The Tuna Fishery
in the Pacific Islands

Regional Tuna Catch

The total volume and value of the catch from the tuna fishery
in the Pacific Islands is large and growing larger. Although there is
considerable annual variation, the volume of the catch has increased
about elevenfold in the last 30 years (Figure 3).

Figure 3: Annual Tuna Catch in the Pacific Islands Area,
1970 to 1999
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Sources: SPC (1996); T. Lawson personal communication (2000)

The value of the catch has also increased remarkably. From
about $375 million? in 1982 (Clark 1983), the value increased to $1.2
billion in 1993 (World Bank 1995), $1.6 billion in 1994 (FFA 1995),
$1.7 billion in 1995 (FFA 1996), and $1.9 billion in 1998 (Van Santen
and Muller 2000).

% Unless otherwise specified, all dollar amounts in this report refer to United States dollars.



8 Tuna: A Key Economic Resource in the Pacific Islands

Tuna Landings in FFA Island Member Countries

Table 1 gives the estimated tuna catch of the FFA member
countries, using information from the SPC Catch and Effort Logsheet
Database, SPC (2000), and other sources. Since the figures are based
on vessel logsheets (with some adjustment), both their coverage and
their accuracy can be assumed to vary between fleets. In general,
the catch figures given are deemed reasonable for the major purse
seine fleets (US, Japan, Korea, Taipei,China) and for the Japanese
pole/line fleet. For domestic longliners and those from Korea and
Taipei,China, however, the data may greatly underrepresent the true
catch.
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