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I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund (the Fund) was established in the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) in June 2006 with a contribution of $20 million from the Government 
of the Republic of Korea, represented by the Ministry of Strategy and Finance and by the 
Export-Import Bank of Korea (GOK). The Annual Report (the Report) is prepared by ADB’s 
Regional and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD) in collaboration with ADB’s Office 
of Cofinancing Operations (OCO). This is the third Report aimed to describe and review the 
progress of the Fund operations during the period of July 2008–June 2009, in compliance with 
the reporting requirements stipulated in its ADB Board Paper1

 and the ADB–GOK Channel 
Financing Agreement. The Fund’s grant status and financial statement as of 30 June 2009 are 
in Appendixes 1 and 2. 
 

II.  BACKGROUND 
 

 
A. Overview 
 
2. Information and knowledge are fundamental resources for economic and social 
development. Information and communication technology 2

 (ICT) fosters the development 
process by expanding new opportunities in the creation, transformation, and distribution of 
information and knowledge, reducing transactions costs, and contributing to the possible 
acceleration of innovation processes. The Fund aims to contribute to poverty reduction and 
foster the economic and social development process in ADB's developing member countries 
(DMCs) through its two windows: the e-Asia program and the knowledge partnership program. 
Projects from all DMCs of ADB are eligible for funding from the Fund. 
 
3. E-Asia Program is to contribute to poverty reduction and economic and social 
development in DMCs through ICT. The objectives of the e-Asia program are to strengthen the 
capacity of DMCs, and to provide technical assistance (TA) for promoting ICT and bridging the 
digital divide, especially through national and regional strategies such as e-government,  e-
health, e-learning, e-trade, e-commerce, e-finance, e-procurement, and e-environment.  
 
4. In support for ADB ICT strategy3, the e-Asia program provides: (i) financing ICT-related 
activities, including TA; (ii) studies, research, and analytical work; (iii) capacity building and 
developing human resources through education and training; (iv) disseminating, networking, 
and cross-learning (e.g., policy consultations, seminars and workshops, conferences, 
publications, and websites); and (v) piloting innovative approaches to promote ICT.  
 
5. Knowledge Partnership Program is to reduce poverty and foster economic and social 
development in DMCs by sharing information and knowledge. The objective of the program is to 
strengthen the capacity of DMCs by providing knowledge and sharing experiences, information, 
and knowledge in the region for poverty reduction and social development. The knowledge 

                                                
1
 ADB. 2006. Republic of Korea e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund. 

2
 Information and communication technology is an umbrella term that includes any technology that is used in the 

process of generating, processing, storing, transforming, transmitting, and reproducing information, and in 
communication processes of any kind: radio, television, satellites, telephones, computers, or Internet.  
3

 ADB. 2001. Toward e-development in Asia and the Pacific: A Strategic Approach for Information and 
Communication Technology. Manila. 
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partnership program is also expected to promote the facilitation of information and knowledge 
sharing and increase the effectiveness of poverty reduction activities. 
 
6. ADB’s framework on Knowledge Management4

 recognizes the need for the DMCs to 
acquire and apply relevant knowledge to accelerate poverty reduction to meet the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). To remain relevant in responding to the varying and complex 
poverty reduction needs in the region, the framework proposes ADB to be more effective in 
sharing knowledge and more proactive in supporting learning. 

 
7. The knowledge partnership program includes: (i) policy advice/dialogue and TA involving 
the use of experts on economic development and capacity building; (ii) capacity building and 
institutional development in DMCs, including training workshops, vocational training, and long 
and short training and learning courses; (iii) publications that will disseminate successful 
development knowledge to developing countries in the region; (iv) studies, research, and 
analytical work; (v) projects on reforming government, improving governance in the business 
and financial sectors, and privatizing state-owned enterprises; and, (vi) disseminating, 
networking, and cross-learning (e.g., policy consultations, seminars, workshops, conferences). 

 
 

B. Fund Administration 
 
8. ADB’s RSDD is responsible for technical and implementation aspects of the Fund while 
ADB’s OCO is responsible for general and financial aspects of the Fund. ADB has managed the 
fund website5

 since August 2006 to disseminate the information on the Fund including the 
guidelines and approved projects. 
 
9. For quality assurance of the projects under the Fund, ADB established the Review 
Committee (RC) as a technical advisory group, chaired by the Deputy Director General, RSDD. 
It consists of representatives from operational and non-operational departments. The RSDD, as 
the Secretariat of the RC, carries out the following functions: (i) consultation of proposal 
requests, (ii) liaising with the RC for project proposals, and (iii) corresponding with GOK for 
proposals endorsed by the RC.  
 
10. Criterion. To be eligible for funding, proposals: (i) should be conceptually, 
programmatically, and procedurally aligned with the ADB country partnership strategy (formerly 
country strategy and program) or its annual updates and with the regional cooperation strategy 
and program or its annual updates; (ii) should be in line with the regional action plan toward an 
information society in Asia and the Pacific and in support of the World Summit for Information 
Society (WSIS) principles; (iii) should be discussed with key country stakeholders as soon as 
possible; (iv) shall use expertise from the Asia and Pacific region to the extent possible; (v) will 
encourage contributions, either in kind or in cash, from DMCs benefiting from activities financed 
under the Fund; (vi) will be encouraged to collaborate with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Development Programme, and 
the International Telecommunications Union; (vii) should be utilized in the most cost-effective 
way; and/or (viii) may provide cofinancing opportunities with the Republic of Korea and other 
funding agencies if the Fund is used for preparing investment projects. 
 

                                                
4 ADB. 2004. Knowledge Management in ADB. Manila. 
5 http://www.adb.org/e-AsiaFund/default.asp. 
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11. Approval Process. A proposal to the Fund consists of (i) the concept paper, (ii) the 
design and monitoring framework, (iii) the detailed cost estimate table and (iv) ICT classification 
sheet (required only for e-Asia program). The RC assesses if the concept paper meets the 
country eligibility and project criteria; makes recommendations on whether the concept paper is 
accepted, needs revision, or rejected; and/or provides technical comments and suggestions, if 
necessary. Upon clearance from the RC, the revised concept paper is circulated to other key 
support departments that are not included in the concerned RC for the interdepartmental 
comments. The concept paper must then be cleared by the respective Vice–President or by the 
Managing–Director General subject to endorsement of GOK. Upon concept clearance, RSDD 
submits proposal with complete requirements to GOK for endorsement. GOK will review the 
proposals within 45 calendar days from the date of submission. In the event GOK does not 
respond within the indicated time period, the proposal will be considered as endorsed by GOK 
for financing under the Fund. The detailed processing procedure on the Fund is described in 
Appendix 3. 
 

C. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
12. Progress in the projects has been monitored through the submission of annual progress 
report by the project officer. The template for annual progress report is attached in Appendix 4. 
 
 

III.  HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FUND OPERATIONS (2008-2009) 
 
 
13. Approvals. In this third year of the Fund’s operation, from 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009, 
GOK endorsed a total of 10 new proposals (seven [7] under the e-Asia program and three [3] 
under Knowledge Partnership program), which amounted to $5,000,000. Out of these new 
proposals, four (4) proposals were approved by ADB—two (2) each under the e-Asia program 
and Knowledge Partnership program—for a total funding amount of $2,000,000.   
  

Figure 1: Proposals and Approvals by Fund  
(July 2008–June 2009) 

 
Source: ADB TA project documents. 

 



   

8 
 

14. e-Asia Program. From July 2008 to June 2009, seven (7) new proposals were endorsed 
by GOK under this program, of which two (2) were approved by ADB. They are: (i) Rural ICT 
Policy Advocacy, Knowledge Sharing, and Capacity Building ($500,000) and (ii) Road Database 
Development Using Geographic Information System (GIS) in Mongolia ($500,000), which 
amounted to $1,000,000. During the said period, ADB approved two projects approved by GOK 
in the previous periods: (i) THA: Capacity Building and School Networking for Educational 
Services, $500,000 and (ii) VIE: Geo-Information Technology for Hazard Risk Assessment, 
$500,000), which amounted to a total of $1,000,000. Combined, a total of $2,000,000 was 
approved by ADB under e-Asia program in 2008-2009. See Table 1 for a list of project 
objectives for 2008-2009. 

 
Table 1. ADB-approved Projects under the e-Asia Program (2008–2009) 

TA Title Objective 

GOK-endorsed in 2008-2009 

Rural ICT Policy Advocacy, Knowledge 
Sharing, and Capacity Building  

To contribute to improving policy, legal, and regulatory environments 
to make them more conducive to the rapid deployment of ICT 
infrastructure and services for rural development. 

Road Database Development Using 
Geographic Information System (GIS) in 
Mongolia 
 

To improve road maintenance management in Mongolia by improving 
road asset management system. 

GOK-endorsed in 2007-2008 

Capacity Building and School Networking 
for Educational Services 

To implement e-learning courses for three core subjects of the 
national test—science, mathematics, and English—for grade 6 
students. 

GOK-endorsed in 2006-2007 

Geo-Information Technology for Hazard 
Risk Assessment 

To enhance the Government’s capability to (i) carry out risk and 
vulnerability assessments, including physical, economic, social, and 
environmental impacts; and (ii) mainstream prevention and 
preparedness activities into the development process. 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for the period July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
15. Knowledge Partnership Program. Three (3) new proposals were endorsed by GOK, of 
which ADB approved two (2) projects for funding in 2008-2009. They are: (i) Partnership for 
Good Governance and Knowledge on Urban Water Management ($500,000) and (ii) Phnom 
Penh Plan for Development Management III ($500,000), which totalled funding for $1,000,000. 
This year, ADB approved four (4) projects that were approved by GOK in 2007-2008. They are: 
(i) Regional Knowledge and Partnership Networks for Poverty Reduction and Inclusive Growth 
($500,000); (ii) Knowledge Transfer for Public Procurement in Nepal ($500,000); (iii) Knowledge 
Sharing on Infrastructure PPPs in Asia ($500,000); and (iv) Governance and Capacity 
Development Initiative (Phase 2) ($500,000), for a total of $2,000,000. ADB also approved one 
(1) GOK-endorsed proposal from 2006-2007, namely, REG: Harmonization of Asian Bond 
Standards which amounted ($500,000). Combined, a total of $2,500,000 was approved by ADB 
under knowledge partnership program in 2008-2009. See Table 2 for a list of ADB-approved 
Knowledge Partnership projects and their objective. 
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Table 2. ADB-approved Projects under the Knowledge Partnership Program (2008–2009) 

TA Title Objective 

GOK-endorsed in 2008-2009 

Partnership for Good Governance and 
Knowledge on Urban Water 
Management  

To (i) build on K-water’s (Korea Water Resources Corporation) 
existing WSS training programs, (ii) package a structured series of 
training programs on WSS management and governance targeting 
WSS operators and organizations as training units, and (iii) establish 
modular training courses involving water sector clients of ADB in 
South Asia. 
 

GMS: Phnom Penh Plan for 
Development Management III 

To build capacities in public policy and development management of 
civil servants and promote regional cooperation in the countries of the 
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS). 
 

GOK-endorsed in 2007-2008 

Regional Knowledge and Partnership 
Networks for Poverty Reduction and 
Inclusive Growth 
 
 

To improve—through knowledge sharing—strategic thinking on 
poverty reduction and inclusive growth. It will generate and share—in 
a regional context—knowledge products in these areas. Through its 
regional website, it will institutionalize a regional knowledge network 
on poverty reduction for Asia and the Pacific. 
 

Knowledge Transfer for Public 
Procurement in Nepal 

To strengthen the procurement capacity of the Government. 

Knowledge Sharing on Infrastructure 
PPPs in Asia (originally proposed as 
PPP Infrastructure Projects) 
 

To strengthen the capacity of DMCs by sharing knowledge and 
experience of successful PPP country frameworks and project case 
studies. 

Governance and Capacity Development 
Initiative (Phase 2) 
 

To assist selected DMCs in responding more effectively to governance 
risks at the country and sector level. 

GOK-endorsed in 2006-2007 

The Harmonization of Asian Bond 
Standards  
 

To promote the development of domestic and regional bond markets 
through four components: (i) harmonizing standards, including 
regulations, practices, and infrastructure, in secondary government 
bond markets, including proposing measures to establish a 
government bond market forum to support the process; (ii) 
harmonizing standards for corporate bonds to facilitate cross-border 
issuance; (iii) strengthening SROs and/or establishing new ones, as 
appropriate, to facilitate the harmonization of corporate bond 
standards and regional bond market integration; and (iv) informing 
institutional investors of updates in the bond market situation and 
initiatives undertaken to achieve an efficient bond market. The report 
will be produced to identify the process to achieve the objectives. 
 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for the period July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
16. Portfolio Distribution. The 10 GOK-endorsed proposals during this period deal with a 
wide range of sectors, mostly focusing on transport and communications (30%). The rest 
involve more than one sector (multisector) (20%); agriculture; transportation and ICT; finance; 
ICT; and water supply, sanitation, and waste management (WSSWM) (10% each). Figure 2 
shows the GOK-endorsed proposals per sector distribution.  
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Figure 2: Sector Distribution of GOK-endorsed Proposals  
(2008-2009) 

 
Source: ADB TA project documents. 

 
17. In terms of country distribution, four (4) GOK-endorsed proposals covered more than 
one DMC while four (4) are country-specific (Cambodia, Indonesia, Mongolia, and Tajikistan). 
See Figure 3 for GOK-approved proposals per country distribution.  

 
Figure 3: Country Distribution of GOK-Approved Proposals  

(2008-2009) 

 
Source: ADB TA project documents. 
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IV.  HIGHLIGHTS OF OVERALL OPERATION OF THE FUND (2006-2009) 
 
18. Approvals. Since 2006, GOK has endorsed a total of 27 proposals amounting to $13.15 
million in total funding. A detailed description of the 27 projects is in Appendix 5. There was a 
slight dip in the number of projects approved by GOK and ADB this year compared to 2007-
2008. This is in contrast to the increase seen in the period between 2006-2007 and 2007-2008. 
Figure 4 shows a comparison of submissions, GOK endorsements, and ADB approvals made 
for each reporting period, from July 2006 to June 2009.  

 
Figure 4: GOK Endorsements and ADB Approvals  

per Program per Year (July 2006-June 2009) 

 
Source: Submission and approval of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
19. For three straight years, there continued to be unequal demand between the knowledge 
partnership and e-Asia programs, based on the proposals submitted and approved for each 
reporting period. Except for the period, 2007-2008, GOK and ADB approval of proposals were 
dominated by projects under the e-Asia program. Figure 5 shows a comparison of accumulated 
proposals endorsed by GOK and approved by ADB under each program, regardless of when 
the proposals were submitted, while Figure 6 shows submissions and approvals per program 
per reporting period since 2006. 
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Figure 5: Accumulated GOK Endorsements and ADB Approvals  
per Program (July 2006–June 2009) 

 
Source: Submission and approval of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
Figure 6: Submissions and Approvals by Program per Year 

(July 2006–June 2009) 

 
Source: Submission and approval of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
 
A. e-Asia Program 
 
20. Completed Project. One project under the program has been completed: RETA 6358: 
Preparing the South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Information Highway 
Project. The project, which covered Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, and India, and aimed to help 
the countries prepare an investment project that will (i) establish robust data interchange 
capacity, with reduced cost and an increase in reliability and competition, replacing some 
microwave facilities and providing efficient access, with redundancy, to submarine cables for 
Bhutan and Nepal; and reduce the dependency on satellite, enhance local peering, and reduce 
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latency; (ii) expand ICT accessibility in remote rural areas in the region through Community e-
Centers, (iii) establish a regional ICT training and research center.  
 

 
Box 1. SASEC Information Highway Project to Connect South Asia 

 
ICTs have the potential to help developing countries connect remote rural areas, overcome 

geographic barriers in providing social services, and create more economic and social 

opportunities. However, as seen in their low ICT penetration ratios, developing countries tend to 

lag behind in ICT infrastructure. In 2002, SASEC performed poorly in terms of ICT access 

compared to East Asia and all of Asia.  

 
 

Telephone Line Density 

(per 100 inhabitants) 

Cellular Mobiles Phone 

Density 

(per 100 inhabitants) 

Internet Users 

(per 10,000 inhabitants) 

SASEC 0.6-4.6 0.2-2.5 18-204 

East Asia >50 >70 5,000 

All Asian countries 13.6 15.0 690 

 
Recognizing the potential benefits of ICT infrastructure to economic and social development, the 

South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) established an ICT working group in 

2003 to strengthen institutional cooperation for ICT undertakings, develop a mechanism for 

discussion, and collectively agree on steps to facilitate cooperation in ICT in the subregion. At the 

first SASEC ICT working group meeting in March 2004, member countries identified lack of 

regional connectivity as a major problem.  There is no direct trunk or satellite telecommunications 

link between Bangladesh and Nepal, Bhutan and Nepal, and Bangladesh and Bhutan. Traffic 

between these countries is routed through a third country and the existing route of transmission of 

regional telecommunications traffic is extremely costly and inefficient, which adds to the cost of 

doing business in the subregion.  

 

Through the e-Asia Fund, ADB supported the preparation of an investment project that will work to 

provide and expand connectivity in the SASEC countries. RETA 6358: Preparing the South Asia 

Subregional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Information Highway Project was approved by GOK 

in November 2006 and by ADB in December 2006. It was completed on 31 December 2008 and 

financially closed on 31 March 2009." The project preparatory technical assistance (PPTA) 

developed an investment plan for the development of an exchange facility, ICT-accessibility in 

village networks, and the development of regional research and training centers."  

 

ADB is supporting the four (4) ensuing projects to RETA 6358: (i) Loan 2397-BAN: SASEC 

Information Highway; (ii) Grant 0098-BHU: SASEC Information Highway; (iii) Grant 0099-NEP: 

SASEC Information Highway; and (iv) TA 6433-REG: SASEC Regional Information and 

Communication Technology & Training Network. 

 
Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officer(s) for July 2008-June 2009; RETA 6358 project documents. 

 
21. Nearly Completed Projects. Three (3) of the 10 ADB-approved projects under this 
program are nearing completion. They are: (i) CAM: Financial Sector Program II Implementation 
($500,000); (ii) KGZ: Business Process Reengineering and Change Management for Tax 
Administration Modernization ($500,000); and (iii) LAO: Piloting Community e-Centers to 
Promote Community Health and Well-being in Lao PDR ($500,000). The total for these projects 
amount to $1,500,000. Table 3 shows details of the accomplishments to date and remaining 
activities of projects under the e-Asia program nearing completion. 
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Table 3. Projects Nearing Completion under the e-Asia Program 
TA Number Project Title Objective Accomplishments and 

Remaining Tasks 

TA 4999-CAM Financial Sector 
Program II 
Implementation 
 

To support the National 
Bank of Cambodia with the 
procurement and installation 
of new integrated IT 
systems for accounting and 
reporting. 

(1) Bidding process for 
hardware and software 
systems for an integrated IT 
accounting system for the core 
central banking functions of 
National Bank of Cambodia 
completed in February 2009; 
(2) Procurement of, and 
installation of hardware 
completed on 22 May 2009; 
(3) Operating system and 
database installed on 3 July 
2009; 
(4) Functional Acceptance 
Testing and users training are 
on-going 
 

TA 4940-KGZ Business Process 
Reengineering and 
Change Management 
for Tax Administration 
Modernization 

To modernize tax 
administration in the Kyrgyz 
Republic through an 
improved business process 
reengineering and change 
management activities. 

(1) Trainings and development 
of training manuals to be 
accomplished during 4th 
Quarter 2009;  
(2) "Main Business Processes 
in Tax Administration of the 
Kyrgyz Republic" document 
finalized on 8 May 2009;  
(3) A change management 
survey was undertaken. A 
follow-up activity, focus group 
discussion, will be held during 
4th Quarter 2009 
 

TA 7058-LAO Piloting Community e-
Centers to Promote 
Community Health and 
Well-being in Lao PDR 

To demonstrate the use of 
e-centers in rural health 
facilities to improve the skills 
of health staff and to 
promote health in rural 
communities. 

Pilot provinces: Savannakhet 
and Xieng Khouang.  
(1) IT network design for 8 
pilot e-Centers almost 
finalized;  
(2) Website for e-health and 
CD-ROMs for health promotion 
and skills training almost 
complete;  
(3) IT and e-health training 
courses content almost 
finalized;  
(4) Installation and training 
schedules almost finalized. 
 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
 

Box 2. e-Asia Helps Modernize National Bank of Cambodia 
 

e-Finance is the provision of financial services and markets using electronic communication and 
computation (through ICTs). Its impact of e-Finance can be seen primarily in the transformation of 
banking and financial services. The Internet and electronic communication have fundamentally altered 
the internal and external processes of the banking industry. Through innovation, such as the 
automated teller machines (ATM) and electronic money transfer services, many services traditionally 
provided by banks are now conveniently available anytime, anywhere. Similarly, financial markets no 
longer need a physical place, as trading systems for equities, bonds, and foreign exchange are now 



   

15 
 

supported electronically.  
 
ADB, through the e-Asia Fund, supported TA 4940-CAM: Financial Sector Program II Implementation 
by financing the cost of hiring two IT experts to help the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) with the 
procurement and installation of hardware and software for an integrated IT accounting system that will 
facilitate core central banking functions. The main components include upgrading the payment, 
clearance and settlement system (PCSS) as well as consultation with the banking sector to come to 
an agreement on concepts and amendments to the legal and regulatory framework to support 
changes as a result on introducing the ICT-enabled upgrade. To ensure the buy-in of key 
stakeholders, commercial banks have individually signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
with the NBC for the implementation of the payment system upgrade. 
 
With the keen support of the NBC staff, the TA was able to successfully complete the bidding process 
for the hardware and software systems in February 2009. Procurement and installation of the 
hardware was accomplished on 22 May 2009, and the operating system and database were installed 
on 3 July 2009. As of end-June 2009, functional acceptance testing and users training were being 
implemented. 
 

Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s) for July 2008-June 2009; TA 4940-CAM project documents. 

 
 

Box 3. Reform from Within: Improving Kyrgyz Tax Administration  
through Business Process Reengineering and Change Management 

 
Reform is achieved through the transformation of institutions—their mindset, processes, and capacity 
to produce outcomes. 
 
The Fund provided support to TA 4999-KGZ: Business Process Reengineering and Change 
Management for Tax Administration Modernization to equip the Kyrgyz government, the State 
Committee for Taxes and Collections, with the capacity to handle reforms necessary to modernize the 
tax administration system. 
 
The major components of TA 4999 are to upgrade the skills of State Committee on Taxes and. 
Collections (SCTC) staff in basic and advanced ICT, reengineering of SCTC business processes, and 
implementation of SCTC change management program. As of end-June 2009, the document “Main 
Business Processes in Tax Administration of the Kyrgyz Republic” was finalized on 8 May 2009, 
training and training manuals were being completed, and a change management survey has been 
completed, with follow-up activities scheduled for the 4th quarter of 2009. A key success factor for the 
accomplishment of these tasks and the efficient utilization of funds was the hiring of a capable local 
consultant who was able to handle the critical tasks, without necessitating the engagement of an 
international consultant—a problem often encountered by DMCs undergoing reform. Since the local 
consultant was able to provide expert technical advice with a good grasp of country context, the TA 
was able to accomplish its target outputs and have significant savings in the TA, as well. 
 

Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s) for July 2008-June 2009; TA 4999-KGZ project documents. 

 
22. Mid-Completed Project. Two (2) projects under the e-Asia program have made mid-
term accomplishments, as of end-June 2009. They are: (i) IND: Deploying Innovative ICT for 
Supporting e-Governance in Assam and (ii) THA: Capacity Building and School Networking for 
Educational Services (e-learning) in Thailand.  
 

Table 4. Projects in Mid-term Implementation under the e-Asia Program 
TA Number Project Title Objective Accomplishments and 

Remaining Tasks 

TA 4989-IND Deploying Innovative 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) for 
Supporting e-
Governance in Assam 

To (i) reduce the digital 
divide by expanding the 
Assam Wide Area Network 
(ASWAN) for e-governance 
delivery in rural areas, 
improve ICT accessibility, 

(1)  Draft investment plan, and 
regulatory and institutional 
framework were being 
prepared, as of end-June 2009 
(2)  Feasibility study for 
selecting the mode for last 
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and develop e-governance 
applications to be identified 
by the National e-
Governance Plan (NeGP); 
(ii) improve the legal, 
regulatory, and institutional 
framework for e-
governance, and ICT 
accessibility and expansion; 
and (iii) enhance 
institutional capacity and 
human resources for 
operating e-governance 
applications and managing 
ICT infrastructure. 
 

mile connectivity already 
chosen; to be further 
developed for expansion of the 
Assam State Wide Area 
Network 
(3) Vendor for the Pilot Project 
in designated areas selected 
and contracted 
(4)  Installation of facilities 
projected to be completed by 
February 2010 
 

TA 7133-THA Capacity Building and 
School Networking for 
Educational Services 
(e-learning) in Thailand 
 

To implement e-learning 
courses for three core 
subjects of the national 
test—science, mathematics, 
and English—for grade 6 
students. 
 

(1) 30 e-learning course 
modules for three subjects 
almost completed 
(2) e-learning system, 
including a training module, 
80% completed 
(3) networking conference for 
demonstration school in initial 
stage 
 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
 

Box 4. ICT: Enhancing Learning for Students and Teachers in Thailand 
 

e-Education is the use of technology to provide wider access to education services and improve the 
education system with the aim of increasing human capacity, produce high quality labor, and 
technological innovation—three factors that are crucial to economic growth. A component of e-
Education that focuses on using modern technology and innovative approaches to facilitate and 
improve the learning process of students and teachers is called e-learning.  
 
Upon the request of the Government of Thailand, ADB provided grant financing to support the 
development of e-learning curricula and a school networking program for education services at the 
elementary school level. E-learning is envisioned to enable teachers from “best-practice schools” 
share expertise, knowledge, and teaching methods, and for students to learn from different 
educational innovations. It can also help widen access to training for the teaching professionals and 
better curricula for students. 
 
As of end-June 2009, TA 7133-THA: Capacity Building and School Networking for Educational 
Services (e-learning) in Thailand has facilitated a survey workshop for 150 teachers from 50 
participating schools to develop a concept for the course content of 30 e-learning modules. During 
the second workshop, the teachers familiarized themselves with the e-learning content page and 
system. Many schools have reported starting to use some of the e-learning materials to teach their 
students. A good number of teachers from these schools have sent positive feedback about the 
usefulness of the e-learning modules as a teaching material.  
 
On 9 October 2009, the ADB Thailand Resident Mission, through its country director, received an 
award from the Prime Minister of Thailand, H.E. Mr.Abhisit Vejjajiva, as one of the supporters of the 
“Electronics Learning and Information Network Center” project. The awarding ceremony was held at the 
Chulalongkorn Elementary Demonstration School and was attended by key stakeholders. The prime 
minister led the unveiling of the Center’s nameplate and was guest of honor during an exhibition 
visit. 
 

Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s) for July 2008-June 2009; TA 7133-THA project documents. 
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B. Knowledge Partnership Program 
 
23. Nearly Completed Project. Three (3) of the 10 ADB-approved projects under this 
program are near to completion. They are: (i) REG: Knowledge Sharing on Infrastructure Public 
Private Partnerships Asia ($500,000); (ii) REG: Promoting Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement in Asia (AECEN) ($150,000); and (iii) MON: Customs Modernization Project 
($500,000). See Table 5 for details of project accomplishments and remaining activities. 
 

Table 5. Projects Nearing Completion under the Knowledge Partnership Program 
TA Number Project Title Objective Accomplishments and Remaining 

Tasks 

Grant 0070 
(under Loan 
2307) 

Customs 
Modernization Project 
(original proposal: 
Strengthening 
Governance to 
Improve Revenue 
Collection) 

To ensure the successful 
completion of the Project by 
strengthening the institutional 
and human capacity of 
Mongolian Customs General 
Administration in project 
implementation. 

(1) Regional seminar on Customs 
Modernization (Change 
management, risk management, etc.) 
held in Dornod in March 2009;  
(2) Training on establishing new 
CAIS and improvement of customs 
infrastructure planned for the Q4 
2009 and Q1 2010;  
(3) Two workshops (05 May 2009 
and 5 June 2009) on  Inter-agency 
coordination;  
4) Two consultative meetings on 
Information Exchange and HS within 
framework of the new Customs 
Automated Information System 
(CAIS) were organized for Customs 
officials, Customs brokers and 
Freight forwarders 
 

TA 6419-
REG 

Promoting 
Environmental 
Compliance and 
Enforcement in Asia 
(AECEN) 

To enable members of the Asian 
Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Network (AECEN) 
to adopt the principles and good 
practices of environmental 
compliance and enforcement 
(ECE). It aims to contribute to 
the strengthening of enforcement 
of environmental laws and 
regulations by environmental 
agencies and improving 
compliance in the region. 
 

(1) Enhanced AECEN website 
currently on beta server; 
(2) Compendium on Principles and 
Good Practices on Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement 
currently in Module of Good ECE 
Practices on enhanced AECEN 
website; 
(3) Over 120 participants from PRC 
and AECEN members participated in 
Forum 

TA 6492-
REG 

Knowledge Sharing on 
Infrastructure PPPs in 
Asia 

To strengthen the capacity of 
DMCs by sharing knowledge and 
experience of successful PPP 
country frameworks and project 
case studies 

(1) DMC policymaker workshop 
conducted;  
(2) Report on study on PPP policy 
and the legal, institutional, and 
financial framework in the Republic of 
Korea, and case studies almost 
complete 
 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
 

Box 5. PPP Approach to Infrastructure Development: Learning from Cross-Country Experiences  
 
Public–private partnership (PPP) can be an effective tool to promote infrastructure development that is 
essential for economic growth, as shown by the experience of the Republic of Korea. This approach is 
also identified in ADB’s long-term strategic framework 2008–2020 (Strategy 2020) as a means for DMCs 
to increase growth and investments. 
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In line with this, RETA 6492 was approved for funding under the Knowledge Partnership program to 
strengthen the capacity of DMCs by sharing knowledge and experience of successful PPP country 
frameworks and project case studies. A major component of this program is conducting a study that (a) 
brings out the salient features of the PPP policy and the legal, institutional, and financial framework in the 
Republic of Korea; (b) captures the successful experience in two representative infrastructure PPP 
projects that were developed under this framework; and (c) compares and contrasts the success factors of 
the Korean model with the experience of 4–5 other DMCs, such as the PRC, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
and Thailand, to bring out similarities and differences, including pitfalls. 
 
In May 2009, the RETA conducted a workshop for DMC policymakers to (a) disseminate the findings of 
the study and (b) provide a platform to share similar successful experiences of both PPP frameworks and 
infrastructure projects in other DMCs. The event was attended by policymakers from DMCs across the 
Asia Pacific region and Latin America, as well as developed countries such as United Kingdom, Australia, 
Spain and Greece, who shared and compared their experiences in infrastructure development through a 
PPP approach. The cross-country comparison discussed (i) policy provisions, (ii) project development 
approach, (iii) project development funding, (iv) procurement, (v) institutional set up, (vi) financial 
incentives provided during project development and implementation, (vii) regulatory arrangements, and 
(viii) comments on success factors or constraining factors.  In her keynote speech at the workshop, ADB 
Vice President Ursula Schäfer-Preuss emphasized the three main measures for governments and 
development partners to enter into PPPs for infrastructure: (1) to attract much-needed private capital 
investments; (2) to promote greater efficiency; and (3) to reform sectors through a enhancement of roles, 
incentives, and accountability. 

 
Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s); RETA 6492 project documents. 

 
24. Mid Completed Project. Three (3) projects have made mid-term accomplishments, 
which include: (i) REG: The Harmonization of Asian Bond Standards ($500,000); (ii) NEP: 
Knowledge Transfer for Public Procurement in Nepal ($500,000); and (iii) REG: Partnership for 
Good Governance and Knowledge on Urban Water Management ($500,000).  
 

Table 6. Projects in Mid-term Implementation under the Knowledge Partnership Program 
TA Number Project Title Objective Accomplishments and Remaining 

Tasks 

TA 6514-
REG 
 

The Harmonization of 
Asian Bond Standards 
 

To promote the development of 
domestic and regional bond 
markets by: (i) harmonizing 
standards, including regulations, 
practices, and infrastructure, in 
secondary government bond 
markets; (ii) harmonizing 
standards for corporate bonds to 
facilitate cross-border issuance; 
(iii) strengthening SROs and/or 
establishing new ones, as 
appropriate, to facilitate the 
harmonization of corporate bond 
standards and regional bond 
market integration; and (iv) 
informing institutional investors 
of updates in the bond market 
situation and initiatives 
undertaken to achieve an 
efficient bond market. 
 

Assessments expected to be 
completed simultaneously by 
February 2010: 
(1) Harmonizing bond standards in 
secondary government bond markets 
across the region;  
(2) Harmonizing corporate bond 
standards to facilitate the cross-
border issuance of corporate bonds; 
(3) Strengthening existing self-
regulating organizations and 
establishment of new ones to support 
the harmonization of corporate bond 
standards and regional bond market 
integration,  
 

TA 7111-
NEP 

Knowledge Transfer 
for Public Procurement 
in Nepal 

To strengthen the procurement 
capacity of the Government. 

(1) Draft standard bidding documents 
(SBD), for review; 
(2) procurement design, currently 
being tested; 
(3) Procurement website design 
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completed and being tested; 
(4) Training for trainers and 
government staff on the requirements 
of the Public Procurement Act and 
Regulations; 
(5) e-Procurement strategy prepared 
and disseminated during the 
workshop to solicit feedback from key 
stakeholders 
 

TA 6523-
REG 

Partnership for Good 
Governance and 
Knowledge on Urban 
Water Management 
 

To (i) build on K-water’s (Korea 
Water Resources Corporation) 
existing WSS training programs, 
(ii) package a structured series 
of training programs on WSS 
management and governance 
targeting WSS operators and 
organizations as training units, 
and (iii) establish modular 
training courses involving water 
sector clients of ADB in South 
Asia. 
 

(1) Thimphu, Bhutan selected for 
the first water operator training where 
training framework will be tested. 
Participants to include middle and 
high level managers; Diagnosis 
report submitted; Long-term and 
short-term action plans were 
prepared at the end of the training.  
The second city appropriate for 
training is being considered. Initial 
plan was to carry out training of 2 
water utility operators in parallel. 
Training will now take place one city 
after another due to heavy 
preparation involved for each city's 
utility conditions). 
(2) Establish the groundwork for a 
sustainable and effective capacity 
development and training program on 
urban water and sanitation 
management and governance, which 
is crucial for water utility operators to 
undertake on a regular basis 
 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for July 2008-June 2009; ADB TA project documents. 

 
 

Box 6. Knowledge-Sharing Toward Efficient Urban Water Management 
 
With development comes the fast growth of cities and the urban population throughout Asia, which 
entail challenges to basic needs, such as potable water. This is encapsulated in the Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG) of “halving the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe 
drinking water or basic sanitation by 2015.” For years now, urban water supply and sanitation (WSS) 
improvement has consistently been at the heart of the international development agenda, but capacity 
development programs are typically focused on training individual staff. Recognizing that water system 
improvements can only be achieved when various interlinked factors are coordinated, RETA 6523, a 
regional capacity development technical assistance (TA), was approved under the Knowledge 
Partnership Fund to improve the effectiveness and sustainability of capacity  development programs 
by targeting water operators as a training unit. 
 
This TA aims to (i) build on the existing WSS training programs of the Korea Water Resources 
Corporation (K-water), (ii) package a structured series of training programs on WSS management and 
governance targeting WSS operators and organizations as training units, and (iii) establish modular 
training courses involving water sector clients of ADB in South Asia. 
 
The water utility operator of Thimphu, Bhutan was selected to test the training framework developed 
under the RETA. The workshop, to be held in August and September 2009, will include participants 
from middle to high level managers. Long-term and short-term action plans will be prepared at the end 
of the training.   
 
The second city appropriate for training is already being considered. This veered away from the 
original plan to carry out the training of two water utility operators in parallel, based on the assessment 
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that heavy preparations are needed for each city's utility conditions. 
 
With the pilot-testing of this approach, the TA is helping establish the groundwork for a sustainable and 
effective capacity development and training program on urban water and sanitation management and 
governance, beginning in South Asian cities. 
 

Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s); RETA 6492 project documents. 

 
 
C.  Portfolio Distribution 
 
25. GOK-endorsed proposals in the period 2006–2009 covered various sectors: finance 
(19%); law, economic management, and public policy, and transportation and communication 
(15% each); and multisector (11%), as shown in Figure 7.  
 

Figure 7: Sector Distribution of GOK-endorsed Proposals  
per Amount (2006-2009) 

 
Source: GOK endorsements made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
26. Table 7 shows the distribution per sector of GOK-endorsed projects, which cover 13 
sectors, dominated by finance, with six (6) projects. In the third year of the Fund, ADB continued 
to help countries benefit from innovative technologies and strategies in a growing number of 
sectors. In terms of country distribution, 16 GOK-approved proposals are country-specific while 
11 projects will benefit various countries in the region. See Table 8 for country distribution.   
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Table 7. Sector Distribution of GOK-endorsed Proposals  
per Number of Approvals (2006-2009) 

Sector No. of Approvals 

Finance 6 

Law, Economic Management, and Public Policy 4 

Transport and Communications 3 

Multisector 3 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 2 

Public sector management 2 

ICT 2 

Education 1 

Health, Nutrition & Social Protection 1 

Trade 1 

Transport and ICT 1 

Water supply, sanitation, and water management 1 

Total 27 

Source: GOK endorsement of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
Table 8. Country Distribution of GOK-endorsed Proposals (2006-2009) 

Country No. 

Regional 11 

Cambodia 3 

Mongolia 3 

Armenia 1 

India 1 

Indonesia 1 

Kyrgyzstan 1 

Lao PDR 1 

Nepal 1 

Philippines 1 

Tajikistan 1 

Thailand 1 

Viet Nam 1 

Total  27 

Source: GOK endorsement of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2009. 

 
 

V.  CONCLUSION 
 
27. During its three-year operation, from July 2006 to June 2009, the Fund commitment 
(GOK-endorsed amount) has reached a total of $13.15 million for 27 proposals. Among them, 
ADB approved 20 projects in the amount of $9.65 million, as of 30 June 2009, or a 74% 
approval rate. This demonstrates an overall increased efficiency of ADB in processing and 
approval of accumulated GOK-endorsed proposals over the years. Among the 20 ADB-
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approved projects, seven (7) or 35% of projects are successfully completed or nearing 
completion.  
 
28. The experience of projects under the e-Asia program affirm that ICT is a powerful driver 
of economic growth, as it has the potential to facilitate faster and efficient business processes, 
transactions and trade. ICT can also support and promote growth by making government 
mandates, such as tax administration, more efficient, cost-effective, and transparent. This 
entails not only the installation of ICT systems, but also improving internal processes and 
building the capacity of institutions to successfully adapt to changes brought about by ICT-
enabled reform. The experience of projects under the knowledge partnership program 
demonstrated the value-added of sharing of good practices and common experience among 
DMCs in the areas of infrastructure public-private partnership, environmental compliance and 
enforcement, urban water management, harmonization of Asian bond standards, public 
procurement, customs modernization, and innovation policy and practices. 
 
29. During the next period of the Fund’s operation, good practices, innovative approaches, 
and lessons learned will be further captured and packaged for wide dissemination to countries 
in Asia and the Pacific.  
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Appendix 1 
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT FUND 

FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
E-ASIA AND KNOWLEDGE PARTNERSHIP FUND 

STATUS OF GRANT (CONTRIBUTION) 
30 June 2009 

(Amounts in US dollar) 
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Appendix 2 
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 
Statement of TA Expenditures 

e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund 
As of 30 June 2009 

(Amounts in US dollar) 
 

TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

Amount 
(US$) 

Cumulative 
disbursement as of 
June 30 2009 (US$) 

Balance (US$) Projected 
Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009) 

(US$) 

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
(US$) 

 TA 6358 1. South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) Information Highway  

1-Dec-06    500,000.00  453,394.00 46,606.00 0.00 
N/A  

(project is closed)   

Grant 0070 
(under 
Loan 2307) 

2. Customs Modernization 
Project (original proposal: 
Strengthening Governance to 
Improve Revenue Collection)  

20-Dec-06    500,000.00  209,741.00 290,259.00 58,400.00 231,859.00  

TA 4940 3. Business Process 
Reengineering and Change 
Management for Tax 
Administration Modernization  

14-Jun-07    500,000.00  172,530.000 327,470.00 100,000.00 227,470.00  

TA 4989 4. Deploying Innovative 
Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) for Supporting e-
Governance in Assam  

15-Nov-07    500,000.00  81,007.00 418,993.00 261,000.00 157,993.00  

TA 6419 5. Promoting Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement 
in Asia (AECEN) 16-Nov-07    150,000.00  96,457.00 53,543.00 11,384.00 42,159.00  

TA 4999 
(Piggy-
backed to 
Loan 2378) 

6. Financial Sector Program 
II Implementation (original 
proposal: Implementation 
Support for the 
Computerization of the 
National Bank of Cambodia) 

6-Dec-07    500,000.00  422,134.00 77,866.00 60,000.00 17,866.00  

TA 6426 7. Knowledge-Sharing 
Program Using Good Asian 
Practices in Innovation and 
Development  

11-Dec-07    500,000.00  371,860.00 128,140.00 20,000.00 108,140.00  
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TA 7058 8. Piloting Community e-
Centers to Promote 
Community Health and Well-
being in Lao PDR  

 

29-Jan-08    500,000.00  230,531.00 269,469.00 199,859.00 69,610.00  

TA 4293 9. e-Tools for Community 
Focused Urban Poverty 
Reduction in the Philippines 

27-Jun-08    500,000.00  123,156.00 376,844.00 376,844.00 -   

TA 7111 10. Knowledge Transfer for 
Public Procurement in Nepal  31-Jul-08    500,000.00  77,749.00 422,251.00 30,000.00              392,251.00  

TA 7133 11. Capacity Building and 
School Networking for 
Educational Services (e-
learning) in Thailand  

19-Sep-08    500,000.00  46,048.00 453,952.00 170,000.00 283,952.00  

TA 6492 12. Knowledge Sharing on 
Infrastructure PPPs in Asia  7-Oct-08    500,000.00  11,103.00 488,897.00 460,000.00 28,897.00  

TA 6502 13. Regional Knowledge and 
Partnership Networks for 
Poverty Reduction and 
Inclusive Growth  

14-Nov-08    500,000.00  153,652.00 346,348.00 100,000.00 246,348.00  

TA 7220 14. Geo-Information 
Technology for Hazard Risk 
Assessment  

8-Dec-08    500,000.00  0.00 500,000.00 52,000.00 448,000.00  

TA 6514 15. The Harmonization of 
Asian Bond Standards  16-Dec-08    500,000.00  43,109.00 431,272.44 114,970.00 316,302.44  

TA 6513 16. Rural ICT Policy 
Advocacy, Knowledge 
Sharing, and Capacity 
Building  

18-Dec-08    500,000.00  29,861.00 470,139.00 209,379.00 260,760.00  

TA 6523 17. Partnership for Good 
Governance and Knowledge 
on Urban Water Management  19-Jan-09    500,000.00  100,000.00 400,000.00 50,000.00 

              
350,000.00  

TA 7277 18. Governance and Capacity 
Development Initiative (Phase 
2) 

28-Apr-09    500,000.00  0.00 0.00 0.00 
   

-   

TA 6407 19. Phnom Penh Plan for 
Development Management III 12-May-09    500,000.00  25,464.00 474,536.00 227,400.00 247,136.00   
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TA 7297 20. Road Database 
Development Using 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS) in Mongolia 

9-Jun-09    500,000.00  0.00 500,000.00 258,000.00              242,000.00  

   9,650,000.00 2,647,796.56   7,002,203.44  2,759,236.00  4,196,361.44  

Source: Progress reports submitted by the project officer(s) as of 30 June 2009.
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PROCESSING PROCEDURE FOR THE E-ASIA AND KNOWLEDGE PARTNERSHIP FUND 
Project Processing Procedure 

 
1. Concept Preparation 

 
1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) project officer who plans to apply for the Fund must 
prepare a concept paper using ADB’s template.  
 

2. Concept Review 
 
2.  ADB has established a Review Committee (RC) for the Fund. The RC acts as a 
technical advisory group for quality assurance of the projects under the Fund as follows. The 
RC will be chaired by Deputy Director General, Regional and Sustainable Development 
Department (RSDD). It is comprised of one representative from each regional department and a 
representative from Office of Information Systems and Technology (OIST) and the Central 
Operations Service Office (COSO). 
 
3. Prior to interdepartmental review following ADB’s new business process6, the concerned 
RC must assess if the concept paper meets the country eligibility and project criteria and makes 
recommendations on whether the concept paper is accepted, needs revision, or rejected, and/or 
provides technical comments and suggestions, if necessary. For this screening, the concept 
paper together with a cost estimate table, a design and monitoring framework, and an 
information and communication technology (ICT) classification sheet (only for e-Asia program) 
must be sent to RSDD for the coordination with the concerned RC. An RC meeting will be 
organized when there are conflicting views among the committee members and will be called on 
by Deputy Director General, RSDD.  
 
4. Upon the clearance from the concerned RC, ADB project officer must circulate the 
revised concept paper to other key support departments7

 that are not included in the concerned 
RC for the interdepartmental comments.  

 
3. Concept Clearance 

 
5. The concept paper must then be cleared by the respective Vice–President (VP) or for 
departments reporting directly to the President, by the Managing–Director General (MD) subject 
to endorsement of funding from the Government of Korea.8

 Those concept papers, already 
included the country partnership strategy (formerly country strategy and program) or its annual 
updates, and the regional cooperation strategy and program or its annual updates, do not need 
to be cleared again by the respective VP or by the MD. 

 

                                                
6 ADB. 2006. Further Enhancing Country Strategy and Program and Business Processes. 
7 Key support departments include Economic and Research Department (ERD), Operations Evaluation Department (OED), Regional 
and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD), Central Operations Service Office (COSO), Office of Cofinancing Operations 
(OCO), and Office of the General Counsel (OGC). 
8  Concept clearance by department grouping as follows: Office of the Vice–President Operations 1 (South Asia Regional 
Department [SARD], Central and West Asia [CWRD], Private Sector Operations Department [PSOD]); Office of the Vice–President 
Operations 2 (East Asia Regional Department [EARD], Southeast Asia Regional Department [SERD], Pacific Regional Department 
[PARD], COSO); Vice President–Knowledge Management & Sustainable Department [VP–KM&SD] (RSDD, ERD, OCO); and 
Managing Director (Department of External Relations [DER], Office of the Auditor-General [OAG], Office of Regional Economic 
Integration [OREI], Strategy and Policy Department [SPD], Office of the Special Project Facilitator (OSPF), Risk Management Unit 
[RMU]). 
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4. Proposal Preparation 
 

6. Upon concept clearance, ADB project officers must submit (i) the cleared concept paper 
(with a copy of the memo indicating concept clearance), (ii) the design and monitoring 
framework, (iii) cost estimate table, and (iv) ICT classification sheet only for e-Asia program 
(attached), from the concerned Director to DDG, RSDD.  
 

5. Endorsement by the Government 
 

7. RSDD will submit the proposal to the Government for endorsement. The Government 
will review the proposals within 45 calendar days from the date of submission. In the event the 
Government does not respond within the indicated time period, the proposal will be considered 
as endorsed by the Government for financing under the Fund.  
 

6. Project Processing 
 
8. Upon the endorsement of the Government, ADB project officer will process the proposal 
following ADB TA or loan processing procedures with some modification as appropriate. 
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CONCEPT PAPER TEMPLATE 
 

DESIGN AND MONITORING FRAMEWORK 
 

COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCING PLAN 
 

e-ASIA PROGRAM ICT CLASSIFICATION SHEET  
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e-ASIA AND KNOWLEDGE PARTNERSHIP FUND ANNUAL PROJECT STATUS REPORT 
TEMPLATE  

 
A.  Basic TA Information 
TA 
Number: 
  

Responsible Task Officer, Project Analyst 
and Division:   
Project officer: 
Position: 
Division: 
Email: 
Tel. No.: 
Fax No.: 
 

Country & Region:   
 

Project Title:   
 
Amount:
  

Total TA amount: US$_________________ 
e-Asia/KPF Fund 
Contribution: 

e-Asia: US$_____________ KPF: US$_____________ 

ADB concept approval date: _______________ ADB project approval date: _______________ 
GOK approval date: _______________               Project commencement date: 
_______________ 
Links to ADB Portfolio:   
 
Links to Project-related documents (if available): 
 
Executing Agency:    
 
Implementing Agency(ies):    
Contact person: 
Position: 
Email: 
Tel. No.: 
Fax No.: 
 
 
B.  TA Implementation Status 
Period of Reporting:  

Summary of Status (pls. tick  � as 
appropriate):  

 Inception phase 
 Mid-term accomplishments 
 Near completion of TA implementation 
 TA implementation completed (Financially 

NOT yet closed) 

 
  TA 100% Completed & Closed –  

Date Completed: _________________ 

Date of Financial Closing: _________ 

Objective:   

 

Project Components  Targeted/Expected Accomplishment  Notes – Remarks: 
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Output (%) Rating9 
     

     

     

     

     

 
C. Fund Utilization 
Disbursements: 

• Cumulative Disbursements (as of June 30, 2009): US$_____________ 

• Balance: US$_____________ 

• Projected Disbursements (July-Dec 2009): US$ _____________                                            

Notes – Remarks: 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Major Issues/Problems 

Problems / Issues Action Taken / Proposed 

  

  

  

Comments, Suggestions, and Remarks, if any:   
 
 
 
E. Project Highlights and Accomplishments 

Component/Objective Impact/Outcome10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Prepared 
by: 

Name/Position Division Signature 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
Please send this report by e-mail to Ms. Mary Grace P. Mirandilla (mmirandilla@adb.org) 
with copy to Ms. Hyunjung Lee (hjlee@adb.org).  
 

Thank you for your support.

                                                
9 HS = Highly satisfactory, S = Satisfactory, PS = Partly Satisfactory, U = Unsatisfactory. 
10 Please provide a brief summary of impact and outcome to date, vis-à-vis project objectives, if applicable. 
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Appendix 5 
 

e-ASIA AND KNOWLEDGE PARTNERSHIP FUND APPROVED PROJECTS 
JULY 2006–JUNE 2009 

TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 

Amount  
(US$ 
'000) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval Date 
by ADB 

Grant 0070 
(under 
Loan 
2307) 

1.    Customs Modernization 
Project (original proposal: 
Strengthening Governance to 
Improve Revenue Collection)  

MON Trade To ensure the successful completion 
of the Project by strengthening the 
institutional and human capacity of 
Mongolian Customs General 
Administration in project 
implementation. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 13-Nov-06 20-Dec-06 

 TA 6358 2.    South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) Information Highway  

Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, 
India and 
Nepal 

ICT To help SASEC countries prepare 
an investment project that will (i) 
establish data interchange capacity 
for the four SASEC members with 
reduced cost and an increase in 
reliability and competition; (ii) 
expand information and 
communications technology (ICT) 
accessibility in remote rural areas in 
the region by establishing village 
networks for SASEC regional village 
communities; and (iii) establish a 
regional ICT training and research 
center to provide a focal point for 
teaching, research, professional 
development, and industry and 
government advice. 

e-Asia 500 12-Nov-06 1-Dec-06 

TA 7220 3.    Geo-Information 
Technology for Hazard Risk 
Assessment  

VIE Agriculture and 
natural 
resources 

To enhance the Government’s 
capability to (i) carry out risk and 
vulnerability assessments, including 
physical, economic, social, and 
environmental impacts; and (ii) 
mainstream 
prevention and preparedness 
activities into the development 
process. 

e-Asia 500 12-Nov-06 8-Dec-08 
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TA 6514 4.    The Harmonization of 
Asian Bond Standards  

Asia Pacific 
Region 

Finance To promote the development of 
domestic and regional bond 
marketsby: (i) harmonizing 
standards, including regulations, 
practices, and infrastructure, in 
secondary government bond 
markets; (ii) harmonizing standards 
for corporate bonds to facilitate 
cross-border issuance; (iii) 
strengthening SROs and/or 
establishing new ones, as 
appropriate, to facilitate the 
harmonization of corporate bond 
standards and regional bond market 
integration; and (iv) informing 
institutional investors of updates in 
the bond market situation and 
initiatives undertaken to achieve an 
efficient bond market. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 20-Dec-06 16-Dec-08 

TA 4999 
(Piggy-
backed to 
Loan 
2378) 

5.    Financial Sector 
Program II Implementation 
(original proposal: 
Implementation Support for the 
Computerization of the National 
Bank of Cambodia) 

CAM Finance To support the National Bank of 
Cambodia with the procurement of 
and installation of the new 
integrated IT systems for accounting 
and reporting.  

e-Asia 500 23-Jan-07 6-Dec-07 

TA 4940 6.    Business Process 
Reengineering and Change 
Management for Tax 
Administration Modernization  

KGZ Finance To support the aim to modernize tax 
administration in Kyrgyz through an 
improved business process 
reengineering and change 
management activities. 

e-Asia 500 6-Apr-07 14-Jun-07 

TA 6426 7.    Knowledge-Sharing 
Program Using Good Asian 
Practices in Innovation and 
Development  

REG Law, economic 
management, 
and public policy 

To strengthen the capacity of 
DMC policy makers, primarily 
government officials responsible for 
economic planning and policy 
making or specialized technology 
and innovation policy, to design and 
implement homegrown public 
policies on technology and 
innovation. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 11-Dec-07 11-Dec-07 
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TA 6419 10.  Promoting 
Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement in Asia (AECEN) 

REG Public Sector 
Management 

To enable members of the Asian 
Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement Network (AECEN) to 
adopt the principles and good 
practices of environmental 
compliance and enforcement (ECE). 
It aims to contribute to the 
strengthening of enforcement of 
environmental laws and regulations 
by environmental agencies and 
improving compliance in the region. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

150 19-Oct-07 16-Nov-07 

TA 7058 8.    Piloting Community e-
Centers to Promote Community 
Health and Well-being in Lao 
PDR  

LAO Health To demonstrate the use of e-centers 
in rural health facilities to improve 
the skills of health staff and to 
promote health in rural communities. 

e-Asia 500 21-Aug-07 29-Jan-08 

TA 6502 9.    Regional Knowledge and 
Partnership Networks for 
Poverty Reduction and 
Inclusive Growth  

REG Law, economic 
management, 
and public policy 

To improve—through knowledge 
sharing—strategic thinking on 
poverty reduction and inclusive 
growth. It will generate and share—
in a regional context— 
knowledge products in these areas. 
Through its regional website, it will 
institutionalize a regional knowledge 
network on poverty reduction for 
Asia and the Pacific. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 4-Oct-07 14-Nov-08 

TA 4989 11.  IND: Deploying 
Innovative Information and 
Communication Technology 
(ICT) for Supporting e-
Governance in Assam  

IND Finance To (i) reduce the digital divide by 
expanding the Assam Wide Area 
Network (ASWAN) for e-governance 
delivery in rural areas, improve ICT 
accessibility, and develop e-
governance applications to be 
identified by the National e-
Governance Plan (NeGP); (ii) 
improve the legal, regulatory, and 
institutional framework for e-
governance, and ICT accessibility 
and expansion; and (iii) enhance 
institutional capacity and human 
resources for operating e-
governance applications and 
managing ICT infrastructure.  

e-Asia 500 18-Oct-07 15-Nov-07 
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TA 4293 12.  e-Tools for Community 
Focused Urban Poverty 
Reduction in the Philippines 

PHI Finance To help the Government strengthen 
systems within the Development 
Bank of the Philippines (DBP), 
Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council (HUDCC), 
local government units (LGUs), and 
microfinance institutions (MFIs) to 
formulate projects and financing 
appropriate to the housing needs of 
the poor. 

e-Asia 500 11-Apr-08 27-Jun-08 

TA 7133 13.  Capacity Building and 
School Networking for 
Educational Services (e-
learning) in Thailand  

THA Education To implement e-learning courses for 
three core subjects of the national 
test—science, mathematics, and 
English—for grade 6 students. 

e-Asia 500 11-Feb-08 19-Sep-08 

TA 7111 14.  Knowledge Transfer for 
Public Procurement in Nepal  

NEP Law, economic 
management, 
and public policy 

To strengthen the procurement 
capacity of the Government. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 16-Apr-08 31-Jul-08 

TA 6492 15.  Knowledge Sharing on 
Infrastructure PPPs in Asia  

REG Multisector 
(water supply, 
sanitation, and 
waste 
management; 
transport and 
communications
; industry and 
trade) 

To strengthen the capacity of DMCs 
by sharing knowledge and 
experience of successful PPP 
country frameworks and project 
case studies. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 5-Jun-08 7-Oct-08 

TA 6513 16.  Rural ICT Policy 
Advocacy, Knowledge Sharing, 
and Capacity Building  

REG Multisector To contribute to improving policy, 
legal, and regulatory environments 
to make them more conducive to the 
rapid deployment of ICT 
infrastructure and services for rural 
development. 

e-Asia 500 14-Jul-08 18-Dec-08 
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TA 6523 17.  Partnership for Good 
Governance and Knowledge on 
Urban Water Management  

REG Water supply, 
sanitation, and 
waste 
management 

To (i) build on K-water’s (Korea 
Water Resources Corporation) 
existing WSS training programs, (ii) 
package a structured series of 
training programs on WSS 
management and governance 
targeting WSS operators and 
organizations as training units, and 
(iii) establish modular training 
courses involving water sector 
clients of ADB in South Asia. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 1-Dec-08 19-Jan-09 

TA 7277 18.  Governance and 
Capacity Development Initiative 
(Phase 2) 

REG Public Sector 
Management 

To assist selected DMCs in 
responding more effectively to 
governance risks at the country and 
sector level.  

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 22-Feb-08 28-Apr-09 

TA 7297 19.  Road Database 
Development Using 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS) in Mongolia 

MON Transport and 
ICT  

To improve road asset management 
system in order to improve road 
maintenance management in 
Mongolia.  

e-Asia 500 8-Apr-09 9-Jun-09 

TA 6407 20.  GMS: Phnom Penh Plan 
for Development Management 
III 

CAM Multisector To: (i) strengthen technical, 
managerial, and leadership capacity 
of civil servants of the GMS, (ii) 
promote a better understanding of 
benefits and challenges of regional 
cooperation and foster a 
collaborative and cooperative spirit, 
(iii) provide opportunities for life-long 
learning, (iv) strengthen institutional 
networks for capacity building, (v) 
support GMS-based research to 
develop scholarship and generate 
knowledge, and (vi) provide access 
to GMS-related knowledge and 
information. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 13-Apr-09 12-May-09 

TA 7305 21.  Tonle Sap Technology 
Demonstrations for Productivity 
Enhancement 

CAM Transport and 
Communications 

To increase access of smallholders, 
marginal farmers, and poor 
households to good agricultural 
practices, technologies, and 
information in order to diversify and 
improve income of smallholders, 
marginal 
farmers, and poor households in the 
Tonle Sap Basin.  

e-Asia  500 14-Jul-08 1-Jul-09 
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RETA 
7351 

22. Improving Public 
Services through ICT (old 
name: ICT Capacity Building 
and Knowledge Sharing) 

REG ICT To improve the knowledge, skills, 
and awareness of policymakers, line 
ministries, project managers, and 
other stakeholders in these three 
DMCs to formulate, direct and/or 
implement ICT policies and 
programs by applying appropriate 
ICT maturity assessment, 
participating in the learning 
programs, and developing road map 
and strategies. 

e-Asia 500 29-May-09 22-Sep-09 

Project No. 
42140-01 

23.  Institutional 
Modernization to Improve the 
Business Environment in 
Armenia 

ARM Law, economic 
management, 
and public policy 

  e-Asia  500 25-Jun-08 IV  Sep 2009 

Project No. 
42115-01 

24.  Connecting Rural 
Communities through ICT in 
Mongolia 

MON Transport and 
Communications 

  e-Asia  500 14-Jul-08   

Project No. 
42113-01 

25.  Rural Community 
Development through ICT in 
Tajikistan 

TAJ Transport and 
Communications 

  e-Asia  500 14-Jul-08   

Project No. 
43046-01 

26.  Pacific Regional ICT 
Development 

REG Transport and 
Communications 

  e-Asia 500 13-Apr-09   

Project No. 
42212-01 

27.  Fostering Knowledge 
Partnerships to Strengthen 
Indonesia’s Economic Early 
Warning Systems 

INO Finance 
Infrastructure 

  Knowledge 
Partnership 

500 29-May-09   
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