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ADB’s Guiding Principles for Sustainable Events 

 

 



PURPOSE 

 
ADB’s Annual Meetings are statutory occasions for the Board of Governors of ADB to provide 
guidance on ADB administrative, financial, and operational directions. As a premier development 
forum in the region, the Annual Meeting also helps to raise the visibility of the host country and it has 
become an important networking event, including for private sector.  
 
In line with ADB’s vision and mission, the primary purpose of the Event Sustainability Management 
System (ESMS, ISO 20121:2012) is to promote the principles of sustainability in the management of 
the Annual Meeting. 
 
Guided by the ESMS, ADB strives to promote sustainability principles and practices in the event 
management cycle, from research to post-event review.  Event management sustainability principles 
and practices shall also be promoted across the supply chain and among key stakeholders. 
 
ADB requires the host country to take into consideration, where applicable, sustainability principles 
and practices as set out in the ESMS in the activities it manages in its role as co-organizer. 
 

EVENT SUSTAINABILITY POLICY 

 
The Annual Meeting promotes and raises the profile of ADB and its development mandate. 
Recognizing that the event is with economic, social, and environmental impacts, ADB prioritizes 
sustainability as the core principle and foundation of its event management process.  Hence, ADB is 
committed to the following to ensure the sustainability of its Annual Meeting: 
 

 To demonstrate leadership in sustainable events for the entire event management cycle, from 
conceptualization to post-event review, and to adopting sustainable event management 
practices, and sharing them with its stakeholders. 

 To effectively implement an ESMS conforming to international standards and best practices to 
facilitate continual improvement. 

 To adhere to applicable legal and other related requirements and respect diversity in 
implementing the economic, social, and environmental aspects of sustainability, supplemented 
by international best practice. 

 To engage its stakeholders, operating on the principles of inclusivity, stewardship, integrity, 
and transparency across the entire event management cycle. 

 To manage the Annual Meeting in the most sustainable manner possible by establishing 
objectives and setting measurable targets, and monitoring its performance. 

 To ensure a positive sustainability legacy within the supply chain; it works with its government 
counterparts, its supply chain, and the host community for their engagement and capacity 
development, and ensures the long-term improvement of the economic, environmental, and 
social aspects of the Annual Meeting. 

 
ADB ensures that policy is available and communicated to stakeholders for adherence in Annual 
Meeting event management operations and decision-making. ADB also ensures that ADB and host 
country personnel involved in organizing the Annual Meeting are aware of the impact and 
consequences of actions within the event management cycle, and contribute towards making these 
impacts more sustainable. 


