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13 June 2012 
 
 
Mr. Sohail Hasnie 
Principal Energy Specialist 
Asian Development Bank 
ADB Avenue, Pasig City 
Philippines 
 
Dear Mr. Hasnie, 
 
I write in connection with the series of consultations being conducted by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) on the Clean Technology Fund (CTF). 
 
During the May 21 to 23, 2012 consultations on the CTF at the ADB, there were discussions 
on ways by which the CTF can be tapped in support of the country’s low-emissions and 
climate resilient development strategies.   
 
With reference to the e-trikes project, which was submitted by the Philippine government for 
CTF funding under its revised Investment Plan, this representation, together with other 
environmental advocates present, expressed concern on the power sourcing strategy that 
will be employed under the said e-trikes project.  We, therefore, welcome initial 
announcements arising from the consultations that ADB would look into securing a 
USD4million grant to fund the installation of solar power charging stations for the e-trikes.  
The use of renewable energy power sources for e-vehicles is consistent with the established 
sustainable energy policy of the country. 
 
We also welcome ADB’s initiative to engage with the renewable energy sector, as 
announced during the consultations, toward finding ways by which the country’s renewable 
energy potential can be harnessed to service the power needs of off-grid communities and 
roughly 20 million individuals who continue to live without electricity.   
 
Building on the May 21-23 and May 28 consultations, the Center for Clean and Renewable 
Energy Development (C-CRED) convened a consultation meeting with its partners on 6 June 
2012.  The C-CRED, evolved from the Renewable Energy Coalition that actively advocated 
for the passage of the Renewable Energy Act in December 2008.  It is involved in cross-
sectoral activities to promote renewable energy development and energy efficiency initiatives 
in the country.  Twenty-seven representatives from civil society organizations, academe, and 
the religious sector attended the consultation meeting.  I am attaching the list of attendees for 
ease of reference. 
 
Those present in our meeting welcome ADB’s desire to support the growth of the RE sector 
in the country. We see this as an opportunity to constructively engage with the ADB and the 
Philippine Department of Energy with the view to fully harnessing the country’s RE potentials 
as part of a sustainable energy development strategy.  As such, we would like to continue 
discussing with you the initial plans you have laid on the table to tap the CTF and ADB 
funding for renewable energy projects in the country. 
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To guide our future discussions, below are highlights of the consensus points that were 
generated by our consultation meeting:  

 
1. The meeting recognized that many issues are affecting the ability of the RE sector to 

move forward, but in the meantime, the needs of off-grid and unelectrified 
communities cannot be neglected.  RE offers a viable, if not the only option, by which 
these communities can access clean and sustainable energy. 

2. The stakeholders are of the view that certain progress in the country’s RE sector can 
be achieved outside of outstanding policy mechanism issues such as the feed-in-
tariff.   

3. CTF and/or ADB support to progress work in the country’s renewable energy sector 
provides a funding option that off-grid communities and unelectrified marginalized 
communities can tap to fund their power requirements.   

4. Specific sectors that can benefit from this are off-grid island communities whose 
power requirements are continuously being subsidized by the government.  Subsidy 
funds should instead be used to finance renewable energy resource development for 
these communities with the view to providing sustainable solutions to these 
communities’ power needs. 

5. Agricultural farms which have no access to the grid, and which are being run by 
charitable / non-profit organizations may also benefit from this funding option.  There 
was a proposal from the representative of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines-Episcopal Commission on Youth that an inventory of such farms be 
undertaken by the DOE, in coordination with the Department of Agriculture, to 
determine how these marginalized communities can be benefitted by renewable 
energy. 

6. The development of solar power resource potential, which this country is abundantly 
blessed with, can be considered. Various possible initiatives, such as solar rooftops 
initiative, Net metering support, modularized solar power for disaster response, solar 
power for sustainable resettlement communities, solar power for schools, among 
others, were cited as examples of projects that may be supported. 

7. The importance of sustainability was highlighted in the discussions as experiences 
have shown that solar projects undertaken in the past failed to capacitate 
communities toward ensuring long-term viability of the projects.  The meeting 
emphasized the importance of building local capacities, and mobilizing these solar 
projects to spur livelihood activities in communities to ensure sustainability. 

8.  RE projects that will be developed should be transformational.  In this connection, 
the meeting noted that in designing projects, the following should be considered: (1) 
there has to be direct participation by the beneficiaries; (2) the project has to be 
highly visible with high impact; (3) the project needs to be able to demonstrate it can 
spur local industry development (i.e. create jobs, build capacity, etc.). 

9. There was agreement that the public needs to be informed of the “truths” about RE 
and its important role in the country’s sustainable development agenda.   

 
 
In view of the foregoing, the meeting agreed that these discussions be conveyed to the ADB 
and the DOE and to seek ways by which some of the ideas shared may be further developed 
into actual projects. 
 
We look forward to discussing further with the DOE and the ADB the ideas contained in this 
communication. 
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Again, thank you for this opportunity to constructively engage with ADB in efforts to harness 
and develop the country’s renewable energy resources to benefit the marginalized sectors of 
our society. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 

Catherine P. Maceda 
Managing Director        
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


