Current Contributions of
Fishing to GDP in Pacific
Island Countries

Official Information on GDP and Fishing Contributions

Appendix 1 gives for each of the Pacific Island countries the
official GDP and the official fishing contribution to GDP. Methods
used in the official calculation of the fishing contribution to GDP are
also presented, and some comments are made on the suitability of
those methods.

The official data on GDP and fishing contribution are summa-
rized in Table 4.

Rationale for Re-estimating the Fishing Contribution to GDP

The fishing sector is complex. It includes thousands of produc-
ers operating in many locations and using a wide variety of tech-
niques. Crew are often paid in kind or receive a share of the catch
rather than wages; and even when they do receive wages, collecting
information on those wages can be difficult. In comparison to other
sectors of Pacific Island economies such as government, manufac-
turing, or tourism, calculating the contribution of fishing to an
economy is a particularly difficult task.

In most Pacific Island countries, there is surprisingly little coop-
eration between the fisheries agencies and the statisticians respon-
sible for compiling the national accounts. Given that the calculation
of fishing contribution to an economy requires considerable insight
into the technical aspects of fishing, this lack of cooperation is dis-
concerting. Although fisheries agencies appear eager to have the
importance of fishing to an economy properly reported, most seem
to be ineffective in ensuring that this happens.

While the fishing sector is undoubtedly very important in all
Pacific Island countries, in most, it accounts for a relatively modest
share of GDP. Given this situation, it is unreasonable to expect the
compilers of national accounts to dedicate a large proportion of their
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time to measuring the contribution of fishing to the economy. This
constraint, when combined with the complexity of the sector and
the lack of cooperation with the fisheries agencies, results in a situation
where the estimated contribution of fishing to GDP is often
inaccurate.

Given the complexity of the issues to be addressed and the large
difference in the accuracy of the estimates made in the Pacific Island
countries, the consultants considered it essential to re-estimate the
tishing contribution to GDP for each country. It was believed that, at
the very least, the re-estimates would provide useful comparators
for the compilers of national accounts. In addition, it was anticipated
that the review of the different methods and approaches used in
each country would provide useful insights into the effectiveness of
alternative approaches to calculating the fishing contribution to GDP.

Re-estimates of the Fishing Contribution to GDP

The methods used in calculating the fishing contribution to GDP
of the various countries were analyzed by the consultants. Com-
ments on the suitability of these methods are given in Appendix 1.

In some of the countries, the methods used to calculate the fish-
ing component of GDP were well documented. In others, this infor-
mation was obtained verbally. It is likely that at least some of this
verbal information were inaccurate for various reasons, including
the provider being unfamiliar with the subject. This should be taken
into account when considering the comments on any weakness in
the methodology used in a particular country.

The consultants re-estimated the fishing contribution to GDP in
each of the countries. The methods used and the new estimates are
given in Appendix 1. The official figures and re-estimates are sum-
marized in Table 5.
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