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POVERTY ANALYSIS (SUMMARY) 
 

1. Poverty assessment.  Owing to strong growth rates since 2000, Tajikistan’s income per 
capita reached $550 in 2008,1 compared with only $139 in 2000. However, although declining 
steadily since 1999, poverty remains high, especially in isolated rural and mountainous areas, 
where about 70% of the people are poor. In 2007, 53% of the country’s population was living 
below the poverty line of $41 monthly, down from 64% in 2003 and 83% in 1999, and 17% 
below the extreme poverty line of $26 monthly.2 Income disparities are large—Tajikistan’s Gini 
coefficient is 0.51—and they differ by region. For example, 69% of the population in Sogd is 
poor, compared with only 43% in Dushanbe. Food insecurity is also high, varying according to 
location and season. About 27% of children under 5 are stunted—the highest of any country in 
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)—and, in the 2007 Tajikistan Living Standards 
Survey (TLSS), 24% of households reported inadequate access to food. While school 
enrollment, infant and child mortality, and other poverty and social indicators have improved in 
the last decade, following the post-independence decline due to the civil war and the disruption 
in public services, social protection programs remain constrained by insufficient public spending 
and also by population growth.  
 
2. Meanwhile, the poverty and social impact of the global economic and financial crisis is 
likely to be direct and immediate. With an estimated 40% of all households receiving funds from 
family members working abroad in 2007, including 71% of households in the lowest quintile, the 
35% drop in remittances projected for 2009 alone is expected to hit many families hard, 
especially the poorest, who rely on these transfers for their basic needs. According to some 
estimates, a 50% drop in remittances, which is not implausible, could push the poverty rate back 
up to almost 65% of the population, thus wiping out the gains since 2003. Moreover, 
unemployment is likely to rise sharply as a result of the slowdown, as well as the potentially 
large influx of returning migrants. Although the official unemployment rate is only 2%, 
unemployment and underemployment together are believed to be as high as 40%. In this 
connection, the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection recently estimated that up to 300,000 
new jobs may need to be created immediately.  
 
3. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and poverty.  Despite the advances noted 
above, there has been only limited progress as regards the non-income dimensions of poverty, 
and Tajikistan is the only country in the Caucasus and Central Asia region that is unlikely to 
achieve many of its MDGs. Increased access to improved water sources and sanitation facilities 
in rural areas—only 59% and 51% of the rural population in 2006—and strengthened health 
services to help reduce maternal mortality, improve family planning, and increase knowledge of 
HIV/AIDS prevention are specific areas where more effort is needed. Meanwhile, to arrest 
further deterioration, there is an urgent need to improve the quality of social services and to 
design reliable safety nets for vulnerable groups, including the aged and the unemployed. In 
addition, if low-productivity employment, rather than unemployment, is the main cause of 
poverty, as some evidence suggests, improved education and skills training is required, 
especially for women, to create opportunities for more gainful employment.  
 

                                                 
1  Gross national income per capita, World Bank Atlas method. 
2   Projections based on World Bank. 2008. Tajikistan Living Standards Measurement Survey, 2008. Washington, DC. 


