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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities  
 
1. Development partner assistance to the technical and vocational education and training 
(TVET) system in the Kyrgyz Republic has not been well coordinated. The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) is the only organization that has been working nationwide. Due to limitations of 
scale some notable initiatives and achievements of development partners—the local livelihood 
skills initiative of Swiss nongovernment organization (NGO) Helvetas and the introduction of 
training methodologies by the European Training Foundation—are limited to a small number of 
beneficiaries and have not been rolled out nationally or influenced the existing system.  
 
2. To remedy the fragmented approach and ensure greater leverage of development 
partner initiatives, the government approved the Education Development Strategy, 2012–2020 
and the Medium-Term Educational Development Program, 2012–14. Under this strategy, major 
donors, including ADB, agreed to join efforts to assist the government in implementation under 
the Strategy Implementation Action Plan, 2012–014. 
 

Major Development Partners  

Development Partner   Project Name Duration 
Amount

($ million) 
 
Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
 

ADB Vocational Education and Skills Development Project 2007–2012 10.0 

AKDN  School of Professional and Continuous Education  2006–
ongoing 

0.33 
annually 

EU Delegation Sub-grants program for local NGOs 2010–2013 3.0 

    

ETF School Development Towards Lifelong Learning 2009–2011 0.1. 
annually 

 GIZ Regional Program on Reform of Educational System 2009–2013 5.0. 

Helvetas Skills Training in Rural Areas (STAR) Project 2001–2012 0.5. 
annually 

USAID Local Development Program 2010–2013 27.0. 

ADB = Asian Development Bank, AKDN = Aga Khan Development Network, ETF = European Training Foundation, 
GIZ = Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit, EU = European Union, NGO = nongovernment organization, 
USAID = United States Agency for International Development. 
Source(s): Asian Development Bank, 2012. 
 
B. Institutional Arrangements for Development Coordination  
 
3. A sector-wide approach (SWAp) for education is under preparation to develop adequate, 
comprehensive education policies and expenditure programs as part of the Kyrgyz Republic’s 
Medium-Term Educational Development Program, 2012–2014. This should ensure coordination 
of development partner support by directing funds to government priorities. The European Union 
delegation will support all levels except pre-school education, including small grants to improve 
access to TVET for vulnerable groups—special-needs children, imprisoned adults, rural women. 
The World Bank will focus on pre-school, general education (grades 1–11), and teacher training 
in higher education. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) will support pre-school, 
general education, and cross-cutting issues, such as development of an education management 
information system. The German bilateral development agency Gesellschaft für Internationale 
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Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) is focusing on TVET, and higher and adult education. GIZ is undertaking 
considerable work on developing certification standards, teacher manuals, and assessment 
methodologies for certain occupations. The Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) is running 
a private vocational school in Naryn, and is developing short modular courses using the 
competency-based training methodology. ADB serves as the lead agency for vocational 
education reform.  
 
4. Key development partners and the government are planning to sign a joint statement for 
an education SWAp in 2012, which is a declaration of intent. Bilateral agreements between the 
government and each development partner will continue to be needed to clarify respective 
support. The joint statement will not imply any particular financing modalities. Financial support 
to the strategy implementation might take different forms, including budget support, pooled 
financing, or parallel financing (project approach). A mix of these options might be used 
according to individual development partners.  
 
5. Under the Education Round Table, an open platform was established for bilateral and 
multilateral donor agencies, NGOs, and other national organizations supporting the education 
sector in the Kyrgyz Republic. Helvetas is coordinating the exchange of information between 
development partners that are supporting the TVET system. The forum meets quarterly to 
exchange information and coordinate project activities of its members. ADB is a participating 
member of the vocational education working group.  
 
C. Achievements and Issues 

 
6. The Local Development Program of the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has a component on private sector competitiveness. Activities are 
geared toward increasing agricultural trade, tourism, textiles, and information and 
communication technology. The program is supporting private sector organizations in these four 
areas. The program activities are complementary to ADB’s proposed project activities, which will 
support the primary vocational schools and secondary vocational schools along seven priority 
areas, including agriculture, tourism, and textiles. USAID validated the training equipment 
procured for the textile industry under the ongoing ADB project. Further collaboration is 
envisaged. 
 
7. GIZ is the other main partner active in the Kyrgyz TVET system. Regular consultations 
with GIZ have occurred since the start of ADB's ongoing project. Overlap is being avoided in 
providing support to primary vocational schools and in supporting system development, such as 
the certification of graduates. GIZ is in the process of developing a management information 
system (MIS) for the labor market in the Ministry of Youth, Labor, and Employment. The MIS is 
to match labor demand from employers with labor supply from vocational schools. The MIS will 
be established in Bishkek and in the other eight oblasts (administrative units akin to provinces). 
ADB's proposed Second Vocational Education and Skills Development Project will use the 
information from the labor market MIS for its annual TVET Statistical Bulletin. 
 
8. The EU delegation granted €3 million to three NGOs to improve access to vocational 
training for vulnerable groups. The contracted NGOs are working with primary vocational 
schools in rural areas and are developing training materials for agriculture and agribusiness, as 
well as livelihood skills. The proposed ADB project will work with the NGOs to ensure that the 
same training methodology is used, and the training materials will be nationally recognized over 
time. The rollout of these training materials to other rural schools and the provision of 
accompanying training equipment will be supported by the proposed ADB project. 
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D. Summary and Recommendations  
 
9. This close coordination between the development partners promotes synergies between 
initiatives. The proposed education SWAp will foster even greater collaboration and may result 
in joint review missions. 




