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Fostering Partnership for Development



The Board of Governors of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) holds an 
annual meeting to discuss regional 
developments and institutional 
matters. The meeting offers an ideal 
platform for major decision makers 
such as finance and development 
ministers, central bank governors, 
private sector and civil society 
partners, and media to discuss 
challenges and explore solutions 
facing the Asia Pacific region. Over 
3,000 participants register to attend 
the Annual Meeting from all over the 
world. 

Frequently Asked 
Questions
Where and when will the meeting 
be held?
The Heydar Aliyev Center in Baku 
from 2 to 5 May 2015.
  
How can I participate?
Requests for accreditation to register 
should be sent to
annualmeeting@adb.org
  
Where can I  stay?
A list of recommended hotels 
may be found at:  adb.org/annual-
meeting/2015/recommended-hotels 
 
What is the working language of 
the meeting?
English.

Where can I find additional 
information about the program?
General information including a 
more detailed program of events 
may be found at: adb.org/annual-
meeting/2015

Events
Meeting participants will have 
a number of opportunities for 
interaction. Bilateral and multilateral 
consultations are held concurrently 
with official and knowledge sharing 
sessions, making the four-day 
meeting an excellent opportunity 
for networking and developing 
innovative solutions and new 
partnerships. 

Official events. These are meetings 
attended by the Board of Governors 
and are open to all participants.
 
The host country program. The 
Government of Azerbaijan will 
organize exhibits and a business 
summit to showcase its business, 
trade, and investment prospects.  

Knowledge sharing events 
(seminar series). These include 
ADB-organized seminars, sponsored 
seminar luncheons, Governors’ 
forums, and civil society panel 
discussions.
 
Networking events. Evening 
receptions offer opportunities to 
strengthen existing partnerships or 
create new ones among meeting 
participants. The host country will 
also organize an accompanying 
persons program showcasing select 
tourism sites of Azerbaijan. 
 
Media events. Accredited 
international and local news media 
outlets cover the Annual Meeting 
through press conferences and 
interviews of key participants. CNBC 
will be hosting a debate with high 
level panelists attending the Annual 
Meeting.

The Annual Meeting
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The theme of the 2015 meeting 
is Fostering Partnership for 
Development, underscoring the 
importance of leveraging resources 
and improved coordination between 
ADB, its members and other 
multilateral and bilateral partners. A 
number of events will be held under 
this overarching theme, including 
seminars on economic, financial, and 
development issues.

Seminar topics include:
•	 growth potential / growth models 

in Asia and the Pacific
•	 financial sector development
•	 economics of gender equity
•	 regional integration and 

cooperation prospects in Central 
Asia and South Caucasus

•	 removing impediments to private 
sector financing

•	 livable Asian cities

•	 evaluating the environment for 
public–private partnerships

•	 universal health coverage

Sponsored seminars. ADB 
engages private sector partners to 
hold parallel knowledge sharing 
events, where experts discuss 
current global issues during 
lunch-time sessions. Seminar 
sponsors this year include ANZ, 
HSBC, International Development 
Research Centre, International 
Financing Review-Thomson 
Reuters, Islamic Financial Services 
Board , JustJobs Network, Moody’s 
Investors Service, NEC Corporation, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, and 
Standard and Poor’s.

Civil society organizations (CSO). 
CSOs, including labor unions, 
community-based organizations, 

youth, and other nongovernment 
organizations, come together for 
dialogue, knowledge sharing, and 
networking with ADB and other 
participants. 

The program features Learning with 
Partners, which feature sessions 
where CSOs share innovation and 
best practices in development work. 
On the other hand, the Civil Society 
Panel Discussions cover relevant 
topics related to ADB operations 
and other key development issues 
of interest to CSOs. Traditionally, 
the program begins with a one-
hour Q&A with members of 
ADB Management. Other events 
include a youth debate featuring 
young debating teams based in 
participating Central Asian countries.

Meeting Schedule (tentative)
Saturday, 2 May Sunday, 3 May Monday, 4 May Tuesday, 5 May

Morning •	CSO meeting with ADB 
Management

•	Host Country Events
•	ADB President’s Opening 

Press Conference

•	Seminar on evaluating the 
environment for public–private 
partnerships

•	Governors’ Seminar
•	Learning with Partners: Solutions 

Market (all-day)

•	Opening session •	Seminar on regional 
integration and 
cooperation in Central 
Asia and South Caucasus

•	Second business session

Noon •	Seminar sponsored by ANZ
•	Seminar spnosored by IDRC 

and JustJobs Network
•	Learning with Partners

•	Seminar sponsored by Standard 
and Poor’s

•	Seminar sponsored by IFR-
Thomson Reuters with Moody’s 
and HSBC

•	2014 Development Effectiveness 
Review seminar

•	Seminar sponsored by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers

•	ADB-IFSB seminar panel

•	Seminar sponsored by 
NEC Corporation

Afternoon •	Seminar on financial sector 
development

•	Seminar on removing 
impediments to private sector 
financing

•	Seminar on livable cities
•	Seminar on universal health 

coverage
•	CNBC debate
•	CSO panel discussion

•	First business session
•	Seminar on economics of 

gender equity
•	Seminar on innovation 

and governance

•	ADB President’s Closing 
Press Conference

•	2016 Host Country Event: 
Germany

Evening •	ADB President’s Reception •	Host country reception

Knowledge Sharing Events



Contacts

Overall Annual Meeting 
Coordinator
Jill Drilon                             
jdrilon@adb.org

Baku 2015 Annual Meeting 
Coordinator
David Garrigos-Soliva
dgarrigossoliva@adb.org

Seminars
Simran Maxwell
smaxwell@adb.org

Media
Omana Nair
ammedia@adb.org

About the Asian Development Bank

ADB’s vision is an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty. Its mission is to help its 
developing member countries reduce poverty and improve the quality of life of their 
people. Despite the region’s many successes, it remains home to approximately 
two-thirds of the world’s poor: 1.6 billion people who live on less than $2 a day, with 
733 million struggling on less than $1.25 a day. ADB is committed to reducing poverty 
through inclusive economic growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional 
integration.

Based in Manila, ADB is owned by 67 members, including 48 from the region. Its main 
instruments for helping its developing member countries are policy dialogue, loans, 
equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance. 

Connect With Us

Website: 
adb.org/annual-meeting/2015

Facebook:
AsianDevBank

Twitter:
@ADB_HQ

#ADBaku2015
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