurisdictional 
immunities of States.  She has lectured on international law and international organizations at 
Ritzumeikan University and Aoyama Gakuin University in Japan and conducted research on 
environment and trade at the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (1995). 

Kaoru YAMAGUCHI (yamaguch@tky.ieej.or.jp) has been engaged mostly in international co-
operation projects in the last 17 years after he joined the Institute of Energy Economics, Japan. 
In the institute, his expertise has expanded from the field of economic analysis of international 
energy projects as policy modeling specialist to the areas of renewable energy and 
environmental policy analysis.  His area of interests include 1) development of energy-
environmental simulation tool for developing countries, 2) policy options for the introduction of 
renewable energies for developing countries, 3) impacts of information and communication 
technologies on economic growth and inequality.  Currently he is involved in energy modeling, 
renewable energy policy research, and the related seminars/training programs for Asian 
economies. He has Ph.D and M.A., Public Policy from The George Washington University, USA 
and Master of Engineering from Kyoto University, Japan. 

Xiulan ZHANG obtained her Ph.D degree in social welfare from the University of California at 
Berkeley, the USA. She is a Professor and Dean of the School of Social Development and 
Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, where she teaches public organizational theories, 
public finance, social problems and social policy in China, as well as research methods. 
Currently she is the national lead expert in social assistance; is a member of the Academic 
Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Civil Affairs, and a member of the Academic Advisory 
Committee of the National Aging Association; is the director of Social Safety Net Research Base 
of the Ministry of Education; is the vice-president of the National Social Policy Association in 
China. She is on the Expert Committee of the State Council Urban Resident Health Insurance 
Evaluation Commission, China, and the National Disaster Reduction Expert Panel. Dr. Zhang is 
on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Effective Development and on the editorial board of 
several journals in social policy and public administration in China. She is a board member of 
the Institute of Development Studies at Sussex University, UK, and is on the Global Agenda 
Council on Employment and Social Protection, the Global Economic Forum. In the past five 
years, she has published more than 40 academic papers, has made 19 presentations at 
national and international conferences, and has written more than 20 research reports to 
Chinese government and to major Foundations. She has also conducted more than 20 research 
projects in the areas of education, social protection, social safety net, social welfare, community 
participation, urban and rural medical aid programs, long term care, poverty and illness, early 
child care and education, health care and housing issue of the migrant populations, child 
protection and child poverty, etc. Her papers have appeared in Public Health Report, Health 
Care Financing Review, Journal of Community Health, Social Sciences in China, Xinhua Digest 
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and others. She has consulted to the Ministry of Civil Affairs, the World Bank, the Asian 
Development Bank, UNICEF, DFID, the Ford Foundation, the Department of Justice of the USA, 
and other agencies.  

 

 


