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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION 
 

A. Major Development Partners: Strategic Foci and Key Activities 
 
1. An array of assistance programs from multilateral and bilateral development partners 
target water-based natural resource management (under the agriculture and natural resource 
sector), which is a government priority in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) (see table). 
These programs cover physical investment, capacity development, strategy development, and 
policy reforms, which support the government’s past and current (12th Five-Year Plan, 2011–
2015) five-year plans.1 
 

Major Development Partners 
Development 
Partner Project Name Duration 

Amount 
(million $) 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 

ADB Anhui Environmental Improvement Project for 
Industrial Pollution Abatement 

1997–2004 112.00 

 Integrated Ecosystem and Water Resources 
Management in the Baiyangdian Basin 

2009–2014 100.00 

 Wuhan Urban Environmental Improvement 
Project 

2011–2015 100.00 

 Qingdao Water Resources and Wetland 
Protection 

2008–2014 45.00 

 Jiangsu Yancheng Wetlands Protection Project 2011–2017 36.90 

 Sanjiang Plain Wetlands Protection 2005–2012 15.00 

 Managing the Water Resources of Boyang Lake 2011–2013 1.00 

 Preparing National Guidelines for Eco-
Compensation in River Basins and a 
Framework for Soil Pollution Management 

2009–2010 0.80 

 Enabling the Protection of Jiaozhou Bay Water 
Quality and Wetland Ecosystem 

2008–2009 0.75 

 Jiangsu Yancheng Wetlands Protection Project 2007–2008 0.65 

World Bank Huai River Basin Flood Management and 
Drainage Improvement Project 

2010–2016 200.00 

 Anhui Shaying River Channel Improvement 
Project 

2011–2016 100.00 

Water and Other Municipal Infrastructure and Services 

ADB Anhui Hefei Urban Environment Improvement 
Project 

2008–2013 150.00 
 

 Fuzhou Environmental Improvement Project 2006–2012 55.80 
 

 Anhui Environmental Improvement Project for 
Municipal Wastewater Treatment 

1996–2003 28.00 

ADB = Asian Development Bank. 
Sources: ADB and World Bank websites. 

 

                                                
1   Government of the People’s Republic of China, National People’s Congress. 2011. Outline of the Twelfth Five–

Year Plan of the People’s Republic of China, 2011–2015. Beijing. 
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B. Institutional Arrangements and Processes for Development Coordination  
 
2. The government coordinates all external assistance from development partners through 
the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) and through ministries appointed 
as "window" or lead coordinating agencies to work with each organization. The Ministry of 
Finance serves as the lead coordinating agency to work with the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) and the World Bank. The NDRC and lead coordinating agencies work together to ensure 
that external assistance supports the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011–2015), the PRC’s needs, and 
the interests and expertise of each organization. ADB and other development partners meet and 
work together formally and informally. They invite each other and the government to 
conferences and workshops, and also meet informally to share information and discuss 
common interests. ADB also works formally and informally with nongovernment organizations 
and other civil society stakeholders. By building links between the government and civil society, 
ADB can help mobilize the strengths of all parties while improving its own effectiveness and 
reinforcing government efforts to strengthen the role of civil society. 
 
3. During project preparation, the project team held discussions with the Anhui provincial 
government on its experience with major international development partners working in the 
sector and reviewed related project documents 
 
C. Achievements and Issues  
 
4. All international development partners working in the PRC support the Paris Declaration 
on Aid Effectiveness. Thus, they are committed to aligning their work with the government’s 
development plan. The strategies and operations are similar across organizations because of 
common alignment with the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011–2015). These organizations also 
recognize the same challenges facing the PRC, and their regional focus is clearly aligned with 
the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011–2015). Most organizations focus on the western provinces of the 
PRC, with a few concentrating on the central and northeastern provinces. 
 
5. Through coordination, ADB and other development partners improve development 
synergies by coordinating the introduction of new technology and sharing knowledge and 
management experience. ADB has successfully mobilized concessional funds from the 
Netherlands and other development partners to introduce institutional reforms and innovations 
in water-related projects.  
 
D. Summary and Recommendation 
 
6. Pollution control and ecological protection are among the top priorities of the PRC’s 12th 
Five-Year Plan (2011–2015). ADB should strengthen its dialogue with the government through 
the MOF and NDRC on continuing the trend of increasing investment in ecological protection. 
ADB should also continue and strengthen its close coordination with other development 
partners. Strengthening development coordination is expected to minimize transaction costs, 
maximize responsiveness, and promote increased accountability to achieve greater 
development impact. 
 




