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NOTE 
In this report, “S” refers to US dollars 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In preparing any country program or strategy, financing any project, or by making any 
designation of or reference to a particular territory or geographic area in this document, the 
Asian Development Bank does not intend to make any judgments as to the legal or other status 
of any territory or area. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 The e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund aims to contribute to poverty reduction and 
foster the economic and social development process in ADB's developing member countries 
(DMCs) by supporting technical assistance projects that promote and utilize information 
communication technology (ICT) (e-Asia program) and by sharing information and knowledge 
(Knowledge Partnership program).  
 
 From 2006 to 2010, the Fund has committed $18.15 million to 37 projects endorsed by 
the Government of Korea (GOK), of which 33 projects worth $16.15 million have been approved 
by ADB. The e-Asia Program has supported 21 projects (57%) while the Knowledge Partnership 
program has funded 16 projects (43%). The Fund covered various sectors in a balanced 
distribution, but most notably finance, transportation and communication, and multiple sectors. 
In terms of geographical distribution, 16 projects (43%) endorsed by GOK are regional in scope 
while the rest operate in individual countries, most notably Cambodia, India, Mongolia, and the 
Philippines.  
 
 The Fund, which emphasizes knowledge solutions and capacity development as key 
drivers for change, has been welcomed by DMCs. In partnership with ADB, the Fund effectively 
addressed the DMC's interests by cultivating a new mode of partnership with GOK whose 
unique experiences and expertise in ICT and innovative approaches provide valuable lessons 
and insights for DMCs to adapt to their own context. It has also facilitated the sharing of 
development experiences and practices among ADB developed and developing countries in 
areas of ICT support for service delivery, knowledge transfer, capacity development, and 
partnership—all emphasized by the Fund and ADB in its Strategy 2020. Thus, the Fund, in 
partnership with ADB, can continue to provide ‘value added’ in this direction.  
 
 The four-year implementation has provided the ADB, GOK, and client DMCs a good 
learning experience on how to deepen and expand the effectiveness of fund utilization in the 
future. As the Fund is gaining more visibility and awareness among ADB staff members and 
DMCs, it is timely and imperative to consider replenishment and increase of the Fund to meet 
the growing demand.  
 
 Based on lessons learned during the initial four years of implementation, eligibility 
criteria for access to the Fund will be sharpened, and Fund administration procedures 
streamlined. Further, the responsiveness of the Fund will be improved by: (i) removing the 
demarcation between the e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Programs to respond to the 
fluctuating demands on the two programs, (ii) reducing TA processing time by GOK and ADB, 
which includes automatic endorsement or cancellation, (iii) changing the review process into 
batch system using sector-based Communities of Practice (CoP), (iv) putting in place an 
effective mechanism to measure performance for completed and ongoing projects, and (v) 
encouraging partnerships in terms of co-financing and tapping other sources of funds. 





 

 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund (the Fund) was established under the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) in June 2006, with a contribution of $20 million from the 
Government of the Republic of Korea, represented by the Ministry of Strategy and Finance and 
by the Export-Import Bank of Korea (GOK). The Annual Report (the Report) is prepared by 
ADB’s Regional and Sustainable Development Department (RSDD) in collaboration with ADB’s 
Office of Cofinancing Operations. This is the fourth Report, with the objective to describe and 
review the progress of the Fund operations during the period of July 2009–June 2010, in 
compliance with the reporting requirements stipulated in the ADB Board Paper and the ADB–
GOK Channel Financing Agreement.1 The Fund’s grant status and financial statement as of 30 
June 2010 are in Appendixes 1 and 2. 
 

II.  BACKGROUND 
 
A. Overview 

2. In this age of globalization and interdependence, access to information, effective 
communication, and knowledge-sharing are essential to a country’s and economy’s survival and 
development. Information and communication technology 2

 (ICT) fosters the development 
process by expanding new opportunities in the creation, transformation, and distribution of 
information and knowledge, reducing transactions costs, and contributing to the possible 
acceleration of innovation processes. The Fund aims to contribute to poverty reduction and 
foster the economic and social development process in ADB's developing member countries 
(DMCs) through its two windows: the e-Asia program and the knowledge partnership program. 
Projects from all DMCs of ADB are eligible for funding from the Fund. 
 
3. The e-Asia Program aims to contribute to poverty reduction and economic and social 
development in DMCs through ICT. In support of the ADB ICT strategy3, the e-Asia program 
provides financing for: (i) ICT-related activities, including TAs; (ii) studies, research, and 
analytical work; (iii) capacity building and developing human resources through education and 
training; (iv) disseminating, networking, and cross-learning (e.g., policy consultations, seminars 
and workshops, conferences, publications, and websites); and (v) piloting innovative 
approaches to promote ICT.  
 
4. The Knowledge Partnership Program aims to reduce poverty and foster economic and 
social development in DMCs by sharing information and knowledge. The knowledge partnership 
program is also expected to promote the facilitation of information and knowledge sharing and 
increase the effectiveness of poverty reduction activities. 
 
5. ADB’s framework on Knowledge Management4

 recognizes the need for the DMCs to 
acquire and apply relevant knowledge to accelerate poverty reduction to meet the Millennium 

                                                
1
 See Appendix, ADB. 2006. Republic of Korea e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund. Manila. 

2
 Information and communication technology is an umbrella term that includes any technology that is used in the 

process of generating, processing, storing, transforming, transmitting, and reproducing information, and in 
communication processes of any kind: radio, television, satellites, telephones, computers, or Internet.  
3

 ADB. 2003. Toward e-development in Asia and the Pacific: A Strategic Approach for Information and 
Communication Technology. Manila. 
4 ADB. 2004. Knowledge Management in ADB. Manila. 
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Development Goals (MDGs). To remain relevant in responding to the varying and complex 
poverty reduction needs in the region, the framework challenges ADB to be more effective in 
sharing knowledge and more proactive in supporting learning. 

 
6. The knowledge partnership program includes: (i) policy advice/dialogue and TA involving 
the use of experts in economic development and capacity building; (ii) capacity building and 
institutional development in DMCs, including training workshops, vocational training, and long 
and short training and learning courses; (iii) publications that will disseminate successful 
development knowledge to developing countries in the region; (iv) studies, research, and 
analytical work; (v) projects on reforming government, improving governance in the business 
and financial sectors, and privatizing state-owned enterprises; and, (vi) disseminating, 
networking, and cross-learning (e.g., policy consultations, seminars, workshops, conferences). 

 
B. Fund Administration 

7. RSDD is responsible for technical and implementation aspects of the Fund while the Office 
of Cofinancing Operations is responsible for general and financial aspects of the Fund. ADB has 
managed the fund website5

 since August 2006 to disseminate the information on the Fund 
including the guidelines and approved projects. 
 
8. For quality assurance of the projects under the Fund, ADB established the Review 
Committee (RC) as a technical advisory group, chaired by the Deputy Director General, RSDD. 
It consists of representatives from operational and non-operational departments. The RSDD, as 
the Secretariat of the RC, carries out the following functions: (i) consultation of proposal 
requests, (ii) liaising with the RC for project proposals, and (iii) corresponding with GOK for 
proposals endorsed by the RC.  
 
9. Criterion. To be eligible for funding, proposals: (i) should be conceptually, 
programmatically, and procedurally aligned with the ADB country partnership strategy (formerly 
country strategy and program) or its annual updates and with the regional cooperation strategy 
or its annual updates; (ii) should be in line with the Regional Action Plan toward an Information 
Society in Asia and the Pacific6 and in support of the World Summit for Information Society 
principles7; (iii) should be discussed with key country stakeholders as soon as possible; (iv) shall 
use expertise from the Asia and Pacific region to the extent possible; (v) will encourage 
contributions, either in kind or in cash, from DMCs benefiting from activities financed under the 
Fund; (vi) will be encouraged to collaborate with the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Development Programme, and the 
International Telecommunications Union; (vii) should be utilized in the most cost-effective way; 
and/or (viii) may provide cofinancing opportunities with the Republic of Korea and other funding 
agencies if the Fund is used for preparing investment projects. 
 
10. Approval Process. A proposal to the Fund consists of (i) the concept paper, (ii) the 
design and monitoring framework, (iii) the detailed cost estimate table and (iv) ICT classification 

                                                
5 http://www.adb.org/e-AsiaFund/default.asp. 
6 This document addresses key issues relating to the application of ICT and outlines how the global and regional initiatives could 
promote and catalyze actions at the regional and national levels. It outlines a comprehensive plan and strategic framework for 
collaborative ICT programmes and projects at the regional level for realizing the vision of an inclusive and sustainable information 
society in Asia and the Pacific. See the Regional Action Plan at http://www.unescap.org/publications/detail.asp?id=1164.  
7 The WSIS is a gathering of nearly 50 heads of states and representatives from various organizations from 174 countries in Geneva 
from 10-12 December 2003 to develop and establish a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society, 
See the Declaration of Principles at http://www.itu.int/wsis/docs/geneva/official/dop.html. 



 
 

 
 
 

sheet (required only for e-Asia program). The detailed processing procedure on the Fund is 
described in Appendix 3. 
 
C. Monitoring and Evaluation 

11. Progress in the projects has been monitored through the submission of annual progress 
reports by the project officer. The template for annual progress report is attached in Appendix 4. 
 

III.  HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FUND OPERATIONS (2009-2010) 
 
12. Approvals. In the fourth year of the Fund’s operation, from 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010, 
GOK endorsed a total of 12 new proposals, (seven under the e-Asia program and five under 
Knowledge Partnership program), which amounted to $6,000,000. Out of these new proposals, 
eight proposals were approved by ADB (five under the e-Asia program and three under the 
Knowledge Partnership program) for a total funding amount of $4,000,000 and an approval rate 
of 67 percent.  
 
13. In sum, ADB approved 13 new TAs for the period 2009-2010, which have been 
approved in previous periods: one from 2007-2008, four from 2008-2009, and eight from 2009-
2010. Table 1 lists ADB-approved projects in 2009-2010 and the year when they were endorsed 
by the GOK. 

 
14. e-Asia Program. From July 2009 to June 2010, seven new proposals were endorsed by 
GOK under this program, of which five were approved by ADB—a 70% approval rate. They are: 
(i) Public Transport Information and Communication Technology, (ii) Sharing Knowledge on 
Community Driven Development in Asia and the Pacific (Sharing Knowledge on Community-
Driven Development in Asia and the Pacific), (iii) Support for Trade Facilitation in BIMP-EAGA,   
(iv) Computer Access Mentorship Program—a Public-Private Partnership for Enhancing 
Education Quality, and (v) Establishment of e-Systems in Support of Infrastructure Finance in 
Asia, which amounted to $2,500,000. 8  Combined, ADB approved nine projects totaling 
$4,500,000 under the e-Asia program in 2009-2010—with some projects endorsed by GOK 
from previous periods. Table 1 lists ADB-approved e-Asia projects for 2009-2010, their 
objectives, and period of GOK endorsement. 

 

 
Table 1. ADB-approved Projects under e-Asia (2009–2010) 

TA Title Scope Objective 

GOK-endorsed in 2009-2010 

Public Transport Information 
and Communication 
Technology 

MON To improve the public transport management capacity of MGU through the 
introduction of management tools-based ICT. 

                                                
8
 ADB approved projects under e-Asia include: ADB. 2010. Technical Assistance to Mongolia for Public Transport 

Information and Communication Technology. Manila (TA 7556-MON, $500,000, approved on 29 June); ADB. 2010. 
Regional Technical Assistance for Sharing Knowledge on Community-Driven Development in Asia and the Pacific. 
Manila (TA 7543-REG, $500,000, approved on 14 June); ADB. 2010. Regional Technical Assistance for the Support 
for Trade Facilitation in the Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area. Manila (TA 
7552-REG, $500,000, approved on 14 June); ADB. 2010. Technical Assistance to the Philippines for Computer 
Access Mentorship Program-a Public-Private Partnership for Enhancing Education Quality. Manila (TA 7513-PHI-
$500,000, approved on 12 April); ADB.2009. Regional Technical Assistance for the Establishment of e-Systems in 
Support of Infrastructure Finance in Asia. Manila (TA 7379-REG, $500,000, approved on 13 Nov). 
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TA Title Scope Objective 

Sharing Knowledge on 
Community Driven 
Development in Asia and the 
Pacific (Sharing Knowledge 
on Community-Driven 
Development in Asia and the 
Pacific) 
 

REG To contribute to more inclusive economic growth in DMCs stemming 
from increased demand for and application of community development 
approaches. The TA will strengthen the capacity of DMCs to apply 
community development approaches through knowledge sharing and 
cooperation among participating countries and institutions.  
 

Support for Trade Facilitation 
in BIMP-EAGA 

REG To increase trade and tourism in BIMP-EAGA 

Computer Access Mentorship 
Program—a Public-Private 
Partnership for Enhancing 
Education Quality 

PHI To help improve basic education by developing an innovative strategy 
for improving education quality. In particular, the project will address 
what is widely recognized as a fundamental weakness among 
Philippine students—poor reading skills. 
 

Establishment of e-Systems 
in Support of Infrastructure 
Finance in Asia 

REG To strengthen the capacity of DMCs to find appropriate financing for 
infrastructure projects and to strengthen ADB’s support for such 
activities and its capacity to link into such financing. 
 

GOK-endorsed in 2008-2009 

ICT-based Inclusive Growth 
and Poverty Reduction in the 
Pacific (old name: Pacific 
Regional ICT Development)  

REG To enable SPC to better assist Pacific DMCs in assessing options for 
accessing regional connectivity infrastructure, making informed 
choices, and preparing investment proposals. The TA will explore 
appropriate and innovative ICT services and applications to help 
Pacific DMCs promote inclusive growth and poverty reduction. 
 

Improving Public Services 
through ICT (old name: ICT 
Capacity Building and 
Knowledge Sharing) 

REG To help improve the contribution of ICT in national and sector 
development by enhancing the capacity of the governments of 
Mongolia, Philippines, and Viet Nam. The TA will improve the 
knowledge, skills, and awareness of policymakers, line ministries, 
project managers, and other stakeholders in these three DMCs to 
formulate, direct and/or implement ICT policies and programs by 
applying appropriate ICT maturity assessment, participating in the 
learning programs, and developing road map and strategies. 

Tonle Sap Technology 
Demonstrations for 
Productivity Enhancement 

CAM To increase access of smallholders, marginal farmers, and poor 
households to good agricultural practices, technologies, and 
information in order to diversify and improve income of smallholders, 
marginal farmers, and poor households in the Tonle Sap Basin.  
 

GOK-endorsed in 2007-2008 

Institutional Modernization to 
Improve the Business 
Environment in Armenia  

ARM The subproject will assist the Government of Armenia develop a road 
map to implement the Government’s Strategy for Introduction of the 
System of Training, Continuous Professional Development, and 
qualification of Public Financial Management, particularly accreditation 
system for PFM professionals and a training needs analysis of PFM 
and procurement professionals at various levels. 
 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, ASEAN = Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ARM = Armenia, BIMP-EAGA = 
Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area, CAM = Cambodia, DMC = developing 
member country, GOK = Government of Korea, ICT = information and communication technology, MGU = municipal 

government of Ulaanbaatar,  MON = Mongolia, PFM = public financial management, PHI = Philippines, REG = regional, 
TA = technical assistance. 
Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for the period July 2009-June 2010; ADB TA project documents. 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 

Information and communications technology (ICT) has been integrated in ADB’s “Strategy 2020” as a long-term 
strategic objective in recognition of its potential role in supporting both development and poverty reduction efforts 
among developing member countries (DMCs). Following the publication of its ICT Strategy in 2003, ADB provided 
increasing assistance to DMCs for the establishment of ICT infrastructure and for the use of ICT components to 
achieve development objectives in various sector programs, such as education, health, and public management 
operations, such as procurement, among others. Sector-focused ICT and e-government initiatives, however, were 
often executed in isolation and without the conduct of an initial assessment against a standardized maturity or 
“readiness” matrix or framework. This lack of a standardized methodology and model has led to incompatibilities 
in technology and processes, which translates to unnecessary costs.  
 
To address this gap, ADB approved a Regional Capacity Development Technical Assistance (RCD-TA) entitled, 
“Improving Public Services through Information and Communication Technology,” to develop the capacity of 
government entities in the application of ICT to sector initiatives Its main objective is to improve the contribution 
and success rate of ICT operations and projects for national and sector development. The focus countries are 
Mongolia, Philippines, and Viet Nam, as they have the highest number of ADB-supported ICT projects as of 
December 2009. The expected outcomes, however, are envisioned to benefit other DMCs. The National 
Information Society Agency (NIA) and the United Nations Asian and Pacific Centre for Information and 
Communication Technology (UN-APCICT) have partnered with ADB to support the RETA for those three 
countries. The multistake holder partnership was forged to ensure the development of quality outputs and the 
sustainable operation of the RETA learning programs.  
 
The key deliverables include: (i) development of an e-government maturity model and an ICT project guidebook; 
(ii) preparation and localization of learning programs for Mongolia, Philippines and Viet Nam; (iii) assessment of 
the e-government maturity level, collection of good practice examples, and development of sector-specific ICT 
roadmaps for Mongolia, Philippines, and Viet Nam; and (iv) implementation of learning programs in Mongolia, 
Philippines, and Viet Nam through NIA and UN-APCICT. 
 
To date, the RETA has developed the e-Government Capability Maturity Model, a hybrid model of a Chilean e-
Government CMM and COBIT (a well-known IT governance framework) with 42 variables comprised of 34 COBIT 
processes (mainly for IT governance) and eight Critical Variables from the Chilean CMM (selected for 
organizational e-government aspects). An ICT project guidebook is being developed in wikipedia style, which 
contains information on IT project management, technique and materials, e-government best practices, and 
related ICT policy. Six country workshops have been conducted on five focus sectors, which provided training and 
allowed for consultation with around 200 government officials. 
 
 
 

Box Story 1 provides more detail on REG: Improving Public Services through ICT. 
 

Box Story 1: Improving Public Services through Information and Communication Technology
9
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADB=Asian Development Bank, IT=information technology, CMM= Capability Maturity Model, COBIT=Control 
Objectives for Information Related Technology; RETA = Regional Technical Assistance 

 
15. Knowledge Partnership Program. Five new proposals were endorsed by GOK, of 
which three were approved by ADB for funding in 2009-2010. They are: (i) Mainstreaming 
Public-Private Partnerships; (ii) Capacity Building Program on Clean Development Mechanism; 
and (iii) India Municipal Finance Study, which amounted to $1,500,000. 10  Combined, ADB 
approved four projects totaling $2,000,000 under the Knowledge Partnership program in 2009-
2010—with some projects endorsed by GOK from previous periods. Table 2 lists ADB-approved 

                                                
9
 ADB.2009. Regional Technical Assistance for the Improving Public Services through ICT. Manila (TA 7351-REG, 

$500,000, approved on 22 September). 
10

 ADB approved projects under Knowledge Partnership include: ADB. 2010. Technical Assistance to Thailand for 
Mainstreaming Public-Private Partnerships. Manila (TA 7540-THA, $500,000, approved on 2 June); ADB.2009. 
Technical Assistance to Mongolia for Capacity Building Program on Clean Development Mechanism. Manila (TA 
7365-MON, $500,000, approved on 22 October); ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to India for India Municipal 
Finance Study. Manila (TA 7334-IND, $500,000, approved on 24 August). 



 

 

Knowledge Partnership projects 
endorsed by GOK. 
 
 

Table 2. ADB-approved Projects under Knowledge Partnership (200

TA Title Scope

Mainstreaming Public-Private 
Partnerships  

THA

Capacity Building Program on 
Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) 

MON

India Municipal Finance 
Study 

IND

Strengthening Indonesia's 
Economic Early Warning 
System 

INO

ADB = Asian Development Bank, GOK = Government of Korea, IND = India, INO = Indonesia, MON = Mongolia, 
assistance,  THA = Thailand 
Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for the period July 200
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Scope Objective 

GOK-endorsed in 2009-2010 

THA To enhance private sector investment in infrastructure during the 
medium term (starting from 2012) leading to improved availability and 
quality of infrastructure in Thailand and thus contributing to economic 
growth. 
 

MON To enhance the capacity and expertise in Mongolia, and to identify, 
develop and undertake Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 
projects. 
 

IND To assist the Government in formulating a feasible direction for the 
fiscal reform program by assessing the fiscal decentralization and 
budget and revenue systems at the municipal level.
 

GOK-endorsed in 2008-2009 

INO To improve quality of economic vulnerability reporting.
 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, GOK = Government of Korea, IND = India, INO = Indonesia, MON = Mongolia, 

Source: Progress reports submitted by ADB project officers for the period July 2009-June 2010; ADB TA project 

The 12 GOK-endorsed proposals for 2009-2010
ranging from public administration, agriculture, and energy to transport 
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and trade, transport and ICT, water, and a new sector, climate change (10% each)
posals per sector distribution.  
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19. Most of the eight ADB-approved TAs this year are regional in scope (
by Mongolia (2 or 25%) and one each for India, Philippines, and Thailand.
scope of ADB approvals for this period. 
 

Figure 4. Sector Distribution of 

ADB = Asian Development Bank
Source: ADB TA project documents.
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A. e-Asia Program 

24. For 2009-2010, the nine ADB-approved projects under the e-Asia Program are 
dominated by transport and ICT (3 or 33%), multisector (2 or 22%), followed by agriculture, 
education, industry and trade, and law, economic management, and public policy (one project 
each).  
 
25. Five of nine ADB-approved projects are regional in scope, while the remaining four focus 
on individual countries (Mongolia, Armenia, Cambodia, and the Philippines). Figures 9 and 10 
show the sector and geographical distribution of ADB-approved projects under the e-Asia 
Program. 
 
26. Completed Projects. Three projects approved by ADB for the period 2007-2008 under 
the e-Asia program has been completed for 2009-2010: (i) PHI: e-Tools for Community Focused 
Urban Poverty Reduction in the Philippines, (ii) LAO: Piloting Community e-Centers for Better 
Health, and (iii) IND: Deploying Innovative ICT for Supporting e-Governance in Assam. Box 
Story 2 provides more details on the activities and accomplishments of this project. Further, one 
project approved in 2008-2009 was completed in 2009-2010: THA: Capacity Building and 
School Networking for Educational Services (e-learning).11 Table 1 in Appendix 7 for the list of 
projects, their objectives, and accomplishments to date.  
 
27. Nearly Completed Projects. One project under the e-Asia program is nearing 
completion for this period: KGZ: Business Process Reengineering and Change Management for 
Tax Administration Modernization 12  Table 2 in the Appendix 7 details the project’s 
accomplishments and remaining activities to date. 
 
28. Mid-Completed Project. Five projects under the e-Asia program have made mid-term 
accomplishments, as of end-June 2010. They include: (i) REG: ICT-based Inclusive Growth and 
Poverty Reduction in the Pacific, (ii) REG: Establishment of e-Systems in Support of 
Infrastructure Finance in Asia, (iii) REG: Improving Public Services through ICT, (iv) REG: 
Partnership for Good Governance and Knowledge on Urban Water Management, and (v) VIE: 
Geo-Information Technology for Hazard Risk Assessment.13 Table 3 in Appendix 7 for details of 
the accomplishments and remaining activities of projects in mid-completion to date. 

 
29. Inception. Four projects under the e-Asia program are still at the inception stage. They 
include: (i) PHI: Computer Access Mentorship Program—a Public-Private Partnership for 

                                                
11

 ADB approved projects for the period 2007-2008 under e-Asia program as follows: ADB. 2008. Technical 
Assistance to the Philippines. Manila (TA 4293, $500,000, Approved 27 June); ADB. 2008. Technical Assistance to 
Lao Democratic Republic for Piloting Community e Centers for Better Health. Manila (TA 7058-LAO, $500,000, 
approved on 29 January); ADB. 2007. Technical Assistance to India for Deploying Innovative Information and 
Communication Technology for Supporting Governance in Assam. Manila (TA 4989-IND, $500,000, approved on 15 
November; ADB.  
12

 ADB. 2007. Technical Assistance to Kazakhstan for Business Process Reengineering and Change Management 
for Tax Administration modernization. Manila (TA 4940-KGZ, $500,000, approved on 14 June) 
13

 ADB. 2009. Regional Technical Assistance for ICT-based Inclusive Growth and Poverty Reduction in the Pacific. 
Manila (TA 7399-REG, $500,000, approved on 3 December); ADB. 2009. Regional Technical Assistance for the 
Establishment of e-Systems in Support of Infrastructure Finance in Asia. Manila (TA 7379-REG, $500,000, approved 
on 13 November); ADB.2009. Regional Technical Assistance for the Improving Public Services through ICT. Manila 
(TA 7351-REG, $500,000, approved on 22 September); ADB.2009. Regional Technical Assistance for Partnership for 
Good Governance and Knowledge on Urban Water Management. Manila (TA 6523-REG, $500,000, approved on 19 
January); ADB.2008. Technical Assistance to Vietnam for Geo-Information Technology for Hazard Risk Assessment. 
Manila (TA 7220 – VIE, $500,000, approved on 8 December). 
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Enhancing Education Quality, (ii) ARM: Institutional Modernization to Improve the Business 
Environment in Armenia, (iii) CAM: Tonle Sap Technology Demonstrations for Productivity 
Enhancement, and (iv) MON: Road Database Development Using Geographic Information 
System (GIS).14 Table 4 in the Appendix 7 sites the objectives and activities of projects at the 
inception stage. 

 
Box Story 2: Deploying Innovative Information and Communication Technology (ICT) for 

Supporting e-Governance in Assam
15

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
14 ADB. 2010. Technical Assistance to the Philippines for Computer Access Mentorship Program-a Public-Private 
Partnership for Enhancing Education Quality. Manila (TA 7513-PHI-$500,000, approved on 12 April); ADB. 2009. 
Technical Assistance to Armenia for Institutional Modernization to Improve the Business Environment in Armenia. 
Manila (TA 7414-ARM, $500,000, approved on 8 December); ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to Cambodia for 
Tonle Sap Technology Demonstrations for Productivity Enhancement. Mania (TA 7305-CAM, $500,000, approved on 
1 July); ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to Mongolia for Road Database Development Using Geographical 
Information System. Manila (TA 6407-CAM, $500,000, approved on 28 April 2009. 

 

15
 ADB. 2007. Technical Assistance to India for Deploying Innovative Information and Communication Technology for 

Supporting Governance in Assam. Manila (TA 4989-IND, $500,000, approved on 15 November; ADB.  

 

Although rich in natural resources, the State of Assam lags behind the rest of India due to its remote location, poor 
infrastructure, and frequent floods. About 35% of Assam’s population falls below the poverty line of $10.17 per capita 
per month and only 64.3% of its 26.6 million population is literate (lower than the national average). Assam has only 
500,000 landline telephone connections (1.26% of the national total) and about 3 million mobile connections (2.01% of 
the total), mostly concentrated in the urban areas. This also translates to low internet connectivity. 
 
The State Government of Assam (GOA) has been promoting the use of information and communications technology 
(ICT) particularly for fiscal and financial management reforms under an integrated management information system 
(MIS). This requires the availability of a reliable, robust and cost-effective network connecting all GOA offices and 
departments. The financial sustainability of a network for e-governance has been a major issue for the GOA because 
investment entails a long payback period—i.e., high infrastructure costs and low rates of return. The GOA is therefore 
looking for a cost-efficient technology, which can help establish the infrastructure for last-mile connectivity and expand 
the ICT network across Assam, despite the limited financial resources available. 
 
ADB approved a TA to review cost-efficient technologies, including broadband and wireless access networks and 
assess the most appropriate approach for Assam to meet its e-governance and e-rural development needs. It aims to 
(i) reduce the digital divide by expanding the Assam Wide Area Network (ASWAN) for e-governance delivery in rural 
areas, improve ICT accessibility, and develop e-governance applications to be identified by the National e-
Governance Plan (NeGP); (ii) improve the legal, regulatory, and institutional framework for e-governance, and ICT 
accessibility and expansion; and (iii) enhance institutional capacity and human resources for operating e-governance 
applications and managing ICT infrastructure. The TA’s major deliverables include: (i) an investment plan for 
improving ICT accessibility in remote rural areas and for expanding ICT infrastructure for an e-governance network; 
(ii) a regulatory and institutional framework, including a human resource development plan to expand ICT accessibility 
and provide the platform for implementing e-governance applications; (iii) a feasibility study of cost efficient 
technology for last-mile connectivity in the expansion of the ASWAN; and (iv) a pilot project based on the results of 
the feasibility study. 

 
To date, the TA has made an assessment of technology options to provide last mile connectivity in semi-urban/ rural 
areas in Assam.  "Broadband over Power Line (BPL)" was selected as the preferred technology option for the pilot 
project, which will be implemented in Sualkuchi, a semi-urban area famous for its silk weavers, around 35 Km2 from 
Guwahati. There was a major change in the expected output related to the legal, regulatory, institutional framework. 
Since GOA already had the key legal and policy initiatives on ICT in place when TA commenced, in place of a legal 
framework, the TA instead developed an assessment report, which includes recommendations on institutional and 
human capacity development programs to improve ICT accessibility in remote rural areas. The GOA has also already 
awarded the offering of e-governance services to two (2) private parties. Thus, in place of an investment plan, a 
public-private partnership (PPP) Concept Note was developed to explore the possibility of rolling out the BPL 
technology in Assam in the PPP model. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
B. Knowledge Partnership Program 

30. For 2009-2010, four ADB-approved projects under the Knowledge Partnership Program 
are dominated by finance (2 or 50%), followed by climate change and multisector, which have 
one project each.  
 

Box Story 3. Greater Mekong Subregion Phnom Phen Plan for Development Management III (4th 
Supplementary)

16
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

31. Each of the four ADB-approved projects focuses on individual countries (India, 
Indonesia, Mongolia, and Thailand).  
 

32. Completed Project. One project under the Knowledge Partnership program has been 
completed for 2009-2010: REG: Promoting Environmental Compliance and Enforcement in 
Asia.17 Table 5 in Appendix 7 details the project’s objectives and accomplishments. 
 

                                                
16

 ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to Mongolia for Road Database Development Using Geographical Information 
System. Manila (TA 6407-CAM, $500,000, approved on 28 April 2009.  
17

 ADB. 2007. Regional Technical Assistance for Promoting Environmental Compliance and Enforcement in Asia. 
Manila (TA 6419-REG, $500,000, approved on 16 November) 

 
At the first summit of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) in November 2002, leaders expressed a common 
concern that GMS countries lacked the human capacity to meet the challenges of rapid economic growth and to 
ensure that it is equitable and sustainable. In response to the GMS leadership’s request for support, ADB 
launched the Phnom Penh Plan for Development Management (PPP), with an initial support of $800,000 over two 
years. The Plan’s objective was to provide continuing, longer-term support for strengthening the capacity of GMS 
middle and senior level officials for informed policy formulation and enhanced design and management of 
development programs and projects. GMS leadership has requested continued support from ADB to extend PPP, 
with refined content and expanded scope. The fourth phase of the TA was funded through the Knowledge 
Partnership Program. 
 
The TA’s specific objectives are to: (i) strengthen technical, managerial, and leadership capacity of civil servants 
of the GMS, (ii) promote a better understanding of benefits and challenges of regional cooperation and foster a 
collaborative and cooperative spirit, (iii) provide opportunities for life-long learning, (iv) strengthen institutional 
networks for capacity building, (v) support GMS-based research to develop scholarship and generate knowledge, 
and (vi) provide access to GMS-related knowledge and information. 
 
The projects main components include: (i) development of demand-driven learning programs and core GMS 
Champions and Leaders; (ii) institutional networking and intellectual capital development; (iii) advocacy, outreach 
and knowledge sharing. To date, the Fund has supported several components of the project’s outputs. 
 

• A Learning program on Trade Policy and Development was conducted and attended by 21 GMS trade 
practitioners from the ministries of planning, foreign affairs, industry and commerce, economy and 
finance, trade and customs, and agriculture attended the program in April 2010.  

• A Learning Program on Science, Technology and Innovation Policy for GMS Cooperation will be held in 
September 2010 in partnership with the Asian Development Institute of the Graduate School of Public 
Administration at Seoul National University.  

• A GMS Development Dialogue (GDD) on the strategic importance of corridor towns in developing the 
GMS economic corridors was held in November 2009.  

• A new PPP website was launched in March 2010. 
• Learning Resource Center website developed in Cambodia and Laos 
• Four (4) research projects selected and partially funded in September 2009. Workshops conducted 

among research grantees, ADB-PPP team and advisors 
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33. Nearly Completed Project. Five projects under the Knowledge Partnership program are 
now nearly complete. They include: (i) MON: Capacity Building Program on Clean Development 
Mechanism; (ii) CAM: Greater Mekong Subregion Phnom Penh Plan for Development 
Management III (4th Supplementary) (Box Story 3 features the objectives and accomplishments 
of the project to date) (iii) REG: Knowledge Sharing on Infrastructure PPPs in Asia ($500,000) 
(Box Story 4 features the objectives and accomplishments of the project to date), (iv) NEP: 
Knowledge Transfer for Public Procurement, and (v) REG: Knowledge-Sharing Program Using 
Good Asian Practices in Innovation and Development, totaling $2,500,000 in funding.18 Table 6 
in Appendix 7 for details of project accomplishments and remaining activities.  
 

34. Mid Completed Project. Seven projects have made mid-term accomplishments as of 
June 2010. They include: (i) IND: India Municipal Finance Study, (ii) INO: Strengthening 
Indonesia's Economic Early Warning System, (iii) REG: Governance and Capacity Development 
Initiative (Phase 2), (iv) REG: Rural ICT Policy Advocacy, Knowledge Sharing, and Capacity 
Building, (v) REG: The Harmonization of Asian Bond Standards (original proposal: 
Standardizing or Harmonizing Asian Bond Conventions and Norms), (vi) REG: Regional 
Knowledge and Partnership Networks for Poverty Reduction and Inclusive Growth, (vii) MON: 
Customs Modernization Project (original proposal: Strengthening Governance to Improve 
Revenue Collection). 19 Each of the seven projects has a funding of $500,000, for a total amount 
of $3,500,000. Table 7 in Appendix 7 details the activities and accomplishments of projects in 
mid-completion. 
 

Box Story 4. Knowledge Sharing on Infrastructure PPPs in Asia 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
18

 ADB.2009. Technical Assistance to Mongolia for Capacity Building Program on Clean Development Mechanism. 
Manila (TA 7365-MON, $500,000, approved on 22 October); ADB.2009. Technical Assistance to Cambodia for 
Greater Mekong Subregion Phnom Penh Plan for Development Management III (4

th
 Supplementary). Manila (TA 

6407-CAM, $500,000, approved on 12 May);   ADB. 2008., Regional Technical Assistance for Knowledge Sharing on 
Infrastructure Public Private Partnerships in Asia. Manila (TA 6492-REG, $500,000, approved on 7 October); ADB. 
2008. Technical Assistance to Nepal for Knowledge Transfer for Public Procurement in Nepal. Manila (TA 7111-REG, 
$500,000, approved on 31 July); ADB. 2007. Regular Technical Assistance for Knowledge-Sharing Program Using 
Good Asian Practices in Innovation and Development. Manila (TA 6426-REG, $500,000, approved on 11 December). 
19

 ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to India for India Municipal Finance Study. Manila (TA 7334-IND, $500,000, 
approved on 24 August); ); ADB. 2009. Technical Assistance to Indonesia for Strengthening Indonesia’s Economic 
Early Warning System. Manila (TA 7338-INO, $500,000, approved on 21 August). ); ADB. 2009. Regional Technical 
Assistance for Governance and Capacity Development Initiative (Phase 2). Manila (TA 7227-REG, $500,000, 
approved on 28 April); ADB. 2008. Regional Technical Assistance for Rural ICT Policy Advocacy, Knowledge 
Sharing, and Capacity Building. Manila (TA 6513-REG, $500,000, approved on 18 December); ADB. 2008. Regional 
Technical Assistance for the Harmonization of Asian Bond Standards. Manila (TA 6514-REG, $500,000, approved on 
16 December); ADB. 2008. Regional Technical Assistance for Regional Knowledge and Partnership Networks for 
Poverty Reduction and Inclusive Growth. Manila (TA 6502-REG, $500,000, approved on 14 November); ADB. 2006. 
Grant to Mongolia for Customs Modernization Project. Manila (Grant 0070-MON, $500,000, approved on 20 
December). 
20

 ADB. 2008. Regional Technical Assistance for Knowledge Sharing on Infrastructure Public Private Partnerships in 
Asia. Manila (TA 6492-REG, $500,000, approved on 7 October); 

In 1999, the Government of the Republic of Korea (GOK) developed a framework for attracting private investments 
in infrastructure through a public–private partnership (PPP) approach. The Korean framework for private 
participation in infrastructure involves the public and private sectors working in cooperation and partnership to 
provide infrastructure and public services. This framework has resulted in the development of 44 types of 
infrastructure facilities in 15 categories (covering sectors such as transport, urban, energy, communications, 
environment, and social) and has been attracting increasing investments through private sector participation over 
the years.  
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a
 See the Private Sector Operations Department website, http://www.adb.org/psod/default.asp. Read more about the 

ADB’s private sector operations, http://www.adb.org/Documents/brochures/private_sector/default.asp. 

 
35. Given the high number of projects under the e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership 
programs that have been completed, nearing completion, or in mid-term implementation, it is 
high time that a mechanism for gauging performance, based on the goals and criteria set forth 
by the Fund, be put in place with the aim of improving project portfolio, outputs and outcome, as 
well as funding support and operation in the future. 
 
C. Portfolio Distribution 

36. GOK-endorsed proposals in the period 2006–2010 covered various sectors, mostly in 
finance (22%); followed by multisector (19%), transportation and communication (14%); law, 
economic management, and public policy (11%); agriculture and natural resources, education, 
industry and trade, and public sector management (5% each) as shown in Figure 8.  
 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has identified the PPP approach in Strategy 2020 as an important tool in 
enabling developing member countries (DMCs) to increase investments for the development of infrastructure.

a
 In 

line with this, a regional technical assistance (TA) project was approved for funding under the Knowledge 
Partnership Program to strengthen the capacity of DMCs by sharing knowledge and experience of successful PPP 
country frameworks and project case studies.

b
 It is envisioned that this would contribute to the formulation and 

strengthening of appropriate PPP policy and legal, institutional, and financial frameworks, and their application to 
develop and implement PPP infrastructure projects. Increased private sector investments in infrastructure are also 
expected to contribute to infrastructure and economic development within the DMCs. 
 
The main TA project components include conducting a study that (i) brings out the salient features of the PPP 
policy and the legal, institutional, and financial framework in the Republic of Korea; (ii) captures the successful 
experience in two representative infrastructure PPP projects that were developed under this framework; and (iii) 
compares and contrasts the success factors of the Republic of Korea’s model with the experience of four or five 
other DMCs, such as the People’s Republic of China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand, to bring out 
similarities and differences, including pitfalls. They also include organizing a workshop for policy makers from 
DMCs that disseminates the findings of the study, and provides a platform to share similar successful experiences 
of both PPP frameworks and infrastructure projects in other DMCs. 
 
To date, the project has accomplished the following outputs: 
• A workshop on PPP invited policy makers from DMCs across the region and Latin America, as well as 

developed countries such as Australia, Greece, Spain, and the United Kingdom, to share and compare 
country experiences relevant to infrastructure development through a PPP approach. Cross-country 
comparison discussed policy provisions, project development approach, project development funding, 
procurement, institutional set up, financial incentives provided during project development and 
implementation, regulatory arrangements, and comments on successful or constraining factors.  

• A publication, Review of ADB Assistance for Public–Private Partnerships in Infrastructure Development, 1998-
2008 is an initial step toward taking stock of ADB’s initiatives in promoting private sector participation in 
infrastructure, both as initiated by the regional departments that collaborate with the public sector and the 
Private Sector Operations Department that undertakes transactions with the private sector.

a 
The review 

provides a compilation of what has been attempted, and has succeeded, during the last decade in promotion 
of PPPs. 

 



 

 

Figure 8. Sector Distribution of 

GOK = Government of Korea, 
Source: GOK endorsements

 
37. Table 3 shows the distribution per sector of 
sectors, dominated by finance, with
help countries benefit from innovative technologies and strategies in a growing number of 
sectors. In terms of country distribution, 16 GOK
11 projects will benefit various countries in the region. Table

Table 3. Sector Distribution of GOK

Sector 

Finance 

Multisector 

Transport and ICT 

Law, Econ Management, and Public Policy

Agriculture and Natural Resources

Public sector management 

Education 

Industry and Trade 

WSSWM 

Climate Change 

Energy 

Health 

TOTAL 
ICT= information and communication technology; WSSWM= Water Supply, Sanitation & Waste Management.
Source: GOK endorsement of proposals made between July 2006 and June 
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ICT= information and communication technology; WSSWM= Water Supply, Sanitation & Waste Management.
Source: GOK endorsement of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2010. 

Finance
22%

Law, Econ 
Management, and 

Public Policy
11%

Multisector
19%

Transport  and ICT

WSSWM
5%

Climate Change
3%

Energy
3%

Health
3%

16 

10) 

 

, which cover 13 
projects. In the third year of the Fund, ADB continued to 

help countries benefit from innovative technologies and strategies in a growing number of 
pproved proposals are country-specific while 

country distribution.   

pprovals (2006-2010) 

% of Total 

22% 

11% 

19% 

14% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

3% 

3% 

3% 

100% 
ICT= information and communication technology; WSSWM= Water Supply, Sanitation & Waste Management. 

Law, Econ 
Management, and 

Public Policy



 
 

 
 
 

Table 4. Country Distribution of GOK-endorsed Proposals (2006-2010) 

Country No. of Approvals % of Total 

REG 16 43% 

MON 4 11% 

CAM 3 8% 

IND 3 8% 

PHI 3 8% 

THA 2 5% 

ARM 1 3% 

INO 1 3% 

KGZ 1 3% 

LAO 1 3% 

NEP 1 3% 

VIE 1 3% 

TOTAL 37 100% 

ARM = Armenia, CAM = Cambodia, IND = India, INO= Indonesia, KGZ = Kyrgyzstan, LAO = Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, MON = Mongolia, NEP = Nepal, PHI = Philippines, REG = Regional, THA = Thailand, VIE = Viet Nam 
Source: GOK endorsement of proposals made between July 2006 and June 2010. 

 

38. Based on the country distribution, it can be seen that the Fund does not discriminate 
based on the economic development status of a DMC, as fast-growing countries, like India and 
Viet Nam, also receive funding support.  
 
 

D. Implications 

39. For the past four years, the projects supported by the Fund have gained knowledge and 
lessons based on their experience in carrying out the TA activities through multistakeholder 
partnerships and at various levels of DMC government institutions. Some of the lessons 
highlighted by ADB project officers are enumerated in Table 5. 

 
 

Table 5. Lessons Learned in e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund (EAKPF) Project 
Implementation 

Government 
policy/strategy 

TA activities should fit into the DMC government's e-government strategy or programs for the 
enhancement of existing systems. No need to reinvent the wheel or start from scratch. 
 
Project objectives should be in line with government policy and e-government framework 
and/or contribute to the implementation of an innovative law. 
 

Project Design Translation of knowledge products in the local language is critical in enhancing institutional 
capacity and implementing projects  
 

Project 
management/ 
implementation 

Ensure and improve government’s commitment under the current political environment 
 
Whenever possible, recruit a local consultant that has an established relationship or existing 
network inside government 
 

Human Capacity Allocate enough resources and ample time to build human capacity to enable local 
stakeholders to participate and fully appreciate the benefits of the project. 
 
A combination of international and national experts is recommended to ensure a good grasp 
and understanding of the national situation and the delivery of high quality products of 
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international standards. 
 

Partnership 
/stakeholder 

At the onset, it is important to identify the correct partner institution in terms of knowledge and 
experience in a particular field. 
 
While a multi-stakeholder partnership can ensure quality of project outputs and sustainability 
of operations, there is a cost in managing many partnerships. Bringing in new partners can 
add more expectations and burden to deliver when less room for flexibility. Caution must be 
made to gauge the benefit and cost of such partnerships. 

Source: Progress report submitted by ADB project officer(s) for July 2009-June 2010. 

 
40. The projects have also encountered some common issues and problems, which are not 
unique to Fund operation, but may serve as a guide to projects dealing with modern technology 
and innovative approaches toward regional cooperation, in general. Some of the challenges 
identified by ADB project officers include the high turnover rate of DMC government staff 
counterparts, weaker than expected capacity related to ICT and/or project implementation, 
especially at the local level of government, and, concomitantly, difficulty in identifying partner 
institutions in a number of DMCs that have the appropriate capacity to carry out TA activities. 

 
41. Concomitantly, RSDD, which is in charge of Fund management, has also gained some 
practical insights on how to more effectively conduct the review and approval process for the 
proposed projects. In current practice, once a concept paper is prepared by a project officer, it is 
sent to an RC, composed of one representative from each regional department and a 
representative from the Office of Information Systems and Technology and the Central Service 
Office, for review and comments. Basically, the RC handles all proposed projects regardless of 
the scope and topic. However, in reality, the RC has had difficulties in conducting its 
professional reviews due to the wide range and depth of topic areas covered by the proposed 
projects, some of which require a certain level of expertise. Therefore, a review and possible 
modification of the RC’s composition may be considered, as appropriate. 
 
42. The Fund currently adopts an ad-hoc review process that either “accepts” or “rejects” a 
proposed project whenever a funding proposal is submitted. Thus far, this has been very 
effective in reviewing and endorsing proposals, without much delay. However, as the number of 
submissions increase, the approval process needs to be fine-tuned to make it more streamlined 
and predictable and, thereby, effectively cope with the growing requirements. 

 
43. Of the 52 proposals, 31 were submitted under the e-Asia program, 18 were under the 
Knowledge Partnership program, while three were uncategorized. However, upon further 
scrutiny of project activities under these two programs, it can be observed that many e-Asia 
projects have a strong knowledge-sharing component while a few Knowledge Partnership 
projects may also focus on technology and innovation. Likewise, the inter-connecting 
characteristic of the two programs makes it difficult to demarcate the two and strict demarcation 
between the two can even hamper effective allocation of the Fund. 

 
44. It is worth noting that most of the projects are stand-alone TAs while some support key 
components of a larger TA or loan, which are being supported by other funding sources. Almost 
all of the projects are funded with $500,000, the ceiling amount for The Fund’s support. This has 
been generally considered adequate, but there are some exceptions. Based on feedback from a 
number of projects, particularly those under the e-Asia program, the capacity of client DMCs is 
often weaker than expected. Therefore, more resources are needed to carry out training to 
ensure the participation of key stakeholders in the DMCs and usability of ICT applications. 
Some project officers have also expressed the need for additional funding after completion of 



 
 

 
 
 

the TA to ascertain the technical and operational sustainability of the project. External sources 
of funding may be necessary to supplement and complement the support given by The Fund. 

 
45. Lastly, the growing need for support for ICT-related projects and knowledge sharing 
among DMCs has resulted in the increasing demand for funding support from many countries 
across Asia with varying levels of economic development and ICT capacity. Thus, the target of 
funding support and performance of projects should be assessed based on knowledge gained 
over the past years. 

V.  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
44. From 2006 to 2010, 37 TA projects were committed for a total amount of $18.15 million. 
These included 21 projects for $10.5 million under the e-Asia Program and 16 projects for $7.65 
million under the Knowledge Partnership Program. Of these projects, 33 have been approved 
by ADB as of June 2010. To date, 13 projects have been successfully completed or are nearing 
completion. 
 
45. Throughout its four-year operation, the Fund has been welcomed by the DMCs and 
effectively implemented by ADB, in full accordance with the Bank’s corporate priorities, while 
proactively addressing the DMCs’ interests. So far, the Fund has been receiving good feedback 
and responses from the client DMCs.  
 
46. The four-year implementation has provided the ADB, GOK, and client DMCs a good 
learning experience on how to deepen and expand the effectiveness of fund utilization in the 
future. As ADB's Strategy 202021 emphasizes knowledge solutions, capacity development, and 
partnerships as key drivers for change, ADB, through the Fund, can continue to support DMCs 
by increasing investment and providing more advisory services on ICT and knowledge sharing.  
 
47. The GOK was able to accomplish its goal of reducing knowledge gaps among ADB’s 
DMCs by sharing Korea’s own development experiences. This allowed familiarization and more 
appreciation of Korea’s contribution to the global community. The client DMCs, in turn, learned 
valuable lessons primarily through the Fund’s emphasis on, and support for, knowledge sharing 
of development experiences and practices. DMC demand for EAKPF demonstrated that the 
client DMCs share the belief that ICT and capacity building can be effective ways to achieve 
development goals—a significant ‘value added’ provided by the Fund. 
 
48. The EAKPF pioneered a new mode of partnership between ADB and GOK, which can 
contribute to enriching the area of international development assistance. Specifically, Korea 
utilized its unique experiences and expertise in ICT to support the DMCs. Working through ADB, 
the Fund was able to facilitate cooperation and partnerships between DMCs and Korean 
agencies, ministries, universities, and research institutes (e.g., Korea Water Resources 
Corporation, Korea Development Institute, Kyung Hee University, Ministry of Public 
Administration and Security, National Information Society Agency, and Seoul National 
University). For future fund operation, good practices, innovative approaches, and lessons 
learned borne out of these partnerships need to be further captured and packaged for wide 
dissemination to countries in Asia and the Pacific.  
 
49. As the Fund is gaining more visibility and awareness among ADB staff members and 
DMCs, it is timely and imperative to consider replenishment and increase of the Fund to meet 
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the growing demand. Based on lessons learned during the initial four years of implementation, 
eligibility criteria for access to the Fund will be sharpened, and Fund administration procedures 
streamlined. Further, the responsiveness of the Fund will be improved by introducing a number 
of changes, which are described below. 
 

(i.) Remove the demarcation between the e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership 
Programs to respond to the fluctuating demands on the two programs. This will 
make the funding support more flexible to the demands and nature of the 
projects proposed, without imposing restrictions on what outcome projects will 
produce and how.  

 
(ii.) Reduce the TA processing time from both ends—GOK and ADB. This can 

be done by allotting a specific number of days to the TA processing time for both 
GOK and ADB, after which the funding for a project is automatically deemed 
endorsed  or cancelled (by GOK).  

 
(iii.) Change the review process into a batch system using sector-based 

Communities of Practice (CoP) instead of a standing RC. As the number of 
funding proposals increases and sector/thematic areas of the proposals diversify, 
the current review process needs to be changed in a more effective way. Sector-
based CoPs can provide a pool of individuals with the knowledge and expertise 
necessary to ensure a thorough and appropriate review of the proposed projects. 
Batch review system will complete this approach giving enough time to review 
the proposed projects. 

 
(iv.) Continue to provide needs-based funding support for all DMCs. Funding 

support should also be targeted and needs-based giving priority to low-income 
DMCs, and focus on capacity to deliver meaningful output from the project. 
However, the Fund should not be biased against larger and fast-growing 
economies, such India and China, which, despite pockets of economic boom in 
some areas, still have huge populations living in poverty that can benefit from 
targeted funding support for ICT and knowledge-sharing.  

 
(v.) Design and implement an effective performance measurement mechanism 

focused on the outputs and outcomes of ongoing and completed projects. Given 
the high number of projects completed, nearing completion, or in mid-term 
implementation, as well as the experience gained in funding operations over the 
years, it is timely to put an effective and practical mechanism for assessing 
project performance in place. This will not only improve project performance but 
will also improve the effectiveness of fund operations, with a view to possible 
expansion in the future.   

 
(vi.) Encourage partnerships for augmenting funding sources. Given the demand 

of some projects for assistance beyond the $500,000 ceiling, alternative sources 
of additional funding, such as co-financing, should be encouraged. This will not 
only provide flexibility to the projects that need more funding, but also create 
opportunities for new partnerships and ensure continuity and greater potential for 
effectiveness.  
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Appendix  1: Status of Grant Contribution  
Status of Grant Contribution  as of 30 June 2010 
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Appendix  2: Statement of TA Expenditures 
e-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund  

As of 30 June 2010 
($) 

 

TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 
Amount  

Cumulative 
disbursement as 
of June 30 2010  

Balance  
Projected 

Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009)  

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
 

TA 7556 

Public Transport 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology 

 

29-Jun-10 500,000 - - - 500,000 

TA   7543 

Sharing Knowledge on 
Community Driven 
Development in Asia and 
the Pacific (Sharing 
Knowledge on 
Community-Driven 
Development in Asia and 
the Pacific) 

 

14-Jun-10 500,000 - - - 500,000 

TA 7552 

Support for Trade 
Facilitation in BIMP-EAGA 

14-Jun-10 500,000 - - - 500,000 

TA 7540 

Mainstreaming Public-
Private Partnerships  

 2-Jun-10 500,000 - - - 500,000 

TA 7513 

Computer Access 
Mentorship Program—a 
Public-Private Partnership 
for Enhancing Education 
Quality 

 

12-Apr-10 500,000 - - 50,000 500,000 

TA 7414 

Institutional Modernization 
to Improve the Business 
Environment in Armenia  

 
8-Dec-09 500,000 10,494 489,506 90,000 489,506 
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TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 
Amount  

Cumulative 
disbursement as 
of June 30 2010  

Balance  
Projected 

Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009)  

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
 

TA 7399 

ICT-based Inclusive 
Growth and Poverty 
Reduction in the Pacific 
(old name: Pacific 
Regional ICT 
Development)  

 

3-Dec-09 500,000 15,099 554,901 187,000 484,901 

TA 7379 

Establishment of e-
Systems in Support of 
Infrastructure Finance in 
Asia 

 

13-Nov-09 500,000 217,559 282,440 282,440 282,441 

TA 7365 

Capacity Building 
Program on Clean 
Development Mechanism 
(CDM) 

 

22-Oct-09 500,000 344,445 155,555 65,000 155,555 

TA 7351 

Improving Public Services 
through ICT (old name: 
ICT Capacity Building and 
Knowledge Sharing) 

 

22-Sep-09 500,000 279,124 220,876 187,000 220,876 

TA 7334 

India Municipal Finance 
Study 24-Aug-09 500,000 

116,629 (as of 30 
Sep 2010) 

383,371 
290,771 

(until Oct 2011) 
383,371 

TA 7338 

Strengthening Indonesia's 
Economic Early Warning 
System (old name: 
Fostering Knowledge 
Partnerships to 
Strengthen Indonesia’s 
Economic Early Warning 
Systems)  
 

21-Aug-09 500,000 213,300 286,700 100,000 286,700 

TA 7305 

Tonle Sap Technology 
Demonstrations for 
Productivity Enhancement 

 

1-Jul-09 500,000 - 500,000 130,000 500,000 
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TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 
Amount  

Cumulative 
disbursement as 
of June 30 2010  

Balance  
Projected 

Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009)  

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
 

TA 7297 

Road Database 
Development Using 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS)  

 

9-Jun-09 500,000 318,016 181,984 181,984 181,984 

TA 6407 

Greater Mekong 
Subregion Phnom Penh 
Plan for Development 
Management III (4th 
Supplementary) 

 

12-May-09 500,000 318,691 181,309 181,309 181,309 

TA 7277 

Governance and Capacity 
Development Initiative 
(Phase 2) 
 

28-Apr-09 
             

500,000  
2,610 497,390 30,000 497,390 

TA 6523 

Partnership for Good 
Governance and 
Knowledge on Urban 
Water Management  
 

19-Jan-09 500,000 100,000 400,000 300,000 400,000 

TA 6513 

Rural ICT Policy 
Advocacy, Knowledge 
Sharing, and Capacity 
Building  
 

18-Dec-08 
             

500,000  
244,512 (as of 28 

Aug 2010) 
255,488 

100,000 (Sep to 
Dec 2010) 

255,488 

TA 6514 

The Harmonization of 
Asian Bond Standards 
(original proposal: 
Standardizing or 
Harmonizing Asian Bond 
Conventions and Norms) 
 

16-Dec-08 
             

500,000  
147,875 352,125 121,668 352,125 

TA 7220 
Geo-Information 
Technology for Hazard 
Risk Assessment  

8-Dec-08 500,000 230,000 270,000 170,000 270,000 

TA 6502 

Regional Knowledge and 
Partnership Networks for 
Poverty Reduction and 
Inclusive Growth  

 

14-Nov-08 
             

500,000  
99,812 (as of 19 

Aug 2010) 
400,188 150,000 400,188 
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TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 
Amount  

Cumulative 
disbursement as 
of June 30 2010  

Balance  
Projected 

Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009)  

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
 

TA 6492 

Knowledge Sharing on 
Infrastructure PPPs in 
Asia  

 

7-Oct-08 
             

500,000  
317,157 (as of 31 

July 2010) 
182,843 

182,843 (Aug to 
Dec 2010) 

182,843 

TA 7133 

Capacity Building and 
School Networking for 
Educational Services (e-
learning) in Thailand  

 

19-Sep-08 500,000 327,854 172,146 - 172146 

TA 7111 

Knowledge Transfer for 
Public Procurement in 
Nepal  

 

31-Jul-08 
             

500,000  
294,091 143,179 143,179 205,909 

TA 4293 

e-Tools for Community 
Focused Urban Poverty 
Reduction in the 
Philippines 

 

27-Jun-08 500,000 499,054 946 - 946 

TA 7058 
Piloting Community e-
Centers for Better Health 29-Jan-08 500,000 486,506 13,494 - 13,494 

TA 6426 

Knowledge-Sharing 
Program Using Good 
Asian Practices in 
Innovation and 
Development  

 

11-Dec-07 
             

500,000  
407,261 (as of 26 

Aug 2010) 
92,739 

30,000 (Sep to Dec 
2010) 

92,739 

TA 4999 
(Piggy-

backed to 
Loan 
2378) 

 

Financial Sector Program 
II Implementation (original 
proposal: Implementation 
Support for the 
Computerization of the 
National Bank of 
Cambodia)  

 

6-Dec-07 500,000 500,000 - - - 

TA 6419 

Promoting Environmental 
Compliance and 
Enforcement in Asia 
(AECEN) 

 

16-Nov-07 
             

150,000  
107,762 - - 42,238 
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TA/Loan 
Number 

Project Title 
Approval 
Date by 

ADB 
Amount  

Cumulative 
disbursement as 
of June 30 2010  

Balance  
Projected 

Disbursements 
(July-Dec 2009)  

Amount (less 
Cumulative 

Disbursement) 
 

TA 4989 

Deploying Innovative 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) for 
Supporting e-Governance 
in Assam  

 

15-Nov-07 500,000 322,838 177,162 154,500 177,162 

TA 4940 

Business Process 
Reengineering and 
Change Management for 
Tax Administration 
Modernization  

 

14-Jun-07 500,000 275,114 224,886 215,000 224,886 

Grant 
0070 

(under 
Loan 
2307) 

 

Customs Modernization 
Project (original proposal: 
Strengthening 
Governance to Improve 
Revenue Collection)  

 

20-Dec-06 
             

500,000  
323,947 176,193 176,100 176,053 

 TA 6358 

South Asia Subregional 
Economic Cooperation 
(SASEC) Information 
Highway  

1-Dec-06 500,000 453,394 - - 46,606 

   
        

16,150,000  
 

6,973,145 6,642,025 3,518,794 9,176,855 

BIMP-EAGA = Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area, ICT = information and communication technology, PPP = public 
private partnership, TA = technical assistance 
Source: Progress reports submitted by the project officer(s) as of 30 June 2010.
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Appendix  3: Project Processing Procedure for the E-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund 

 

A. Concept Preparation 
 
1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) project officer who plans to apply for the Fund must 
prepare a concept paper using ADB’s template.  
 
B. Concept Review 
 
2. ADB has established a Review Committee (RC) for the Fund. The RC acts as a 
technical advisory group for quality assurance of the projects under the Fund as follows. The 
RC will be chaired by Deputy Director General, Regional and Sustainable Development 
Department (RSDD). It is comprised of one representative from each regional department and a 
representative from Office of Information Systems and Technology and the Central Operations 
Service Office. 
 
3. Prior to interdepartmental review following ADB’s new business process1, the concerned 
RC must assess if the concept paper meets the country eligibility and project criteria and makes 
recommendations on whether the concept paper is accepted, needs revision, or rejected, and/or 
provides technical comments and suggestions, if necessary. For this screening, the concept 
paper together with a cost estimate table, a design and monitoring framework, and an 
information and communication technology (ICT) classification sheet (only for e-Asia program) 
must be sent to RSDD for the coordination with the concerned RC. An RC meeting will be 
organized when there are conflicting views among the committee members and will be called on 
by Deputy Director General, RSDD.  
 
4. Upon the clearance from the concerned RC, ADB project officer must circulate the 
revised concept paper to other key support departments that are not included in the concerned 
RC for the interdepartmental comments. 2 

 
C. Concept Clearance 

 
5. The concept paper must then be cleared by the respective Vice–President (VP) or for 
departments reporting directly to the President, by the Managing–Director General (MD) subject 
to endorsement of funding from the Government of Korea.3

 Those concept papers, already 
included the country partnership strategy (formerly country strategy and program) or its annual 
updates, and the regional cooperation strategy or its annual updates, do not need to be cleared 
again by the respective VP or by the MD. 

 
 
 
 

                                                
1
 ADB. 2006. Further Enhancing Country Strategy and Program and Business Processes.  Manila 

2
Key support departments include Economic and Research Department, Operations Evaluation Department, RSDD, Central 

Operations Service Office (COSO), Office of Cofinancing Operations (OCO), and Office of the General Counsel. 
3  Concept clearance by department grouping as follows: Office of the Vice–President Operations 1 (South Asia Regional 
Department, Central and West Asia, Private Sector Operations Department, Office of the Vice–President Operations 2 (East Asia 
Regional Department, Southeast Asia Regional Department, Pacific Regional Department, COSO; Vice President–Knowledge 
Management and  Sustainable Department [VP–KM and SD] (RSDD, ERD, OCO); and Managing Director (Department of External 
Relations, Office of the Auditor-General, Office of Regional Economic Integration, Strategy and Policy Department, Office of the 
Special Project Facilitator, Office of Risk Management. 
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D. Proposal Preparation 
 

6. Upon concept clearance, ADB project officers must submit (i) the cleared concept paper 
(with a copy of the memo indicating concept clearance), (ii) the design and monitoring 
framework, (iii) cost estimate table, and (iv) ICT classification sheet only for e-Asia program 
(attached), from the concerned Director to DDG, RSDD.  
 
E. Endorsement by the Government 

 
7. RSDD will submit the proposal to the Government of  Korea for endorsement. The 
Government will review the proposals within 45 calendar days from the date of submission. In 
the event the Government does not respond within the indicated time period, the proposal will 
be considered as endorsed by the Government for financing under the Fund.  
 

F. Project Processing 
 
8. Upon the endorsement of the Government, ADB project officer will process the proposal 
following ADB TA or loan processing procedures with some modification as appropriate. 

 



For country and regional PPTA 

 

Appendix  4: Application Templates 
 

 
{Title} 

Project Preparatory Technical Assistance Concept Paper 
 
Date: {Date} 

 
1. Country partnership strategy (CPS) / Regional cooperation strategy (RCS): {The TA must be included in the Country 

Operations Business Plan [COBP]/ Regional Operations Business Plan [ROBP].} 
• Year included in CPS/RCS/COBP/ROBP/CPS or RCS Midterm Review Report:       
• Reference number and date approved:       
• In case of change in the PPTA title, type, or amount, please state reason:       

 
2. Coverage {click on appropriate box} 

   Country        Subregional        Interregional 
 

 
      {Include city or province of country-specific PPTA/target countries of 
regional PPTA} 

3. Assistance Focus 

a. MTS Sector Group {check one} 

 Group I             Group II             Group III 

b.    Sector(s): {Check one} 
   Agriculture and Natural Resources  Industry and Trade 
   Education  Law, Economic Management and Public Policy 
   Energy    Transport and Communications  
   Finance  Water Supply, Sanitation, and Waste Management 
   Health, Nutrition and Social Protection  Multisector       {Specify up to three sectors.} 

Subsector(s):       {Insert main subsector of sector selected} 

 c. Targeting Classification {check one} 

   Targeted Intervention (TI) 
   Household (TI-H)                  Geographic (TI-G):                  MDG TI (M1-M7): 

 General Intervention (GI)  

 d. Key thematic area(s) {check up to three, if applicable} 
  Themes: 
   Sustainable economic growth  Environmental sustainability  
   Inclusive social development  Regional cooperation 
   Governance  Private sector development  
   Gender and development  Capacity development 

Subtheme{s}:       {Specify one subtheme per thematic area.} 
{Read and delete:  Theme assignment should include at least one of three pillars (sustainable economic growth, inclusive social 
development, governance) of the enhanced poverty reduction strategy. For details, see Consolidated Staff Instructions on Project 
Classification dated 15 December 2004 in Compendium of Staff Instructions, ADB Portal.} 

 

4. Name of the Project Officer:       Name of the Alternate Officer:       

• Local Number:        • Local Number:        
• Email Address:       

 
• Email Address:       

5. Department/Division: {Mnemonic Code} 

 
      

6. Project Description: {Describe in a short and concise paragraph.} 

• Link to Country Partnership Strategy/Regional Cooperation Strategy:  
{Describe in 2-3 sentences how the project to be developed supports the DMC’s national/sector priorities and investment plan. State how 
it fits within the CPS/RCS. Explain in 2-3 sentences justification for why PPTA is necessary.} 

      
 

• Impact {with indicators and performance targets. The outcome of the resulting project is to be stated and represents the impact 
statement of the PPTA.} 
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• Outcome {The outcome of the PPTA is the agreed design of the resulting project.} 
      
 

• Output, Key Activities and Time Frame 
{State the various sector, subsector, thematic, institutional and other assessments (e.g., poverty, socioeconomic, financial, gender and 
environment) or studies to be conducted and note the milestone dates, including pilot test, baseline surveys, etc.} 

       
{Specify what steps are to be taken to generate consensus on the project design. This refers to various forms of stakeholder 
consultation, participatory planning workshops, and brainstorming sessions and note the milestone dates.} 

      
 
7. Potential issues and risks {including social and/or environmental issues or concerns, public financial management, procurement and 

corruption, among others} 
      

 
8. Expected Year of Ensuing Loan/Grant:       
9. Expected Amount of Ensuing Loan/Grant: 
 

$     .00 

10. Expected Benefits from the Project: {2-3 sentences} 
      

 
11. Implementation Arrangements 
 

• Proposed executing/implementing agency       
 

• Institutional/organizational assessment on the executing/implementing agency previously conducted 
{required for TAs whose implementation will be delegated} 

     Yes                                                         No 
{If yes, please provide in 2-3 sentences information on EA/IA’s staffing capacity, organizational set up and evidence of transparence and 
accountability.} 

      
 

• Nature/extent of government/beneficiary involvement in identifying or conceptualizing the assistance:  
{List the institutions in government and civil society, including nongovernment organizations that have been consulted about the project, 
and the nature of the consultations. Attach DMC(s) endorsement/s.} 
       

 
• Complementary inputs to be provided by Government and/or other TA providing agencies 

      
 
{If the TA requires consultant inputs, specify the areas of expertise, duration, and expected results. Provide outline terms of reference in 
appendix 2. If consultants are to be engaged by ADB, include the following: “The consultants will be engaged by ADB in accordance with 
the Guidelines on the Use of Consultants (2007, as amended from time to time).”} 
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12. Cost Estimates {and Proposed Financing Arrangements} 
 

The total cost of the project preparation/development is estimated at $      equivalent.  It is proposed that the 
ADB under PPTA provide $      equivalent on a grant basis. The Government will finance the remaining 
$      equivalent. 
 

If cofinancing is required, indicate amount and sources sought: $____, from ____________. 
{If known, provide cost estimates and financing arrangements in the table below. If not known, delete the table below.} 

 

Source                                                   Amount ($) 

ADB Financing 
Government Financing 
Other Financing 
Total Cost 
Source: 

 
13. JSF Amount Requested $     .00 

• Elements that Justify JSF Financing: {2-3 sentences} 
      

 
• Coordination with local Japanese Embassy or any other embassy when external funding is involved 
{requirement by JSF} 

Name of the staff of the local Japanese Embassy / external partner embassy whom you have briefed: 
      
Date of the discussion:       
Results of the discussion:       {Include also what is the agreed approach to increase visibility upon approval of the TA – (i) 
public delivery of TA report; (ii) inception workshop; (iii) press conference, or (iv) any other event to increase donor visibility.} 

 
14. Monitoring and Evaluation 

{Describe in 3-5 sentences how the TA will be monitored and evaluated/how will the good practices and lessons learned be disseminated.} 

      
 

 

 



For country and regional CDTA/PATA/RDTA 
 

 

{Title} 

Technical Assistance Concept Paper 
 
Date: {Date} 

 
15. Country partnership strategy (CPS) / Regional cooperation strategy (RCS): {The TA must be included in the Country 

Operations Business Plan [COBP]/ Regional Operations Business Plan [ROBP].} 
• Year included in CPS/RCS/COBP/ROBP/CPS or RCS Midterm Review Report:       
• Reference number and date approved:       
• In case of change in the TA title, type, or amount, please state reason:       

 
16. TA Type {check one} 
 

   CDTA             PATA             RDTA 
 

17. Categorization of TA: {check one} 
 

   Category A TA    Category B TA 

18. Coverage {click on appropriate box} 

 Country         Subregional         Interregional 
 

 Cluster 
 

 
      {Include city or province of country-specific CDTA/PATA/RDTA; and 
target countries or region of R-CDTA/R-PATA/RDTA} 

19. For RDTA: Medium Term Corporate Strategic Priorities for Research: {The research and development proposal must be 
consistent with/fall under ADB’s Medium Term Corporate Strategic Priorities for Research.} 

 

 Promoting Inclusive Growth       Address increasing commodity price 
 Addressing Climate Change       Demographic Change 
 Regional Integration         Other       {Specify} 

 
20. Assistance Focus 

a. MTS II Sector Group {check one} 

 Group I             Group II             Group III 

b.    Sector(s): {Check one} 

   Agriculture and Natural Resources  Industry and Trade 
   Education  Law, Economic Management and Public Policy 
   Energy    Transport and Communications  
   Finance  Water Supply, Sanitation, and Waste Management 
   Health, Nutrition and Social Protection  Multisector       {Specify up to three sectors.} 

Subsector(s):       {Insert main subsector of sector selected} 

 c. Targeting Classification {check one} 
   Targeted Intervention (TI) 

   Household (TI-H)                  Geographic (TI-G):                  MDG TI (M1-M7): 
 General Intervention (GI)  

 d. Key thematic area(s) {check up to three, if applicable} 
  Themes: 
   Sustainable economic growth  Environmental sustainability  
   Inclusive social development  Regional cooperation 
   Governance  Private sector development  
   Gender and development  Capacity development 
 Subtheme{s}:       {Specify one subtheme per thematic area.} 

{Read and delete:  Theme assignment should include at least one of three pillars (sustainable economic growth, inclusive social 
development, governance) of the enhanced poverty reduction strategy. For details, see Consolidated Staff Instructions on Project 
Classification dated 15 December 2004 in Compendium of Staff Instructions, ADB Portal.} 

 

21. Name of the Project Officer:       Name of the Alternate Officer:       

• Local Number:        • Local Number:        
• Email Address:       

 
• Email Address:       



 

 

22. Department/Division: {Mnemonic Code}       
 
23. Project Description: {Describe in a short and concise paragraph.} 

• Link to Country Partnership Strategy/Regional Cooperation Strategy:  
{Describe in 2-3 sentences how the TA supports the DMC’s national/sector priorities and how it fits within the CPS/RCS. Describe also 
linkage to lending program including brief description of the ensuing/related loan.  
If applicable, explain in 2-3 sentences the relationship between any similar previous or current TA (both by ADB and other donors) and 
proposed TA. Provide sufficient justification why the proposed TA is necessary, in addition to previous TAs.} 

      
 

• Analysis of development constraints and issues relevant to the proposed TA:  
      

 

• Impact {Expected impact with indicators and performance targets.} 
      
 

• Outcome {Expected outcome with indicators and performance targets. Describe in 2-3 sentences what the TA intends to accomplish 
by the end of implementation. By doing so makes it clear what development problem the project will address outlining the benefits and 
changes.} 
      
 

• Outputs, Key Activities and Time Frame 

      
 
24. Potential issues and risks {including social and/or environmental issues or concerns, public financial management, procurement and 

corruption, among others} 
      

 
25. Implementing Agency 
 

• Proposed executing/implementing agency       
 

• Institutional/organizational assessment on the executing/implementing agency previously conducted 
{required for TAs whose implementation will be delegated} 

     Yes                                                         No 
{If yes, please provide in 2-3 sentences information on EA/IA’s staffing capacity, organizational set up and evidence of transparence and 
accountability.} 

      
 

• Complementary inputs to be provided by Government and/or other TA providing agencies 
      

 
{If the TA requires consultant inputs, specify the area of expertise, duration and expected results. Provide outline terms of references in 
appendix 2. If consultants are to be engaged by ADB, include the following: “The consultants will be engaged by ADB in accordance with 
the Guidelines on the Use of Consultants (2007, as amended from time to time).”} 

      
 
26. Nature/extent of government/beneficiary involvement in identifying or conceptualizing the assistance:  

{List the institutions in government and civil society, including nongovernment organizations that have been consulted about the project, 
and the nature of the consultations. Attach DMC(s) endorsement/s.} 

       
 

27. Timetable for processing and implementation 
      

 



 

 

28. Cost Estimates {and Proposed Financing Arrangements} 
 

The total cost of the TA is estimated at $      equivalent.  It is proposed that the ADB provide $      
equivalent on a grant basis. The Government will finance the remaining $      equivalent. 
 

If cofinancing is required, indicate amount and sources sought: $____, from ____________. 
{If known, provide cost estimates and financing arrangements in the table below. If not known, delete the table below.} 

 

Source                                                              Amount ($) 

ADB Financing 
Government Financing 
Other Financing 
Total Cost 
Source: 

 

29. JSF Amount Requested $     .00 
• Elements that Justify JSF financing: {2-3 sentences} 

      
 
• Coordination with local Japanese Embassy or any other embassy when external funding is involved 
{requirement by JSF} 

Name of the staff of the local Japanese Embassy/external partner embassy whom you have briefed:  
      
Date of the discussion:       
Results of the discussion:       {Include also what is the agreed approach to increase visibility upon approval of the TA – (i) 
public delivery of TA report; (ii) inception workshop; (iii) press conference, or (iv) any other event to increase donor visibility.} 

 
30. Monitoring and Evaluation 

{Describe in 3-5 sentences how the TA will be monitored and evaluated/how will the good practices and lessons learned be disseminated} 

      
 



Appendix 1 

 

DESIGN AND MONITORING FRAMEWORK 
 
{Read and delete: Text inside frame must be left-aligned.} 
Design 
Summary 

Performance 
Targets/Indicators 

Data Sources/Reporting 
Mechanisms  

Assumptions  
and Risks {it is not essential 
for all rows to include both 

assumptions and risks} 
Impact 
{Previously goal} 
 

  Assumptions 

•  
•  
Risks 

•  
•  
{Outcome + Assumptions 
and Risks contribute to 
Impact} 

Outcome 
{Previously purpose} 
 

  Assumptions 

•  
•  
 Risks 

•  
•  
{Outputs + Assumptions and 
Risks = Outcome} 

Outputs 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 

  Assumptions 

•  
•  
 Risks 

•  
•  
{Activities + Assumptions 
and Risks = Outputs} 

Activities with Milestones 
1.1 
1.2 
 
2.1 
2.2. 
 
3.1. 
3.2. 
 
 

Inputs 
{include the following as 
applicable} 
• ADB 
• Government 
• Cofinancing 
• Beneficiaries 
• Private sector 
• Others 
 

{List alphabetically and define all abbreviations used in the table. Font is Arial 9 pt.} 
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COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCING PLAN 
($'000) 

 
 Unit  Unit Total 
Item Cost  Cost 
A. Asian Development Bank Financinga    
 1. Consultants    
  a. Remuneration and Per Diem    
   i. International Consultants   0.00 
   ii. Domestic Consultants   0.00 
  b. International and Local Travel   0.00 
  c. Reports and Communications   0.00 
 2. Equipment   0.00 
 3. Training, Seminars, and Conferences    
  a. Facilitators   0.00 
  b. Training Program   0.00 
 4. Surveys   0.00 
 5. Miscellaneous Administration and  
  Support Costs 

  0.00 

 6. Contingencies   0.00 
   Subtotal (A)   0.00 
    
B. Government Financingb    
 1. Office Accommodation and Transport   0.00 
 2. Remuneration and Per Diem 
  of Counterpart Staff 

  0.00 

 3. Others   0.00 
   Subtotal (B)   0.00 
    Total   0.00 

{Define symbols and abbreviations, e.g., — = not available.} 
{Notes and footnotes, if any, are next.} 
a
  Financed by the {e-Asia Fund or Knowledge Partnership Fund} 

b
 {Leave section heading as is if fund source in heading A is ADB’s TA funding 

program, or the Japan Special Fund. If TA is cofinanced by a bilateral source 
(e.g., Government of Spain), change the heading to “Government of Spain 
Financing,” and add heading “C. Government of {name of DMC} Financing.” For 
regional TA, if the fund source in heading A is ADB’s TA funding program or the 
Japan Special Fund, increase the number of headings if funding is to be provided 
by several DMC governments, e.g., “B. Government of India Financing,” “C. 
Government of Nepal Financing.” If funding from several governments is lumped 
together, leave heading as is, but list the governments in this footnote. 

              Source: {Asian Development Bank estimates.} 
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ICT CLASSIFICATION SHEET 
{Tick one or more boxes, as applicable} 

  The role of governments and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development 
   National or regional e-strategies 
   Mainstreaming ICTs for Development in International Organizations 

     Establishing functioning Public-Private Partnerships and Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships in      
developing and implementing national e-strategies 

  Information and communication infrastructure 
   Infrastructure projects 
   Convergence of networks 
   Broadening access (ICTs for all) 
   International and regional cooperation 

  Access to information and knowledge 
   Policy and legislation 
   Information access 
   Research and Development 
   Community centers 
   Software and open access 
   Digital libraries and archives 

  Capacity-building 
   ICT Literacy 
   National policies 
   ICT Professionals and experts 
   Distance learning 
   International and regional cooperation 

  Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs 
   National approaches 
   International and regional cooperation 

  Enabling Environment 
   Policy, regulatory, and legal reform 
   Internet-related law and governance 
   Entrepreneurship and Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
   Consumer-related policy and dispute 

  ICT applications: benefits in all aspects of life 
   E-government 
   E-business 
   E-learning 
   E-health 
          E-employment 
   E-environment 
   E-agriculture 
   E-science 
                 Disaster Management 

  Cultural diversity and identify, linguistic diversity and local content 
   National approaches 
   International and regional cooperation 

  Media 

  Ethical dimensions of the information society 
   Promoting respect for peace and fundamental shared values of freedom, equality, solidarity 
   Increasing awareness of the ethical dimensions of ICT use 
   Protecting privacy and personal data and taking preventive measures against abusive uses of ICTs 

  International and regional cooperation  
   Examples of governmental development assistance programmes 
   Other examples of international and regional cooperation 
   Regional initiatives 
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Appendix  5: E-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund 
Bi-Annual Project Status Report 

(July to Dec 2009) 
 

A. Basic TA Information 
TA Number: 
  

Responsible Task Officer, Project Analyst and 
Division:   
Project officer: 
Position: 
Division: 
Email: 
Tel. No.: 
Fax No.: 
 

Country and  Region:   
 

Project Title:   
 
Amount:
  

Total TA amount: US$_________________ 

e-Asia/KPF Fund 
Contribution: 

e-Asia: US$_____________ KPF: US$_____________ 

ADB concept approval date: _______________ ADB project approval date: _______________ 
GOK approval date: _______________               Project commencement date: _______________ 
Links to ADB Portfolio:   
 
Links to Project-related documents (if available): 
 
Executing Agency:    
 
Implementing Agency(ies):    
Contact person: 
Position: 
Email: 
Tel. No.: 
Fax No.: 
 
 

B. TA Implementation Status 
Period of Reporting: July 2009 to Dec 2009  

Summary of Status (pls. tick  � as appropriate):  
 Inception phase 
 Mid-term accomplishments 
 Near completion of TA implementation 
 TA implementation completed (Financially 

NOT yet closed) 

 
  TA 100% Completed and  Closed –  

Date of Project Completion: _______________ 
Date of Financial Closing: ____________ 

Objective:   
 
Project Components  Targeted/Expected 

Output 
Accomplishment  Notes – Remarks: 

(%) Rating
1
 

     

     

     

     

 
 

                                                
1 HS = Highly satisfactory, S = Satisfactory, PS = Partly Satisfactory, U = Unsatisfactory. 
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C. Fund Utilization 
Disbursements: 

Cumulative Disbursements (from Commencement up to Dec 31, 2009): US$________________ 
Balance (Fund Contribution less Cumulative Disbursement): US$_______________ 
Projected Disbursements (Jan 2010 to June 2010): US$ _______________                                            
Notes – Remarks: 
 
 
 
 

D. Major Issues/Problems 
Problems / Issues Action Taken / Proposed 

  

  

  

Comments, Suggestions, and Remarks, if any:   
 
 

 

E. Project Highlights and Accomplishments 
Component/Objective Outcome/Impact * 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* Please provide a brief summary of outcome and impact to date, vis-à-vis project objectives, if applicable. 
 

F. Lessons Learned ** 
Dimension Detail 

a. Government policy/strategy  

b. Project design  

c. Project management/implementation  

d. Human capacity  

e. Partnership/stakeholder  

f. Political/social environment  

* Highlight lessons that can help guide future project design, implementation, and evaluation. Your inputs 
may be featured in the EAKPF website (http://www.adb.org/e-asiafund/). Please use a separate sheet, if 
necessary. 
 
Prepared by: Name/Position Division Signature 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
Please send this report by e-mail to Ms. Mary Grace P. Mirandilla (mmirandilla.consultant@adb.org) with 
copy to Mr. Seok Yong Yoon (syoon@adb.org).  
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Appendix 6: E-Asia and Knowledge Partnership Fund Approved Projects 
July 2006-June 2010 

 

TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

7576 Promoting an 
Interlinked ASEAN 
Capital Market 
 

REG Finance To have freer and 
increased flow in a 
more intergrated 
ASEAN capital 
market. 
 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000 20-Apr-10 9-Aug-10 (Inception stage) 
• Develop mutual recognition 

and harmonization framework 
and a comparable legal and 
enforcement framework  

• Create new system design for 
ASEAN Gateway  

• Develop ASEAN corporate 
governance standards 

• Develop regionally oriented 
products  

• Conduct regional tax 
harmonization study 

• Conduct capacity building for 
regional capital market 
regulators  

• Reinforce ASEAN’s working 
process, policy coordination, 
policy transparency, and 
communication strategy 
through the group of experts 
and ASEC 

 
7556 Public Transport 

Information and 
Communication 
Technology 
 

MON Transport and  
ICT 

 To improve the public 
transport 
management capacity 
of municipal 
government of 
Ulaanbaatar (MGU) 
through the 
introduction of 
management tools-
based ICT. 
 

e-Asia 500,000 22-Jan-10 29-Jun-10 (Inception stage) 
The TA will introduce integrated 
circuit card (ICC) ticketing and 
automatic vehicle location (AVL) 
systems that will:  
• Establish a transparent and 

accountable ICT system for 
passenger ticketing based on 
a smart-card system 

• Optimize use of resources by 
eliminating illegal free riding 

• Install an efficient ICT-based 
financial management system 

• Rationalize bus routing, 
dispatching, and scheduling 
based on actual passenger 
demand and observed travel 
patterns. 



 
 

 
 
 

4
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

 

7543 Sharing Knowledge 
on Community 
Driven 
Development in 
Asia and the 
Pacific (Sharing 
Knowledge on 
Community-Driven 
Development in 
Asia and the 
Pacific) 
 

REG Multisector 
(Public 
administration, 
decentralization
, agriculture 
and 
rural sector 
development, 
social 
protection, 
water supply 
and 
sanitation, slum 
upgrading and 
housing) 

To contribute to more 
inclusive economic 
growth in DMCs 
stemming from 
increased demand for 
and application of 
community 
development 
approaches. The TA 
will strengthen the 
capacity of DMCs to 
apply community 
development 
approaches through 
knowledge sharing 
and cooperation 
among participating 
countries and 
institutions.  
 

e-Asia 500,000 19-Mar-10 14-Jun-10 (Inception stage) 
• Conduct studies and research 

on community development 
approaches 

• Support for community 
development learning hub 

• Support for community 
development network 

 

7552 Support for Trade 
Facilitation in 
BIMP-EAGA 
 

REG Industry and  
Trade 

To increase trade and 
tourism in BIMP-
EAGA 

e-Asia 500,000 22-Feb-10 14-Jun-10 (Inception stage) 
• Improve CIQS systems at the 

eight priority entry points  
o Validation of SOPs and 

rationalization of CIQS 
RRPs 

o Capacity building.  
o Institutional strengthening.  

• Increase compliance by 
private sector with CIQS 
RRPs at the eight entry points 
o Public–private sector 

partnership 
o Improving compliance with 

CIQS RRPs  
 

7540 Mainstreaming 
Public-Private 
Partnerships  
 

THA Multisector To enhance private 
sector investment in 
infrastructure during 
the medium term 
(starting from 2012) 
leading to improved 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  7-Apr-10 2-Jun-10 (Inception stage) 
• Develop appropriate policy, 

legal, regulatory and 
institutional provisions—and 
enabling framework for PPPs 
in Thailand 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

availability and quality 
of infrastructure in 
Thailand and thus 
contributing to 
economic growth. 
 

• Develop bankable 
infrastructure PPP projects 

• Provide support for pilot 
transactions 

• Develop institutional capacity 
 

7513 Computer Access 
Mentorship 
Program—a Public-
Private Partnership 
for Enhancing 
Education Quality 
 

PHI Education To help improve basic 
education by 
developing an 
innovative strategy for 
improving education 
quality. In particular, 
the project will 
address what is 
widely recognized as 
a fundamental 
weakness among 
Philippine students—
poor reading skills. 

e-Asia 500,000 21-Jul-09 12-Apr-10 (Inception stage) 

• Increase access to online in-
service training opportunities 
in reading for elementary 
teachers. 

• Develop training modules and 
materials for online 
strengthening of teaching 
skills in reading. 

• Improve teacher 
competencies in using a 
student-centered approach to 
the teaching of reading. 

• Establish monitoring and 
evaluation system. 

 
7414 Institutional 

Modernization to 
Improve the 
Business 
Environment in 
Armenia  
 

ARM Law, economic 
management, 
and public 
policy 

The subproject will 
assist the 
Government of 
Armenia develop a 
road map to 
implement the 
Government’s 
Strategy for 
Introduction of the 
System of Training, 
Continuous 
Professional 
Development, and 
qualification of Public 
Financial 
Management, 
particularly 
accreditation system 
for PFM professionals 
and a training needs 
analysis of PFM and 
procurement 

e-Asia  500,000 25-Jun-08 8-Dec-09 (Inception stage) 

• Support introduction of an 
online business registry and 
will make the process of 
business registration efficient. 

• Conduct an organization and 
business redesign study to 
examine the need for 
legislative and other changes 
to operationalize SRA’s new 
business model. 

• Provide legal assistance to 
the Ministry of Justice to draft 
any required changes in laws 
and rules for implementing 
these reforms. 

• Support any reorganization of 
business processes of the 
SRA that may be necessary 
following setting up of an 
electronic business registry 



 
 

 
 
 

4
3
 

A
p
p
e
n
d
ix

  6
 

TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

professionals at 
various levels. 
 

 

7399 ICT-based 
Inclusive Growth 
and Poverty 
Reduction in the 
Pacific (old name: 
Pacific Regional 
ICT Development)  
 

REG Transport and  
ICT 

To enable SPC to 
better assist Pacific 
DMCs in assessing 
options for accessing 
regional connectivity 
infrastructure, making 
informed choices, and 
preparing investment 
proposals. The TA will 
explore appropriate 
and innovative ICT 
services and 
applications to help 
Pacific DMCs 
promote inclusive 
growth and poverty 
reduction. 

e-Asia 500,000 13-Apr-09 3-Dec-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 
Financing plan and business 
models for different options 
of regional backbone network 
and in-country facilities in 
selected Pacific DMCs 

• Scope modified to 
complement other 
development partner’s 
assessment on submarine 
cables in the region.  

• Study conducted on new 
technological options, with 
case studies in Federated 
States of Micronesia, Kiribati, 
Vanuatu and Marshall 
Islands. 

 
7379 Establishment of e-

Systems in Support 
of Infrastructure 
Finance in Asia 
 

REG Multisector 
(Energy; 
Transport and  
ICT; Water) 

To strengthen the 
capacity of DMCs to 
find appropriate 
financing for 
infrastructure projects 
and to strengthen 
ADB’s support for 
such activities and its 
capacity to link into 
such financing. 
 

e-Asia 500,000 2-Sep-09 13-Nov-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 
National Infrastructure 
Information Systems (NIIS)  

• Developed and piloted in 
Viet Nam; potentially a 
useful database system not 
only for countries but also to 
monitor ADB PPP projects.  

• Viet Nam requested ADB 
assistance in rolling out 
system across country. 

 
7365 Capacity Building 

Program on Clean 
Development 
Mechanism (CDM) 
 

MON Climate 
Change 

To enhance the 
capacity and 
expertise in Mongolia, 
and to identify, 
develop and 
undertake Clean 
Development 
Mechanism (CDM) 
projects. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

 500,000  21-Jul-09 22-Oct-09 (Near completion) 
 
CDM Capacity Building 
Program 

• Three (3) consultation 
meetings conducted with 
Government of Mongolia and 
relevant stakeholders.  

• Four (4) CDM workshops 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

held between October 2009 
and May 2010. 
 

CDM Project Assessment 

• Three (3) project design 
documents on energy-
efficiency, renewable energy, 
and afforestation/reforestation 
CDM developed.  

 
Approved request for change in 
scope and TA completion date 
until 31 March 2010 to include: 
reorganization and updating of 
the CDM DNA Mongolia 
website, translation of CDM 
manual to Mongolian language, 
and conduct of fourth CDM 
training workshop. 
 

7351 Improving Public 
Services through 
ICT (old name: ICT 
Capacity Building 
and Knowledge 
Sharing) 
 

REG Transport and  
ICT 

To help improve the 
contribution of ICT in 
national and sector 
development by 
enhancing the 
capacity of the 
governments of 
Mongolia, Philippines, 
and Viet Nam. The TA 
will improve the 
knowledge, skills, and 
awareness of 
policymakers, line 
ministries, project 
managers, and other 
stakeholders in these 
three DMCs to 
formulate, direct 
and/or implement ICT 
policies and programs 
by applying 
appropriate ICT 
maturity assessment, 
participating in the 
learning programs, 

e-Asia 500,000 29-May-09 22-Sep-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 
Framework (e-government 
best practices and maturity 
model) to assess e-
government maturity of three 
countries 

• Final e-Government CMM 
developed was a hybrid 
model of Chilean e-
Government CMM and 
COBIT, a well-known IT 
governance framework. 

  
ICT project guidebook 

• ICT project guidebook drafted 
as wikipedia of IT project 
management related 
information, technique and 
materials, e-government 
related best practices, and e-
government and ICT policy 
aspects.   
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

and developing road 
map and strategies. 

Develop, localize, and provide 
overall learning programs to 
governments of participating 
countries 

• Six (6) country workshops 
from five (5) focus sectors 
conducted; 200 government 
officials trained. 

 
7334 India Municipal 

Finance Study 
 

IND Finance To assist the 
Government in 
formulating a feasible 
direction for the fiscal 
reform program by 
assessing the fiscal 
decentralization and 
budget and revenue 
systems at the 
municipal level.  The 
immediate purposes 
of this proposal are to 
provide a holistic view 
of the issues of the 
municipal finance 
structure and/or 
system, and to 
identify key reform 
measures of 
municipal finance in 
India’s rapidly 
changing urban 
context.  
 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  3-Aug-09 24-Aug-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 

Review overall issues and 
assess sustainability of 
municipal finance in India 
• Data from five (5) states 

(31 municipalities as 
sample cases) collected; 
analysis of survey data 
ongoing. 

 

Broaden knowledge-base 
on municipal 
governments’ fiscal and 
financial system through 
international good 
practices and knowledge 
partnership 
• International workshop 

held in Seoul, Korea 
 

7338 Strengthening 
Indonesia's 
Economic Early 
Warning System 
(old name: 
Fostering 
Knowledge 
Partnerships to 
Strengthen 
Indonesia’s 
Economic Early 

INO Finance To improve quality of 
economic vulnerability 
reporting. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  29-May-09 21-Aug-09 (Mid-term progress)  
 
Diagnostics study of current 
Early Warning System (EWS) 
at Ministry of Finance (MoF) 
in comparison with EWSs in 
other institutions (ADB, IMF, 
ECB, and ASEAN+3 
countries) 

• Blueprint for a comprehensive 
EWS being developed to 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

Warning Systems)  
 

provide a detailed roadmap 
on how to enhance 
Indonesian EWS+ in the 
medium- term.  

• Comparative study to South 
Korea conducted July 2010. 

 
7305 Tonle Sap 

Technology 
Demonstrations for 
Productivity 
Enhancement 
 

CAM Agriculture and 
natural 
resources 

To increase access of 
smallholders, 
marginal farmers, and 
poor households to 
good agricultural 
practices, 
technologies, and 
information in order to 
diversify and improve 
income of 
smallholders, 
marginal farmers, and 
poor households in 
the Tonle Sap Basin. 
  

e-Asia  500,000 14-Jul-08 1-Jul-09 (Inception stage) 

• Demonstrate good 
agricultural practices and 
technologies and provide 
training. 

• Establish physical rural ICT 
facilities for pilot testing. 

7297 Road Database 
Development Using 
Geographic 
Information System 
(GIS)  
 

MON Transport and  
ICT  

To improve road 
maintenance 
management in 
Mongolia. 

e-Asia  500,000 8-Apr-09 9-Jun-09 (Inception stage) 

• Upgrade the existing road 
database. 

• Establish a data center and 
web server. 

• Strengthen institutional 
capacity. 
 

6407 Greater Mekong 
Subregion Phnom 
Penh Plan for 
Development 
Management III 
(4th 
supplementary) 
 

CAM Multisector To build capacity of 
GMS government 
officials, strengthen 
GMS institutions, and 
encourage knowledge 
generation and 
dissemination.  

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  13-Apr-09 12-May-09 (Near completion) 
 
Demand-driven Learning 
Programs and Core GMS 
Champions and Leaders 

• Learning program on 
Science, Technology and 
Innovation Policy for GMS 
Cooperation in partnership 
with the Asian Development 
Institute of the Graduate 
School of Public 
Administration at Seoul 
National University 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

scheduled for 5-11 
September 2010 

  
7277 Governance and 

Capacity 
Development 
Initiative (Phase 2) 
 

REG Public Sector 
Management 

To assist selected 
DMCs in responding 
more effectively to 
governance risks at 
the country and sector 
level.  
 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  22-Feb-08 28-Apr-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 
Nepal capacity assessment 
• Capacity assessment of 

“Core Team” appointed to 
implement the Government of 
Nepal’s “Transitional Action 
Plan for the Anticorruption 
Strategy” (2009) ongoing.  

 
Indonesia capacity 
assessment  

• Under a joint assessment 
with COSO, Procurement 
Review for Effective 
Implementation (PREI) 
ongoing to assess 
procurement capacity, 
practices, outcomes and risks 
in four procuring entities. 
Expected completion in 
November 2010. 

 
Federated States of 
Micronesia, Lao PDR and the 
Philippines  
• Proposals received for the 

conduct of detailed 
assessments of procurement 
capacity for DMCs under 
review. Consultants 
recruitment expected in 
September 2010. 

 
6523 Partnership for 

Good Governance 
and Knowledge on 
Urban Water 
Management  
 

REG Water supply, 
sanitation, and 
waste 
management 

To (i) build on K-
water’s (Korea Water 
Resources 
Corporation) existing 
WSS training 
programs, (ii) 
package a structured 

e-Asia 500,000 1-Dec-08 19-Jan-09 (Mid-term progress) 
 
Assess suitability of K-
water’s existing training 
programs to train water 
supply and sanitation (WSS) 
operators and organizations  
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

series of training 
programs on WSS 
management and 
governance targeting 
WSS operators and 
organizations as 
training units, and (iii) 
establish modular 
training courses 
involving water sector 
clients of ADB in 
South Asia. 

• Bhutan Thimphu City 
Corporation (TCC) and Laos 
Luang Prabang Water Supply 
State-owned Enterprise 
(LPWSE) selected for two (2) 
case cities. Diagnosis report 
submitted. 

 
Training framework, program, 
and modules implement for 
both operators 

• Training framework 
developed. 

• Training of Thimphu/ Bhutan 
WS operator carried out in 
August-September 2009 at 
the K-Water Academy and 
in Laos from April-May 
2009. About 30 middle and 
high level managers from 
Thimphu trained. 
 

6513 Rural ICT Policy 
Advocacy, 
Knowledge 
Sharing, and 
Capacity Building  
 

REG Multisector To contribute to 
improving policy, 
legal, and regulatory 
environments to make 
them more conducive 
to the rapid 
deployment of ICT 
infrastructure and 
services for rural 
development. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

 500,000  14-Jul-08 18-Dec-08 (Mid-term progress) 
 
Case Studies and Toolkit 
Development 

• Study framework and 
questionnaire developed. 

• Draft country studies on India, 
Malaysia, Philippines, and 
Cambodia prepared. 

• Country workshops in 
Malaysia and Indonesia 
organized. 

 
Policy Analysis and 
Recommendations in 
Cambodia and Mongolia 

• National Workshop in 
Mongolia organized in 
November 2009.  

 
Knowledge Sharing and 
Capacity Building 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

• Concerned government 
officials from Cambodia and 
Mongolia attended in-country 
workshops of Indonesia and 
Malaysia to learn their policy 
framework, practices. and 
experiences in rural ICT 
development 

 
6514 The Harmonization 

of Asian Bond 
Standards (original 
proposal: 
Standardizing or 
Harmonizing Asian 
Bond Conventions 
and Norms) 
 

Asia 
Pacific 
Region 

Finance To promote the 
development of 
domestic and regional 
bond markets by: (i) 
harmonizing 
standards, including 
regulations, practices, 
and infrastructure, in 
secondary 
government bond 
markets; (ii) 
harmonizing 
standards for 
corporate bonds to 
facilitate cross-border 
issuance; (iii) 
strengthening SROs 
and/or establishing 
new ones, as 
appropriate, to 
facilitate the 
harmonization of 
corporate bond 
standards and 
regional bond market 
integration; and (iv) 
informing institutional 
investors of updates 
in the bond market 
situation and 
initiatives undertaken 
to achieve an efficient 
bond market. 
 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  20-Dec-06 16-Dec-08 (Mid-term progress) 
 

• Final draft “Report on 
Harmonization of Bond 
Standard in ASEAN+3” 
submitted during the Asian 
Bonds Market Initiative 
(ABMI) Task Force Meeting in 
Hanoi February 2010. 

 
Supports Establishment of 
ASEAN+3 Bond Market Forum 
(ABMF)  

• ASEAN+3 finance ministers 
decided to support ABMF 
during meeting in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan in May 2010 
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Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

7220 Geo-Information 
Technology for 
Hazard Risk 
Assessment  
 

VIE Agriculture and 
natural 
resources 

To enhance the 
Government’s 
capability to (i) carry 
out risk and 
vulnerability 
assessments, 
including physical, 
economic, social, and 
environmental 
impacts; and (ii) 
mainstream 
prevention and 
preparedness 
activities into the 
development process. 
 

e-Asia 500,000 12-Nov-06 8-Dec-08 (Mid-term) 
 
Institutional Analysis and 
Training Needs Assessment  

• Based on outcome, the 
implementation phase 
designed and approved by all 
partners. 

 
Guidebook for Multi-Hazard 
Risk Assessment 

• A guidebook—containing 
background information on 
MHRA—written and 
translated in Vietnamese. 

 
GIS exercises based on the 
Yen Bai dataset 

• First hazard exercises within 
a GIS environment completed 
and used during the first two 
training sessions. 

 
6502 Regional 

Knowledge and 
Partnership 
Networks for 
Poverty Reduction 
and Inclusive 
Growth  
 

REG Law, economic 
management, 
and public 
policy 

To build linkages with 
think tanks in the 
Asia-Pacific region for 
knowledge 
development and 
sharing on poverty 
and inclusive growth. 
To improve—through 
knowledge sharing—
strategic thinking on 
poverty reduction and 
inclusive growth. It will 
generate and share—
in a regional 
context—knowledge 
products in these 
areas. Through its 
regional website, it 
will institutionalize a 
regional knowledge 
network on poverty 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  4-Oct-07 14-Nov-08 (Mid-term) 
 
Three (3) regional 
conferences 

• First conference on “social 
impact of the global 
recession” held in Hanoi on 
28-30 September 2009, with 
350 participants.  

 
• Second conference on the 

“Environments of the Poor” to 
be held in New Delhi, India on 
24-26 November 2010. 

 
Regional website and poverty 
newsletter 
• AsiaPovNet and 

AsiaPovNews designed and 
launched in January 2010, 
and regularly updated. 
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Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

reduction for Asia and 
the Pacific. 

 
Publications 
• Hanoi conference produced 

more than 60 studies and a 
selection included in the book 
“Poverty and Sustainable 
Development in Asia: Impacts 
and Responses to the Global 
Economic Crisis.” More than 
1,000 copies of the book, 500 
CD ROMs, and 500 flyers 
were printed—majority of 
which have now been 
distributed. 

 
 6492 Knowledge Sharing 

on Infrastructure 
PPPs in Asia  
 

REG Multisector 
(water supply, 
sanitation, and 
waste 
management; 
transport and 
communication
s; industry and 
trade) 

To strengthen the 
capacity of DMCs by 
sharing knowledge 
and experience of 
successful PPP 
country frameworks 
and project case 
studies. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

 500,000  5-Jun-08 7-Oct-08 (Near completion) 
 
Workshop on PPP  

• To invite policy makers from 
DMCs across the Asia Pacific 
region and Latin America, as 
well as developed countries 
such as United Kingdom, 
Australia, Spain and Greece, 
to share and compare country 
experiences relevant to 
infrastructure development 
through a PPP approach. 
Cross-country comparison 
will discuss (i) policy 
provisions, (ii) project 
development approach, (iii) 
project development funding, 
(iv) procurement, (v) 
institutional set up, (vi) 
financial incentives provided 
during project development 
and implementation, (vii) 
regulatory arrangements, and 
(viii) comments on success 
factors or constraining 
factors. 

 
Review of ADB Assistance for 
Public-Private Partnerships in 
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Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

Infrastructure Development 
(1998-2008) 
• Initial step toward taking stock 

of ADB’s initiatives in 
promoting private sector 
participation in infrastructure, 
both as initiated by the 
regional departments that 
deal with the public sector 
and the Private Sector 
Operations Department that 
deal with the private sector. 
Review compiles what has 
been attempted and 
succeeded during the last 
decade in terms of promoting 
PPPs.  
 

7133 Capacity Building 
and School 
Networking for 
Educational 
Services (e-
learning) in 
Thailand  
 

THA Education To implement e-
learning courses for 
three core subjects of 
the national test—
science, mathematics, 
and English—for 
grade 6 students. 

e-Asia 500,000 11-Feb-08 19-Sep-08 (Completed) 
 
e-Learning System Network 
and e-Learning Course 
Modules 

• Completed in September 
2009. Apart from using the 
30 modules for teaching 
purposes, teachers from 
most participating schools 
have also uploaded new 
course contents onto the 
network to share among 
schools.  

• 75 of the 125 PCs procured 
were for the Electronics 
Learning and Information 
Network Center, an e-
learning development and 
training center. The Center 
was opened on 9 October 
2009 by the Prime Minister of 
Thailand, who gave an 
award to the Country 
Director of TRM for ADB’s 
contribution to e-learning. 
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TA No. Project Title Country Sector Objective 
Fund 

Window 
Amount  

(US$) 

Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

Networking Conference 

• Organized in October 2009 
• 16 demonstration schools 

agreed to form a network to 
cooperate on e-learning for 
basic education in Thailand. 

 
7111 Knowledge 

Transfer for Public 
Procurement in 
Nepal  
 

NEP Law, economic 
management, 
and public 
policy 

To strengthen the 
procurement capacity 
of the Government. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  16-Apr-08 31-Jul-08 (Completed) 
 
Standard Bidding Documents 

• Prepared. 
 

Procurement 
• Procurement website 

established to help 
institutionalize PPMO. 

 
Training modules and 
trainings 

• Series of workshops, which 
aims to increase awareness 
in public procurement, 
conducted where the e-
Procurement strategy was 
disseminated.  

 
4293 e-Tools for 

Community 
Focused Urban 
Poverty Reduction 
in the Philippines 
 

PHI Finance Improved and 
accelerated access by 
urban poor 
communities outside 
Metro Manila to 
affordable shelter, 
basic services and 
finance for shelter and 
livelihood. Through 
various ICT 
applications, the 
capacity of the 
HUDCC, DBP, 
community-based 
organizations (CBOs), 
homeowners’ 
associations (HOAs), 
local government 

e-Asia 500,000 11-Apr-08 27-Jun-08 (Completed) 
 
e-Tools for Pro-poor Urban 
Upgrading 

• 11 templates of e-Tools 
developed. These will help 
facilitate socioeconomic 
surveys, community action 
planning for urban 
upgrading, feasibility study 
preparation, procurement, 
contract management, and 
community estate 
management completed.  

• e-Tools made accessible in 
the Project Performance 
Monitoring System (PPMS) 
and website of the 
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Window 
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Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 

ADB 

 
Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

units (LGUs), and 
microfinance 
institutions (MFIs) to 
engage in pro-poor 
participatory planning 
and implementation 
will be strengthened. 

Development of Poor Urban 
Communities Sector Project 
(DPUCSP).  

 
e-Tools for Sustainable 
Shelter and Microenterprise 
Finance 

• Customized e-Tools 
developed to help selected 
MFI pre-qualify a client for 
eligibility for a housing loan 
and process online 
applications on a pilot basis. 

 
ICT Applications for Project 
Development and 
Management 

• PPMS enhanced and made 
accessible via the DPUCSP 
website to enable DBP and 
HUDCC to access the 
DPUCSP PPMS in more 
locations nationwide. 

 
7058 Piloting Community 

e-Centers for 
Better Health 
 

LAO Health To demonstrate the 
use of e-centers in 
rural health facilities 
to improve the skills of 
health staff and to 
promote health in 
rural communities. 

e-Asia 500,000 21-Aug-07 29-Jan-08 (Completed) 
 
Development of e-Center 
Networks  

• IT network rolled out. 
Installation and piloting also 
completed. 

 
Development of e-Health 
Content and Services 
• E-Health content completed 

and stored in 2 CDROMs. 
 
Capacity Building 
• IT and e-health training 

courses, together with a 
refresher course, completed.  

 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
• Provincial monitoring 

conducted. Evaluation 
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(US$) 

Approval 
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Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

completed and report from 
M&E specialist received. 

 
6426 Knowledge-Sharing 

Program Using 
Good Asian 
Practices in 
Innovation and 
Development  
 

REG Law, economic 
management, 
and public 
policy 

To strengthen the 
capacity of 
DMC policy makers, 
primarily government 
officials responsible 
for economic planning 
and policy 
making or specialized 
technology and 
innovation policy, to 
design and implement 
homegrown public 
policies on technology 
and innovation. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  9-Jul-07 11-Dec-07 (Near completion) 
 
Identification of good Asian 
practices 

• 20 good Asian practices 
identified, packaged, and 
shared with the three focus 
country government officials 
through workshops, 
consultations, and knowledge 
sharing programs (KSPs). 

 
Development and 
Implementation of training 
programs 

• Kyung Hee University (RETA 
contractor) developed 2-week 
executive KSP, 1-month 
professional KSP, and 
conducted KSPs for 27 
government officials from 
Mongolia, Viet Nam and Sri 
Lanka, respectively. in August 
2009 and March 2010. 

 
Evaluation of training 
program and development of 
sustainability mechanism 

• In-country conclusion 
workshops organized in each 
three focus country in June 
2010 aimed at disseminating 
knowledge of government 
officials who participated in 
the RETA KSPs, to apply 
them in their own country 
context, and to discuss next 
step. More than 200 
government officials and 
related stakeholders 
attended. 
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Window 
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Approval 
Date by 
GOK* 

Approval 
Date by 
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Project Activities, Status, and 

Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

• Recommended to deepen the 
KSP within concerned 
country and broaden country 
coverage to other DMCs as 
regional KSP. Further 
sustainability mechanism 
being developed by the 
Kyung Hee University. 

 
4999 

(Piggy-
backed 

to 
Loan 
2378) 

Financial Sector 
Program II 
Implementation 
(original proposal: 
Implementation 
Support for the 
Computerization of 
the National Bank 
of Cambodia)  
 

CAM Finance To support the 
National Bank of 
Cambodia with the 
procurement of and 
installation of the new 
integrated IT systems 
for accounting and 
reporting.  

e-Asia 500,000 23-Jan-07 6-Dec-07 (Completed) 
• New integrated IT systems for 

accounting and reporting 
hardware, operating system, 
and database installed July 
2009. 

• Users training and IT Division 
staff completed. 

• New system linked to main 
branches; Five branches 
completed in August 2010, 
five more branches to be 
linked by December 2010 

 
6419 Promoting 

Environmental 
Compliance and 
Enforcement in 
Asia (AECEN) 
 

REG Public Sector 
Management 

To enable members 
of the Asian 
Environmental 
Compliance and 
Enforcement Network 
(AECEN) to adopt the 
principles and good 
practices of 
environmental 
compliance and 
enforcement (ECE). It 
aims to contribute to 
the strengthening of 
enforcement of 
environmental laws 
and regulations by 
environmental 
agencies and 
improving compliance 
in the region. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

150,000  19-Oct-07 16-Nov-07 (Completed) 
 
Enhanced AECEN website on 
ECE principles and practices 
• Launched 

(http://www.aecen.org/) 
 
Compendium of Principles 
and Good Practices on 
Environmental Compliance 
and Enforcement  
• Compendium currently in 

Module of Good ECE 
Practices on enhanced 
AECEN website 

 
Improved knowledge on and 
increased understanding of 
ECE principles and practices 
by AECEN members and 
forum participants 
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• Over 120 participants from 
PRC and AECEN members 
participated in the annual 
regional AECEN forum 

 
4989 Deploying 

Innovative 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology (ICT) 
for Supporting e-
Governance in 
Assam  
 

IND Finance To (i) reduce the 
digital divide by 
expanding the Assam 
Wide Area Network 
(ASWAN) for e-
governance delivery 
in rural areas, 
improve ICT 
accessibility, and 
develop e-governance 
applications to be 
identified by the 
National e-
Governance Plan 
(NeGP); (ii) improve 
the legal, regulatory, 
and institutional 
framework for e-
governance, and ICT 
accessibility and 
expansion; and (iii) 
enhance institutional 
capacity and human 
resources for 
operating e-
governance 
applications and 
managing ICT 
infrastructure.  

e-Asia 500,000 18-Oct-07 15-Nov-07 (Completed) 
 
Feasibility study for cost 
efficient technology for 
expanding ASWAN through 
provision of last-mile 
connectivity 

• Assessment of technology 
options made to provide last 
mile connectivity (LMC) in 
semi-urban/ rural areas in 
Assam.   

• "Broadband over Power Line 
(BPL)" selected as the 
preferred technology option 
for the pilot project.   
 

Assisting the Government of 
Assam (GOA) to implement a 
pilot project 
• Sualkuchi, a semi-urban area 

famous for its silk weavers, 
around 35 Km2 from 
Guwahati, selected as pilot 
site. 

 
Development of a legal, 
regulatory, institutional 
framework, and human 
resource development 
programs 

• In place of a legal 
framework, an assessment 
report was developed, which 
includes recommendations 
on institutional and human 
capacity development 
programs to improve ICT 
accessibility in remote rural 
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(where available) 

areas.  
 
Development of an 
investment plan to improve 
ICT accessibility in remote 
rural areas and for expanding 
ICT infrastructure for e-
governance network 
• A PPP Concept Note was 

instead developed to explore 
the possibility of rolling out 
the BPL technology in 
Assam in the PPP model. 

 
4940 Business Process 

Reengineering and 
Change 
Management for 
Tax Administration 
Modernization  
 

KGZ Finance To support the aim to 
modernize tax 
administration in 
Kyrgyz through an 
improved business 
process reengineering 
and change 
management 
activities. 

e-Asia 500,000 6-Apr-07 14-Jun-07 (Near completion)  
• Finalization of the new 

business process for tax 
administration is one of the 
key accomplishments of this 
TA. Other key activities such 
as ‘training the trainers’ and 
development of training 
manuals and best practices 
guidelines on automated tax 
administration were started in 
2009. All activities to be fully 
completed in 4th quarter 2010. 

 
Grant 
0070 

(under 
Loan 
2307) 

Customs 
Modernization 
Project  
 

MON Industry and  
Trade 

To ensure the 
successful completion 
of the Project by 
strengthening the 
institutional and 
human capacity of 
Mongolian Customs 
General 
Administration in 
project 
implementation. 

Knowledge 
Partnership 

500,000  13-Nov-06 20-Dec-06 (Mid-term progress)  
 
Enhancement of Business 
Process 

• Business process reviewed 
and embedded in new 
Customs Automated 
Information System (CAIS). 

 
Training 

• Domestic and international 
training in relation to 
establishing new CAIS and 
improvement of customs 
infrastructure conducted on 
according to training plan 
ongoing.  
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ADB 
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Accomplishments to date 
(where available) 

• Training courses expected to 
be hosted in 2010: 

1) training for customs 
brokers 

2) training for freight 
forwarders 

3) training for authorized 
carriers 

4) training for 
representatives of 
commercial banks 

 
Inter-agency coordination 
• Project Steering Committee 

consisting of various 
agencies established and 
Committee meetings held. 

• Project also contributed to the 
process of establishing the 
single window in Mongolia. 

 
 6358 South Asia 

Subregional 
Economic 
Cooperation 
(SASEC) 
Information 
Highway  
 

BAN, 
BHU, 

IND, and 
NEP 

Transport and  
ICT 

To help SASEC 
countries prepare an 
investment project 
that will (i) establish 
data interchange 
capacity for the four 
SASEC members with 
reduced cost and an 
increase in reliability 
and competition; (ii) 
expand information 
and communications 
technology (ICT) 
accessibility in remote 
rural areas in the 
region by establishing 
village networks for 
SASEC regional 
village communities; 
and (iii) establish a 
regional ICT training 
and research center 
to provide a focal 
point for teaching, 

e-Asia 500,000 12-Nov-06 1-Dec-06 (Completed) 
• Investment plan for regional 

exchange and in-country 
gateways including cross-
border access link developed  

• Peering arrangements for 
regional exchange and in-
country gateways developed  

• Ownership and operation 
model for regional exchange 
and in-country gateways and 
business model for their 
operation developed 

• Organizational structure of 
the operational entity for the 
regional research and training 
center to be developed 

• Feasibility study for 
investment components done. 
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research, professional 
development, and 
industry and 
government advice. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, ASEAN = Association of Southeast Asian Nations, BIMP-EAGA = Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN 
Growth Area, CIQS – customs, immigration, quarantine, and security, DMC = developing member country, GMS = Greater Mekong Subregion, ICT = information and 
communication technology, PFM = public financial management, PPP = public–private partnership, RRP – rules, regulations, and procedures, SASEC = South Asian 
Subregional Economic Cooperation, SOP = standard operating procedure, SRO = self-regulatory organization, WSS = water supply and sanitation. 
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