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HIGHLIGHTS

•	 The $165 million 
75-kilometer railway line 
between Hairatan  
(on Afghanistan’s border 
with Uzbekistan) and 
Mazar-e-Sharif  reduced 
travel time and freight 
costs, and increased  
trade between 
Afghanistan and its 
neighbors, benefiting 
5 million people.

•	 A total of  $1.5 billion 
provided for 11 transport 
projects, including  
$189 million for a 
regional road project  
in Afghanistan,  
and $207 million 
and $470 million for 
the CAREC Program 
corridors in Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan, 
respectively.  

•	 In Uzbekistan, 
$436 million approved 
for energy transmission 
and new supplies, 
including $150 million 
for advanced  
electricity metering. 

•	 10-year strategic 
framework for CAREC 
(CAREC 2020) ratified 
at the 10th CAREC 
Ministerial Conference.

ADB did business in new ways.  
Its success in performance-based  
contracts was nowhere more apparent  
than in the Afghanistan railway project  
near the Uzbekistan border. It was  
completed in a record 9 months,  
well ahead of  the projected 3 years.  
ADB also supported initiatives to improve 
public financial management, combat 
corruption, and promote governance in 
general. We continually engage governments 
in project and policy dialogues, resulting in 
better and faster work, without compromising 
international best practices. 

“

Juan Miranda
Director General, Central and West Asia Department
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AT A GLANCE

•	 Total new lending  
to public sector in 
Central and West Asia 
reaches $3 billion; 
contract awards reach 
almost $2 billion.

•	 Financial assistance 
for nine CAREC 
transport projects 
approved.

•	 Road maps being 
developed for 
transport, energy,  
and urban services  
in Kazakhstan  
and Uzbekistan.

Overview 

ADB’s operations focus on transport, energy security and energy efficiency, urban services  
(water, wastewater, and urban transport), public sector reforms, and access to credit. Sector work 
is boosted by support for regional cooperation and integration, environmental sustainability 

and climate change, governance, capacity building, and gender equality initiatives. 
Total new lending to the public sector reached $3 billion, reflecting growing demand  

from the Caucasus and Uzbekistan. Contract awards reached almost $2 billion and disbursement 
levels were $1.4 billion. Private sector finance totaled $528 million, an increase of 63% compared 
with 2010. 

Portfolio Management 

Regular portfolio reviews ensured effective and efficient performance across the board, while an 
improved management information system tracked project performance. Portfolio performance 
also benefited from greater readiness; simpler designs; and proactive work on procurement, 
safeguards, and counterpart finance. ADB continued to use multitranche financing facilities, 
which contributed to up-front, quality due diligence, a high level of preparedness, financing 
predictability, and longer-term partnerships. Project implementation is on track for 69% of the 
total portfolio of 92 active projects, while 16% experienced implementation challenges. 

Regional Cooperation

The 10 country partners of the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Program 
marked 10 years of collaboration, resulting in 120 projects since 2001 worth more than $17 billion. 
CAREC 2020 was endorsed as the strategic framework for 2011–2020 at the 10th Ministerial 
Conference held in Baku, Azerbaijan, in November. Ministers agreed on steps for priority projects 
over the 10-year period. 

ADB approved financial assistance for nine CAREC transport projects, worth $1.1 billion, 
which will improve connectivity. In December, the ADB-assisted Hairatan to Mazar-e-Sharif 
railway began hauling cargo from and to the Uzbekistan border. Meanwhile, the Kyrgyz Republic 
and Tajikistan ratified the Cross-Border Transport Agreement, and a protocol was signed as a first 
step for Afghanistan to accede to the agreement as well. 

Knowledge Management

ADB continued to invest in a range of knowledge products (see Appendix 14). Sector and 
thematic assessments informed the country partnership strategies in Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan. Road maps were being developed for transport, energy, and urban services 
in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. Finance and public sector and governance assessments for 
Turkmenistan, and transport master plans for Armenia and Tajikistan were prepared. Environment, 
governance, poverty, and private sector assessments were conducted for Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan. A social development analysis was conducted for Turkmenistan, and a gender analysis 
was undertaken of the damage and needs assessment in Pakistan.

A study on the ombudsman institution in Asia was published, as was one on pension reform 
in Georgia. Other economic studies dealt with economic diversification in Kazakhstan and fiscal 
policy in Georgia. Briefs on Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and CAREC showcased the 

Supported by ADB,  
CAREC 2020 lists  
high-priority  
regional transport,  
trade facilitation,  
and energy projects. 

Find out more at  
www.carecprogram.org

CAREC 2020
A Strategic Framework for the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation
Program 2011–2020

The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Program made significant progress 
in creating a committed and effective partnership during 2001–2010—establishing a clear, 
shared vision, a Comprehensive Action Plan; and formulating and implementing more than 
100 CAREC-related projects worth over $15 billion. Building on the lessons of its first 10 years, 
CAREC 2020 articulates the emerging opportunities and challenges that now confront the 
region, and the required changes that these entail for the CAREC Program in the next decade. 
It details the strategic and operational priorities of CAREC as it moves toward its vision of 
Good Neighbors, Good Partners, and Good Prospects in the next decade.

About the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Program

The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Program is a practical, projects-
based, and results-oriented partnership that promotes and facilitates regional cooperation 
in transport, trade, and energy. CAREC comprises 10 countries: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, the 
People’s Republic of China, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Six multilateral institutions support the work of the CAREC 
member countries: the Asian Development Bank (ADB), European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, International Monetary Fund, Islamic Development Bank, United Nations 
Development Programme, and World Bank. ADB serves as the CAREC Secretariat.

CAREC Secretariat
Central and West Asia Department
Asian Development Bank
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City
1550 Metro Manila, Philippines
Tel: +63 2 632 6134
Fax: + 63 2 636 2387
E-mail: info@carecprogram.org
ISBN 978-971-95343-0-3
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AT A GLANCE

•	 Last section of   
national ring road  
in Afghanistan 
contracted.

•	 Tajikistan–Afghanistan 
transmission link 
completed.

Progress toward Inclusive Growth in Central and West Asia

•	 A community-based irrigation project, financed by the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction for 
$5 million, helped reduce poverty in food-scarce areas in northern Afghanistan. Seventy-four 
traditional irrigation rehabilitation schemes benefited 1.1 million people.

•	 A total of $63 million in loans for two water supply projects in Uzbekistan have brought 
clean water to 950,000 people in 300 villages.

•	 The advanced electricity metering system in Uzbekistan will reduce commercial and tariff 
collection losses. This will contribute to the power sector’s financial sustainability and make 
power affordable for residential and industrial customers and public services, such as schools 
and hospitals.

•	 The $52 million reconstruction of 94 kilometers of Azerbaijan’s primary east–west highway 
increased freight and passenger traffic, and reduced passenger travel time by 50% and 
vehicle operating cost by 20%. It benefits 702,000 people, of whom 37.2% are poor.

FEATURED 
PUBLICATIONS

How has ADB helped 
developing member 
countries? This series of 
development effectiveness 
briefs reveals the value 
of the partnership in 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,  
and Uzbekistan. 

Download at
adb.org/publications 

effectiveness of ADB’s development assistance, while regular monitoring of and reporting on the 
region’s economies continued under the resident missions’ lead. At various forums, the resident 
missions and CAREC shared knowledge on transport, energy, and trade. Two videos on climate 
change in Tajikistan were produced.

Publications and a video highlighted CAREC’s accomplishments to mark the program’s 
10th year. A website (www.carecprogram.org) was launched to showcase the full spectrum of 
CAREC’s work.

Country Highlights

Afghanistan

Partnership priorities. In line with the 2009–2013 Country Partnership Strategy, ADB, one of the 
country’s largest development partners, is active in energy, transportation, and natural resources 
management, with 19 sovereign loan and grant projects totaling $2.7 billion since 2002. Projects 
focus on regional connectivity, energy security, and food self-sufficiency. The ADB-managed 
Afghanistan Infrastructure Trust Fund is leveraging cofinancing for critical infrastructure projects. 
The last section of the crucial national ring road was contracted, and work continued on the north–
south corridor and the road from Kabul to Jalalabad. ADB completed the transmission link from 
Tajikistan, augmented distribution networks in the north and east, and began preparing a power 
sector master plan and possible power link with Turkmenistan. ADB also started to prepare three 
infrastructure projects in Helmand in Afghanistan and extended technical assistance to seek ways 
to expand commercial lending in rural areas. 

Impact of operations. The ADB-assisted rail link from Hairatan on Afghanistan’s border with 
Uzbekistan to Mazar-e-Sharif—the first in Afghanistan—began commercial operations, and 
reduced time and freight costs while increasing trade. Strengthened power links stimulated 
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AT A GLANCE

•	 $48 million 
reconstruction of  
rural roads in  
Armenia benefits 
171,180 people.

•	 Public sector loans 
for Azerbaijan include 
$255 million for 
roads, $105 million 
for water, and 
$160 million  
for energy.

economic activity, reducing the cost of doing business, improving the environment and security, 
and cutting poverty. The flagship CAREC program promoted trade and competitiveness, linking 
Afghanistan with Central Asia, the Middle East, and South Asia.

Armenia

Partnership priorities. The 2006–2009 interim operational strategy identified rural development, 
private sector development, and promotion of regional cooperation as indicative and not exclusive 
priorities. ADB focused on transport, finance, and urban services. Consultation with the government 
in September confirmed the overall validity of ADB’s strategies and the shift from rural to urban 
development in response to the government’s post-crisis priorities. The shift is reflected in the 
2012–2013 country operations business plan, and the first country partnership strategy (CPS) will 
be prepared. 

The $400 million Sustainable Urban Development Investment Program targets the transport 
sector in urban areas to improve connectivity, reduce traffic congestion, and make transport safe 
and efficient. About $50 million are earmarked to construct a 5.3-kilometer ring road in the capital, 
Yerevan, to divert traffic from the center and encourage economic development in the outer areas 
and to support institutional strengthening of public transport. 

Impact of operations. The $48 million reconstruction of 268 kilometers of rural roads reduced 
average travel time by 47% and vehicle operating costs by 40%; improved access to social services 
and jobs; and benefited 171,180 people, of whom 36% are poor. Trade finance agreements with 
six local banks extended access to trade credit to businesses, including small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), and a $65 million nonsovereign loan to four local banks increased their ability 
to lend to SMEs. ADB cofinanced a new two-story terminal at Zvartnots International Airport,  
the country’s main air gateway in Yerevan, with a $40 million nonsovereign loan, which will 
increase connectivity.

Azerbaijan

Partnership priorities. Continuing the work under the 2000 interim operations strategy and 
subsequent country strategy program updates, ADB was guided by the 2010 country operations 
business plan. Public sector loans comprise $255 million for roads, $105 million for water supply, 
and $160 million for energy. ADB started preparing a CPS for 2012–2016.

Impact of operations. Four projects were completed during 2000–2011. The project to integrate 
internally displaced people rehabilitated four schools and improved living conditions of more 
than 400 families, some of whom, including women, were provided with small loans. The flood 
mitigation project prevented estimated average annualized losses of $13.2 million in 2009 prices—
much higher than the $5 million losses originally estimated. The reconstruction of 94 kilometers 
of the primary east–west highway increased freight and passenger traffic by about 10% annually 
between 2006 and 2010; served more than 4,000 vehicles per day in 2010 (originally estimated at 
3,600); and reduced passenger travel time by 50% and vehicle operating cost by 20%, benefiting 
702,000 people, of whom 37.2% were poor. The water supply and sanitation project brought 
24-hour nonpotable water supply to about 70% of the population in one of the two project towns.

The Trade Finance Program supported almost $41 million in trade through 52 transactions for 
SMEs, intraregional trade, and trade between Azerbaijan and another developing member country. 

FEATURED 
PUBLICATION

A Story Within a Story is a 
series of brochures that tells 
the often-hidden narrative 
of women in developing 
member countries, and 
shows how ADB promotes 
gender equity. 

Download at  
adb.org/publications

Asian Development Bank Annual Report 2011



65

Central and West Asia

ADB’s first private sector loan for infrastructure in Azerbaijan financed the replacement of a 
cement plant’s wet-type kilns with a single modern dry-type kiln, reducing fuel consumption by 
nearly 50% per ton of clinker and improving environmental standards.

Georgia 

Partnership priorities. ADB operations have expanded rapidly since Georgia joined ADB in 
2007. Consistent with the 2008–2009 interim operational strategy, ADB focuses on enhancing 
sustainable economic growth by improving municipal service delivery, reducing road constraints 
on economic activity, and upgrading and developing energy infrastructure. Ongoing assistance 
supports road corridor improvements, urban water and sanitation, and urban transport. Private 
sector operations have focused on investments in trade finance and SMEs. 

Impact of operations. Ongoing assistance through the Municipal Development Fund has  
improved roads, water supply, and sanitation for municipalities and districts. More than 387,000 people 
have better access to water supply, while more than 150,000 people have access to rehabilitated and 
expanded sanitation. Nearly 200 kilometers of roads were renovated or paved. In total, more than  
2 million people have benefited from ADB-financed improvements through the fund. 

The rehabilitated 43-kilometer road from Zugdidi to Mestia, a United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization heritage site, has guaranteed year-round transport to local 
communities and encouraged tourism; it reduces travel time by half. Financing for a 1.5-kilometer 
Tbilisi Metro extension will serve university students and 150,000 district inhabitants. ADB 
assistance to the United Water Supply Company of Georgia has facilitated the piloting of a spatial 
planning and geographic information system. It targets 24-hour access to safe potable water 
supply and sanitation services for more than 11,000 residents and visitors in Anaklia and Mestia. 
A 32-kilometer bypass road around the coastal city of Kobuleti will reduce traffic congestion 
and improve road safety.

Kazakhstan

Partnership priorities. ADB supported the government’s efforts to sustain a higher growth 
rate, promote environment-friendly development, encourage the private sector, and connect 
the country with its neighbors. It engaged selectively in infrastructure, SMEs, and finance, 
with regional cooperation a key theme. ADB is preparing a new partnership strategy to guide 
operations from 2012 to 2016. 

Impact of operations. ADB restored almost 40,000 hectares of irrigated land in the south, 
improving nutritional standards and increasing crop yields and jobs; brought safe drinking water 
to about 65,000 people in the north and south; and helped the central bank create a macroeconomic 
management tool that provides economic decision makers with realistic growth forecasts and debt 
rescheduling. ADB, with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the European 
Union, cofinanced the construction and rehabilitation of the 245-kilometer Almaty–Bishkek road, 
speeding up the movement of goods and people, cutting travel time from 5 hours to 2 hours and 
bringing down fuel costs. The $500 million countercyclical support loan to help mitigate the impact 
of the global economic crisis helped create 247,822 temporary jobs; complete 5,261 road, school, 
and health projects; retrain 70,668 workers; and provide 51,186 internships. 

AT A GLANCE

•	 In Georgia, more than 
387,000 people  
have better access  
to water supply and 
more than 150,000 
have improved 
sanitation.

•	 In Kazakhstan, almost 
40,000 hectares have 
been improved as a 
result of  irrigation, 
drainage, and 
flood management 
initiatives, and 
3.8 million people 
benefit from 
396 kilometers of  built 
or upgraded roads.
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AT A GLANCE

•	 ADB-supported 
reforms lead to  
a new skills-oriented 
curriculum for  
grades 1 to 11  
in the Kyrgyz Republic.

•	 More than 500,000 
textbooks are 
distributed and 
17,000 Kyrgyz 
teachers trained.

•	 Loan portfolio of  
$1.1 billion finances 
energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, 
and electricity 
transmission and 
distribution projects 
in Pakistan.

The Kyrgyz Republic

Partnership priorities. The CPS, prepared jointly with other development partners, supports public 
infrastructure and institutional reforms, which will promote sustainable growth with broader private 
sector participation. Of the international financial institutions, ADB has provided the most support for 
road transport and education. A $55 million Asian Development Fund loan was approved to improve 
a highway connecting the Kyrgyz Republic with the People’s Republic of China. The route is part of 
CAREC Corridor 1 and critical to regional trade. ADB also began work on a new CPS for 2013–2017.

Impact of operations. In education, ADB-supported reforms developed a new student-centered, 
skills-oriented curriculum for grades 1 to 11, and introduced a new curriculum in grades 1 to 4. 
More than 500,000 textbooks were distributed and over 17,000 teachers trained. Hardware and 
laboratory equipment were delivered to 90 rehabilitated schools and 7 teacher training institutes.

ADB continued improving customs services and revenue administration by introducing up-to-
date software systems and hardware. Budget support helped the government maintain essential 
public expenditures. Progress was made in rebuilding houses damaged during unrest. ADB 
assistance improved tax collection, and rural water supply and sanitation.

Pakistan

Partnership priorities. Recurrent floods, energy shortages, and security and economic uncer-
tainty were challenges. In line with the 2009–2013 CPS, ADB continued to give priority to energy, 
transport, irrigation, urban services, flood rehabilitation, and the finance sector. A loan portfolio 
of $1.1 billion financed energy efficiency, renewable energy, and transmission and distribution 
projects, and $76 million were disbursed to increase energy efficiency and reduce losses. ADB also 
led the Water Sector Task Force, preparing an integrated approach to ensuring adequate resources 
for the future, released $200 million to strengthen the institutional framework for capital markets, 
and supported improvements to the national highway system and critical road networks. 

ADB supported agriculture, including rural development in the Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas, irrigation in Punjab, and coastal development in Sindh. ADB also engaged in policy 
dialogue with the government on macroeconomic issues to promote sustainable job creation, 
power sector restructuring, and railway sector reforms. 

Impact of operations. The Earthquake Emergency Assistance Project rehabilitated 800 kilometers 
of roads, rebuilt 400 schools and 27 rural and 3 major hospitals, and constructed 16 power stations, 
substantially improving the lives of people affected by the earthquake that killed 73,000 people. 
The Flood Emergency Reconstruction Project directly helped repair infrastructure throughout 
Pakistan, and irrigation and provincial roads in Sindh. 

Sustained, long-term investments improved energy efficiency, reliability, and service 
coverage. The capital market project resulted in the removal of some legal and regulatory 
constraints on domestic bond markets, paving the way for improved governance of securities 
markets by strengthening the institutional framework. The Sindh coastal development project 
helped families increase their incomes and access services through better community participation, 
institutional capacity development, and management of coastal resources. 
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Tajikistan

Partnership priorities. The CPS 2010–2014 is aligned with national strategies for development 
and poverty reduction. ADB helps develop energy and transport infrastructure, provide renewable 
energy, and support the private sector. It also promotes regional cooperation; capacity building 
and governance, especially public financial management, procurement, and anticorruption 
activities; climate change mitigation and environmental protection; and inclusion of gender in 
policies and projects. The Strengthening Public Resource Management Program supports key 
expenditures, such as social protection for about 10,000 poor households in two pilot districts, 
and promotes reforms to improve tax administration, creating more effective and efficient social 
safety-net programs, and better public financial management.

Impact of operations. The 220-kilovolt power transmission line constructed under CAREC allows  
the export of up to 300 megawatts of summer surplus power to meet shortfalls in neighboring 
Afghanistan. Through CAREC, ADB helped rehabilitate a 350-kilometer highway linking 
Dushanbe with the Kyrgyz Republic—a significant trade route connecting Tajikistan and the 

AT A GLANCE

•	 In Tajikistan,  
resource management 
program boosts  
social protection 
for 10,000 poor 
households.

•	 Rehabilitated 
350-kilometer 
Tajikistan trade route 
reduces travel time, 
cuts transport costs, 
and helps boost 
incomes.

New Afghan Rail Line Boosts Trade and Aid

Until late 2010, border bottlenecks at Hairatan in the north and security concerns on the southern 
and eastern frontiers were choking off trade and aid for Afghanistan. Now, thanks to a $165 million 
ADB grant, a new 75-kilometer railway line from Hairatan to the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif 
is helping improve the flow of goods into the country, cutting transport costs, boosting regional 
trade, and making it easier to deliver humanitarian relief to conflict-affected Afghans. As a result 
of creative planning and good project management, the line was built in less than a year. About 
5 million people in total will benefit. (PHoTo: ADB)



68

AT A GLANCE

•	 About 600,000 
Armenians have 
access to safe 
water, thanks to a 
$36 million ADB loan.

•	 Regional Customs 
Modernization 
and Infrastructure 
Development Project 
boosts efficiency  
and transparency  
of  customs services  
in Tajikistan.

Kyrgyz Republic with the People’s Republic of China and beyond. The road reduces travel time 
by an average of 5 hours and significantly cuts transport costs, helps increase incomes, creates 
jobs, improves access to social services, and ultimately increases regional trade and cooperation. 
The Regional Customs Modernization and Infrastructure Development Project improved the 
efficiency and transparency of customs services, reinforced ongoing customs legal reforms, and 
promoted trade and regional cooperation by developing a unified automated information system, 
and building five and rehabilitating eight customs border-posts. ADB also helped mitigate the 
effects of climate change through the Flood Risk Management Project in Khatlon Province 
by rehabilitating 8.3 kilometers of flood protection embankment along the Pyanj River, and 
strengthening flood warning and preparedness systems. 

Cleaning Up Armenia’s Water Supply

In the former Soviet republic of Armenia, inadequate funding and maintenance had led to water 
shortages and poor quality drinking water. In 2007, ADB approved a $36 million loan to the 
country’s government to help it upgrade and rehabilitate water supply and sanitation systems in 
many towns and villages. The project is close to completion and almost a year ahead of schedule. 
Some 600,000 people—about 20% of the population—have already benefited. Like these school 
children in the community of Artashat, residents of 21 towns and 97 villages now have access to 
safe water supply for an average of 13.5 hours a day. In addition, the collaboration between the 
water utility company and a private operator has improved operational and financial management 
of the sector. (PHoTo: INNA MKHITARyAN)
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SEE APPENDIX FOR 
TABLES AND FIGURES

•		Portfolio Performance 
Indicators for Sovereign 
Lending, 2010–2011 
(Appendix 17.1)

•		Portfolio Performance 
Indicators for Grants 
from ADF and Special 
Funds, 2010–2011 
(Appendix 17.2)

•		Sovereign Approvals 
by Country, 2011 
(Appendix 22)

•		Nonsovereign Approvals 
by Country, 2011 
(Appendix 23)

•		Cumulative Lending 
and Disbursements  
by Country as of   
the end of  2011 
(Appendix 24)

•		Cumulative Grants 
Approved by Country  
as of  the end of  2011 
(Appendix 25)

•		Cumulative Grant 
Disbursements  
by Country as of   
the end of  2011 
(Appendix 26) 

Turkmenistan

Partnership priorities. ADB operations have been small in scale but are steadily growing.  
2011 saw ADB’s first-ever lending intervention in the country. A $125 million loan was approved 
to modernize 311 kilometers of the North–South Railway Project, which will improve connectivity 
with neighboring countries and contribute to regional cooperation, trade, and investment.

An interim CPS is under preparation. It will prioritize infrastructure development that 
supports regional integration. Investments in energy and transport will increase Turkmenistan’s 
importance in regional cooperation efforts in the CAREC framework. Capacity-building programs 
and development of key sector strategies will be incorporated into the CPS and country operations 
business plan. 

Impact of operations. ADB started its operations only in 2010.

Uzbekistan 

Partnership priorities. The country operations business plan for 2011–2013 follows the country 
strategy and program for 2006–2010. The plan supports sustaining inclusive economic growth 
through industrial modernization, infrastructure development, and rural development. Priorities 
include transport, energy, water supply and sanitation, multisector rural development, and small 
and microenterprise support. Direct investment in the private sector started, supporting energy. 

Impact of operations. With $63 million in loans, the Western Uzbekistan Rural Water Supply 
Project and the Kashkadarya and Navoi Rural Water Supply Project brought clean water to 
950,000 people in 300 villages in Karakalpakstan, Kashkadarya, Khorezm, and Navoi. With a  
$73 million loan, the ongoing Amu Zang Irrigation Rehabilitation Project improved 19,000 hectares 
of agricultural land by rehabilitating a pumping station and irrigation channels. Rehabilitation 
of two other pumping stations will further enlarge the improved land by 80%. The project also 
brought $2.5 million worth of farm machinery and equipment to farmers.

AT A GLANCE

•	 In Turkmenistan,  
a $125 million  
ADB loan was approved 
to modernize  
311 kilometers  
of  the North–South 
Railway Project. 

•	 Supported by  
$63 million in loans, 
new supply projects 
bring clean water  
to 950,000 people 
in 300 Uzbekistan 
villages.




