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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SUMMARY) 

1. Key issues. With 6% of the country’s land area covered by glaciers, the impact of global 
climate change on Tajikistan, the source of almost two-thirds of Central Asia’s water resources, 
is potentially very significant. Glaciers and seasonal glacial melt are the the primary sources of 
potable water, water for irrigation, and water for more than 90% of the country’s hydroelectric 
power, and are significant factors in its economic and social life. According to some estimates, 
ice cover will decrease by up to 30% and glacial cover by 20% by 2050. Losses of this 
magnitude could cause severe water shortages not only in Tajikistan, but also downstream in 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Agriculture, which accounts for more than 20% of Tajikistan’s 
gross domestic product (GDP), is obviously vulnerable to climate change and other natural 
disasters. In fact, between 1991 and 2000, one-third of total annual losses in gross agricultural 
output were due to natural disasters. 
 
2. Government's strategy. The government’s main concern is the preservation of glaciers 
and the safeguarding of related water resources. To this end, the government is considering 
building small reservoirs to increase storage capacity for irrigation. Such reservoirs would help 
preserve and increase biodiversity. To strengthen the government’s capacity to adequately 
manage environmental impact and risks, major reforms are needed to address Tajikistan’s 
institutional weaknesses and respond to the country’s most pressing environmental challenges. 
One of the most serious weaknesses of Tajikistan’s environmental management framework is 
the lack of capacity for environmental planning. Accountability, enforcement, and monitoring 
capacity require urgent improvement. Accountability is diluted by (i) the absence of clear 
responsibilities and capacities among agencies; and (ii) the lack of an effective voice for the 
poor, stemming from the lack of awareness and the absence of sound mechanisms for public 
participation. Monitoring capacity is constrained by a lack of reliable time series data on the 
state of the environment and natural resources, the absence of a system of results-focused 
indicators for environmental quality, and insufficient resources to ensure an adequate 
institutional presence in the field.  
 
3. ADB experience. ADB is involved in land management in Tajikistan through the Central 
Asian Countries Initiative for Land Management (CACILM), which includes a set of activities 
very much related to climate change adaptation in addition to the reduction of desertification risk. 
 
4. Intended sector outcomes and outputs: ADB’s planned engagement in climate 
change will require it to work directly with the Tajik authorities to develop a program of 
adaptation priorities within the framework of the Second National Communication and under the 
Climate Resilience Program. ADB support will also focus on addressing mitigation priorities 
identified in the Second National Communication, such as (i) developing renewable energy 
sources, both large- and small-scale hydroelectric power; (ii) improving the efficiency of energy 
use in households, industry, and transport; and (iii) enhancing carbon sinks in forests. 
 
5. Monitoring mechanisms. Progress in achieving the intended outcomes and outputs will 
be monitored through (i) Joint Country Partnership Strategy (JCPS) reviews; (ii) Joint Country 
Portfolio Performance Reviews (JCPPRs); (iii) project review missions; and (iv) project 
performance management systems. 
 




