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SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS DURING THE COUNTRY CONSULTATIONS  

Note: ADB responses are preliminary and subject to subsequent consultations and approval 

PCP SECTION COUNTRY/ 
STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ADB RESPONSE 

COMMENTS FROM PUBLISH WHAT YOU FUND 
General  We commend the Bank for its ongoing efforts to 

achieve and maintain the highest standards of 
transparency. These efforts were recognised in our 
2016 Aid Transparency Index, when the Bank scored 
84.9%, putting it in the ‘very good’ category along 
with the World Bank, the African Development Bank 
and the Inter-American Development Bank. 

We support the shift proposed in the policy from a 
prescriptive to a principles-based approach. We 
recommend raising the frequency and quality of data 
disclosed in the International Aid Transparency 
Initiative (IATI) standard; promoting greater use of 
the Bank’s data in country systems and for 
accountability purposes; and publishing more 
standardised data on project performance. 

We also note that the Bank appears to apply different 
standards of disclosure for non-sovereign borrowers. 
The documents detailing technical assistance and 
loans to the private sector are published in highly 
redacted form which excludes basic financial data on 
the borrower, the loan and associated terms and 
conditions. There is an overriding public interest in 
the disclosure of this information, particularly when 
there is ‘blending’ of finance from both public and 
private sources. 

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted. This is not within the scope of the PCP but 
we will give this recommendation to the appropriate 
body in the ADB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted. 

para 11  Amend para 11 on proactive disclosure to include a 
commitment to publish data in the International Aid 
Transparency Initiative (IATI) standard and update 
this monthly. 

ADB is already a signatory to IATI and publishes 
project data monthly. 
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paras 10 and 15  Amend paras 10 and 15 to make it clear that grants 
and loans to non-sovereign borrowers, including the 
private sector, are subject to the same presumption 
of disclosure as grants and loans to sovereign 
borrowers, and that borrowers’ requests for 
commercial confidentiality will only be honoured 
where there is a clear legal requirement to do so. 

The policy has a presumption in favor of disclosure, 
subject to the policy exceptions, regardless if it is for 
a sovereign or nonsovereign project. 

para 21  Amend para 21 to make it clear that the public 
interest test will also be applied to non-sovereign 
borrowers, including the private sector, and that the 
Bank will not consent to blanket exemptions to 
disclosure of borrowers’ financial data or loan 
conditions. 

The public interest override applies to both 
sovereign and nonsovereign operations. 

para 35  Amend para 35 to allow the Independent Appeals 
Panel to consider appeals on decisions made by the 
Board of ADB under paras 21 and 22, and to require 
the Board to provide the reasoning behind its 
decisions. 

The scope of review of the IAP has not changed 
from the current policy. It will consider appeals 
alleging that ADB violated the policy by restricting 
access to information that it would normally 
disclose. The public interest override function has 
never been in the scope of the IAP’s function. 

Staff Instructions  Incorporate the following: 
 

 Commitments made by the Global 
Partnership for Effective Development 
Cooperation and endorsed by the Bank in 
the 2016 Nairobi Outcome Document, which 
recognize open data standards such as the 
International Aid Transparency Initiative 
(IATI) and the Open Contracting Data 
Standards (OCDS), and efforts to make 
those standards inter-operable 

 Encourage staff to use the sector codes 
provided by the OECD-DAC to make it easier 
to join up information on ADB loans and 
grants with borrowers’ budgetary and 
financial systems 

 
 
This is not within the scope of the PCP policy but we 
will forward these recommendations to the 
appropriate bodies within the ADB. 

 




