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1. The Asian Development Bank–Japan Scholarship Program (ADB–JSP) began 
in 1988 to encourage and strengthen human resource development in less-developed 
countries. The main objective of the program is to give qualified citizens of ADB’s 
developing member countries (DMCs) opportunities to pursue postgraduate studies in 
economics, business, management, science and technology, as well as other development-
related fields, at selected educational institutions in Asia and the Pacific. After completing 
their studies, scholars are expected to return to their home countries to apply and share 
their new knowledge and skills to promote socioeconomic development. 

2. The Government of Japan has generously provided full funding for the ADB–JSP, 
with increasing contributions totaling $126 million over the last 24 years. The funding 
covers tuition and fees, subsistence including housing allowance, book allowance, medical 
insurance, travel, and research subsidies. It also includes the costs of administering the 
ADB–JSP at the 27 designated institutions in 10 countries in the region. The designated 
institutions are listed in Appendix 1 and the ADB–JSP coordinators in Appendix 2.

3. In 1988–2011, the ADB–JSP awarded 2,818 scholarships to students from 35 
ADB member countries. More than 90% of the scholars came from 15 DMCs where 
most of the poor populations in Asia reside. The top six, in order of participation, are 
Viet Nam, Nepal, Bangladesh, Philippines, Indonesia, and the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC). Appendix 3 gives a breakdown of scholarships awarded and completed, with 
details on the countries with the highest number of recipients. Of the scholarships that 
have been awarded, 95% were for master’s degrees, 4% for doctoral (PhD) degrees, and 
1% for diploma and certificate courses. A total of 982 scholarships, or 35% of the total, 
were awarded to women. Female scholars have historically been outnumbered by male 
scholars, but efforts to promote the program among women have led to an increase in the 
proportion of female scholars, from 17% in 1988 to 46% in 2011. Appendix 4 gives a 
profile of all scholars and graduates to date. 

4. In 2001–2011, there has been an average of 150 new scholarships a year. Of the 
2,818 ADB–JSP recipients since 1988, 2,499 (89%) have completed their coursework. 
The course levels and the number of ADB–JSP recipients who have graduated are as 
follows: master’s degree programs, 2,359; PhD programs, 117; and 1-year certificate or 
diploma courses, 23. Regarding the fields of study, 1,039 scholars majored in science and 
technology, 814 in economics, and 642 in business and management. Four recipients 
completed master’s degrees in law. The ADB–JSP will ensure an increasing number of 
fields of study are available, such as economics, international public health, environment, 
agriculture, and women’s studies. Table 1 shows annual data on scholarships awarded  
and completed.

I. Introduction
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5. The Asian Institute of Management (AIM) in the Philippines had the highest 
number of ADB–JSP recipients (430, or 15.3%), followed by the Asian Institute of 
Technology in Thailand (306, or 10.9%), the International University of Japan (305, or 
10.8%), the University of Tokyo (295, or 10.5%), and the National Graduate Institute for 
Policy Studies in Japan (204, or 7.2%). Appendix 5 shows the scholarships awarded and 
completed at each designated institution from 1988 to 2011.

Table 1 Annual Data on Scholarships Awarded and Completed, 1988–2011

Status
1988–
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total

Awarded 1,151 171 142 144 157 146 178 144 178 140 144 123 2,818
Completed 872 121 153 158 142 131 164 144 172 160 142 140 2,499

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.
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A. Scholarship Budget
6. In 2011, the Government of Japan contributed $9.495 million to the ADB–JSP, a 
10.9% increase from its $8.563 million contribution in 2010. A total of 297 scholarships 
were programmed for that year. Of the total, 58% were allotted to designated institutions 
in Japan; 16% to designated institutions in Australia, New Zealand, and the United States; 
and 27% to designated institutions in the remaining six countries. The ADB–JSP audited 
financial statements as of 31 December 2011 are in Appendix 6.

B. Scholarship Statistics
7.  In 2011, 123 scholarships were awarded to recipients from 20 DMCs. The 
recipients were from Indonesia (15), Pakistan (14), the Philippines (14), Bangladesh 
(13), Nepal (11), Bhutan (8), Viet Nam (8), Myanmar (6), Sri Lanka (6), Mongolia (5), 
Thailand (5), Cambodia (3), Uzbekistan (3), the People’s Republic of China (2), India 
(2), Kazakhstan (2), the Kyrgyz Republic (2), the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (2), 
Afghanistan (1), and Tajikistan (1). The ADB–JSP made every effort to support qualified 
individuals from all DMCs.

8. The designated institutions in Japan matriculated 72 of the new scholars (59%) in 
2011. Institutions in other developed countries (Australia, New Zealand, and the United 
States) matriculated 17 (14%); and institutions in DMCs, 34 (28%). The University 
of Tokyo of Japan matriculated 17; AIM (Philippines), 14; the National Graduate 
Institute for Policy Studies (Japan), 13; the Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering of Saitama University (Japan), 9; the International University of Japan, 8; 
the Asian Institute of Technology (Thailand), the East–West Center (United States), 
and the Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University, 7 each; the 
Crawford School of Economics at the Australian National University and Kobe University 
(Japan), 4 each; the University of Hong Kong, the International Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI) (Philippines), the Nanyang Business School of Nanyang Technological University 
(Singapore), Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (Japan), Ritsumeikan University (Japan), 
the University of Tsukuba (Japan), the University of Auckland, and the University of 
Melbourne, 3 each; Keio University (Japan), Kyushu University (Japan), the Lahore 
University of Management Sciences, and the National University of Singapore, 2 each; 
and the Hitotsubashi University (Japan), 1.

9. The proportion of female ADB–JSP recipients among new scholars increased from 
33% in 2010 to 46% in 2011, as ADB–JSP constantly gave priority to the recruitment of 
female candidates and in support of ADB’s Policy on Gender and Development. 

II. 2011 Program and Activities
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10. As the main thrust of the ADB–JSP is to support master’s degree programs that 
can be completed within 1–2 years, 121 of the scholarships awarded in 2011 were for 
master’s degrees and only two scholarships were for 2-year PhDs (both scholarships were 
for engineering, bioinformatics, and geotechnical engineering). In that year, 55 scholars 
(45%) focused on economics, 48 (39%) on science and technology, 19 (15%) on business 
and management, and a single scholar pursued the study of law.

11. A total of 123 scholarship recipients were selected to study development-related 
subjects such as public policy and development, economics, and the environment. 
Economics has historically been the most popular field of study, followed by science and 
technology and business and management. Most scholars pursue studies in economics 
(majors in Asia–Pacific studies, international and development economics, and public 
policy); science and technology (mostly engineering majors in environment, energy, 
geotechnical, and structural; other fields are public health, and urban planning and design); 
business and management (majors in business administration, international business, and 
e-business management). The scholarships awarded and completed in 2011—classified 
according to institution, gender, program, and field of study—are summarized in 
Appendix 7.

12. In 2011, 140 scholarships were completed, with 135 students having earned 
master’s degrees, 4 earned 2-year PhD degrees, and 1 received a graduate diploma. 
The International University of Japan had 19 graduates; AIM and the University of 
Tokyo, 18 graduates each; the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, 15; the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering of Saitama University and the 
East–West Center, 8 each; the Crawford School of Economics of the Australian National 
University, the Graduate School of International Development of Nagoya University, 
and National University of Singapore, 7 each; the Asian Institute of Technology, 6; 
IRRI, 5; the University of Hong Kong and the University of Melbourne, 4 each; the 
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, the Lahore University of Management Sciences, 
Ritsumeikan University, the University of Auckland, and the University of Sydney, 2 
each; and Keio University, Kyushu University, Nanyang Business School of the Nanyang 
Technological University, and Thammasat University, 1 each. Of these graduates,  
57 (41%) were women.

C. New Developments
13. Administration of the ADB–JSP at new institutions. In 2011, all efforts were 
made to assist the new ADB–JSP coordinators of the seven new designated institutions 
to manage the program efficiently. Sixteen new scholarships were assigned to institutions: 
Kyushu University (2), University of Tsukuba (3), Kobe University (4), Hitotsubashi 
University (1), Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (3), and Nanyang Business School (1). 
Tokyo Institute of Technology requested to start the selection of scholars in 2012. E-mails 
and phone calls were made to clarify and resolve various administrative issues prior  
to approval. 
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14. Meeting with the Joint Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program 
administrators. As part of an Office of Cofinancing Operations (OCO) Fact Finding and 
Consultation Mission for Trust Fund Operations of Washington DC based Multilateral 
Development Banks, held on 10–13 and 18–19 January 2011, an ADB–JSP mission 
met with three Joint Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program administrators 
at the World Bank. Discussions focused on scholarship policies and guidelines, which are 
generally similar to those of the ADB–JSP with the Government of Japan being the sole 
funding source of both programs. The mission was very impressed with how the Joint 
Japan/World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program was being administered, particularly 
the activities of the alumni association, including the transition seminar/workshop. OCO 
will determine the applicability of these seminars to the ADB–JSP.

15. ADB–JSP missions in 2011. ADB–JSP continued close interactions with the 
designated scholarship institutions to improve understanding of the objectives of the 
program. Regular consultations and meetings with faculty members and scholars are 
important in creating shared responsibility among the administrators and the scholarship 
recipients. Table 2 shows that the ADB–JSP missions were fielded to nine universities 
during 2011.

Table 2  Universities and Institutions Visited in 2011

Designated Institutions Location Date

Ritsumeikan University Shiga, Japan 8 March 2011
Thammasat University Bangkok, Thailand 27 April 2011
Asian Institute of Technology Bangkok, Thailand 27 June 2011
National Graduate Institute for  
 Policy Studies

Tokyo, Japan 30 June 2011

International Rice Research Institute Los Baños, Laguna, Philippines 8 August 2011
Nanyang Technological University Singapore, Singapore 10 October 2011
Nanyang Business School Singapore, Singapore 5 November 2011
University of Melbourne Melbourne, Australia 18 November 2011
University of Auckland Auckland, New Zealand 17 November 2011

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

The ADB–JSP missions, headed by the scholarship coordinator, are held mainly to 
confirm with institutions that the objectives of the ADB–JSP are being met. They also 
ascertain whether there is a need to modify the processes and procedures of the program, 
including those for selecting scholars, and they review the latest developments in the 
universities. They obtain firsthand feedback on the ADB–JSP with regard to aspects such 
as student’s cost of living, and issues and problems arising, if any, from university officials 
and recipients of the scholarships. All the universities provide high quality education 
in their respective fields and offer opportunities to students from all ADB DMCs. The 
deans, faculty, scholarship administrators, and scholars expressed appreciation for the 
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ADB–JSP during the mission and considered it one of the most important sources of 
financial aid to graduate students at the institutions. When time permits during the 
missions, they inspected university facilities and amenities. Some comments received 
during the mission visits were: 

(i) There should be more opportunities for ADB–JSP graduates to network.

(ii) Explore the possibility of having master’s degree students continue onward to 
PhD level.

(iii) Increase the number of scholarship slots.

(iv) Universities should follow up on the whereabouts of their graduates to be able to 
participate in the next Tracer Study.

(v) Evaluate the suitability of the following fields of study for inclusion under the 
ADB–JSP:

a. Nanyang Technological University

International Political Economy;

b.  University of Melbourne—Melbourne Graduate School of Science—Master 
of Science (Biotechnology, Environmental Science, Management Science, 
and Nanotechnology); and

c.  University of Auckland, Faculty of Engineering of the Department of 
Engineering Science—Master of Energy.

16. ADB–JSP Scholars’ Research Forum. As part of ADB’s mission to further 
capacity development in developing countries, it sponsors student research forums under 
the ADB–JSP. The program has helped create a community of accomplished professionals 
in various fields related to social and economic development. ADB–JSP scholars are 
potential future leaders who are expected to tackle development challenges in their home 
countries. The research forums are tools where ADB–JSP can promote knowledge sharing 
and networking among current scholars and alumni.

The Third ADB–JSP Scholars’ Research Forum. The forum was held on 29 June 2011 
at the Symposion Hall of Nagoya University, with 75 participants from the Ministry of 
Finance of Japan, professors and administrators of the 12 Japanese universities together 
with staff from ADB headquarters and the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI). 
The Trustee and Vice President for International Student Exchange of Nagoya University 
with the Executive Director for Japan, and the deputy director, Development Institutions 
Division, International Bureau, Ministry of Finance welcomed the participants. Nine 
scholars presented their research findings and experiences in Japan. Professors from 
Ritsumeikan University, the International University of Japan, and the University of 
Tsukuba commented on the presentations, which focused on research on Development 
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and Policy Studies. The forum provided a venue for dialogue between scholars and ADB 
officers. The theme was “Tackling Development Challenges with Asia’s Young Minds.”

The senior director, Office of Regional Economic Integration at ADB, discussed the 
paradoxes in the region—the two faces of Asia—and development challenges. Despite 
Asia’s success in poverty reduction, poverty persists. Growing inequalities threaten social 
cohesion. ADB–JSP scholars were encouraged to apply their considerable skills in making 
Asia free from poverty. A lively discussion ensued on expediting poverty reduction through 
emphasis on gender development, effective environmental management, combating 
corruption, and better education. Participants noted that if Asia is to pursue inclusive 
growth, effective use of finite resources, good governance, and regional cooperation must 
play significant roles, and Asia could expect to become an affluent region in the next 3 to 
4 decades. 

The director for administration, Management and Coordination, ADBI, explained the 
role of ADBI in helping build capacity, skills, and knowledge related to poverty reduction 
and other areas that support long-term growth and competitiveness in developing 
economies in Asia and the Pacific. Its aim is to become a leading center for the creation and 
dissemination of information and knowledge on development in the region. ADBI’s work 
covers applied research and policy seminars designed to disseminate best practices, and 
a range of capacity-building and training initiatives. Major studies such as Infrastructure 
for a Seamless Asia; Rebalancing for Sustainable Growth in Asia; Climate Change and Green 
Asia; and ASEAN, PRC and India were works cited. 

The Fourth ADB–JSP Scholars’ Research Forum for scholars from the Asian Institute 
of Management and the International Rice Research Institute and Filipino Alumni. 
The Fourth ADB–JSP Research Forum was successfully held for the first time outside 
Tokyo, Japan on 1 December 2011 at Auditorium C, ADB headquarters in Mandaluyong 
City. The theme was “Cross-Regional Cooperation: Growing and Developing Together.” 
About 80 scholars and officials of AIM and IRRI, as well as 25 former alumni from 
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the Philippines, participated. Hideo Fukushima, alternate executive director for Japan; 
Cécile L.H.F. Gregory, head, OCO and ADB–JSP scholarship administrator; Edilberto 
de Jesus, AIM president; and David Shire, officer in charge of Training Center, IRRI,  
provided remarks. 

Manmohan Parkash, advisor, Knowledge Management and Capacity Development at the 
East Asia Department, ADB, talked about development challenges while Kei Kajisa, senior 
scientist and agricultural economist, IRRI; and Lourdes S. Adriano, advisor concurrently 
practice leader, Agriculture, Rural Development and Food Security Unit, Regional and 
Sustainable Development Department (RSDD-AR) talked on food security. Four scholars 
presented their research work, commented on by assistant deans and professors. The 
experiences of seven alumni were very inspiring and demonstrated that their activities 
contribute to the development process in their respective communities in the Philippines.
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The ADB–JSP continually strengthens its focus on building the capacity of countries 
to make well-informed decisions and carry out effective socioeconomic reforms. The 
program is an invaluable resource for skills building and imparting competencies that are 
necessary to prosper in the highly interconnected global economy. Graduates of the ADB–
JSP occupy high positions in public service in their countries and are heavily involved in 
policy-making processes. The following are some ADB–JSP success stories compiled by 
the designated institutions:

Maria Angela Flores Abad (Philippines), Asian Institute of Management,  
Master in Development Management, January 2011–December 2011

ADB–JSP has paved the way toward the fulfilment of my 
dream. With the support from ADB–JSP, I completed 
a master’s degree in Development Management at Asian 
Institute of Management, one of the leading schools in 
my chosen field. Prior to receiving the scholarship grant, 
I served as public relations specialist at the Southeast 
Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research 
in Agriculture (SEARCA). My experience at SEARCA 
deepened my understanding of development issues 
confronting today’s globalizing Asia. Amid growth, 
Southeast Asia faces widening gaps between the haves 
and the have nots, declining environmental quality, 
population growth, food insecurity, and poverty. Add to that the threat posed by climate 
change, and it is certain that the battle ahead is not an easy one. These barriers dilute the 
human development gains achieved by our societies. It takes a critical mass of changemakers 
to transform this scenario. I seek to be one of them.

Thankfully, armed with my new degree, more opportunities opened up. Since I worked 
in the development sector, I have always dreamed of working in a United Nations 
agency. Today, I am an institutional partnership specialist on disaster preparedness 
and response for the United Nations World Food Programme, Philippines. Under my 
current role, I forge strategic partnerships with local nongovernment organizations, civil 
society organizations, and academic institutions as part of the World Food Programme’s 
capacity-building support for disaster preparedness and response at the local government 
level in disaster-prone municipalities in the provinces of Benguet, Cagayan, Laguna,  
and Sorsogon. 

III. ADB–JSP Helps Students and 
Alumni Achieve Career Aspirations
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At 28, there still remains a long pathway for me. I am very grateful to the ADB–JSP for 
preparing me for a promising career in development work. Indeed, it is through ADB–JSP 
that I was able to jump-start my development management career. Wherever I may be 
3 to 4 decades from now, I will be beaming with pride, and my heart will be filled with 
appreciation for ADB–JSP.

Eijaz Ahmed Khan (Bangladesh), Asian Institute of Technology,  
Master of Business Administration, August 2008–May 2010

Bangladesh is a developing country with various socio-
economic problems. From my childhood, I got the 
feelings that I should do something for the improvement 
of the situation in my country. To reach this aim, a 
profound education is necessary and needs the potential 
to work in a more effective and scientific way. In this 
connection, ADB had opened up a new window, and I 
was awarded an ADB–JSP scholarship to pursue a Master 
of Business Administration at the Asian Institute of 
Technology in Thailand. During my master’s program, I 
aimed to equip myself as best I could with some advanced 
tools, both in coursework and research work, and develop 
analytical and research capabilities. I did some very interesting work, published some 
articles in different referred journals, and also presented my research results at different 
conferences. Throughout my school and graduate education, I had been a keen participant 
in cocurricular activities. I had taken part in volunteer work almost every semester and 
presided over the external affairs committee in the student union. Currently, I am pursuing 
a doctorate at Curtin University in Australia. 

My long-term aspirations are to improve my potential and qualification to directly handle 
the problems and improve the situation in my country along with government and private 
organizations. My desire is to enhance the extent of my knowledge and experiences for the 
benefit of my home country by fostering a relationship and cooperation with ADB in the 
near future.

Ei Mon Swai (Myanmar), Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Master of Science in 
International Cooperation Policy, September 2010–September 2012

My name is Ei Mon Swai, and I am from Myanmar. I am a second-year master’s student 
at the Asia Pacific University in Japan. Before being awarded an ADB–JSP scholarship at 
the Asia Pacific University, I had been working as third secretary at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Protocol Department.

The best part about the university in terms of personal experience is the multicultural 
environment. The Asia Pacific University has students from around the globe, so in class 
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we learned about experiences in different countries that 
could never be learned from books. I feel so lucky to 
have been given this rare opportunity to study at the 
Asia Pacific University. In the graduate program, I have 
experienced several academic challenges. Through all this, 
I have learned a lot of things and have made valuable and 
reliable friends. I have been able to overcome difficulty 
because of the support of my friends and family. And for 
that I am very thankful, too.

I strongly believe that the training and knowledge I have 
been getting at the Asia Pacific University under the ADB–JSP will be instrumental in my 
career, and that my 2 years in Japan will be the most unforgettable time of my life. After 
completing my master’s degree, I will return to my home country to work for the ministry. 
I will try to share my knowledge with others and in this way make my contribution to 
the development of my country. Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to 
the ADB–JSP and to the Asia Pacific University for providing me with this remarkable 
opportunity to pursue higher education abroad and thus expand my knowledge.

Nguyen Hoang Phuong (Viet Nam), Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Master of 
Science in International Cooperation Policy, September 2010–September 2012

Thanks to ADB–JSP scholarship, the scholars could 
ease my financial burden so I could concentrate on my 
studies and self-enhancement and actively contribute 
to my country’s development after graduation. 
Undertaking the course of study in Japan gives me many 
positive experiences. 

Motivated by volunteer spirit, I decided to volunteer 
in Ishinomaki, which was totally destroyed by the 
11 March earthquake. I also collected data for my thesis 
on volunteer tourism. The research method was an in-
depth interview to analyze the motivation of volunteer tourists. Moreover, it was an 
occasion to admire the solidarity of Japanese people: A son encouraged his father in an 
evacuation zone, and an elderly woman climbed to the second floor to share her food 
with the neighborhood. I also learned about the power of nature, which is very different 
from what we see on TV. What is more fulfilling, my research proposal received an 
award from the research center of the university. This award not only proves the effort 
in my study but also encourages me in this field. The international environment of the 
Asia Pacific University, where students are from 90 nationalities, nurtures my global 
perspective to work effectively in international cooperation. I strongly believe that the 
ADB–JSP scholarship is one of the greatest steps in my journey to better serve my 
country and people.
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Mohammad Sabir (Afghanistan), The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, 
Master of Public Policy, October 2009–September 2010

I was awarded an ADB–JSP scholarship for the master’s 
program in Public Policy at the National Graduate 
Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS). I obtained my 
bachelor of arts degree from the Economics faculty of 
Kabul University, but I had little chance to learn about 
economics due to the low quality of education at the 
national universities in Afghanistan. Studying Public 
Policy at GRIPS has helped me improve my academic 
knowledge to reach an international standard. 

At present, the ongoing reconstruction process in 
Afghanistan has been largely dependent on the efforts of international staff; but that is not 
sustainable for the long-term development of the country. It has always been my wish to 
take part in the development process of my country. Afghanistan is now on its way toward 
reconstruction and rehabilitation, and there is no doubt that overcoming the huge challenges 
the country faces needs educated Afghans, particularly youths. My academic background 
and work experience have motivated me to work in Afghanistan to serve my country  
more effectively.

After completing my master’s in Public Policy at GRIPS, I intended to apply the knowledge 
and skills I acquired in Japan by engaging in a policy-related profession. Fortunately, 
immediately after I returned from Japan, I was offered the position of national policy advisor 
at the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock. My responsibility as national 
policy advisor is to provide advice to the ministry’s directorate on policy formulation, 
analysis, and implementation. Moreover, I help define the role of the Policy Analysis and 
Legal Advisory Department and participate in its implementation by ensuring that there 
is a clear road map for policy development that leads to the evolution of a considered and 
cohesive policy framework. 

I would like to thank ADB–JSP and GRIPS for providing me with this wonderful 
scholarship opportunity that has enabled me to meet my educational and professional 
goals. I hope that ADB will continue its efforts to further develop human capacities in 
Asia and the Pacific.

Meng Kimhor (Cambodia), The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies,  
Master of Public Policy, October 2005–September 2006

I was awarded the ADB–JSP scholarship to pursue my Master of Public Policy at the 
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Japan. At the time, I was working 
as department deputy director at the National Institute of Statistics under the Cambodia 
Ministry of Planning. Since the early 90s, the institute has received tremendous support 
from ADB for overseas studies, short-term training courses, and technical assistance, 
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and I had the chance to receive training in various fields, 
such as computer programming, survey techniques, and 
other subjects related to statistics work though programs 
sponsored by ADB and the United Nations Development 
Programme.

I am proud to have studied at GRIPS. Through my studies 
there I was able to greatly improve my knowledge especially 
in English, statistics, economics, and other subjects. The 
professors at GRIPS provided us with excellent lectures 
and were always ready to answer our questions and guide 
us through our research and other assignments. GRIPS also has a great library with many 
textbooks and with access to a wide range of online resources to help all students with their  
research topics.

Of course, as the standards set by GRIPS are very high I also experienced some problems. 
First, there was the language problem. All courses at GRIPS are in English, and though 
I studied English for many years I had never really used it, so, especially in the early 
months at GRIPS, I had difficulty keeping up. I also needed to brush up my skills in 
mathematics and economics as it was quite a long time since I last studied these subjects. 
Furthermore, the climate in Japan is very different from Cambodia’s, and I had some 
difficulty adjusting, especially during the winter months.

Since my return to Cambodia, I have been promoted to deputy director general of 
the National Institute of Statistics, Ministry of Planning. In my current work, I can 
implement the knowledge gained in Japan and contribute to my institution. I also share 
the knowledge with colleagues providing them with training.

My studies at GRIPS were very useful when I participated in important projects, such as 
preparing the population policy, the national strategic development plan, and the analysis 
of the 2008 population census report.

I would like to thank all professors and staff in GRIPS who helped me a lot during my 
study in Japan, and I would also like to thank ADB for providing funds for my study.

Nguyen Cao Quan Binh (Viet Nam), International Rice Research Institute, Master of 
Science in Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, October 2008–November 2010

After finishing my bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology, I immediately became member staff 
of Genetics and Plant Breeding Department, CuuLong Delta Rice Research Institute. At 
this time, my research interest was to seek functional genes that are useful for developing 
abiotic and biotic-tolerant rice varieties. Opportunity to widen knowledge and fulfill my 
dreams of higher study came when I was awarded a scholarship by ADB–JSP in October 
2008. It allowed me to pursue a master’s degree in Molecular Biology and Biotechnology 
minor in Plant Breeding at a prestigious academic school, the University of the Philippines 
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at Los Baños, as well as to work at the famous institute for 
rice research, International Rice Research Institute. 

Since my graduation in 2010, my career has been 
advancing rapidly and I am well appreciated by my 
institute. Valuable knowledge and experience gained from 
the program help me very much in my current work on 
the development of rice varieties tolerant to abiotic stress 
through molecular techniques. Without the ADB–JSP 
scholarship, I could not have achieved the Best MS Thesis 
Award from the Philippines chapter of the Gamma-
Sigma Delta Honor Society of Agriculture of the USA; nor could I have become one 
of coauthors of the best paper for upstream research—“A Developmentally Upregulated 
Rice Germin-like Protein: a Bifunctional Essential Gene,” presented at the Scientific 
Conference of the Federation of Crop Science Society of the Philippines, Legazpi City,  
Albay, Philippines. 

I would like to express deep gratitude to ADB and the Government of Japan for providing 
me with the opportunity to study and work in a friendly international environment, gain 
valuable knowledge, and open new window in my career. As a proud scholar, I hope the 
ADB–JSP scholarship program will continue to support aspiring scholars. Furthermore, I 
hope it will extend to doctorate level.

Renuka Priyadarshani S H (Sri Lanka), International Rice Research Institute  
and the University of the Philippines Los Baños, Master of Science in Soil Science,  
June 2005–November 2007

As a child, I was fascinated by the agricultural environment 
of my tiny village, Kokmaduwa in Sri Lanka. Agriculture 
plays major role in Sri Lankan economy. Being a member 
of gifted family, I was able to obtain my bachelor’s degree 
in Agriculture from the Faculty of Agriculture, University 
of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka in 2001. After that, I joined the 
same university as research assistant. I held various 
positions, both in the government and nongovernment 
organizations in Sri Lanka, and interacted with rural 
communities who are the leading players in our agriculture 
sector. With those experiences, I was awarded an ADB–
JSP scholarship in 2005 to pursue my master’s degree in Soil Science at International Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI) and the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB). While 
studying at the UPLB, I was able to do my thesis at IRRI. That was a great opportunity 
to broaden my professional, educational, and social networks. IRRI is not only a scientific 
institute filled with world-renowned scientists and all the new technologies but also a lovely 
living place where you can feel the beauty of other cultures through valuable network of 
friends from other continents.
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I completed my master’s degree in 2007 and went back to Sri Lanka. Even though I didn’t 
have institute to go back and work for, I had the confidence to return to my country and 
serve the agriculture sector with the knowledge and skills I had gained from IRRI and 
UPLB. Fortunately, I got the opportunity to join my former university as academician, 
a nice background to share my knowledge with the young generation of my country. I 
am still working there but on study leave to complete my doctorate in soil science at the 
Institute of Soil Science, University of Hamburg, Germany. I am proud to say that I got 
this opportunity through IRRI’s scientific networks. I am very grateful to the ADB–JSP 
scholarship program for giving me the opportunity to develop myself as a scientist who 
can serve her country. I hope that ADB–JSP will continue to support young scientists in 
Sri Lanka.

Tran Anh Nguyet (Viet Nam), International Rice Research Institute and the University 
of the Philippines Los Baños, Master of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, 
October 2008–October 2010

I am grateful to ADB–JSP and the International Rice 
Research Institute (IRRI) for the scholarship grant 
to support my master’s degree in Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology and for the opportunity to enter 
professional science. After my graduation in 2010, I went 
back to Viet Nam and continued working as researcher at 
the Mekong Delta Rice Research Institute. In November 
2010, I gave a presentation at the Third International 
Rice Congress (Ha Noi, Viet Nam) titled “SNPs on 
Waxy Gene Can Explain Gel Consistency.” I had gained 
knowledge and techniques from this scholarship that 
helped me to participate in many projects to help Viet Nam’s poor farmers grow and 
export rice. 

Thanks to the ADB–JSP scholarship and IRRI, I was able to spend 2 years in the wonderful 
science in IRRI and the University of the Philippines Los Baños, to make new friends from 
different nations, to understand more cultures from different countries, to be mentored 
by highly competent professors, and to improve my English language skills. I am also 
grateful to the ADB–JSP–IRRI scholarship program coordinator for helping explain the 
application form and visa, and for encouraging me throughout the 2 years. I hope the 
ADB–JSP will continue to provide other scholars many scholarships for them to study also 
outside the country as I did.

Zulqarnain Hussain Anjum (Pakistan), International University of Japan,  
Master of Arts in International Development, September 1998–June 2000

After graduating from the International University of Japan’s (IUJ) International 
Development Programme in June 2012, I worked as deputy consultant, National 
Reconstruction Bureau, Government of Pakistan on the design of new local government 
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structure and systems. In 2001, I passed the UN 
competitive finance examination and was offered the 
position administrative/finance officer with the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees toward the end of 
2002 in Eastern Sudan. After 2 years in Sudan, I served in 
Nigeria for 3 years; in Kenya for almost 2 years; and again 
in Darfur, Sudan for 2 years. Since September 2011, I 
have been working as senior programme officer (head of 
programme) in Uganda.

The ADB–JSP scholarship played an important role in 
the development of my career and helped me initially to contribute in the deployment 
of my country and subsequently to contribute as international professional in Africa for 
the development of programs for forced displaced population. I continued to satisfy my 
appetite for higher learning through a number of courses and programs offered by the UN 
system. ADB gave me the opportunity to study at IUJ, which gave me a strong network of 
alumni and teachers who are always willing to help and exchange ideas on various issues. 
I hope the program will continue so that there will be an increasing pool of professionals 
help develop their countries and to serve humanity.

Joe Monang (Indonesia), International University of Japan,  
Master of Arts in International Development, September 2009–June 2011

From nothing to something is what ADB–JSP scholarship has done for me. 

I remember how excited I was receiving the news that I had 
been chosen as an ADB-JPS scholar to pursue a master’s 
degree in International Development Programme at the 
International University of Japan (IUJ) in 2009. At the 
time, I was a government officer in the Economic Division 
of the Jawa Barat Province Development Planning Agency, 
Indonesia and frequently involved in the design of major 
regional economic policies and strategies. But I lacked 
knowledge and skills in economics. I did not know how 
to construct an economic model that could be applied to 
policy formulation. Moreover, I was not familiar with any 
economic techniques and tools employed for economic 
forecasting and policy simulation. Consequently, I depended heavily on hired experts’ 
opinions on appropriate economic policies and strategies to be implemented, which was 
not healthy. I needed training in economics abroad. 

Armed with a master’s from IUJ, I returned to my previous position with the invaluable 
knowledge, skills, and experiences to positively impact my career and my institution. 
Now, I am able to partner with others to appropriately design an economic policy using 
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a sophisticated scientific approach. For example, my institution is currently starting 
to develop a macroeconomic model for Jawa Barat Province. Although it is not a new 
thing for someone knowledgeable in economics and we are still assisted by consultants, it 
demonstrates that our government has begun to improve its approach. I am very happy 
about this, and I believe that more improvements in economic policy formulation using a 
scientific approach are still to come.

Zeynep Omurzkovna Akmatova (Kyrgyz Republic), International University of Japan, 
Master of Arts in International Development, September 2001–June 2003

I graduated from the International University of Japan 
(IUJ) with support from an ADB–JSP scholarship and 
began a career in economic development. My first job 
was with the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
study group, which worked on design of integrated 
development plan of Issyk-Kul zone. We dealt with 
small-scale projects in construction, energy, sanitary, 
infrastructure, and legal areas to promote tourism at 
Lake Issyk-Kul. I then worked for a local human rights 
organization before moving on to my career objective: 
supporting poverty reduction initiatives with the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

In UNDP, I discovered a huge organization with programs spread across human 
development and poverty reduction. One program promoted small- and medium-scale 
business initiatives and advocated policies on reducing of the size the shadow economy. 
Large-scale initiatives have been carried out to boost economic development in the most 
remote provinces of Kyrgyz Republic and give technical education to street children. 

I moved on to a project with the United States Agency for International Development for 
promoting democratic governance to work at the grass-roots level again. I coordinated 
projects ranging from professionalization of young lawyers and promotion of youth 
initiatives to protection of migrants’ right, integration of anti-corruption initiatives at 
universities, and facilitation of transparent payment procedures for drinking water use. 

After that, with experience gained in human rights, and democratic and economic 
governance, I entered the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s center 
in Bishkek. The organization appreciates cross-dimensional experience and covers all 
economic and environmental issues related to security threats. It holds policy dialogue 
with the central government and key international policy players. We address various 
issues, such as increasing the capacity of local self-governance bodies on water usage. 

My career has greatly benefited from the international exposure and academic work at IUJ, 
thanks to ADB’s support.
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John Callanta (Philippines), Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya 
University, Master of Arts in International Development, April 2007–March 2009

The ADB–JSP provided a remarkable opportunity 
to study at a prominent academic institution like the 
Graduate School of International Development (GSID) 
in Nagoya University, Japan. In working as monitoring 
and evaluation (M&E) specialist at the National 
Economic and Development Authority of the Philippines 
(the socioeconomic planning ministry) for more than 
a decade, I sought to gain knowledge and practical 
insight in rural development management and to see 
how M&E approaches can be made more participatory. 
The knowledge and insight were supplied by Professor 
Yoshiaki Nishikawa and the other distinguished GSID faculty, while the ADB–JSP 
sufficiently provided for my academic and living expenses in Japan for 2 years.

Upon return to my home country, I was assigned as chief of the Systems and Development 
Policy Division in the NEDA Project Monitoring Staff, the main department in charge 
of the management of official development assistance (ODA) projects in the Philippines. 
I supervised the lead division for the ODA portfolio reviews for calendar years 2008, 
2009, and 2010; wrote sections of the review report submitted to Parliament; and 
discussed review findings with government ministries, development partners, and civil 
society organizations. I also served as the focal person of our department for the results 
matrices of the new Philippine Development Plan for 2011–2016, and in the process I 
provided technical assistance to various planning committees, ensured that results matrices 
contained appropriate statements of development results for every chapter of the plan, 
with corresponding measurable indicators, baseline information, and end-of-plan targets.

After almost 15 years of development work in the Philippine government, and almost 
3  years after my ADB–JSP scholarship, God granted me an opportunity, starting in 
February 2012, to continue M&E work but now at the office of a foreign development 
agency. As the M&E specialist for the United States Agency for International Development 
Philippines, I hope to continue using the learning from the ADB–JSP scholarship and 
GSID in my job, so that results of the agency’s development projects can be tracked and 
realized for my countrymen.

Vongmath Senedala (Lao People’s Democratic Republic), Graduate School of 
International Development, Nagoya University, Master of Arts in International 
Development, April 2009–March 2011

I graduated from the Faculty of Economic and Business Administration, National 
University of Laos in 2005. After that, I became a technical official in charge of a foreign 
direct investment analysis in the Ministry of Planning and Investment.
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It was my honor to be granted an ADB–JSP scholarship 
to study governance and law at the Graduate School of 
International Development (GSID) in the Department 
of International Cooperation Studies.

During my 2-year master’s program in Japan, I have 
learned valuable lessons about the culture of the country 
and the multicultural experiences from courses that 
I took at GSID. These are very important and useful 
experiences for me to share with the developing process 
of my country, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. I 
wrote a master’s thesis titled “Determinants of Foreign Direct Investment Flows to Lao 
PDR,” which is directly related to my current responsibility.

Upon completion of the program, I returned to my original ministry and was assigned to 
in charge of the foreign direct investment in the General Affairs and Secretary Division, 
Ministry of Planning and Investment.

My responsibility is to screen investment project proposals; check the project criteria; 
establish the strategic plan, investment policy, and investment regulation; prepare the 
negotiation; do the memorandum of understanding; establish the investment decree; and 
sign the agreement. I also coordinate with the line ministries and organizations concerned 
at central level, and with departments concerned as well as other agencies.

I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Japan and ADB through the 
ADB–JSP for their financial assistance. The scholarship has made my dream come true 
and made it possible to conduct and successfully complete my master’s research.

Rohit Pathania (India), National University of Singapore,  
Master of Science in Environmental Management, August 2010–May 2011

Securing a scholarship from the prestigious ADB–
JSP enabled me to pursue a master in Environmental 
Management at National University of Singapore. I 
managed to complete the course within 1 year. During 
this time I wrote a master’s dissertation on private sector 
participation in India’s water sector, and the advantages 
that it may offer. I was also cowinner of the AECOM 
Award for Best Environmental Planning project for 
2010–2011.

On my return to India, I took up the position of research 
associate with The Energy and Resources Institute in New Delhi. The scholarship enabled 
me to move into the development sector which I have always been eager to join. I have 
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been working to help industries and governments at various levels in India to explore ways 
to help them solve their environmental issues. With the exposure that I get working at the 
resources institute, I hope to pursue further studies so that I can share the information that 
I have gained and shall gain with students across the world. Thanks to the scholarship, I 
have certainly moved one step closer to fulfilling my dream.

Umut Kojekova (Kyrgyz Republic), Ritsumeikan University,  
Master Program in Economic Development, September 2009–September 2011

Taking part in the Students in Free Enterprises movement 
and communicating with students from different 
countries, I understand, enriches and liberalizes a person. 
In a modern framework of globalization it is necessary to 
learn continuously, network, and share experiences. All 
this makes our lives more vivid, interesting, inspiring, 
creative, and productive.

The foundation to a good career is a strong higher 
education. I believe that with effort and painstaking work 
a person can succeed in all assigned tasks. Therefore it 
is necessary not only to go with the stream but also to 
guide our lives. It was my dream to earn a master’s degree in Japan. I would like to thank 
Ritsumeikan University and the ADB–JSP for making my dream come true. I was given 
an opportunity to study in an international environment in one of the best countries in 
the world. 

The focus of my research was the impact of the presence of foreign banks on financial 
development in emerging markets. This is important in light of the increasing presence 
of foreign banks in developing countries. After returning home, thanks to my studies, 
I got a job offer from the leading foreign bank in the Kyrgyz Republic, CJSC (Demir 
Kyrgyz International Bank), and I am working there as deputy head of the Internal  
Audit Department.

Van Pham Dan Tuyen (Viet Nam), Ritsumeikan University,  
Master of Economic Development, October 2010–September 2012

After obtaining a bachelor’s degree in Finance and Banking, I joined the management 
trainee program and worked as assistant manager at the Department of Finance in 
Unilever, Viet Nam. The thirst for knowledge, the experiences at work, and the desire to 
contribute to my country encouraged me to study abroad. However, the financial burden 
prevented me from doing so until the ADB–JSP gave me a valuable opportunity. I chose 
to study in Japan as I was impressed by their economic achievements, and I expected that 
I would gain a better knowledge not only of my subject but also of lifestyle and culture of 
the Japanese people. 
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The chance to study for a master’s in Economics at 
Ritsumeikan University has given me valuable and 
advanced knowledge of economics. Under the supportive 
supervision of Professor Kazuo Inaba, I am now 
conducting my research on the spillover effects of foreign 
direct investment enterprises on the productivity of small 
and medium-sized enterprises in Viet Nam. I hope that 
my research result can shed light on this area. Besides 
studying, I join activities such as culture exchange among 
international students, talking to students in elementary 
schools within Kusatsu City, and participating in festivals. 
One of the most impressive experiences I have had in Japan is seeing firsthand the manifest 
of tenacious spirit of Japanese people during the earthquake in March 2010.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the ADB–JSP for helping me study in Japan 
and broaden my career path in the future. I hope that I can make practical contributions 
to my country after I graduate.

Linh Dieu Nguyen (Viet Nam), The University of Auckland,  
Master of Science in Environmental Science, February 2010–February 2012

I have just returned to Ha Noi, Viet Nam after finishing 
my postgraduate studies at the University of Auckland 
with assistance from the ADB–JSP. My study is toward 
a master of science in Environmental Science. Through 
this study, I realize that the issues in environmental 
science are more complex than I had thought. This is the 
first time that I have conducted research. My research 
focuses on the impact of urban development on water 
resources. Through this research, I have learnt to look at 
issues from different perspectives and to be more open 
minded. I have also learnt to set goals, and to plan and 
manage time. With this experience, I believe that many successes are waiting for me. 

I am thankful to the ADB–JSP for providing me with the opportunity to study in 
a world-class institution, to communicate and exchange ideas with highly competent 
lecturers as well as friends I can’t wait to bring the knowledge and skills and experience 
I have learnt to contribute to research and development in environmental science in 
general and in water resources in particular at the Water Resources University where I 
will work.
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Leah Adrid Palapar (Philippines), The University of Auckland,  
Master of Public Health, February 2010–February 2012

I was awarded a Master of Public Health degree at the 
University of Auckland with first class honours. I am 
grateful to the ADB–JSP for equipping me with basic 
and specialized knowledge in public health research and 
practice, which opened doors of opportunity for strongly 
advocating efforts to reduce disparities in health status in 
my home country. I am currently involved with several 
research projects in my home country as research associate 
and technical writer. My dissertation on disability in the 
older population, albeit conducted in a different country 
context, has been instrumental in drawing stakeholders’ 
attention toward improving the health determinants of this vulnerable population, which 
is relatively overlooked in programs, policies, and services in the Philippines. 

The University of Auckland fosters not only a great learning environment but also an 
enjoyable one: in addition to intellectually stimulating and relevant coursework, excellent 
library and information commons, student learning services, and faculty and staff support, 
it offers its students a wide range of social activities. I thoroughly enjoyed meeting students 
from diverse ethnic backgrounds and travelling around New Zealand. I would like to 
extend my thanks to my sponsor, the ADB–JSP, to the university, and to the International 
Office in particular for providing me with such a professionally as well as personally 
enriching experience.

Bishnu Prasad Gautam (Nepal), Department of Civil Engineering, The University 
of Tokyo, Master of Engineering in Applied Mechanics and Structural Engineering, 
October 2005–September 2007

I am Bishnu Prasad Gautam, master’s graduate from the 
Department of Civil Engineering, University of Tokyo 
in 2007. With my master of engineering from this 
distinguished university, I was immediately appointed as 
structural engineer at Butwal Power Company, where I 
had served before joining my master’s course. I consider 
my degree and the outside learning during my stay in 
Japan the key features that have made me one of the most 
dependable engineers in my office. 

Butwal Power Company was reformed in 2010, and its 
Engineering Department was transformed into Hydro Consult Private Limited. I served 
as structural engineer for five hydroelectric projects. I was also involved, as civil engineer, 
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in studies, design, site visits, construction supervision, proposal preparation, and contract 
negotiation; and I served as manager to establish and expand the company. This is why I 
was given the challenging responsibility of design team leader for the Kabeli-A Hydroelectric 
Project, which is being partly financed by the World Bank. I successfully performed this 
daunting task. The major part of the assignment was the update of the project feasibility 
study. I had the opportunity of working with distinguished international experts on this 
study. Their review and comments and our arguments and discussions enhanced the quality 
of the product. The report was successfully completed, and it received approval from the 
Government of Nepal; this is considered one of the great achievements by its developer. The 
37.6 megawatt hydroelectric project is now at the detailed design stage and is in the pipeline 
for development.

May Thu (Myanmar), Department of Civil Engineering, The University of Tokyo, 
Master of Engineering in Geotechnical Engineering, October 2009–September 2011

My name is May Thu and I am from Myanmar. I 
received my master’s from Geotechnical Engineering, 
University of Tokyo in September 2011 with financial 
support from the ADB–JSP. I would like to give 
special thanks to ADB for giving me the opportunity 
to study at the University of Tokyo to improve my 
qualifications. Before studying in Japan, I was working 
as structural engineer in local construction company. 
At the time, I did not appreciate the significance of 
soil investigation works, which are important in the 
construction of buildings. I dreamed of learning more 
about this important area by studying geotechnical engineering in Japan, to contribute 
my knowledge to my country.

After completing my master’s, at the beginning of 2012 I got a chance to work as 
geotechnical engineer in the Myanmar branch of a Japanese company, Fukken. My job 
is to evaluate field tests and laboratory results and to write soil investigation reports 
for customers. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my academic supervisor, 
Professor Ikuo Towhata, for giving me the skills to perform well in my geotechnical 
engineering field. 

I am also working as part-time lecturer at Yangon Technological University to share the 
knowledge I gained while studying in Japan. I have benefited greatly from my studies, 
and I will also try to give my best in the geotechnical field..
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Umar Ahad Butt (Pakistan), Department of Civil Engineering, The University of 
Tokyo, Master of Enginering in Bridge and Structure, October 2010–September 2012

The ADB–JSP gave me the unique opportunity I had 
always wanted to study in this prestigious university. I 
belong to a middle-class family, and neither I nor my 
family could afford such an expensive education. This is 
a good chance for me to study and gain experience that 
will contribute to the development of my country and 
the fulfillment of my dreams.

I am now a second-year master’s degree student in the 
Civil Engineering Department, University of Tokyo. 
During my stay here, I have learned lot of things in an 
affluent environment. I really enjoyed coursework as well as research work. 

I am very happy to note that I have achieved many things here. I am going to present 
my research work at the EWEA 2012 Conference in Denmark in April 2012 with the 
support of my supervisor. I am vice-president of the International Students’ Association, 
which is the first and official student group in the Department of Civil Engineering, 
University of Tokyo. It aims to facilitate more effective information dissemination among 
students (current as well as incoming students and alumni) and foster more harmonious 
relationships and cultural understanding among the international community in the Civil 
Engineering Department. 

My life in Japan has been made easy by ADB–JSP. The monthly allowance helps me pay 
for my study needs such as books. Each month I manage this money well so that it covers 
all my needs. I am grateful to ADB–JSP for selecting me as candidate for this prominent 
university, without which I would never have been able to fulfill my dream. After 
accomplishing my studies, I believe I will contribute more to my country’s development.

Raju Poudel (Nepal), Department of Urban Engineering, The University of Tokyo, 
Master of Enginering in Urban Engineering, Solid Water Management,  
October 2010–September 2012

I passed my bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from 
Pokhara University in 2005. I am from Vyas Municipality 
of Tanahun District, in the Western Region of Nepal, 
where I had worked as planning and technical section 
chief before I got the ADB–JSP. I was responsible for 
all the technical aspects of local infrastructure, such as 
rural and urban roads, buildings, water supply and 
sanitation works, and solid waste management. The cities 
of Nepal are growing in a haphazard manner, affecting 
the urban environment and creating problems in the 



25

urban environment such as congestion, drinking water shortages, inadequate sewerage, 
and poor solid waste management, ultimately leading to health-related issues. Solid waste 
management is the burning issue in every municipality of Nepal at present. Considering 
this, I planned to study my master’s degree in Solid Waste Management. Fortunately, the 
ADB–JSP gave me the opportunity to study master’s degree at the University of Tokyo, 
Department of Urban Engineering. The method of teaching is research-oriented and 
practical, which helps to gain in-depth knowledge in the subject which is different from 
that of my home country. Professors here are internationally renowned and have deep 
knowledge and experience on environmental situation in developing countries. During 
my studies here, I joined the Asian Program for Incubation of Environmental Leaders, 
which is a research program conducted jointly by many universities in Asia. In this 
program, I was selected for the research program in Cambodia to conduct a study on the 
sustainable development of Cambodia. From this experience I gained an understanding of 
the environmental issues of Cambodia and its management options.

My research is related to decentralized solid waste management in Kathmandu, with 
different options to identify and solve the problems. After completing my studies, I will 
continue my job where I will apply my knowledge and skills to solve solid waste management 
problems. Also, I will try to bring to my country some of the urban development ideas I 
see in Japan.

I would like to thank the ADB–JSP for providing me with this opportunity to gain a 
master’s degree in Solid Waste Management.

Oeur Raksa (Cambodia), Department of Urban Engineering,  
The University of Tokyo, Master of Engineering in Urban Transport and Planning, 
October 2010–September 2012

ADB has given me an opportunity to study in Japan and 
to gain experience.

I have been a master’s course student in the Urban 
Transportation Planning and Research Unit at the 
University of Tokyo for 2 years.

My research aims to identify people’s attitudes and 
their travel behaviors on private vehicle dependencies 
through analysis of mode choice model. The approach can lead to a modal shift policy 
for reducing traffic congestion through promoting pedestrian trips and bus services for 
Phnom Penh city center trips.

During my studies in Japan, the professors, staff, and students I have been involved 
with have been very kind and helpful. My research has gone well due to the great advice 
from my professors and friends. Beyond my research study, I have learned a great deal 
from several urban engineering courses taught by top professors, and I have joined an 
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urban development planning field study in Peckham, London, where I participated in 
a pedestrian-oriented study for Peckham downtown. Another learning experience was 
the Environmental Leadership Program field study in Zhanye City, People’s Republic of 
China, where I was involved with suggesting new policies for watershed management 
in the Zhanye area. The University of Tokyo has organized such useful programs for  
its students.

I hope the knowledge and experiences earned from the study in Japan will help me be 
successful in contributing to the urban development in Cambodia.

Mahesti Okitasari (Indonesia), Department of Urban Engineering,  
The University of Tokyo, Master of Engineering in Urban/Environmental 
Engineering, October 2008–September 2010

Completing a master’s degree at the University of 
Tokyo under the ADB–JSP has given me a unique 
opportunity to further enhance my capabilities and gain 
unforgettable experiences studying and living in Japan. 
It has been instrumental in extending my knowledge in 
urban planning, an area where expertise is much needed 
in Indonesia. 

One year after graduating, I was given another chance to 
come back to Japan to pursue my doctorate in the same 
institution, this time awarded by Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT). While my master’s research was 
about land use change and peri-urban growth in the Indonesian decentralized planning 
system, my proposed doctoral research is more focused on the institutional and policy 
context of Indonesian metropolitan areas in the hope of formulating a new institutional 
framework suitable for the Indonesian system. Without the generosity of the ADB–JSP 
who had given me a stepping stone, it would be impossible for me to stand where I 
am now, doing research that I am passionate about. I am very grateful to ADB and the 
University of Tokyo for giving me these possibilities. I hope someday, with knowledge 
and experience gained, I will be able to give back to the community and make a positive 
difference.

Tshewang Dorji (Bhutan), Graduate School of Frontier Sciences,  
The University of Tokyo, Master of Engineering in Environmental Science,  
October 2010–September 2012

I am currently pursuing master’s in Environmental Studies. I work as forest researcher 
in Bhutan. Bhutan is a country located in the eastern Himalayas and falls under one of 
the global biodiversity hot spots. The country is strongly committed to environmental 
conservation through the noble philosophy of gross national happiness, the guiding policy 
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of Bhutan’s development which places equal importance 
on economic and spiritual development side by side with 
environmental conservation. 

The greatest challenge that my organization faces is the 
shortage of qualified and skilled researchers to adequately 
carry out ecological studies and evaluate the human 
impact on natural ecosystems. I am very fortunate to have 
been selected by the ADB–JSP for a scholarship to pursue 
my master’s at the University of Tokyo, Japan. 

During my study, I am very happy to have been able to meet and learn from renowned 
professors and forest ecologists who have enriched me with their vast knowledge of forest 
ecosystems. I will return to my country as a qualified and competent researcher and will 
continue to serve with hard work and dedication in conserving the rich biodiversity of the 
Bhutan Himalayas.

Md. Masudur Rahman Biswas (Bangladesh), Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, 
The University of Tokyo, Master of Engineering in Environmental Studies,  
October 2010–September 2012

After obtaining an undergraduate degree in Fisheries and 
Marine Resource Technology, I worked as civil servant 
in the Ministry of Planning of the Government of 
Bangladesh where my job responsibility was to formulate, 
process, monitor, and evaluate the environmental-related 
projects and programs of the Ministry of Environment. 
While working there, I received an opportunity to pursue 
a master’s degree with support from the ADB–JSP at the 
Department of Socio-Cultural Environmental Studies, 
Institute of Environmental Studies at the Graduate 
School of Frontier Science, University of Tokyo. Studying 
at the university has given me valuable insights on environmental science concepts 
and transdisciplinary approaches to solving environmental challenges and problems. 
Currently, I am conducting my research in water environmental science, focusing on the 
water quality characteristics of Tokyo Bay to mitigate the adverse effects on the natural 
ecosystem of the estuary. 

Japan’s unique and friendly environment made me curious to undertake higher studies. 
I always wanted to acquaint myself with new perceptions and applications, but I never 
thought I would be blessed with the opportunity of participating in one of the world’s best 
study arenas. The knowledge I gathered through my studies will accelerate my academic 
and professional development when I go back to my country. During the 2 years of 
my stay, I was immensely lucky to travel and enjoy the beauty of many parts of Japan.  
I met many beautiful people, gathered lots of memories. After graduating with a degree in 



Asian Development Bank–Japan Scholarship Program

28

Environmental Engineering from the University of Tokyo, I will be appointed to one of 
the divisions of the ministries related to environmental challenges and problems, where I 
hope I will be able to contribute to solving national and regional environmental problems 
through my acquired knowledge. I would like to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude 
to the University of Tokyo and the ADB–JSP for their kind support during my study 
period in Japan.

Md. Mosiur Rahman (Bangladesh), School of International Health,  
Graduate School of Medicine, The University of Tokyo, Master of Public Health, 
April 2009–March 2011

With the support of the ADB–JSP, I attended the 
Master of Health Science Program at the Department 
of Community and Global Health, University of Tokyo. 
This program offered a unique opportunity to broaden 
my understanding and knowledge of developing and 
implementing global health policies. I was also exposed 
to Japan’s friendly people and its rich culture as well as 
a close international network of promising classmates. 
During my study period I had published two papers at 
University of Tokyo. 

When I returned from Japan after completing my master’s program, I became assistant 
professor at the Department of Population Science, University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh. 
I would like to encourage all of my new friends to make the most of the numerable 
teaching and learning opportunities offered at the University of Tokyo. If spent wisely, 
your time there will be very beneficial and the knowledge and skills acquired instrumental 
to future success in your career.

Sadhana Shrestha (Nepal), School of International Health,  
Graduate School of Medicine, The University of Tokyo, Master of Public Health,  
April 2009–March 2011

After finishing my undergraduate study in veterinary 
science, I worked in a nongovernment organization in 
Nepal. During my travel to different remote areas of 
Nepal to provide farmers’ training about animal health, 
I discovered that most of the citizens were still unaware 
about their own health. Concerned about the importance 
of human health awareness among uneducated people, 
I began to search for an institution that could prepare 
me in the technical and social aspects of human health. 
I applied and was selected for a master’s degree in 
International Health at the University of Tokyo through 
the ADB–JSP. 
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I am very proud to have pursued my education at one of top universities of the world.
At the University of Tokyo, I not only received good-quality education but also learned 
to work in the community. Being selected for one of the biggest scholarship programs in 
the world is also a matter of pride and, besides the financial assistance, adds a milestone 
to my career. Therefore, undoubtedly I consider this opportunity as one of the great 
achievements in my life so far. 

Because of the financial support ADB–JSP provided, I could spend my entire time 
studying. I would like to thank ADB–JSP for their generous support, which, despite the 
high expense of Tokyo, enabled me to thrive for 2 years with ease.

After finishing my studies at the University of Tokyo, I am doing my doctoral course at the 
University of Yamanashi, in Yamanashi prefecture of Japan. During this study, I will focus 
my research on microbial contamination of groundwater in the Kathmandu Valley, Nepal 
and the effect it has on human health, and on strategies to reduce risk.
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V. Summary and Conclusions

17. Since 1988, the ADB–JSP has been a major contribution by ADB to the 
sustainable economic development of its DMCs and one of the key elements for success in 
the fight against poverty. It is one way to help improve human resource capital in DMCs. 
The ADB–JSP has provided training to 2,818 mid-career professionals from 35 DMCs. 
Through graduate studies at 27 well-known universities in Asia and the Pacific, ADB–JSP 
recipients acquire the necessary skills for the implementation of sound policies aimed 
at enhancing economic growth, improving access to basic services, and promoting good 
governance. 

18. During academic year 2011, the ADB–JSP supported 241 scholars (123 new 
scholars and 118 continuing scholars). At the end of the academic year, 140 recipients 
completed their studies and graduated from their host universities. The ADB–JSP will 
continue to focus on socioeconomic development fields at the master’s degree level. 
Courses will also be geared toward degrees in areas relevant to ADB’s Long-Term Strategic 
Framework 2008–2020 (Strategy 2020)1—such as infrastructure, environment, regional 
cooperation and integration, and finance sector development. Expanded efforts will 
be made to promote the ADB–JSP among individuals with limited finances, female 
candidates, and in DMCs that are underrepresented. The final awards will consider 
geographic and gender balances as well as the socioeconomic backgrounds of applicants. 

19. The ADB–JSP will continue to monitor the current performance of its scholars and 
alumni as well as developments concerning the designated institutions. The participating 
institutions will be encouraged to fully utilize their scholarship slots and the Government 
of Japan’s directive to prioritize nationals from Myanmar. The program will enhance its 
promotional activities to raise Japan’s profile in the region, supporting intensified Japanese 
visibility and providing more opportunities for candidates from DMCs by increasing the 
number of fields of study. The ADB–JSP will strengthen collaboration with its designated 
institutions, particularly with new partners to advance program objectives and program 
quality through a shared vision and common actions. The program will strengthen 
the network among ADB scholars, alumni, and institutions, and ADB support future 
collaboration.

 

1 ADB. 2008. Strategy 2020: The Long-Term Strategic Framework of the Asian Development Bank, 2008–2020. Manila. 
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Appendix 1
Designated Institutions

Institution Location
Date 

Designated

Asian Institute of Management Philippines May 1988
Asian Institute of Technology Thailand May 1988
International Rice Research Institute/University of the  

Philippines, Los Baños Philippines May 1988
The University of Sydney Australia June 1988
East–West Center/University of Hawai‘i at Manoa United States August 1988
Lahore University of Management Sciences, Suleman  
 Dawood School of Business Pakistan August 1988
International University of Japan Japan September 1988
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi India December 1988
National University of Singapore Singapore March 1989
The University of Tokyo, Department of Civil Engineering Japan March 1989
The University of Hong Kong Hong Kong, 

China June 1989
The Australian National University, Crawford School of  
 Economics and Government Australia April 1990
Saitama University, Department of Civil and  
 Environmental Engineering Japan December 1995
The University of Auckland New Zealand July 1996
Thammasat University Thailand February 1997
The University of Melbourne Australia March 1997
The University of Tokyo, School of International Health Japan April 1997
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies Japan August 2000
Nagoya University, Graduate School of International  
 Development Japan August 2000
The University of Tokyo, Institute of Environmental Studies Japan February 2001
The University of Tokyo, Department of Urban  
 Engineering Japan February 2002
Keio University, International Graduate Programs on  
 Advanced Science and Technology Japan December 2004
Ritsumeikan University, Graduate School of Economics Japan January 2005
Kobe University, Graduate School of International  
 Cooperation Studies Japan May 2010

continued on next page
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Institution Location
Date 

Designated

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Graduate School  
of Asia Pacific Studies Japan May 2010

Tokyo Institute of Technology Japan May 2010
Hitotsubashi University, School of International  

and Public Policy Japan May 2010
Keio University, Graduate School of Economics Japan June 2010
Keio University, Graduate School of System Design  

and Management Japan June 2010
Kyushu University, Graduate School of Bioresource and  

Bioenvironmental Sciences and Graduate School of Law Japan June 2010
Nanyang Technological University, Nanyang Business  

School Singapore June 2010
The University of Tokyo, Graduate School of Public Policy Japan June 2010
University of Tsukuba, Graduate School of Humanities and  

Social Sciences Japan February 2011
Source: Asian Development Bank.

Table continued

Designated Institutions
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Appendix 2 
Asian Development Bank–Japan 
Scholarship Program Coordinators 
at Designated Institutions

Asian Institute of Management
Rey Reyes 
Executive Managing Director
Student Services, Admissions, and Registration
Joseph R. McMicking Campus
123 Paseo de Roxas
MCPO Box 2095
Makati City 1260, Metro Manila
Philippines
Tel +63 2 893 7631/892 4011–25
Fax +63 2 893 7631/817 9240/894 1407
admissions@aim.edu

Asian Institute of Technology
Benjamin Gargabite
Coordinator, Admissions and Scholarships 
Admissions and Scholarships Unit, Student Office
PO Box 4, Klong Luang 
Pathumthani 12120
Thailand
Tel +66 2 524 5031–33 
Fax +66 2 524 6326/516 2126
admissions@ait.ac.th 

The Australian National University
Crawford School of Economics and Government, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific
Billie Headon
Director 
Student Recruitment, Scholarships, and Alumni
JG Crawford Building No. 13
Canberra ACT 0200 
Australia 
Tel +61 2 6125 3914 
Fax +61 2 6125 5570
billie.headon@anu.edu.au
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East–West Center/University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
Stella Kolinski
ADB–JSP and EWC Scholarship Assistant 
1601 East–West Road
Honolulu, Hawaii 96848-1601
United States
Tel +1 808 944 7738 
Fax +1 808 944 7070/944 7730
adbjsp@eastwestcenter.org

Hitotsubashi University
School of International and Public Policy
Yuri Okamoto
Program Manager
Asian Public Policy Program
2-1-2 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 101-8439 
Japan
Tel +81 3 4212 3145
Fax +81 3 4212 3146
yuri@ics.hit-u.ac.jp

Indian Institute of Technology Delhi
N. C. Chauhan
Deputy Registrar (PGS & R)
Hauz Khas
New Delhi 110 016
India
Tel +91 11 2659 1737 
Fax +91 11 2658 2032
drpgsr@admin.iitd.ac.in 

International Rice Research Institute 
Anilyn Maningas
Assistant Manager
Office of Scholars’ Affairs, Training Center
DAPO Box 7777
Metro Manila 
Philippines
Tel +63 2 845 0563/0569/0570 
Fax +63 2 845 0606/891 1292
adb-inquiry@irri.exch.cgiar.org, a.maningas@cgiar.org
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International University of Japan
Nobuko Komiyama 
Administrative Staff
Office of Student Services 
777 Kokusai-cho, Minami Uonuma-shi
Niigata 949-7277
Japan
Tel +81 25 779 1500
Fax +81 25 779 1180
admgsir@iuj.ac.jp, admgsim@iuj.ac.jp

Keio University
Shinnosuke Obi 
Professor
Faculty of Science and Technology
Chair, Committee for International Affairs
3-14-1 Hiyoshi, Kohoku-ku
Yokohama, Kanagawa 223-8522
Japan
Tel +81 45 566 1468
Fax +81 45 566 1469
yg-international@adst.keio.ac.jp 

Kobe University
Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies
Nobuaki Matsunaga
Coordinator
2-1 Rokkodia-cho, Nada-ku
Kobe 657-8501
Japan
Tel +81 78 803 7267
Fax +81 78 803 7295
matsu@kobe-u.ac.jp

Kyushu University
Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences
Graduate School of Law
Akiko Kai
Administration Staff
6-10-1, Hakozaki, Higashi-ku 
Fukuoka 812 8581
Japan
Tel +81 92 642 2788
Fax +81 92 642 2144
ADB–JSP.ku@jimu.kyushu-u.ac.jp
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Lahore University of Management Sciences
Suleman Dawood School of Business
Shandana Mehdi
Admissions and Financial Aid 
Opposite Sector “U”, DHA, Lahore Cantt.
Lahore 54792
Pakistan
Te: +92 42 572 2670–79 
Fax +92 42 572 2591  
admission@lums.edu.pk

Nagoya University
Graduate School of International Development
Sunate Kampeeraparb 
Associate Professor and International Student Advisor 
Furo-cho Chikusa-ku
Nagoya 464-8601
Japan
Tel +81 52 789 5079
Fax +81 52 789 4951
adb@gsid.nagoya-u.ac.jp

Nanyang Technological University
Nanyang Business School
Nicanor Soriano 
Director
Marketing and Admissions
The Nanyang MBA
Block S3, B34-01, Nanyang Avenue 
Singapore 639798
Tel +65 6513 8543
Fax +65 6791 3561
waseda@ntu.edu.sg

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies
Hideki Maki
Program Coordinator
International Programs Team
Academic and Student Affairs Division
7-22-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
Tokyo 106-8677
Japan
Tel +81 3 6439 6045
Fax +81 3 6439 6040
mpp@grips.ac.jp 
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National University of Singapore
NUS Business School
Jerome Lim Yong Ping
Graduate Studies, Finance and Accreditation
Mochtar Riady Building
15 Kent Ridge Drive, Level 4
Singapore 117592
Tel +65 6516 5589
Fax +65 6872 4423
mba@nus.edu.sg

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
Graduate School of Asia Pacific Studies  
Abe Yasuharu
Manager
APU Admissions Office
1-1 Jumonjibaru, Beppu City
Oita Prefecture, 874-8577
Japan
Tel +81 977 78 1119
Fax +81 977 78 1121
apugrad@apu.ac.jp

Ritsumeikan University
Graduate School of Economics
Kiyoko Tanaka
Assistant Administrative Manager
International Center at Biwako Kusatsu Campus
1-1-1 Noji-higashi, Kusatsu
Shiga 525-8577
Japan
Tel +81 77 561 3946 ext. 515 7828 
Fax +81 77 561 3956 ext. 515 7819
ec-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp 

Saitama University
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Naoko Nakasone
Administrative Assistant 
Foreign Student Office
255 Shimo Okubo, Sakura-ku, Saitama-shi
Saitama 338-8570 
Japan
Tel +81 48 858 3555 
Fax +81 48 858 3555/3825
fso@sun.civil.saitama-u.ac.jp
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Thammasat University
Sirivan Vaitayathamrong 
Head
International Student Service Division
Floor 1, Dome Building
Prachan Campus, Prachan Road
Bangkok 10200
Thailand
Tel +66 2613 2048 
Fax +66 2623 5289
sirivan.tu@gmail.com

Tokyo Institute of Technology
Graduate School of Science and Engineering
Department of International Development Engineering
Naoya Abe 
Associate Professor
2-12-1-I4-4 Ookayama, Meguro-ku
Tokyo 152-8550
Japan
Tel +81 3 5734 3797
Fax +81 3 5734 3797
nabe@ide.titech.ac.jp

The University of Auckland
William Ho
International Officer–Scholarships
International Office
Private Bag 92019
Auckland Mail Centre
Auckland 1142
New Zealand
Tel +64 9 373 7599 ext. 86966
Fax +64 9 373 7405
internationalscholarships@auckland.ac.nz

The University of Hong Kong
Eric Chu
Executive Officer 
Academic Support and Admissions Section, Registry 
Pokfulam Road
Hong Kong, China
Tel +85 2 2241 5262
Fax +85 2 2858 5454
rss@reg.hku.hk, mk2chu@hkucc.hku.hk
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The University of Melbourne
Ellen Gavva
Senior Scholarships Officer 
Melbourne Scholarships Office
Parkville 
Victoria 3010
Australia
Tel +61 3 8344 6322 
Fax +61 3 9349 1740
e.gavva@unimelb.edu.au 

The University of Sydney
Leonie Patrick
Deputy Director, Student and Government Relations
The International Office
Level 4, Jane Foss Russell Building (G02)
NSW 2006
Australia
Tel +61 2 8627 8330
Fax +61 2 8627 8389
adbscholarships@io.usyd.edu.au

The University of Tokyo
Department of Civil Engineering
Hitoshi Ieda 
Professor of Civil Engineering and Foreign Student Officer
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku
Tokyo 113-8656 
Japan
Tel +81 3 5841 6141 
Fax +81 3 5841 8509
fso@civil.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

The University of Tokyo
Department of Urban Engineering
Nobuaki Ohmori
Associate Professor of Civil Engineering and Foreign Student Officer
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku
Tokyo 113-8656
Japan
Tel +81 3 5841 6241 
Fax +81 3 5841 8509
fso@civil.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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The University of Tokyo
Graduate School of Public Policy
Takatoshi Ito
Professor 
616 Administration Bureau Building No. 2
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan
Tel +8 13 5841 1349
Fax +8 13 5841 3190
mppip@pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp 

The University of Tokyo
Institute of Environmental Studies 
Hiroyasu Sato
Associate Professor and Foreign Student Officer
Kashiwa International Office, Building of Environmental Studies
Room 124
5-1-5 Kashiwanoha, Kashiwa City
Chiba 277-8563
Japan
Tel +81 4 7136 4558 
Fax +81 4 7136 4559
fso@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp

The University of Tokyo
School of International Health
Masamine Jimba 
Professor
Department of International Community Health 
School of International Health, Graduate School of Medicine
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku
Tokyo 113-0033
Japan
Tel +81 3 5841 3688 
Fax +81 3 5841 3422
adb@m.u-tokyo.ac.jp

University of Tsukuba 
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Maiko Araki
Program Officer
Economic and Public Policy Management
Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8573
Japan
Tel +81 29 853 6785
Fax +81 29 853 6785
wbgsp@dpipe.tsukuba.ac.jp
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Figure A4.1 Scholars by Gender

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

Male
65.15%

Female
34.85%

Figure A4.2 Scholars by Degree Program

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

Master’s
94.61%

Doctorate
4.54%

Certificate or
Diploma
0.85%

Figure A4.3 Scholars by Field of Study

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

Business
Management

24.84% 

Economics
32.75%

Science and
Technology

42.23%

Law
0.18%
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Figure A4.4 Graduates by Gender

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

Figure A4.5 Graduates by Degree Program

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.

Male
64.91%

Female
35.09%
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4.68%

Master’s
94.40%

Certificate or
Diploma
0.92%

Figure A4.6 Graduates by Field of Study

Source: Asian Development Bank estimates.
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Japan contributed more than $126 million to the JSP. A total of 2,818 scholarships have been 
awarded to recipients from 35 member countries, 982 of whom are women. Of the total, 
2,499 scholars have already completed their courses. An average of 150 scholarships are being 
awarded each year.

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its developing 
member countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their people. Despite 
the region’s many successes, it remains home to two-thirds of the world’s poor: 1.7 billion 
people who live on less than $2 a day, with 828 million struggling on less than $1.25 a day. 
ADB is committed to reducing poverty through inclusive economic growth, environmentally 
sustainable growth, and regional integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main 
instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, equity 
investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance.
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