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III.
 NUMBER OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES,

Various Recent Years

Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry

Africa

Angola
Benin
Botswana
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Chad
Comoros
Congo
Cote d’Ivoire
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Nigeria
Rwanda
Senegal
Seychelles
Somalia

19

-
-

10
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

12
20
24
-
-
-
-
-

17
24
17
-

28
-

24
-
-

13,942

11,600
5,800
1,500

13,900
406

6,700
651
2745

14300
3,400

60,100
1,140
1,200

18,300
33,100
2,100
2,900

15,800
10,400
11,500
2,400
1,100

18,300
1,600

118,400
5,900
8,800

75
10,200

926

-
-

150
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

100
915
1379

-
-
-
-
-

141
46

1076
-

4229
-

367
-
-

1,046

1,100
-

3,500
600

1,200
200
400

1,300
300

-
-

2,600
300
200
900

1,000
-

700
500
300
400

3,300
-

4,200
400

-
400

-
-

71

-
-

350
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

25
10

37.5
-
-
-
-
-

23.5
137.5

-
-

14.3
-

16.7
-
-

a Excluding Offices of the Prime Minister/President, State Ministers, Deputies, Secretariat, Special
Councils, Commissions. Different sources occasionally provide different figures. The data shown in
this table have been derived from a number of sources and efforts have been made to cross-check
them to the extent possible. Nevertheless, some uncertainty remains, also because mergers or additions
to the number of ministries are not uncommon, and may have occurred after the time when these data
were assembled.

Source: Various Embassies, Consular Offices, Internet Government Websites, World Bank
and ADB country desk officers
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Africa - cont’d

South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Togo
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Asia

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
Cyprus
India
Indonesia
Israel
Laos
Malaysia
Maldives
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
North Korea
Pakistan
People’s Rep. of
    China
Philippines
Rep. of Korea
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Taipei, China
Thailand
Vietnam

22
-

17
-
-
-

18

20

25
23
7

11
20
11
35
21
20
13
23
18
9

31
28
-

25
29

20
18
20
14
32
10
14
17

43,300
27,900

906
4,300

20,400
8,500

12,300

123,951

22,100
126,000

1,900
307

10,500
800

950,000
199,900

5,800
5,200

21,700
273

2,300
46,400
2,600

22,800
138,200

1,243,700

73,500
46,000
19,500
3,200

18,600
-

61,000
76,500

1968
-

53
-
-
-

683

4,696

884
5478
271
28

525
73

27143
9519
290
400
943
15

256
1497
93
-

5528
42886

3675
2556
975
229
581

-
4357
4500

1,400
-
-

400
200
800
600

1,069

-
400

-
-

1,600
-

400
700

-
100

2,300
3,000

-
1,200

-
-

400
100

1,000
600

-
900

2,800
-

1,200
400

63.6
-
-
-
-
-

33.3

51

-
17.4

-
-

80.0
-

11.4
33.3

-
7.7

100.0
166.7

-
38.7

-
-

16.0
3.4

50.0
33.3

-
64.3
87.5

-
85.7
23.5

Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry
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Central and Eastern
Europe and Former
Soviet Union

Albania
Armenia
Azerbaijan
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech Republic
Estonia
Georgia
Hungary
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Latvia
Lithuania
Macedonia
Poland
Romania
Russia
Slovak Republic
Slovenia
Tajikistan
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Ukraine
Uzbekistan

Latin America
and Caribbean

Antigua and
   Barbuda
Argentina
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Bermuda
Bolivia

15

16
-

14
-
-

15
18
15
14
-

12
14
-

13
19
21
10
17
10
14
15
-

17
18
-
-

15

12

7
15
14
20
13
14

17,813

3,731
3,600
7,600

10,215
3,784
8,306
4,498

10,300
1,455
5,400

10,200
16,800
4,600
2,474
3,706
2,190

38,650
22,565
147,105

5,383
1,987
6,000

64,000
4,200

50,698
23,700

17,142

67

36,000
289
262
230
60

7,800

747

233
-

543
-
-

554
250
687

-
-

850
1200

-
-

195
104

-
1327

-
385
132

-
3765
233

-
-

1,169

6

5143
19
19
12
5

557

Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry

1,264

1,900
800
800
600

-
900

1,600
600

1,900
2,600
1,400
1,200
5,800
1,900
1,000
900
200
200
400

1,300
1,400
500

1,000
1,900
400
400

2,275

13,100

900
3,200
4,000

-
-

1,200

73

118.8
-

57.1
-
-

60.0
88.9
40.0

-
-

116.7
85.7

-
-

52.6
42.9

-
11.8

-
92.9
93.3

-
58.8
105.6

-
-

192

1,091.7

128.6
213.3
285.7

-
-

85.7
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Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry

Latin America and
Caribbean - cont’d

Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican
  Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
French Guinea
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Paraguay
Peru
Suriname
Trinidad and
  Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela

Middle East and
North Africa

Algeria
Bahrain
Egypt
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Malta
Morocco
Oman

23
19
16
17
11

6
12
24
12
15
15
15
15
13
10
14
16
21

12
15

20

27
15
27
22
21
20
25
15
13
19
11
21
25

159,900
14,600
36,200
3,464
8,097

11,900
5,928
159

10,157
847

6,338
2,554

96,400
4,351
5,100

24,400
437

1,307

3,200
22,800

14,992

29,100
620

62,000
60,700
21,177
5,800
5,800
1,800
3,100
5,800
375

27,300
2,400

6952
768
2263
204
736

1983
494
7

846
56

423
170
6427
335
510
1743
27
62

267
1520

643

1078
41

2296
2759
1008
290
232
120
238
305
34

1300
96

-
300
100

-
-

1,700
700

-
-

1,600
1,000

-
-

500
3,000
1,500

-
-

2,400
1,200

1,390

1,500
2,600
1,800

-
-
-

800
-

200
-
-

800
-

-
15.8
6.3
-
-

283.3
58.3

-
-

106.7
66.7

-
-

38.5
300.0
107.1

-
-

200.0
80.0

62

55.6
173.3
66.7

-
-
-

32.0
-

15.4
-
-

38.1
-
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Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry

Middle East and
North Africa -
cont’d

Qatar
Syria
Tunisia
United Arab
  Emirates
WB Gaza
Yemen

Pacific

Cook Islands
Fed. States of
  Micronesia
Fiji
Kiribati
Marshall Islands
Papua New Guinea
Samoa
Solomon Islands
Tonga
Tuvalu
Vanuatu

OECDb Members

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Canada
Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Iceland

12
25
25
17

-
27

10

14
6

15
14
11
16
5
9

13
4
8

14

16
10
18
20
15
19
12
14
14
18
12
-

600
15,000
9,200
2,580

-
16,500

587

20
130

809
81
61

4,500
168
404
99
10

178

37,286

18,500
8,100

10,200
30,300
10,300
5,300
5,100

58,600
82,100
10,500
10,200

271

50
600
368
152

-
611

44

1
22

54
6
6

281
34
45
8
3
22

3,022

1156
810
567
1515
687
279
425
4186
5864
583
850

-

-
1,000
1,400

1,500
2,300

5,400

5,400
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

1,658

1,300
3,400
1,700
1,000
600

2,800
2,200
2,700
400

1,100
1,400

-

-
40.0
56.0

-

-
85.2

360

-
-

360.0
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

132

81.3
340.0
94.4
50.0
40.0
147.4
183.3
192.9
28.6
61.1
116.7

-

b Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.
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Country

No. of
central

ministriesa
Population

(Thousands)

Population
per

ministry
(Thousands)

Central
government
employment
(Thousands)

Average
number of
employees
per central
ministry

OECD Members
- cont’d

Ireland
Italy
Japan
Korea
Luxembourg
Mexico
New Zealand
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
The Netherlands
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States

WORLDWIDE
AVERAGE

10
11
12
18
-

15
18
16
10
-

12
10
7

12
17
14
14

16

3,700
57,500
125,600
46,000

417
96,400
3,800
4,400

38,700
9,800

39,300
8,800
7,100
197

64,000
58,200
267,900

32,245

370
5227

10467
2556

-
6427
211
275
3870

-
3275
880
1014
16

3765
4157

19136

1,607

1,200
1,300
700
600

-
-

1,200
2,600
200

1,800
1,300
4,100
2,100
3,900
1,000
1,300
1,200

2,015

120.0
118.2
58.3
33.3

-
-

66.7
162.5
20.0

-
108.3
410.0
300.0
325.0
58.8
92.9
85.7

135


