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Introduction to Regional Tables

The regional tables in Part III are grouped into seven themes, each with short writeups highlighting important developments 
since the 1990s. Each theme is further split into related subtopics. This issue of Key Indicators contains over 100 regional 
tables illustrating economic and social developments in the Asia and Pacific region. 

This edition contains, for many variables, statistics for both the half-crisis year 2008 and the full-crisis year 2009.  
Comparisons of these data with the precrisis years up to 2007 show how the global economic crisis has affected economic 
growth, international trade, inflation, government revenue and fiscal balances, migrant workers’ remittances, and other 
key variables. The need for more up-to-date and reliable statistics for countries of the Asia and Pacific region has once 
again been highlighted by the global crisis. More frequent statistics such as quarterly statistics on national accounts and 
industrial output are available only for a very few countries. Unemployment, labor force, and retail sales are other areas 
where more and better statistics are urgently required.  

The seven themes are as follows: 

People
Population Poverty Indicators
Labor Force and Employment Social Indicators

Economy and Output
National Accounts Production

Money, Finance, and Prices
Prices Exchange Rates
Money and Finance

Globalization
Balance of Payments Capital Flows
External Trade External Indebtedness
International Reserves Tourism

Transport, Electricity, and Communications
Transport Communications
Electricity

Energy and Environment
Energy Environment

Government and Governance
Government Finance Governance

People brings together standard demographic indicators such as the size and growth of the population; birth, death, 
and fertility rates; and life expectancy, with information on international migration, urbanization, employment and 
unemployment, and health and education resources. Poverty reduction is embodied in the Asian Development Bank’s 
Strategy 2020—a vision of an Asia and Pacific region free of poverty—and statistics on the extent of poverty in the region 
are included in this theme.

The People theme also ranks economies of the Asia and Pacific region according to the United Nations Human 
Development Index (HDI). The HDI combines a range of economic and social statistics into an index number reflecting 
the overall level of well-being in each economy. 

Economy and Output focuses on the levels and growth of gross domestic product (GDP), related statistics taken 
from the national accounts, and related indicators on production. It presents how the GDP shares of agriculture, industry, 
and services changed since 1990, and shows which economies are consuming more and which are investing more in 
capital for future growth. 
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This theme compares the relative size of economies both within the region and in the world as a whole using 
purchasing power parities (PPPs). When countries’ national accounts are converted to a common currency using PPPs, 
differences in purchasing power between countries are eliminated so that comparisons reflect only differences in the 
volumes of goods and services produced and consumed in each country (see Box 1). The PPP-converted GDP figures 
included under this theme show, for example, how the People’s Republic of China and India compare, in terms of real 
GDP, with an industrial giant like Japan. It also shows, on a per capita basis, which are the richest and poorest economies 
in the region.

Money, Finance, and Prices contains a wide range of tables on price inflation and on monetary and financial 
statistics. These include money supply, interest rates, bank lending, and stock markets, which are now established in more than 
20 economies in the region.

This theme also includes market exchange rates and PPPs. The ratios of PPPs to exchange rates, or the price level 
indexes, show that price levels are usually lower in poor countries than in richer ones.

Globalization gives statistics on balance of payments, external trade, international reserves, capital flows, external 
indebtedness, and tourism in the Asia and Pacific region. The expansion of trade with countries in other regions and within 
the region itself is a chief aspect of globalization. Globalization, however, is not confined to trade in goods and services. 
It also involves international movements of labor and capital. Remittances by migrant workers and compensation of 
employees temporarily working abroad are an important source of income for many Asian economies. 

Box 1 What are Purchasing Power Parities?

Purchasing power parities (PPPs) are currency exchange rates obtained by comparing the prices of identical goods and services in 
different countries. These price comparisons are made by dividing the price of a specific good or service in one country by the price of 

the same item in another country. For example, if a 300 milliliter can of Pepsi costs Rp16.42 in country A and $3.24 in country B, a 
price relative can be calculated as 3.24/16.42, or 0.197. This is the “Pepsi PPP” for countries A and B. Also called “price relatives”, 
PPPs are calculated for several hundred items covering all the final expenditure components of GDP. These PPPs for individual goods 
and services are then combined to obtain PPPs for higher levels of aggregation such as “Bread and Cereals”, “Food and Beverages”, 
“Household Individual Consumption” and, eventually, GDP as a whole. In combining lower-level PPPs to obtain higher aggregates, the 
shares in GDP of expenditure on the various goods and services are used as weights. 

PPPs are used in two ways: 

• First, they are used to convert GDP and its expenditure components to a common currency so that GDP comparisons can be 
made in real terms. “Real terms” means that differences in price levels between countries have been eliminated so that 
it is the underlying volumes of goods and services in each country that are compared. Note that a parallel procedure is used 
when comparing real GDP from year to year in a single country; here differences in price changes over time are eliminated 
by using constant prices. 

• Second, PPPs are used to measure differences in price levels among countries. Market exchange rates are currency convertors 
that include differences in price levels among countries; PPPs are currency convertors that exclude these differences. The 
ratios of PPPs to exchange rates, therefore, measure the differences in price levels among countries. These ratios are called 
price level indexes (see also the Money, Finance, and Prices theme in this edition for application of price level indexes).

Of the 31 regional members of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for which the 2005 PPPs were directly calculated in the Asia and 
Pacific region as part of the 2005 round of the International Comparison Program (ICP), the ADB coordinated the computation of PPPs 
for 21 regional members and two nonmember economies. The ICP Global Office at the World Bank then combined the results for the 
Asia and Pacific region with those for the other regions to provide a set of global comparisons for 146 economies. The ICP Global Office 
also made econometric estimates of PPPs for a number of missing economies, including 14 in the Asia and Pacific region. The Asian 
Development Bank has also computed real GDP estimates for the Asia and Pacific region back to 2000 and for 2009 using GDP price 
deflators. 

For a full explanation of how the PPPs are compiled and aggregated, see World Bank (2008). 
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Capital moves between countries in several ways: as official development aid from richer countries, as foreign 
direct investment (FDI), and as short-term capital movements. Official development aid to the region is important for 
the Pacific island economies and some of the poorer economies in other parts of Asia. Elsewhere, however, FDI is a 
major source of investment funds. In addition to generating employment, FDI is particularly important because it is often 
accompanied by transfers of technology and managerial know-how. 

Tourism statistics with international tourist arrivals and international tourism receipts, which form an important 
source of foreign exchange in many countries, have been introduced in this edition. The statistics show the adverse impact 
of the global crisis on tourist arrivals and tourism receipts in key tourist destinations.

Transport, Electricity, and Communications replaces the Infrastructure theme in earlier editions of 
Key Indicators. This theme covers road and rail networks and statistics on road motor vehicles. Electricity production 
is growing rapidly in the region to support industrialization and household electrification.  This theme shows both the 
growth in production and the fuel sources used, such as carbon dioxide -emitting fossil fuels, and cleaner nuclear and 
hydropower sources.

This theme shows how computer use and broadband access are growing in the region, and how wide is the digital 
divide between high- and low-income countries. There is some overlap between this theme and Millennium Development 
Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development, as one of the targets under Goal 8 is to make available to people 
the benefits of new technologies in communications and information processing. Goal 8 also includes data on internet 
usage and on fixed line and cellular phones.

Energy and Environment brings together statistics on the production of energy (other than electricity) and 
indicators related to the environment. The different forms of energy are converted to standard units, which can then be 
divided into GDP to compare “energy productivity” in each economy. Energy productivity differs widely across the 
region but the less energy-productive economies have improved in recent years.

The environment indicators cover land use, forest resources, and air and water pollution. The Asia and Pacific region 
plays a key role in environmental issues because of its large population. Climate change would sharply accelerate if the 
region’s per capita emission of greenhouse gases were to approach that of Europe and North America. Another reason for 
the region’s importance in environmental issues is that the countries of South Asia and Southeast Asia contain many of 
the world’s remaining rain forests. These are threatened by both commercial logging and land clearance. 

There is some overlap between this theme and Millennium Development Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability, 
which seeks to integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs and reverse the 
loss of environmental resources. Goal 7 also includes data on forests, protected areas, carbon dioxide emissions, and 
consumption of ozone-depleting substances.

Government and Governance contains indicators on the traditional role of government as tax collector and 
provider of defense, law and order, and social services. Government fiscal balances—the difference between current 
receipts and current outlays—is an indicator of how well governments manage their budgets.  As a result of the global 
crisis, most fiscal balances entered into deficit as tax revenues fell and governments increased their expenditures to 
compensate for lower household consumption and exports.

Governments also play an important role in determining the “business environment.” How does the government 
encourage entrepreneurs to start new business ventures; how many days does it take to register a new business enterprise; 
and what are the costs involved? While business startup is quick and inexpensive in some countries, others have time-
consuming and costly procedures. “Corruption” is difficult to measure objectively but through surveys, panels of 
knowledgeable business people can provide broad indications of which countries are more or less corrupt. 
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