
CHAPTER 11

SOUTHEAST 
ASIA

Transport and energy connectivity for inclusive growth, fi nancial and capital 
market integration, water supply and sanitation, improved education, 
and environmental sustainability are areas of focus for ADB in Southeast Asia. 
ADB provided signifi cant inputs to an Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) master plan on connectivity launched in October, while preparations 
began for a new memorandum of understanding for 2011−2015 with the 
ASEAN Secretariat.

Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam



S
O

U
TH

E
A

S
T A

S
IA

83Annual Report 2010

HIGHLIGHTS

�� Sovereign and nonsovereign and grants reached 
$3.5 billion; technical assistance projects 
amounted to $35.9 million, 55% of which 
sought capacity development and provision 
of policy and advisory services at the country 
and regional levels; and cofinancing for loans, 
grants, and technical assistance projects sharply 
increased to $365 million. 

�� Country partnership strategies for Cambodia, 
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
the Philippines, and Viet Nam were under 
preparation to further align the project pipeline 
with Strategy 2020 and national priorities and 
to better monitor contributions to ADB’s Results 
Framework and the Millennium Development 
Goals. A new partnership framework with Malaysia 
and with the ASEAN Secretariat was under 
preparation. 

�� Subregional cooperation and integration in the 
Greater Mekong Subregion, Brunei Darussalam–
Indonesia–Malaysia–Philippines East ASEAN 
Growth Area, and Indonesia–Malaysia–Thailand 
Growth Triangle was further strengthened to 
support connectivity and trade, making the 
countries more competitive. ADB facilitated 
project development and progress toward the 
establishment of the ASEAN Infrastructure Fund.

�� Project processing and implementation 
continued to be strengthened. The use of project 
readiness filters increased to ensure quality at 
entry, and an internal quality control system to 
improve design and monitoring frameworks 
and measures to improve institutional efficiency 
were put in place. Portfolio performance was 
monitored closely.

�� Dissemination of knowledge products and 
services generated from operations was 
systemized—as was access to them—to allow  
for effective use by ADB and its clients. 

OVERVIEW

ADB operations in Southeast Asia emphasized inno-
��	����� ��� ��	�������� ����� ��� �
�������	� ��� 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 

and implementation toward the greatest possible impact. 
 Lending through public sector nonsovereign operations  
��������� �����	�����	����
��������������	�����#
����������
of a social protection project in the Philippines aimed at 
helping the nation’s poorest families also broke new ground. 

Assistance increasingly turned to core areas of opera-
tion under ADB’s Strategy 2020 and to the achievement of 
country priorities that contributed to making progress on 
MDGs. Partnership with non-borrowing and middle-income 
countries in the subregion was strengthened, and a strength-
ening of relationships with development partners resulted in 
	
����������	�������`�	������������������/6�����������

��
�������������������������*�	������	����	��?{[����������
contributed by the European Union and the Government of 
Australia, to facilitate analytical work and capacity develop-
ment toward modernizing the education system in Indonesia.  

The portfolio continued to achieve satisfactory  ratings 
as a result of timely action on project implementation  
��������������������������������
����	
��������������-
�������	������������������<��	� �������� �	�������������-
tions was systemized to promote learning and innovation.

REGIONAL COOPERATION 

ADB and the ASEAN Secretariat started preparations for a 
������������������������	�����������>[== >[={����	
����
partnership framework, focusing on connectivity, the inte-
���	����������������������	������<�	�����������������	���
sustainability. ADB provided inputs to the Master Plan on 
ASEAN Connectivity launched during the 17th ASEAN 
Summit in October in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, and was featured 
in the master plan as the main development institution 
supporting subregional programs in Southeast Asia. ADB  
accelerated consultations with ASEAN member states on 
the establishment of an ASEAN Infrastructure Fund. 

ADB continued supporting connectivity enhance-
ment in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) through  
projects to complete the transport base of economic 
 corridors and by developing the Strategic Framework for  

�����	���� �Z�� Y��������� �
�
� ��� �� ��������	� �	��� 
toward the achievement of an integrated GMS railway  
system. On the software side, a comprehensive Program of 
Actions for Transport and Trade Facilitation in the GMS, 
prepared with ADB assistance, was adopted. ADB helped 
develop strategic road maps for the second phases of the 
GMS programs for environment and agriculture. The prep-
���	��������������Z���	��	����]�������<�����>[=> >[>>�
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also got under way. These strategic products were taken 
up at the 16th GMS Ministerial Conference in August in 
Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Initiatives to further improve coordina-
tion with development partners were also continued.

The Brunei Darussalam–Indonesia–Malaysia–Philippines 
���	�����������	
�������6�Z� �������������������	�
progress on project development. With continued relevance of 
	
��6�Z� �����Y�������	��/���������	��>[[��>[=[��	
��
countries agreed to formulate an implementation blueprint for 
the next 5 years to realize the subregion’s strategic goals. 

Leaders of the Indonesia–Malaysia–Thailand Growth 
#�������� ��Z# �#�� ���	����� ��������� =[� ������	�� ��-
nectivity projects worth $5.2 billion, which ADB helped 

����	����� �� ���	���� ������� ��� 	
�� �Z# �#� Y�������
2007–2011 and its business processes was completed.

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

ADB’s Southeast Asia Department (SERD) introduced 
a knowledge management framework and action plan to 
rationalize and systemize its knowledge work. The frame-
���<�������`���	
����������	�����������	�<���������
work under way within its current cycle of operations. This 
���������������	���������	���������	���������������������
to identify development needs and strategies; knowledge 

�� Cambodia. ADB is helping achieve Cambodia’s 
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) targets in water 
and sanitation to increase service coverage of the rural 
population, where only 42% had an improved source 
of drinking water and less than 23% had access to 
latrines in 2008. The Tonle Sap Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation Sector Project has provided about 
half a million people access to an improved source 
of drinking water and nearly a quarter of a million 
access to durable and hygienic latrines. Through the 
second phase of the project approved in 2009, a 
further 370,000 people will gain access to safe water 
and 290,000 will have improved sanitation by 2015. 
An integrated approach to water and sanitation will 
positively impact on public health.

�� Indonesia. ADB is supporting government efforts 
to accelerate achievement of the MDGs through 
several projects. Progress on the MDG on safe 
drinking water and basic sanitation is being made 
through (i) the Community Water Services and 
Health Project, which is increasing access to safe 
water supply in rural areas; (ii) the Metropolitan 
Sanitation Management and Health Project, which 
will improve city sewerage systems and hygiene in 
poor neighborhoods of Medan and Yogyakarta; and 
(iii) the Urban Sanitation and Rural Infrastructure 
Support to the National Program for Community 
Empowerment (PNPM) Mandiri Project, set for 
approval in 2011, which will aim to bring better 
access to sanitation facilities for the poor. The 
Decentralized Health Services Project improved the 
provision of mother and child health care. 

�� The Lao People’s Democratic Republic. ADB’s 
assistance contributed to reaching the MDG target 
in primary education. The Basic Education (Girls) 

Project increased enrollment rates, especially among 
girls, through the building of classrooms, provision 
of grants to school children, and the recruitment 
and training of teachers who were deployed in 
remote and ethnic areas, and by promoting parents’ 
awareness on the importance of education. The 
Second Education Quality Improvement Project 
also expanded access to education through the 
establishment of more than 400 schools and school 
cluster resource centers and by training more than 
13,000 teachers. 

�� The Philippines. The Philippines’ midterm progress 
on the MDGs shows a mixed picture. Substantial 
ground was covered in promoting gender equality 
but the target on poverty and hunger is unlikely to 
be achieved by 2015. ADB approved a $400 million 
loan to support expansion of the Philippines’ 
conditional cash transfer program. The project 
provides direct financial support to 582,000 of the 
poorest families on the condition that they keep 
their children in school and ensure that children and 
pregnant women get regular health checkups in 
return for the cash grants.

�� Viet Nam. The country’s success in reducing 
poverty continues, from 58.1% of the population 
in 1993 to 14.5% in 2008. It is an early achiever 
in halving extreme poverty as measured by the 
number of people living on $1.25 or less a day. 
ADB has contributed to this progress through 
lending and non-lending operations, policy advice, 
and knowledge products that are improving 
infrastructure, accelerating rural development, 
providing better and more accessible education and 
health services, reforming the finance sector, and 
strengthening public administration.

Progress of the MDGs in Southeast Asia
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Table 33 Southeast Asia: Portfolio Performance Indicators for Sovereign Lending, 2009–2010
  Contract Awards/
 No. of Commitmentsa Disbursementsa Loans at Risk
 Ongoing Loans 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009
Country (as of 31 Dec 2010) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) (%) (%)

Cambodia 21 44.3 30.8 53.5 61.1 – 6.3
Indonesia 30 890.8 721.9 965.8 732.7 10.0 10.0
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 8 14.5 24.1 22.2 37.0 – 6.7
Philippines 9 13.1 1,314.1 31.1 1,317.5 – –
Thailand 2 – – – – – –
Viet Nam 55 610.2 1,782.0 406.7 1,093.4 7.3 2.3

Total 125 1,572.8 3,873.1 1,479.3 3,241.7 5.6 5.2

– = nil.
Note: Totals may not add up because of rounding.
a  Includes closed loans that had contract awards or disbursements during the year.

Table 34 Southeast Asia: Portfolio Performance Indicators for Grants from ADF and Special Funds Resources,a 
2009–2010
  Contract Awards/
 No. of Commitmentsa, b Disbursementsa, b Grants at Risk
 Ongoing Grants 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009
Country (as of 31 Dec 2010) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) ($ million) (%) (%)

Cambodia 19 20.1 28.9 17.9 21.6 – –
Indonesia 2 35.7 52.7 51.5 59.3 50.0 33.3
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 19 40.6 49.4 35.3 33.0 – – 
Philippines 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0 – –
Thailand – – – – – – –
Viet Nam 4 6.7 9.8 6.8 10.2 – –

Total 45 103.1 140.9 111.5 127.1 2.2 3.0

– = nil, 0.0 = amount less than $50,000.
Note: Totals may not add up because of rounding.
a Includes grants funded by Asian Tsunami Fund (ATF), Pakistan Earthquake Fund (PEF), Climate Change Fund (CCF), and Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund (APDRF). 
b Includes closed grants that had contract awards or disbursements during the year.

and analyses needed to design and prepare lending and 
non- lending products; knowledge that is transferred as 
part of project implement ation and capacity development 
activities; and the lessons learned for future better practice 
from project evaluations carried out by developing member  
countries, SERD, and the Independent Evaluation 
 Department. Steps were also taken to ensure that knowl-
����������		����������	���	
����
������������������	������
through technical assistance.

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT

Measures to improve portfolio performance increasingly 
focused on addressing systemic issues affecting  project 
implementation and on achieving results. These included 
��	������������������*�	�������������	�����������������	��"�
and sector-based portfolio performance reviews,  improved 
project implementation arrangements, strengthened staff 

capacity through training and mentoring, and  rationalized 
���*�	��&	�����������������	
�������������������	������	��

There were 125 ongoing loans and 45 ongoing grant 
projects in the region. Contract awards reached $1.68  billion 
and disbursements totaled $1.59 billion. The technical assist-
ance portfolio comprised 199 active projects, amounting to 
$357 million, of which 87% were rated satisfactory.

COUNTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Brunei Darussalam

Partnership priorities. Brunei Darussalam supported 
6�Z� ����� �����	������ ���� ������� �������� ���	������
������	�����������	�	�������	�����	�������������	���	��
projects in the subregional priority pipeline; and the estab-
lishment of a subregional facility to develop projects under 
������� �����	�����	����
���������	��
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Table 35a Southeast Asia: Sovereign Approvals by Country,a 2010
($ million)
Country OCR ADF Other Sources Total
Cambodia – 160.8 36.8 197.6
LOANS

Financial Sector Development Program II (Subprogram 4) – 10.0 – 10.0
Promoting Economic Diversification Program (Subprogram 2) – 10.0 – 10.0
Public Financial Management for Rural Development Program (Subprogram 2) – 10.0 – 10.0
Rural Roads Improvement – 35.0 24.8 59.8
Water Resources Management Sector Development Program
– Program Loan – 20.0 – 20.0
– Project Loan – 10.0 12.0 22.0

GRANTS
Financial Sector Development Program II (Subprogram 4) – 5.0 – 5.0
Greater Mekong Subregion Biodiversity Conservation Corridor – 19.0 – 19.0
Promoting Economic Diversification Program (Subprogram 2) 
– Program Grant – 9.0 – 9.0
– Project Grant – 5.0 – 5.0
Public Financial Management for Rural Development Program (Subprogram 2) 
– Program Grant – 10.0 – 10.0
– Project Grant – 5.0 – 5.0
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Regional Communicable Diseases Control – 10.0 – 10.0
Water Resources Management Sector Development Program – 2.8 – 2.8

Indonesia 485.0 – 57.8 542.8
LOANS

Infrastructure Reform Sector Development Program (Subprogram 3) 200.0 – – 200.0
Java–Bali Electricity Distribution Performance Improvement 50.0 – 50.0 100.0
Metropolitan Sanitation Management and Health 35.0 – – 35.0
Sixth Development Policy Support Program 200.0 – – 200.0

GRANTS
Citarum Watershed Management and Biodiversity Conservation – – 3.8 3.8
Java–Bali Electricity Distribution Performance Improvement – – 1.0 1.0
Mount Merapi Disaster Response – – 3.0 3.0

Lao People’s Democratic Republic – 151.6 49.9 201.5
GRANTS

Greater Mekong Subregion Biodiversity Conservation Corridor – 20.0 – 20.0
Greater Mekong Subregion Northern Power Transmission – 20.0 37.9 57.9
Northern and Central Regions Water Supply and Sanitation Sector (Supplementary) – 6.6 – 6.6
Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement (Supplementary) – 27.0 – 27.0
Northern Rural Infrastructure Development Sector – 23.0 – 23.0
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Regional Communicable Diseases Control – 12.0 – 12.0
Second Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement – 20.0 12.0 32.0
Strengthening Technical and Vocational Education and Training – 23.0 – 23.0

Philippines 600.0 – – 600.0
LOANS

Financial Market Regulation and Intermediation Program (Subprogram 2) 200.0 – – 200.0
Social Protection Support 400.0 – – 400.0

Thailand 300.0 – – 300.0
LOAN

Capital Market Development Program 300.0 – – 300.0

Viet Nam 510.0 580.0 75.4 1,165.4
LOANS

Greater Mekong Subregion Ben Luc-Long Thanh Expressway Project – Tranche 1 350.0 – – 350.0
Greater Mekong Subregion Biodiversity Conservation Corridor – 30.0 – 30.0
Health Human Resources Sector Development Program 
– Project Loan – 30.0 – 30.0
– Program Loan – 30.0 – 30.0
Ho Chi Minh City Urban Mass Rapid Transit Line 2 Investment Program – Tranche 1 40.0 – 36.4 76.4
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Regional Communicable Diseases Control – 27.0 – 27.0
Second Northern Greater Mekong Subregion Transport Network Improvement – 75.0 – 75.0
Second Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Development Program (Subprogram 1) – 40.0 – 40.0
Skills Enhancementb – 70.0 – 70.0
SOE Reform and Corporate Governance Facilitation Program – Tranche 1 120.0 10.0 – 130.0
Strengthening Water Management and Irrigation Systems Rehabilitation – 100.0 28.0 128.0
Sustainable Rural Infrastructure Development Project in Northern Mountain Provincesb – 108.0 – 108.0
Third Financial Sector Program (Subprogram 2) – 60.0 – 60.0

GRANT
Health Human Resources Sector Development Program – – 11.0 11.0

Total 1,895.0 892.4 219.8 3,007.2

– = nil, ADF = Asian Development Fund, OCR = ordinary capital resources.
Note: Totals may not add up because of rounding.
a  Excludes cofinancing for projects approved in previous years, technical assistance grants, and multitranche financing facilities.
b Consists of two ADF loans.
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Impact of operations. ]����������/6:�� ���	� ��������-
able technical assistance to support the establishment of 
a strategy and action plan to develop the country’s capital 
���<�	����������"���	�
����������	���������������������
management (also on a reimbursable basis) was approved 
	�� ��
���� �<����� ��� ����� ���������	� ���� �������� 	
�� 
��������������������	����������

Cambodia

Partnership priorities. ADB’s country operations business 
������>[=[ >[=�����������������������	
�	
�����������	:��
��	�������	��	����/���������	����������	��>[[� >[=���
The plan continued to support more inclusive and 
����������������������	
���������	��������	������	����
through more targeted interventions in agriculture and rural 
development, the private sector, governance and capacity 
development, and regional economic integration.

Impact of operations. The completed National Road No. 6 
under the GMS Cambodia Road Improvement Project 
reduced travel time from 6 hours to 2 hours between the 
Thai border at Poipet to the tourism hub of Siem Reap. 
This led to an almost tripling of the number of foreign 
tourists traveling by this road. The Tonle Sap Rural Water  
Supply and Sanitation Sector Project expanded access to 
safe water and sanitation, resulting in better health and 
greater convenience, especially for women and girls.

Indonesia 

Partnership priorities. ADB’s strategic priorities were updat-
ed for better alignment with the government’s  medium-term 
����������	� ����� ���� >[=[ >[=@�� �	�� ����	����
��� ������	����

aimed to support  poverty reduction through more rapid, more 
sustainable, and more inclusive economic growth. It focused 
on  improved infrastructure,  better management of natural 
resources, enhanced access to education, improved public  
�������� ���������	�� ���� �����	�� 
����� ��	���	���� ���� 
adaptation. A  nonsovereign operation was prepared to  develop 
������������������������

Impact of operations. The Java–Bali Electricity Distri bution 
Performance Improvement Project sought to mitigate the 
����	��������	��
�����	
����
��������������������������
The government’s National Program for Community 
Empowerment (PNPM), initiated in 2007 and supported by 
�/6�������������������	�������	
������[[[��������������
building or upgrading more than 40,000 kilometers of rural 
roads and 9,000 bridges, 1,000 irrigation systems, 10,450 
clean water supply units, and 4,822 sanitation units. ADB’s 
support to upgrade urban slums assisted some 180,000 poor 
urban households in 32 cities. The Metropolitan Sanitation 
Management and Health Project will further provide 
2.7 million people access to improved sanitation. The Sixth 
Development Policy Support Program continued reforms to 
��������	
�������	���	�����	����	����	
�����������������
management and governance, and improve the access of the 
poor to public services. 

The Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic

Partnership priorities. The evaluation of ADB’s assistance 
program for the Lao PDR for 2000 to 2009 concluded 
that assistance was successful, relevant, and effective. 
�/6:�� �	��	���� ���� �������� ���� >[[� >[==� ���������
relevant to the country’s development context. Country and 

Table 35b Southeast Asia: Nonsovereign Approvals by Country,a 2010
($ million)
 OCR Cofinancing
   Equity 
Country Loans Guarantees Investments Projectb Commercial Total

Indonesia 300.0 – – – – 300.0
    Housing Finance Program 300.0 – – – – 300.0
Thailand 204.3 – – 2.0 – 206.3
    Bangchak Solar Power 134.3 – – – – 134.3
    Solar Power 70.0 – – 2.0 – 72.0

Total 504.3 – – 2.0 – 506.3

– = nil, OCR = ordinary capital resources.
a Excludes cofinancing for projects approved in previous years, technical assistance grants, and trade finance program.
b Includes nonsovereign grants.
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sector programming consultations with the government 
commenced to determine ADB’s strategic focus to support 
the objectives of the new Seventh Five-Year National  
Socio-Economic Development Plan.

 
Impact of operations. The $1.2 billion Nam Theun 2  
Hydropower Project started operation under a  concession 
arrangement, generating revenues for the government 
�����	���� 	�� ?�� �������� ��� ����� ����� �]¡�� >[[�� ���� 
$10 million in FY2010 that were invested in education, 
health, environment, and rural infrastructure.  The conces-
sion agreement stipulated that operations of the hydro-
electric power plant will be turned over to the government, 
free of charge, at the end of 25 years. 

Malaysia

Partnership priorities. Z����������	������	����������	��
���	����
��� ��	
� �/6� ������ 	
�� 6�Z� ����� ���� 	
��
�Z# �#�� ��	����	���� ���*�	�� 	�� 	
�� ���	"	��<� ���������
of priority infrastructure projects in the subregion and  
collaborating on trade facilitation initiatives. Malaysia 
��������<������������	
��/6�	�������������������������
markets, including support to the Islamic Financial 
Services Board to foster international prudential standards 
���� �������	�����������	� ���� ��������������� ���	�����
and the ASEAN capital market integration implementation 
plan. With progress in these areas and the launching of the 
Tenth Malaysia Plan, Malaysia agreed to develop a country 
partnership with ADB.

Myanmar

Partnership priorities. ADB continued to monitor eco-
nomic developments in Myanmar in coordination with 
the development partner community. ADB also facilitated  
support for the United Nations Development Programme 
to build statistical capacity. Myanmar participated in  major 
GMS meetings and in some regional technical  assistance 
projects. ADB’s last loan project to Myanmar was 
 approved in 1986 and its last technical assistance project 
was approved in 1987.

Table 36 Southeast Asia: Cumulative Lending and 
Disbursements by Country as of the end of 2010a, b

($ million)
Country Lending Disbursements

Cambodia 1,167.8 904.0
Indonesia 26,492.5 20,220.7
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 1,211.5 1,194.7
Malaysia 1,997.5 1,414.0
Myanmar 530.9 411.8
Philippines 12,428.9 9,821.0
Thailand 5,969.5 4,239.8
Viet Nam 9,285.0 4,158.7

Total 59,083.6 42,364.7

a Loan component of regional projects distributed to the countries whenever possible.
b Includes nonsovereign (public and private) sector loans specific to the region.

Table 37 Southeast Asia: Cumulative Grants 
Approved by Country as of the end of 2010
($ million)
  Other
Country ADF Special Funds Cofinancinga Total

Cambodia 255.7 – 90.3 346.0

Indonesia – 307.0 108.0 415.0

Lao People’s Democratic 

 Republic 338.8 – 51.3 390.0

Malaysia – – – –

Myanmar – – – –

Philippines – 3.0 32.7 35.7

Thailand – – 2.0  2.0

Viet Nam 45.6 – 104.5 150.1

Regional – – 10.1   10.1

Total 640.1 310.0 398.8 1,348.9

– = nil, ADF = Asian Development Fund.
Note: Totals may not add up because of rounding.
a  Excludes cofinancing not administered by ADB.

Table 38 Southeast Asia: Cumulative Grant 
Disbursements by Country as of the end of 2010
($ million)
Country ADF Other Special Fundsa Total

Cambodia 81.7 – 81.7
Indonesia – 298.5 298.5
Lao People’s
 Democratic Republic 85.6 – 85.6
Philippines – 3.0 3.0
Thailand – – –
Viet Nam 34.2 – 34.2
Regional – – –

Total 201.5 301.5 503.0

– = nil, ADF = Asian Development Fund.
Note: Totals may not add up because of rounding.
a Includes  grants  funded by  Asian Tsunami Fund (ATF), Pakistan Earthquake Fund (PEF), 

Climate Change Fund (CCF), and Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund (APDRF).
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FIGURE 17 Southeast Asia: 
ADB Lending by Country, 2009–2010 
(Sovereign and Nonsovereign)
($ million)
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FIGURE 18  Southeast Asia: 
Grants Approved by Country, 2009–2010 
(Sovereign and Nonsovereign)
($ million)
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FIGURE 19  Southeast Asia: 
ADB Loan Disbursements by Country, 2009–2010 
(Sovereign and Nonsovereign)
($ million)

2009 2010

1,118.4

739.9

406.7

32.1

1,079.8

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400

Viet Nam

Thailand

114.1
1,317.5Philippines

Malaysia

Myanmar

Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic

Indonesia

61.1
53.5

37.0
23.4

Cambodia

FIGURE 20  Southeast Asia: 
ADB Grant Disbursements by Country,a 2009–2010 
(Sovereign and Nonsovereign)
($ million)
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a  Includes grants funded by Asian Development Fund (ADF), Asian Tsunami Fund 
(ATF), Pakistan Earthquake Fund (PEF), Climate Change Fund (CCF),  
and Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund (APDRF).
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The Philippines

 
Partnership priorities. ADB and the government 
��	������	�����
���`����������������	�����������������
investment climate, and the accelerated attainment of the 
MDGs. ADB, in close coordination with government, 
private sector, and civil society, initiated the preparation 
of a new country partnership strategy for 2011 to 2016 that 
will be aligned with the Philippine Development Plan for 
2010 to 2016. 

Impact of operations. ADB helped the government  expand 
its social protection program, the Pantawid Pamilyang 
Pilipino Program, and associated sector  reforms through 
the $400 million Social Protection Support Project, 
 using experience from globally successful conditional 
��
� 	�������� ���������� #
�� �������� ����� �����	� �����

than half a million poor families. ADB also supported 
����������������������<�	�������	����������	�������	����
encompassing the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
Insurance Commission, and the central bank’s oversight 
��� 	
�������� ��	���� 	
����
� ��?>[[��������� �������/6�
also supported the new government in improving the 
institutional framework for public–private partnerships.

Thailand

Partnership priorities. The country partnership  strategy 
���� >[[� >[==� ��������� �������	� �����	�� 	
�� �������
 economic crisis and domestic developments, with emphasis 
on infrastructure, capital market, and environmentally 
sustainable developments. Policy dialogue focused on 
���	��� ���<�	� ����������	�� 	
�� �����	���� ��� ����� 
private partnerships, and inclusive growth.

Environmental Knowledge Base Evolves

An ADB-supported information center  
has become a valuable resource for 
development planners

Government ministers in the Greater Mekong 
 Subregion (GMS) are now able to map the results 
of a regional technical assistance program that 

has evolved into an important information tool for invest-
ment decision makers seeking environmentally sustainable 
growth.

In 2010, the first regional grant/loan program for 
 scaling up investment in conservation areas was prepared 
using a user-friendly geographic information system-based  
Map Tool anchored to information provided by an  
Environment Operations Center (EOC) in Bangkok. 

The EOC has its origins in the GMS Core Environment 
Program and Biodiversity Conservation Corridors Initiative 
(CEP-BCI), which began in 2006 as a technical assistance 
project to reconcile development pressures with the need to 
conserve the subregion’s biodiversity and critical ecosystems. 

The EOC serves as the technical secretariat to the  
Working Group on Environment. Over the years, it has  
developed capacity as an information and knowledge 
clearinghouse for environmental management in the GMS.

A range of CEP-BCI interventions has focused on 
 reducing the environmental impact of economic corridors 
and enhancing positive impacts, such as the new livelihood Villagers in Ratchaburi, Thailand, build a check dam

 opportunities that can be derived from linking development 
hubs with remote, impoverished areas. 

The initiative has piloted innovative planning  
approaches to maintaining and restoring ecosystems  
affected by development. These have included involving 
local communities in adopting good land management 
regimes, piloting of revolving funds to improve rural 
 livelihoods, and improvements in both government and 
civil society’s ability to plan for sustainable development. 

Knowledge and information generated through  
CEP-BCI activities have raised awareness of environmental 
issues and proved to be a valuable resource for planning 
and investment decision making in the GMS.
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Impact of operations. ADB’s Capital Market Develop ment 
�������� ������	��� �������� ���� ��� �&�������� �������������
inclusive, and stable capital market leading to increased 
�����	�� �������� ��� �����	���	��� ��� �/6� 	�
�����
 assistance helped the government to address the enabling 
����������	����������	������������� �����	�����	����
����

Viet Nam

Partnership priorities. ADB’s country partnership 
strategy and operational programs continued to focus on 
 economic growth, social development, and  environmental 
management. ADB’s engagement achieved these  priorities 
by developing infrastructure, such as road transport 
 networks, urban mass transit systems, water management 
and irrigation, and rural infrastructure. The promotion of 
����������������"��`�����	�������������	����	
���������-
cial system (including the capital market), improvements 
	��������������������������	��	�����������������������
enhancements to technical and vocational training helped 

achieve these goals, as did supporting policy reform in 

���	
����<��������������	���������������������	������
regional cooperation and integration.

Impact of operations. ADB, in collaboration with 
 development partners, helped accelerate project startup 
and implementation through harmonized feasibility study 
����������	��� ����������� ���� ����������	��� ���������	�� 
resettlement and cost norms, and monitoring tools. ADB’s 
Third Financial Sector Program Cluster, approved in 2007, 
��	����	��� 	�� ���	���� �� ����� ������������ �������� ����
 resilient sector. The second subprogram loan  under the  
���	��� �&������� �������� ��� 	
�� ������ ��	��� ���
 develop ing the securities and bond markets. It also  increased 
transparency and strengthened  legal, regulatory, and  
enforcement frameworks. The program helped sustain 

��
������������	
��������	
���������������� ���>[[��
and 2009, which averaged about 6% and had increased 
to almost 7% in 2010. It also reduced the vulnerability of 
�������������������	�������	������������	
�����������������

Developing the Policy Makers of the Future
Established in 2002, the Phnom Penh Plan 
has already helped train more than  
1,600 GMS officials

The Phnom Penh Plan for Development Management 
(PPP), established in 2002, aims to develop leaders 
and change agents in the Greater Mekong Subregion 

(GMS) who are capable of shaping policies and implement-
ing GMS programs and projects effectively.

Total funding for the PPP since 2003 amounts to 
$9.7 million, from ADB and the governments of the People’s 
Republic of China, France, the Republic of Korea, and  
New Zealand. Thanks to this support, the PPP has become a 
core program for the GMS.

Implemented by a network of partners that targets GMS 
civil servants, the PPP has, to date, delivered 85 learning 
programs to 1,668 junior, mid-level, and senior GMS officials 
on development management, regional cooperation, and 
public policy. It also supports learning resource centers 
at the ADB resident missions in Cambodia and in the  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic.

The PPP Fellowship Program is aimed at executive and 
leadership development of senior and mid-career civil 
servants, while its research program supports collaborative 
applied and policy-oriented studies on emerging issues Preparing operational plans in Phnom Penh using a GANTT chart

among GMS institutions. PPP research grants are made to 
partner research institutions, universities, and think tanks in 
the subregion to enhance their capacity. 

To promote the dissemination of knowledge, regular 
GMS dialogue and alumni meetings are supplemented by 
newsletters, websites, and networking events.
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