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I. POVERTY ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY 

A. Links to the National Poverty Reduction Strategy and Country Partnership Strategy  

The country operations business plan for India, 2012–2014 of the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
1
 specifies that 

support for infrastructure development is among the core focus areas of ADB’s India assistance strategy. The 
Chhattisgarh State Road Sector Project aims to improve transport connectivity within the state. As Chhattisgarh is 
one of the poorer states in India, the proposed project is expected to have significant developmental impacts. 
Chhattisgarh state government recognizes that economic growth and delivery of infrastructure and social services to 
the population are instrumental for poverty alleviation.   

 

B. Poverty Analysis                                                         Targeting Classification: General intervention 

Key issues. In Chhattisgarh, the majority of the population depends on agriculture as the main source of livelihood. 

The population in the investment area comprises primarily poor and low-income groups, with 58% having an annual 
income less than Rs45,000 and 21% living below the poverty line. Some 27% of surveyed households are illiterate 
and 29% have completed primary education.  

The focus group discussions revealed that the socioeconomic benefits singled out by the beneficiaries were 
increased employment opportunities, particularly for poor families; improved means of transport for better access; 
amenities and goods reaching the project area faster through better roads—all of which could reduce poverty. 
 

II. SOCIAL ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY 

A. Findings of Social Analysis  

Key issues. A socioeconomic survey covering 20% of the households in the project influence area was carried out, 

including public consultations and focus group discussions, to gather feedback from the local communities on the 
proposed development project and perceived socioeconomic impacts. 

The proposed project will help increase new economic and employment opportunities by improving linkages to 
markets, production centers, and other areas of economic opportunities. Quicker and more reliable transportation 
facilitated by better roads will help the rural population transport their produce faster and receive higher profit margins 
instead of depending solely on local markets and intermediaries. In addition, access will be improved to public and 
social service facilities such as government agencies, health centers, and schools.   

B. Consultation and Participation 

1.     Provide a summary of the consultation and participation (C&P) process during project preparation. 

During the social assessment of the areas of influence, a series of participatory and meaningful consultations was 
held with stakeholders and beneficiaries from various socioeconomic groups in the subproject area. Focus group 
discussions were organized at various locations with randomly selected groups of men, women, and indigenous 
people residing in the subproject areas. Key stakeholder interviews were conducted with gram panchayat sarpanch 
(village or small-town head), anganwadi workers (those working at child-care and mother-care centers), midwives, 
schoolteachers, farmers, traders, business people, and health workers. Fifty percent of the focus group discussions 
were held exclusively for women. Informants articulated the perceived benefits from the investment. They were 
positive about the need for the investment, especially for improved accessibility for villagers as well as better 
amenities reaching households in the project districts.  

CGPWD will organize further consultations with the stakeholders and beneficiaries within the subproject area during 
project implementation, with the assistance of the resettlement plan implementation nongovernment organizations 
(NGOs).  

2.     What level of C&P is envisaged during the project implementation and monitoring?  

         Information sharing     Consultation       Collaborative decision making       Empowerment 

3.     Was a C&P plan prepared for project implementation?  Yes  No  

Consultation and participation will take place. No separate C&P plan is prepared, but the approach for C&P is 
outlined in the resettlement framework, indigenous peoples planning framework, and resettlement plans.   

                                                
1
 ADB. 2011. Country Operation and Business Plan: India, 2012-2014. Manila. 
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C. Gender and Development                  Gender Mainstreaming Category: Some Gender Elements  

1. Key issues. Women-specific focus group discussions were held. Women indicated that improved road 

conditions and connectivity will provide better access to health services, higher levels of education, economic 
opportunities, and social interactions. Time savings resulting from enhanced road conditions will result in more time 
spent on productive activities, health care, and self-development.   

Gender participation has been ensured during subproject planning and will be ensured during implementation. In 
accordance with the resettlement framework, equal compensation and assistance will be paid to the men- and 
women-headed households for similar impacts. Provisions are in place for additional assistance to women-headed 
households. The resettlement plan implementing NGO will include a social and gender specialist as part of the 
implementation team who will assist in carrying out the HIV/AIDS awareness program within the project influence 
area in a gender-sensitive manner with at least 30% participation of women. Provisions are in the bidding documents 
for the civil works contractors to ensure that all applicable labor laws will be complied with, including not employing 
child labor for construction; encouraging employment of the poor, particularly women; and not differentiating wages 
between men and women for work of equal value.  

2.   Key actions. Measures included in the design to promote gender equality and women’s empowerment—

access to and use of relevant services, resources, assets, or opportunities and participation in decision-making 
process: 

       Gender action plan        Other actions or measures      No action or measure 

III. SOCIAL SAFEGUARD ISSUES AND OTHER SOCIAL RISKS 

Issue 
Significant/Limited/ 

No Impact Strategy to Address Issue 

Plan or Other 
Measures Included in 

Design 

Involuntary 
Resettlement 

Significant  
 

The subprojects have been developed to 
minimize the need for land acquisition and 
involuntary resettlement by adopting the 
most feasible technical design. The land 
acquisition will be initiated under the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894 (amended in 1984); 
the National Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Policy of 2007; and applicable 
rules and regulations as included in the 
resettlement framework and ADB’s 
Safeguard Policy Statement (2009). Two 
resettlement plans for the sample 
subprojects were prepared to address the 
impact of the subprojects on titleholders and 
non-titleholders. Proper consultations during 
preparation of the resettlement plans with 
the displaced persons, including a land 
acquisition and compensation process, were 
undertaken. Resettlement plans are 
disclosed to the public via the ADB website.  
A resettlement framework has been 
developed to guide preparation of 
subsequent subprojects.   
 

  Resettlement plan  
  Resettlement 
framework  
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Issue 
Significant/Limited/ 

No Impact Strategy to Address Issue 

Plan or Other 
Measures Included in 

Design 

Indigenous 
Peoples

 

 

Limited The social assessments undertaken have 
not brought forth any adverse impact on 
indigenous peoples within the subproject 
influence area as a result of the sample 
subprojects. The construction does not 
anticipate any adverse consequences on 
the socioeconomic condition and would not 
lead to any disruptions to community life or 
the culture of these communities. However, 
special provisions have been made in the 
resettlement framework and the 
resettlement plans for the indigenous 
peoples groups.  
An indigenous peoples planning framework 
has been developed to address any 
unanticipated impacts on indigenous 
peoples during implementation of the 
sample subprojects and subsequent 
subprojects.   

 Indigenous peoples 
planning framework  

 

Labor 

  Employment  
opportunities 
 Labor 
retrenchment 
 Core labor 

standards 

Limited The project construction activities are 
expected to generate employment 
opportunities for local communities during 
the construction phase. Men and women will 
be paid equally for equal work. The 
executing agency will ensure that all civil 
works comply with the labor laws and do not 
employ child labor.   

 Other action 
 

Affordability No impact The rehabilitated roads will reduce transport 
costs and increase the mobility of the local 
population in the project areas. 

  No action 
 

Other Risks 
and/or 
Vulnerabilities 

 HIV/AIDS 
 Human 
trafficking 
Others 
(conflict, 
political 
instability, etc.)  

 
 

Limited  
Limited 
No impact 

The social assessments undertaken did not 
identify any significant risks in social 
aspects such as HIV/AIDS and human 
trafficking. However, CGPWD will ensure 
that civil works contractors disseminate 
information at worksites on the risks of 
HIV/AIDS for those employed during 
construction. All contracts will include 
specific clauses on these initiatives and the 
government will strictly monitor compliance 
during implementation. In accordance with 
the resettlement plan, the resettlement plan 
implementation NGOs will carry out the 
awareness campaign within the subproject 
influence area with the help of the National 
AIDS Control Organisation (NACO), state 
AIDS control societies, and public health 
organizations, as much as possible.  

 Other action 
 

IV. MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

Are social indicators included in the design and monitoring framework to facilitate monitoring of gender and social 
development activities and/or social impacts during project implementation?   

  Yes  No        

 Sources:  Government of India Census, 2011.  
Government of India Planning Commission, National Human Development Report, 2001.  
Government of India, Ministry of Women and Child Development, 2009. 

 




